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JOHNSON GUSHER
BEST PRODUCER
IN NORTH FIELD

SHELBY'S MAYOR BACK AMONG

'BM WHEN HIS WELL COMES

IN THE BIGGEST GUSHER

Johneon-Sunburst-Corey in Section

4-842W is Completed with Pro-

duction Estimated As Outranking

Shoshone No. 4.

Mayor James A. "Jim" Johnson,

backer of the Dempsey-Gibbons

battle for the heavyweight cham-
pionship of theworld, Is sitting on
top of the world now, having drill-
ed in the largest gusher of the Ke-
vin-Sunburst field,recently.

The Johnson-Sunburst-Corey well
No. 4, located on the se sw nw sec-
tion 4-34-2w, is credited by men in
the field as being the largest produc-
er yet brought-in, being larger ev-
en than the Shoshone No. 4, which
was said to have outranked all its
predecessors in the Kevin-Sunburst
territory. The Ellis sand in the
Johnson well was pierced at a depth
of 1526 feet and the well was brought
in with a control head, preventing
waste of oil.
The first rush of oil was estimat-

ed by men on the ground as prob-
ably representing a rate of flow of
more than 12,000 barrels a day, but
as with the Shoshone, this is regard-
ed as much greater production than
measured for the first 24 hours. The
Shoshone No. 4 filled a 250-barrel
tank in half an hour, a rate of 12,000
barrels a day, but the actual gunge
for the first 24 hours was 2,500 bar-
rels, according to the Northern 011
Information Bureau.

At the Johnson well the oil came
up outside the casing and flowed
over the ground near the derrick so
great was the pressure.
The well was drilled In on a mound

about a quarter of a mile northwest
of the Queen City well, and was fi-
nanced by the Signal Hill Syndicate
which is composed of Great Falls and
Shelby men. Mayor Johnson pro-
moted the syndicate and others in-
terested are Body Johnson,, and son;
A. W. Well, Montana lumberman of
Shelby; James W. Freeman, J.. N.
Thelen, L. C. Stevenson and H. S.
Lamb, all of GYeat Falls.
The lease is controled by the Sun-

burst interests, who sub-leased in
tract on a working agreement with
the syndicate.
The Shoshone No. 4 is making

2,600 barrels a day, steady produc-
tion. It is stated that this Is not the
maximum flow, that the production
is being held down.
The Mid-Northern-Sunburst-Brit-

ton No. 2, ne se se 5-35-2w is report-
ed in as a big producer in the Sun-
burst sand.
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GEORGE GORE IN THE ROCKIES FROM 1853 SCENIC WONDERS

TO 1855; Al BIPill GER WAS EIHS WIDE
By E. A. BRININSTOOL

Author "Trail Dust of a Maverick," "A
Trooper With Custer," "The
Fetterman Di ," Etc.

From Hunter-Trader-Trapper,
Columbus. Ohio

HE rocky mountains have
been the scene of many great
hunting expeditions, outfitted

by both American and foreign
sportsmen. In the days gone by,
when game was so abundant, and
there was no such thing as a game
law, hunters whose pocketbooks
were longer than their scruples
against indiscriminate slaughter,
invaded the fastnesses of the Rock-
ies of Wyoming and Colorado, shot
away thousands of rounds of am-
munition, and doubtless created ut-
terly useless havoc among the
herds of deer, elk, mountain sheep
and other wild creatures.
But probably the most elaborate,

expensive and largest hunting cara-
van on record which ever penetrat-
ed the Rockies was in 1853 when
Sir George Gore, an Irish noble-
man of wealth, a lover of ,the out-
of-doors and devoted to the chase,
came from Sligo, Ireland, for a
grand expedition after big game.
He landed in New York, and im-
mediately proceeded to St. Louis,
then the Western outpost of civi-
ization.
Here the Gore expedition outfit-

ted. His caravan consisted of for-
ty-one men (with the noted Jim
Bridger as guide of the expedi-
tion), four six-mule wagons, two
three-yoke ox wagons and twenty-
one French carts, painted red and
drawn by two horses each.

Doubtless no such an arsenal as
Sir George carried along with him
was ever taken west of the Missouri
river by any single individual, eith-
er before or since. One of his wa-
gons was loaded with nothing but
rifles and shotguns, there being sev-
enty-five rifles alone of various
makes and calibers, among them
one Sharps' rifle, at that time and
for many years after, the univer-
sal weapon in use on the Plains.

Of shotguns, Sir George carried a

dozen or fifteen, both single and

double barrel. All of these were

muzzle loaders, the breech-loader at

that time not having been invented.

Pistols and revolvers in divers
quantities were also a part of the

arsenal of the Irish nobleman in his

quest for big game and adventure.

But when it came to fishing tack-
le, the present-day sportsman would
hate been staggered at the con-
glomeration of lines, hooks, flies.

reels and other tackle. Two wag-
ons were required to carry this

part of the equipment alone. Sir

George had even brought along an
expert fly-maker, whose sole duty
was to study the species of flies

and insects of the invady' territory,
so that he could duplicate them on
hooks, whereby his wealthy chief
could derive all the pleasure possi-

ble in the numerous trout streams
of the Rockies.

And as for conveniences and lux-
uries, there were many things

which must have brought a smile

from the old mountain men who
accompanied Sir George. For in-
stance, there was a brass bedstead.
which unscrewed and folded into
a small space; there was a portable
iron table and wash stand, and oth-
er articles toonumerous to mention.
A powerful telescope with a six-
inch lens enabled Sir George to
view the country and get an idea
of what sort of region was ahead of
him. It also camein handy for lo-
cating game in crossing the great
Plains. Two milch cows kept him
supplied abundantly with milk and
cream. In fact, there was nothing
lacking in the outfit of this strange
Irishman to give him "all the com-
forts of home."

Iiistory records that Sir George
left St. Louis in royal and regal
style, journeying leisurely west-
ward by easy stages until he ar-
rived in the present state of Color-
ado, where he passed a portion of
1853 in exploring the numerous
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park-like places of interest afford-
ed in the Colorado Rockies.
Having heard 'much about Fort

Laramie—around which old fron-
tier post clusters more romance of
a historic interest than any fort ev-
er constructed on the western fron-
tier—Sir George determined to vi-
sit it and spend some time there.
Setting their faces northward, his
party reached Fort Laramie late in
the season. Sir George found so
much to interest him at this place
that he determined to spend the
winter.there. The half-wild trap-
pers, mountain men, traders, ad—
ventureres and Indians with whom
he came in contact, made a deep
impression upon him. They were a
motley crowd; Sir George was a
student of human nature and here
was a class of people the like of
whom he had never before encoun-
tered by this aristocratic globe-trot-
ter and adventurer.

Doubtless it was at Fort Laramie
where Sir George came to know the
real value of Jim Bridger, his chief
guide. The name of Bridger was a
household Word everywhere in the
west. He was the acknowledged
uncrowned king of all trappers,
mountain men, frontiersmen, scouts
and guides. Every person at Fort
Laramie paid marked deference to
Bridger, which certainly did not
pass Sir George unnoticed.

The winter passed most agree-
ably to Sir George among this mot-
ley crowd. Many were the tales to
which he listened around the roar-
ing log fires—tales of thrilling bat-
tles with the Indian tribes; stories
of hairbreadth escapes in encoun-
ters with wild animals. Much val-
uable knowledge was here impart-
ed to him by Bridger regarding the
country over which the Irish noble-
man desired to travel, and the
springtime came all too soon.
With the coming of the grass, the

Gore Expedition left Fort Laramie,
fully equipped for a protracted stay
in the mountains. They leisurely
ascended the north branch of the
Platte river, whence the caravan
crossed over to the Powder and fol-
lowed down the Dry Fork finally
arriving at the spot where in later
years, Fort Connor (later known
as Fort Reno) stood. Finding
much to add to the pleasure of the
trip, Sir George determined to fol-
low up the Powder river as far as
its confluence with the Yellow-
stone. All this was safely accom-
plished, the party traveling slow-
ly and enjoying the unrivaled
beauty of the country and the splen-
did hunting and fishing. Sir
George was delighted with Jim
Bridger, and his unwavering know-
ledge of the country over which
they wtre traveling, and upon
reaching the Yelowstone, he de-
termined to ascend the stream as
far as the mouth of the Tongue
river and spend the winter in that
section, where hunting was unriv-

alled.
Arriving at a delightful and ro-

mantic spot eight miles above the
mouth of the Tongue, the Gore
party selected a good location and
set about to construct a fort in
which they would pass the winter
in comfort. This included stables
for all the animals, of which there
were nearly or quite 150; store-
houses in which to keep their equip-
ment and quarters for the men.

Confident that everything was at
lalt in shipshape order for the vig-
orous winter which would soon be
upon them Sir George was in good
spirits. Unfortunately, however,
one of his men started a fire in the
timber, which spread with such
rapidity that all the grazing was
destroyed, and then it became nec-
essary to seek another location in
which to keep their animals. With
a portion of his caravan, Sir George
returned to the mouth of the
Tongue, leaving the remainder of
the party at the fort. Here grass
cu,red by nature, was plentiful.
Rude quarters were erected at the
junction of the Tongue and Yel-

lowstone for a portion of the ani-
mals and men. For his own per-
sonal use, Sir George causedto be
erected a small log cabin, in which
it is also recorded that he kept his
favorite riding horse, a thorough-
bred Kentucky charger.
Bridger doubtless accompanied

Sir George to the mouth of the
Tongue, as it was related that the
latter developed the habit of lying
in bed until about 10 o'clock in the
morning, when he would arise,
breakfast with Bridger, and then
start out on a hunt, accompanied
by half a dOzen of his men. Sir
George was an enthusiastic hunter,
although an indifferent shot ex-

cent from a rest, which position he
always assumed, if possible in
bringing dow nhis game. The men
who accampanied him probably
acted as gun-bearers, as it is stated
that he never reloaded a weapon
after discharging it, but would pass
it back to one of the men, who
would hand him a loaded rifle in
return. He was successful enough
in his quest for game so that the
larder was well supplied with meat
throughout the long winter months.

Often Sir George would not re-
turn from these hunting trips un-
til as late as 10 o'clock at night,
greatly to the worry of Bridger,
who feared his eccentric employei
might get lost in the wild section.
But no matter how late the hour,
he would always insist upon hav-
ing a hearty supper cooked, and
that Bridger sit down and help him
enjoy it and listen to a recital of
his adventures through the day, af-
ter which pipes were brought out.
and Sir George and his chief guide
would sit in front of a roaring log
fire for several hours, while the
Irishman would read aloud from
Shakespeare to his untutored and
unlearned employe, as Bridger did
not know one letter from another.
Occasionally Sir George would
pause in the midst of his reading
and endeavor to draw from Bridger
his ideas of the author.

Bridger, however, declared that
"that thar stuff was too all-fired
hifalutin." Sometimes Si T George
would get out a volume of "The
adventures of Baron Munchausen."
But to these tales the old man
would only shake his head in un-
belief. "Derned ef I don't think
he's a ornery liar !" Bridger would
comment. He further added that
many of his adventures with the
Indians would make just as good
reading "ef writ down in a book,"
and be far more truthful.
At one period of the winter a

band of renegade Piegans swoop-

ed down upon their stock and got
away with twenty-one head of the
horses of the party. This was a
bit of boldness which the moun-
taineers resented, and it was deter-
mined to take the trail of the mar-
auders and regain the stolen horses
and punish the thieves. For sixty
miles the trail was followed, and

then a heavy snowstorm develop-
ing, the trail became obliterated,
and the exasperated men were
obliged to return without recov-
ering a single animal.

Aside from this incident none of

Sir George's party had any trouble
with hostile Indians, so far as
bringing on engagements with them
was concerned.
The following spring Sir George

prepared for yet further explora-
tion of the country. He entered
the Rosebud region, where his par-
ty met a large band of Crow In-
dians, who treated them in a
friendly maner, and from whom
they bought several horses to take
the place of those stolen by the
Piegans. By a circuitous route,
and traveling by slow stages, the
Gore party finally drifted back to
their old post at the mouth of the
Tongue.
At this point Sir George con-

cluded it was about time he was
getting back to civilization. Ac
cordingly he had some of his men
build a couple of flat boats, in
which some of the party descended
the Yellowstone to Fort Uniqu.
Sif George, however, concluded fo
make the trip overland and hunt as
hewent. Many of his men at this
point were discharged, their term
of service having expired. Among
these were Bridger and Henry
Bostwick, a celebrated hunter, who
turned back into the wilderness
while Sir George continued on with
the balance of his party.
That Sir George had the welfare

of every member of his party at
heart is well ilustrated from his
kindness to them on various occas-
ions. 'While camped at the mouth
of the Tongue, one of his men
known as "Uno," died. Having no
lumber from which to construct a
coffin, his companions were at the
point of putting him under the
ground in the clothing he had on.
Sir George however, would not
listen to such a barbarous burial.
and ordered the bed of one of his
best wagons knocked to pieces and
a coffin built of the material, which
he lined with some of the best cloth
from his own stores.
On another occasion he bought a

horse from one of his men, Joe
Merrivale, later a well known in-
terpreter and scout. He paid Merri-
vale the price asked, $150. After
trying out the animal, Sir George

OtiMPLETION OF GLACIER PARK

ROAD OPENS UP ONE OF THE

MOST SCENIC SECTIONS

Trail from Brown's Peen Through

Hole-In-W4 Country Connecting

Kintla and Kimberly Peaks Will

Be Completed This Season.

During the present season a new

trail will be constructed from

Brown's pass, at the north end of

Glacier park, through the Hole-in-
the-Wall . country and over the
ridge connecting Kinn.' and Kim-
berly peaks with the main range
and down to the foot of Kintia

lake, according to information is-
sued by the national park service.
The new trail will open to tourists

some of the finest scenery in Glacier

park. It will pass close to Boulder
Glacier and will reveal one of the
most beautiful glaciers in the park.
Agents glacier. This great mass of
Ice lies at a high elevation and is al-

most surrounded by huge cliffs and

crags. The glacier was named for
Louis Agassis who gave to science
and to the world the glacial theory,

now recognized as an accepted fact.

When completed, the new trail will

make possible a new circuit from

Brown's pass to Kintla lake, thence

to Bowman lake and up the old trail

to Brown's pass, or down the north

fork of the Flathead river, as the

traveler may choose. From the high

points trips may be made to higher

places of great scenic beauty and

scientific interest..
Montaln Road Pushed..

The new transmountain road is be-

ing extended on both sides of the con-

tinental divide. On the east aide the

road is well advanced some seven

miles from St. Mary's along the

shores of the upper St. Mary's lake.

Construction is under way to a mile

or more above the Narrows. It is

expected that this portion of the road

from St. Mary's chalet to Going-to-

the-Sun chalets will be completed by

July of 1925.
The Divide creek cutoff change of

the present road, a six-mile project

of the Montana state highway com-

mission, now is under construction.

The road will be entirely on the

Blackfoot reservation and will elim-

inate the Divide creek hills by fol-

lowing a ridge and will be completed

by July, 1925. It will be as scenic

as the present road, will be on a bet-

ter grade and will eliminate much

travel difficulty for those who wish

for any reason, to pass from north to

south, or the reverse, without enter-

ing the park. Such persons will be

relieved from park entrance automo-

bile fees.
New North Road..

The road from Babb, at the foot

of St. Mary's lake, north of the Inter-

national boundary, a distance of 13

miles will be constructed immediate-

ly. Park officials estimate that this

road will be finished within a year.

At the International Boundary, the

road will connect with Canadian

roads leading to Cardston, Banff and

other places of interest within the

Dominion.

went to Merrivale and declared that
the horse was worth more money
to him, and pressed another $100
upon the astonished mail.

Again, in parting with one of his
men at Fort Union, the latter de-
sired to buy a cart, harness and a
few other necessary supplies. Sir
George told the man he would sell
him the articles at actual cost. He
then began to lay out various
things, until the man entered a vig-
orous protest stating he would not
be able to pay for so many goods.
Sir George merely replied, "Give
me $12 and we will call it square."
He had given the man goods to the
value of several hundred dollars.
When the Gore party reached

Fort Union, Sir George determined
to have a couple of flat boats
built and descend to Fort Berthold
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A Lady of Distinction,

fa recognized by the delicate fasclnat-

!ng influence of the perfume she uses,

bath with Cuticura Soap and hot
water to thoroughly cleanse the pores,

followed by a dusting with Cuticnra

Talcum Powder usually means a clear,

sweet, healthy akin.—Adv.
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