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T  ABOR day this year marks 
I  A the thirtieth anniver- 

lltr * sary otf its observance 
in  America, or, rather, Sept. 5 does, since the first 
Monday in September, 1882, fe ll on the 5th. The 
great organization at that time was the Knights of 
Labor, and Terence V . Powderly was general master 
workman. P. J. McGuire, then and later secretary 
of the carpenters, is generally credited with being the 
founder of Labor day. At any rate, he was one of 
the most ardent advocates of the movement and prevailed on 
the Central labor union of New York city to order the first 
celebration. The Knights of Labor^werej

i l l s■1pi&'TPfc*IPv

theu holding their gen
eral assembly in New 

York and adjourned to witness the 
parade, which was reviewed by Pow- 
derly and their other general officers. 

Not all the assemblies in New York 
were represented in the parade, winch was a baby 

compared to some of those held later, but it was suffi
ciently large to arouse the enthusiasm of the Knights. 
Powderly said that 20,000 men were in line. Robert 
Price, a coal miner attending the convention, was 
especially impressed. Richard Griffiths was then 
general worthy foreman of the Knights. Price 
watched tjhe ranks march by until he could contain 
himself no longer. Turning to Griffiths, he slapped 

the worthy foreman on the back and 
cried:

“ Well, Uncle Dick, this is Labor 
day, all right, isn’t it T

THE
M a g a z i n e

It may be that the May day parades’ in  
Europe had given rise to the name of 

lab or day before, but so far as known that parade marked the first general use of the term in  
America, i Several overheard the remark, and the name stuck; also the tim e—the first Monday 
b  September. One of those who overheard was George K. Lloyd of the New York Central La
bor union, and he made a motion that another parade be held the next year, whieh was done. 
He and others moved on the New York legislature to have Labor day made a holiday, which waa 
also.done, only it did not get through till 1887. General M aster Workman Powderly put the 
Labor day provision through the Knights o f Labor and Mr. McGuire had it adopted by various 
trade unions. The first state legislature to make Labor day a legal holiday was that of Oregon, 
although the day fixed was not the first Monday in September, the act being amended later 
lo  designate that day. This was in February, 1887. The Colorado legislature shortly followed 
that of Oregon. Then N ew  Jersey, New York and other states got into line until now practically 
every state in the Union has followed aait.;

In congress a HU to make Labor day a legal holiday b  the District o f Columbia was intro
duced by Amos J Cum m bgs b  the house and by Senator J. H . K yle of South Da
kota 4b the senate. Later H waa pressed by John J . O’N eill, chairman of the house 
labor -committee, and b  1884 was passed. Thus labor came b to  its own.

the city and built it 
on a veritable swamp. The waters 
of the Neva river overflowed the 
fewtawb aU afoot where th eb eaw
tifui city of the czar bow flourishes, 
but it was at the expense of many 

'thousands of lives that the founda
tion of the present metropolis was 
built It is said that even now one 
may see the moisture underlying 
the city oozmg up between the pav
ing blocks on the Nevsky prospect, 
a busy thoroughfare. 'The city is 
not -« 4 j built over water, but the  
heavens secern to frown upon human 
beings having intruded there, for 
it runs or snows at least 2UQ days 
of the year and sometimes a little 
more. The city ie-fractically sur
rounded by water, for swamps 
abound on two sides, the sea and 
the river on another.

At the very beginning of the 
building of iSt. Petersburg every 
one seemed to hate the place, all 
save Peter the Great. And, in view 
of the dislike expressed by nobles 

I and peasants alike, the ruler set 
thousands at work, “under compul
sion of the knout,” to build dikes 
and reclaim the land for the city, 
l ie  called the city his “paradise” 
and forbade the use of stone in 
building elsewhere, ordering all the 
stone accessible to be brought to 
St. Petersburg. Any peasant who 
wished to enter the city could do so 
by fetching a cartload of stone. , 

I This was lus passport. Indeed, peo
ple did not have to beg to enter St. 
Petersburg. They were forced by 
the czar’s command to abandon otln 
er places and come to dwell in Ins 
“pet” city. The consequence was a 
crowded quarter, where the poor 
herded together like so many ratB, 
living in squalor and misery. Even

neat, showing the general diffuatoa 
of the term. We are equally disap
pointed in the Greek and Roman 
classics. They knew how To harden 
soft iron, hut had no name for the 
finished product we call steel 

The Greeks obtained a good 
brand of steel from the Chalybes at 
Sinope.- That brand the; called 
"chaiybs” or “chatybos,”“ and the 
Romans adopted the term. But the 
common people did not use the 
word, which occurs mainly in
K . It was so used by Aeschy-

aut 475 B, C. and in Latin by

to this day the Russian metropolis 
is the most unhealthy capital of
Europe.

But St. Petersburg has become a 
beautiful and a majestic city nev
ertheless. There is something im
posing about her streets. The Win
ter palace is splendid, as are also 
entire streets of beautiful build
ings. It might be called a city of 
space, for the streets are so wide, 
and nowhere, save in the slums, 
does one find crowding.

Nevsky prospect is the fashion
able street of St. Petersburg. It is 
only three miles in length, but it is 
as celebrated a highway as Regent 
street, London, or Fifth avenue, 
New York.

During the winter months the 
days are very short, artificial light 
being turned on at 3:30 in the aft
ernoon and daylight not coming in 
full till about 10 in the morning. 
But during the summer m onths- 
June and July—one will see the sun 
at 2 o’clock in the morning and 
easily read a hook at 10 o’clock at 
night by nature’s own light. Thus 
the summer recompenses one for 
the dreariness of winter.—Boston 
Globe.

Virgil a few years before the Chris- 
j tian era.
i When the writers of good Latin 

prose wished to convey the idea of 
steel they were apt to use the word 
“acies,” w hich means a sharp edge 
or a sharp point. In the third cen
tury of our era wwiind the word 
“aeiers” and later still the word 
“aciarium,” whence the French 
“acier,” meaning steel, 

i The word “steel” has not been 
found prior to the eighth century. 
It occurs in the* so called Epinal 
gloss, where “steel” is given as th* 
Anglo-Saxon equivalent of the late 
Latin “aeeearium.” 

i At that time the word was com
mon on the continent and had be
come a proper name, both as Bimpla 

j  “stahal” or in compounds like “stal- 
hart.” And we do not find “acier” 
before the third century. Yet 
men made steel in the days of 
Homer and before his time in India. 
But even in the best days of Greece 
and Rome they hardly knew cast 
iron. Their iron statues were made 
of wrought iron, and only -trivial 
examples of cast iron are of classi
cal antiquity.

To “temper," meaning to harden 
wrought iron by heating and then 
dipping it in cold water, is a term 
used by Pliny. The process of “tem
pering,” of course, is much older. 
It is mentioned in Homer and may 
have been known long before.— 
From Bulletin of ihe American Iron 
and Steel Association.

A Slow Journoy.
Jones was taking a walk in the 

country just outside Warrington 
when he was surprised to find a man 
perched on the top of a signpost 
which bore this inscription, “This 
will take you to Liverpool.”

Jones was quite unable to make 
out why the man sat there, so he 
called out, “What are you up there 
for?”

“Begorra,” the man replied, “I’ve 
been sittin’ here for two hours, aDd 
I’m wondering what time it starts.” 
—London Ideas.

A Royal Complimont.
Mgr. de Nosmund, archbishop of 

Toulouse, when preaching one day 
in the private chapel of Louis XIV. 
lost the thread of his discourse, so 
that he had to remain silent for 
some time. The king came to bis 
lordship’s relief with this graceful 
remark: “I am very glad, my lord, 
that you are giving me a little time 
to digest all the good things con
tained in the former part of your
sermon.

Th* IfrflMM* of C M w
He—Did yea ever observe what 

•  difference clothes make on one’s

Tho On* Parton.
There wras a certain old New Eng

land minister who had a blunt way 
of getting right at the bottom of 
things. With a solemn air he an
nounced from the pulpit one day 
that a button had been found in the 
collection. “Only one individual la 
the church could have been guilty 
of this trick,” he said, “and I shall 
expect this pergon to replace the 
button with a coin.” After service 
a member of the church owned up 
to being the culprit and asked, 
“How did you know I was the 
man?” “I did not know,” said the 
clergyman. “But you said only one 
person could have done it.” “Just 
so,” was the Teply. “Two persons 
could not have put the same button 
on the plate.”

8n«ko’» Eyas.
Snakes may almost be said to 

have glass eyes, inasmuch as their 
eyes never dose. They are without 
lids and each is covered with a 
transparent scale much resembling 
glass. When the reptile casts it# 
outer skin the eye scale# come off 
with the rest of the transparent en« 
velope out of whieh the snake slips. 
This glassy eye scale is so tough 
that it effectually protects the true 
eye from the twigs, sharp grass and 
other obstructions which the snake 
encounters in its travels, yet it is 
transparent enough to allow the 
most perfect vision. Thus, if the 
snake has not a glass eye it may, at 
any rate, be said to wear eyeglasses.

A Clock Without Work*.
In the eourtyard of the palace of 

Versailles is a clock with one hand, 
called L’Horloge de la Mort da Rot, 
It contains no works, bat consists 
merely of a face in the form of a 
ran, surrounded by rays. On the 
death of a king the hand waa set to 
the moment of his demise end re
mained unaltered until h a  successor


