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T H E  history o f the M ontana regiment in the Philip
pine cam paign comes very  near to being the his
tory o f the entire cam paign to the north o f  Manila. 

T he M ontana regim ent was associated with that cam 
paign  from  M anila to San Fernando, a distance of 68 
m iles. N o regim ent acquitted itself with more honor 
or  cred it to the state which it represented. “ I f  I were 
n o t a general I would like to be colonel o f the First 
M ontana.”  This remark is attributed to General Mac- 
A rthur, the com m ander o f  the division o f wrhich the 
M ontana regim ent form ed part. The general had al
ready  seen a  charge o f  the M ontana and Kansas 
troops. “ There go  the coyotes and the grasshoppers,”  
he exclaim ed at Caloocan. “ N othing can stop them.” 
Such was the feeling that prevailed in regard to the 
com m and that a fter  the A m erican  forces had occupied 
San Fernando, and an attack  was expected daily or 
hourly  even, General M acA rthur made the request of 
Colonel Kessler that 
in the event o f trou
ble tw o com panies of 
the M ontana reg i
m ent should be sent 
to  guard his head
quarters. In fact for 
fo u r  days a fter they 
had been ordered 
b ack  to M anila the 
M ontana volunteers 
w ere kept at San 
Fernando by  request 
o f  the division com 
m ander. N o higher 
com plim ent could be 
paid to a volunteer 
regim ent than that 
w hich General M ac
A rthur ’ paid the 
M ontana regim ent 
b y  his confidence.

T h e actual service 
o f  the F irst M on
tan a  in the P h ilip 
pines m ay be said to 
h av e  begun A ugust 
24, 1898, at Cavite,
and it ended July 3,
1899, at Manila. On 
the arrival o f the 
transport P ennsyl
van ia  w ith  the M on
tana  troops at C a
v ite  on A ugust 24,
1898, the first ba t
ta lion  w as ordered to disem bark that night. An 
A m erican  had been killed in the streets of Cavite just 
as the battalion w as landed, and trouble was expected. 
The battalion was ordered ready to answ er the call 
fo r  im m ediate service, and a boat was sent out to the 
transport fo r  the second battalion. The second bat
talion  cam e in and quarters were established for that 
night. Captain A ndrew  Jensen o f  Com pany E was o f 
ficer of the day. There had been a great deal o f  loot
in g  on the part o f  the natives from  the hulls o f the 
sunken Spanish cruisers. General Anderson directed 
the officer o f  the day to send a  patrol to the sunken 
w ar vessels to try to capture som e of the looters. Cap- 
tani Jensen with a detail o f  eight men went out in 
a  boat. H e found the natives at work on one of the 
sunken vessels, and ordered them to surrender. In 
stead o f com plying with the order they started to 
m ake their escape. A  com m and was given to fire and 
was obeyed. In the m orning, when an exam ination 
was made o f  the Isle du Luzon, one dead man and one 
wounded man were found. The boat in which the na
tives had been putting their loot was captured. This 
incident naturally gave the natives a wholesom e re
spect for the M ontana troops.

N othing o f im portance occurred until orders came 
to be in  readiness fo r  field service about the middle 
o f October. A guinaldo had been given to October 25 
to  vacate certain portions o f  the line he was occu py
ing. The authorities evidently expected him not to 
com ply  w ith the order, as the first and second bat
ta lions o f  the M ontana regim ent were taken to Ma
nila on O ctober 25, and went into quarters. Aguinaldo, 
however, com plied w ith the order, and the expected 
trouble did not occur.

From  then until the actual outbreak o f hostilities 
the regim ent w as doing guard and outpost duty. The 
natives had becom e so. insolent that trouble w as looked 
fo r  a t any time, and tw o com panies were placed on 
ou tpost duty along in  D ecem ber at the Chinese cem e
tery. One day the insurgents appeared in force  at the 
outpost o f  Com pany E, which was w ithdraw n to the 
m ain outpost, and the brigade com m ander was noti
fied. B rigadier General H. G. Otis w'ent out and had a 
con ference with the Filipinos, w hich resulted in their 
w ithdraw ing w ithout further trouble. There was noth
ing out o f the usual from  that time to the night of 
the outbreak, February 4.

Com panies M and I were on outpost duty that 
night. The orders were that in case of trouble these 
tw o  com panies and six others should respond, while

four com panies should remain in quarters to act as a 
reserve. W hen the firing began M ajor Byron H. Cook 
took Companies D, E and G, and M ajor.D rennan took 
Com panies C, L and H. At that tim e General H. G. 
Otis reported to General M acArthur that he needed 
more troops in support o f  the Kansas regiment to the 
left o f  the line. Lieutenant Colonel R. B. W allace and 
M ajor Cook went out w ith  Companies B, E and G, 
and reported to B rigadier General Otis, who said that 
it was a mistake and he did not need so many. L ieu 
tenant Colonel W allace le ft M ajor Cook with Com pany 
G and returned to the regim ent with the other two. A ll 
that night and the next day and the next night the 
regim ent w’as under a terrible fire on the line, and un
til the morning o f  the 6th, when the Filipinos had fa l
len back.

Then cam e the advance on Caloocan. In that a d 
vance nine com panies took part, fou r with M ajor Cook, 
four w ith M ajor John R . Miller, one with M ajor Bell 
o f  the regulars, while three did duty  at La Lom a 
Church as a reserve. The advance w as begun on the 
10th o f February in the afternoon and lasted until 
dark, when the com m and fell back to the established 
lines fo r  the night. The insurgents were putting up 
a desperate resistance, and it was found im possible to 
make any headway without great sacrifice. The line 
was established next day and along that line from

then until the 24th day o f  March there was a steady 
fight every day. The M ontana regim ent was estab
lished between the K ansas and the Third artillery, 
and strung out in a line half a m ile long. F or the 
first day or two the Filipino sharpshooters gave great 
trouble by  firing from  the trees. In this w ay one of 
the M ontana men was w ounded one night. The F ili
pinos had been w orking on their trenches while the 
Am ericans were w aiting for them to advance. The 
Am ericans could see them  at work, but were not a l
lowed to  do anything to  stop them. Lieutenant Col
onel W allace and Captain Hill were wounded early in 
the fighting.

On the night of F ebruary 23, the night a fter M anila 
had been set on fire by the insurgents, the rebels made 
a dem onstration all a long  the line. In one or two 
places they left the trenches, w hich was som ething 
unusual fo r  them to do. On that day Lieutenant 
French was killed and eleven o f  the M ontana regim ent 
wounded. The insurgents were driven back with 
great loss. N ight and day  during the time the M on
tanas lay  on the line they were under fire. On M arch 
24 came orders to break cam p as soon as it was dark. 
The regim ent reported to  General M acA rthur at L a  
Lom a church, and w as placed on the left, connecting 
with the Pennsylvanias. The second and third bat
talions w'ere to  be on the firing line, and the first b a t
talion in reserve. The K ansas regim ent was on the 
left o f the Montana. The advance began about 6 
o ’clock  on the m orning o f  the 25th. The first thing the 
Am ericans knew they had bum ped up against the in 
surgents in the trenches the F ilipinos had been d ig
ging during the interval. There the rebels put up a 
strong fight fo r  a little while. The Colorados and the 
Pennsylvanians were the first to receive the fire. They 
had covered half the distance o f the one thousand 
yards between the A m erican  position and the F ili
pino trenches before the firing began. A fter a  few  
volleys the Filipinos were routed w ith great loss in 
killed, wounded and captured. In this affair the M on
tana lost the services o f  twenty, killed and wounded.

During this advance the line w as contracted, and 
part o f the regim ent w ithdraw n tem porarily from  the 
front. The third battalion becam e separated from  the 
others. The first and second battalions reached the 
Tulihan river soon after 8 o ’clock . There they met 
with a strong resistance from  tw'o blockhouses on the 
other side of the river. They were ordered to remain 
there until the lines could be straightened out. W ith  
the K ansas and the Third artillery the M ontanas

c^ove the insurgents out of the blockhouses and 
crossed the river. In this engagem ent two were killed 
ard  five wounded in Com pany G, and one wounded in 
Com pany E and one in D. The tw o  battalions crossed 
t. e river, and rem ained there till the third battalion 
came up, w’hen the regim ent went into cam p for the 
i :ght. On the follow ing morning, March 26, the advane 
on P olo  was taken up. The day w as spent in m aneuv
ering in front o f  that place. The original plan con 
tem plated that the right of the line should swing 
around with H ale’s brigade and cut off the retreat of 
the insurgents from  Malabon. W heaton was to com e 
up a fter the line had been established and get the ene
my between the tw o lines and the bay—form ing a tri
angle from  which the insurgents could not escape. 
W heaton advanced tw enty -four hours too  soon  and 
drove the rebels out o f Mala!bon before the right of 
the line could sw ing into position. The insurgents 
passed M acArthur’ s front before he could cut them 
off. From  then on it was a stern chase.

The next day, M arch 27, the regim ent was ordered 
in reserve. The day was put in w aiting fo r  the firing 
line to push ahead. That night M ariloa was reached. 
There the insurgents made another desperate resis- 
stance. A  number o f men wrere wounded by stray b u l
lets. The Montana, the South D akota and the K an 
sas regim ent and the Third artillery took part in this.

The insurgents were 
across the river, and 
were keeping up a 
constant fusilade. 
During the night the 
Am ericans built a 
ponto o n  b r i d g e  
across the river, de
tails from  the M on
tana regim ent help
ing in the work; and 
on the morning of 
the 28th the crossing 
was made on this 
pontoon bridge. The 
insurgents re t i r e d 
before the men they 
had learned to fear. 
The com m and went 
about a mile from  
the river and cam p
ed. On the m orn
ing of the 29th M on
tana was assigned 
to a position on the 
extrem e left o f the 
line, connecting with 
Kansas, and the ad
vance was taken up 
on Bigaa and B a
coue. B igaa was 
abandoned by  the 
rebels a fter slight 
resistance. It was 

l i e u t . c o l . r . B .  W a l l a c e . there that Colonel
K essler’s o r d e r l y ,  

Marshall, was killed. M arshall was holding the c o l 

onel’s horse when he was struck in the head by  a 
bullet. Colonel Kessler had ju st ordered him to lie 
down and seek protection. Another soldier from  Com 
pany H  was m ortally wounded at the same time.

A t Bacoue the regim ent had to  cross on a railroad 
bridge on the ties. The artillery had shelled the rebels 
out o f their positions, and the M ontanas w ith the other 
com m ands in the division went through and rested at 
Bacoue for a short tim e, feasting on Chickens, pigs 
and other delicacies. A fter dinner the advance was 
again taken up, M ontana being on the extrem e left o f 
the firing line. Another small town was taken during 
the m arch with practica lly  no resistance, the insur
gents setting it on fire before they left. D uring the 
■march the regim ent w as under continuous fire from  
the retreating rebels, and a num ber of men were 
wounded.

That night the regim ent cam ped at Guiguinto, and 
there it remained until about noon of the 30th. Then 
cam p w as broken, and the M ontana and K ansas regi
ments with the Third artillery started tow ard M alo- 
los. It was expected to reach there that afternoon, 
but a very  hard country  w as struck, full o f bam boo 
jungles, pineapple patches, swamps, etc. Camp was 
pitched that night a miile and a half from  Malolos, 
and the next m orning the advance was again  taken 
up. The plan was fo r  the artillery to open up for 
tw enty minutes or half an hour before the in fantry 
advance was made. A fter the artillery had shelled 
the rebel trenches the com m and m oved up to within 
half a  mile o f  Malolos, m eeting w ith no very strong re
sistance. Then the entire division was halted, and a 
squad o f the Kansas regim ent sent into the outskirts 
of the town. They w ere fired on from  a barricade 
across the street, and after returning the fire w ith 
drew". This m ovem ent was m ade in order to locate 
the enemy.

W hen it had been done B rigadier General Otis or
dered M ajor Cook to take his battalion into M alolos, 
occupy the town, and establish guard over the g o v 
ernment buildings and property; a lso to  try  to extin
guish the fires that had been started, and to  prevent 
any looting. The battalion met w ith no resistance at 
all, and four com panies were established in four quar
ters o f  the city. Com pany G of this battalion raised 
the first Am erican flag in the place. It was one that 
was given  to them in San F rancisco on the w ay out.

The regim ent w ent into cam p that night on the 
railroad two miles beyond M alolos. On the follow ing


