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Test Your Seed Corn

IN MEXICO
JOHN PAl  L DANA

T h e  entrance of Victoriano 
Huerta, recent dictator of Mexico, 
to United States territory, the con
tinued successes of the Carranza 
forces, and the threatened downfall 
of Pancho Villa, has again attracted 
general attention to the conditions 
in the sister republic to the south

It has been almost four years now 
since Porfirio Diaz was deposed and 
this time, with but a short inter
mission during the period  ̂ of Ma- 
dero’s control, there has been con
stant war. Madero, an idealist a 
generation ahead of his time and a 
man who had the good of his country 
at heart, was betrayed to his death 
by Huerta, his leading general. 1  o- 
day in Mexico city the tomb of 
Madero is daily decorated with 
dowers by thousands of Mexicans

Victoriano Huerta is a strong man 
and prohably the ablest general of 
any of the present Mexican leaders. 
For over a year he reigned as an 
almost absolute monarch against the 
opposition of the world. President 
Wilson refused to recognize his 
government hccause of his assassi
nation of Madero, and this finally 
led to his downfall Hut this was 
only accomplished In the withdrawa1 
of the embargo on arms from Wash
ington.

Carranza occupied Mexico City 
as “ first chief’’ and then there came 
a wild scramble tor the presidency 
A convention was called at Aguas 
Calientes, the delegates to name a 
provisional president who was to 
hold the reins of government until a 
general election could be held. I here 
was much manipulation of this con
vention and Carranza refused to 
countenance it \ ilia appeared be
fore the hodv backed bv 5.0O0 troops 
After many complications Gutierrez 
was named to head the temporary 
government.

There  was much jockeying and 
finally (iutierrez, who refused to do 
the bidding of Villa, withdrew from 
the office and left the capital \ 
junction of \ ilia and Zapata forced 
the Carranza troops to change their 
base to Vera Cruz, and the two 
bandit chieftains entered Mexico 
City They quarreled over the 
spoils, while Carranza and his very 
efficient generals were gaming 
strength every day. Obregon de
feated the \ ilia forces a number of 
times and finally forced his evacu
ation of the city At present Car
ranza holds control of the capital

It is reported that Villa is on the 
verge of breakdown. His continual 
losses have preyed upon his mind and 
it would not be surprising to see him 
move his entire forces to the northern 
tier of states, his old stamping 
ground The theatre of war would 
then again be in Sonora and Chihua
hua principally, and there would be 
lively times along the border

T he presence of Huerta in New 
York has some significance There 
is no possibility of his arraying him
self with either Carranza or Villa, 
both of whom are deadly enemies 
But there is a chance for another 
uprising, with Huerta at its head, 
and veterans like Orozco supporting 
him This will be determined by 
the fate of Villa, who seems to have 
lost much prestige All in all, the 
situation in Mexico has not changed 
materially. And there are too many 
professional revolutionists developed 
during the succession of wars, to 
warrant the belief that there mav be 
peace of stable quality without inter
vention and the establishment of a 
directorate of some character. .

J  C  T h% lor. C onn tv \ cr icu l tu r i ' . t

The same old admonition, a 
champion corn growei’s key to suc
cess is that he tests every ear of 
corn to tint! out if it is strong and 
vigorous in growing qualities. When 
you hu> a horse you never think ot 
taking him and paying the man 
without looking him oyer carefully 
anti satisfying yourselt that he is 
perfectly sound, if you ate buying 
him foi a sound hoise.

Naturally you plant youi com  ex 
pet ting it to lie sound and able to 
do its best in producing an eat of 
coin,  oi liei wise you would not plant 
il \ com giowei told the vvrilet 
recently that he set ured ears ot corn 
fiom a sample that was a pvi/e win 
tier at a certain state fair I hey 
looked so blight ami cheery that 
theie was no question in his mind 
but what they vveie live and sluing 
eais  1 hey vveie planted along one 
Side of the Held, but atlei tbe otllei 
i.oin was an null or two high, not 
one kernel ol tins t o m  hail even 
sptotited. and it net essitaled leplant 
mg that pail of the field, but it was 
a good lesson, anti it is up to every 
torn giowei to lake no tb an tes  tc 
gaitiing his faith in an eat of tom. 
guessing that it is alive.

1'here are several methods of test
ing seed t o m  1 In- rag doll method 
is very simple anti you liav e undoubt- 
etllv seen n explained many times in 
t i i tu la rs  anil poll inat ions I lieie 
is also the old sawdust method \ny 
method is gootl if it is reliable

\ftei you have anangetl  the eats 
and numbeied eat h one by plating 
ihem in rows anti separating the 
rows with lath oi papei oi by some 
satislat lory method, H is important 
that you take six kernels fiom van 
ous paits of the eai

By  inferring the blade ot a knife 
anti pressing it against the kernels 
they come out whole and easily, 
la ke  two kernels neat the butt on 

opposite sides of (he ear Then lake 
two mole kernels from the middle, 
but not from the same row of kernels 
from which you took the butt sample. 
Totally take two more kernels from 
neat the lip and be sure that these 
also .ire noi from the same rows of 
kernels fiom whnli you selected the 
other foot \ ou will ihen have a 
( omposite sample of that ear

1 he lest box that you make from 
boards anti fill with sawdust should 
In solidly packed and a cloth tacked 
over it Maik the (loth in numbered 
squares and be sure to place the six 
kernels from each ear in squares 
numbered i<> t orrespond with the 
number of the ear from which the 
kernels were taken. Then place 
over the top of them another cloth 
and put sawdust on top of that

Be careful not to let the box dry 
out at any time during the test. 
Visit it frequently, and see that it is 
supplied with moisture. Don’t let 
the ears that you are testing get 
mixed up Remember that this is 
one of the most important things 
that you have to do this spring 
before planting time.

There are very few successful 
dairymen who do not look to the 
Babcock tester as the great essential 
in weeding out the poor cows, and 
the torn tester is just as important

Getting More Oil Leases

IMPRESSIONS OF A VISITOR 
SOME BAKER PERSONALITIES

Bv JOHN P AI  L DANA

lr is a peculiar thing that 1 have 
noted about the men of Baker and 
vicinity, in that thev are almost in
variably big men, not in every case 
physically, but big in a mental way, 
progressive fellows, men yvho seize 
the sense of a proposition in a few 
minutes, and do not dillv-dallv. I 
have in mind just at this time R. T. 
(Dick)  Smith, the guiding genius of 
the Baker State Bank Dick for
merly lived at Wibaux but about six 
years rgo he showed his great good 
sense m coming to Baker to make it 
his home Dick Smith has built up a 
splendid business tor his bank 
through far sight as a financier, a 
conseryative liberality, and his own 
personality. He has a fine home, a 
splendid family, a chon choo car with 
lights as bright as himself, and every
body in the vicinity for a friend

I hev call him “ Sunny Jim” and 
it does not take one long to find the 
reason thereof He carries sunshine 
about in his pockets His real name 
is Sparks and he is the mayor of 
Baker, as he has been before The 
people don’ t seem to have much use 
for him hut they thought that they 
had better elect him for want of any 
better material z\nd then again, the 
mayor has two ranches, one oil each 
side of the city, and it was thought 
that he might foreclose on the town. 
Just at present he is kicking strenu
ously about paying city taxes on 
stock, the said animals never having 
seen the citv limns. T h e  mayor has 
been having a strenuous time of it of 
late but has got things into such 
shape now so that he can even play a 
game ol solo or rummy with the rest 
of the hunch if he sees fit.

George Daugherty is the high 
Poo Bah ol Democratic circles in 
and abojt Baker city He is also the 
postmaster and the champion long 
distance farmer in Eastern Montana 
At one time, so the storv goes, when 
he lived in ‘Mpls,’ ’ he was con
sidered the Beau Brummel of Min
nesota. It is legendary that he clad 
his form in habiliments which made 
them all sit up and take notice He 
has reformed since he came to 
Montana

Bill O'Loughlin has tfie enviable 
distinction of having erected the first 
flour mill and gram elevator in eastern 
Montana, that is, east of Miles City 
He has other interests, owning a big 
ranch near Fallon and a section of 
land in the vicinity of this town He 
had so much realty that last winter 
he let go of a section at Broadview 
Bill is seldom seen in his old haunts, 
having recently graduated into the 
ranks of the benedicts. He is one 
of the big men of Baker.

Hobart L Cory is a sort of a dual 
personality He is not only county 
surveyor but also city engineer. And 
he holds down both jobs to the 
queen’s taste. Formerly, before he 
became cmlized, he was a deputy 
surveyor in the forest service He

held down a similar position in Cus
ter county before it was divided. He 
is manird. although vou wouldn’t 
believe it to look at him. and just at 
present is varying his other work 
with that ol superintending the 
erection ot a new bungalow He
waseleited to his various positions 
because of his intrinsic worth and his 
personal popularity

I. C Burns is a mighty busy man. 
He is l ’mted States commissioner, 
police magistrate, a Republican, and 
a good tellovv. ami that sure is some 
combination At one time he lived 
in Miles City hui there was not 
enough excitement there tor him 
He came to Baker and immediately 
set about to buy up the whole 
country As a starrer he took 
charge of the credit department of 
J. Lang A Son, but this lai ked ex
citement also So he annexed a fevV 
jobs ami is now engaged in promot
ing the largest land selling scheme in 
F.astern Montana. He is sure some 
progressive citizen, always on his toes.

Frank Beazlev is an old tune cow 
puncher, a charge that could be an
nexed to quite a number of the Baker 
men of prominence. He owns large 
stotk interests in the central part of 
the county and is one of the firm of 
the Baker Mercantile Company He 
came from the Belle Fourche coun
try at one time and it is rumored that 
he used to iitie the line all the way 
from the Panhandle to the Yellow
stone. He has become more settled 
of late and is now an alderman from 
the Second ward. When there is a 
shoulder to be put to the wheel for 
Baker’s welfare, Frank is the first one 
to get set and push.

George Simpson makes ugars and 
also some medicine, at times. Some 
times it is good medicine and there 
arc other times when it is had. But 
he makes medicine at all times He 
came from North Dakota, about four 
years ago. T here is a rumor to the 
eSect that he was in some sort of a 
porcine business there, but this has 
never been verified.

At present he has a strawberry 
ranch in the Plevna country, not very 
far away from a hunch of country 
which is owned by a man named 
Conser, a revered — more nr less— 
editor of eastern Montana Simpson 
makes cigars on the side, the berries 
having the preference. And that is 
the way with human nature I have 
smoked smokes all over the world 
and spent two years in Cuba, where 
they really make cigars.

Those tubes which George makes 
his head liner, are called “ DonCor- 
ello" They are on the Imperial 
order and of the finest stock. George 
is building up a big business in east
ern Montana because of his inherent 
honesty in putting in the proper fillers 
and wrappers. It might be men
tioned, incidentally, that Br e r Simp
son is a mighty poor hand at “rummy’ ' 
and that they call him “ Skinny” be
cause of his fondness for T -bones 
and his want of avoirdupois.

At the Congregational Church

Au Revoir the Milk Maid

May 11th Arbor Day

Governor Stewart has issued a , 
reclamation setting apart May 11 , 
s arbor day throughout the state.) 
he governor especially urges th at' 
le day be observed by schools.

It is understood that the T astern 
Montana Oil < o.. of Miles ( ity, are 
actively engaged in securing leases 
for land in the vicinity of ( edar 
creek, the field of operation of the 
old Mid-West Oil ( o. The leading 
spirits in the new company are, 
Miles W Milligan, John Johns,  and 
Al. Kircher ,  all of Miles City, the 
latter up to April 1st being register 
of the C. S. land office. The new 
company is out selling stock to raise 
funds for the development of the oil 
fields. These  are the same men who 
recently secured a c i ty  franchise for 
the supplying of gas in Glendive.

Cflrndive Monitor

I he new merhanna]  milke r < an 
now he seen in daily operation at 
Pope Brothers dairy farm It is said 
that the new device, which is the 
latest word in scientific and sanitary 
dairying, can milk four cows in five 
minutes, and at the same time guar 
antee absolutely clear and dean 
milk, free from even the minutest 
particles of dust.

Prairie County to Bond

County Clerk and Recorder Wy 
man of Dawson county is engaged 
in preparing a transcript of Prairie

• ounty's creation papers, for the 
purpose of enabling the new <ount> 
to float a $65,iiDD bond issue to meet 
its heavy obligations caused by the 
recent creation

Murder Trial at Glendive
Monitor

The spring t e rm of ttv- district 
ourt in Glendive opened / uesday, 
\pril 13th. on which day Judge (..  

< Hurley set ihe calendar I his is 
•he term of court which is expected 
•'» decide the f a te  of the alleged 
n^urders of Trank (iarrmger, the 
Woody Creek homesteader James 
Harry, Lester Black and Mrs. Lillian 
btollard.

The choir will rehearse next Sun- 
da v ev ening at 7 SO.

The Christian Endeavor meeting 
last Sunday evening was character 
l/ed by earnestness and helpfulness. 
Lee Woodworth will lead next Sun
day with the suhject "One  day m 
seven for the highest things."

On account of the unexpected 
privilege of hearing Rev. Mr. l ’ovvell 
of Billings last Sunday evening, Mis.  
l ack’ s lecture on “ Life Among the 
Eskimos" was postponed and will be 
given next Sunday evening. Sub
ject of the morning sermon- “ T h e  
Jo\ of the New Testament .”

MR.  ROW E l . L’S S ER MO N

The evening sermon by Rev. Mi 
Powell of Billings was drawn from 
the text, "Seek ye the Lord while 
He may he found." He related the 
incident of his preaching to an 
audience of women at a little town a 
week ago, the men were railroaders 
and weie on duty, they were there
to! e not .to he blamed. But the in 
c idem, he said, was an example of 
the tendency of many places where 
religious indifference is the cause 
lather than "being on duty." Going 
to thurch is a good hnbit for every 
one

The tendency to religions lndller- 
ence is particularly great out here 
in ihe west where there is lack of 
organization in the work and where 
the services cannot be made so at
tractive as in the older communities 
fiom which we have come. The ex
ample of the man who worked day 
and night during the week and still 
w as at church on Sunday is a good 
one altho his tired body did not 
permit him to keep awake during 
the sermon, yet he felt that it was a 
good atmosphere in which to be one 
day in the week.

Our object,  then, should he to 
t are for our religious needs while 
we are able, for the time will, and 
may soon come, when we will not 
have the opportunity, “ Seek ye the 
Lord while He may be found."

Sunday Services
10 30 a. m., Morning Service
11 3t> a. m., Sunday School
7 45 j) m , Evening Service
6 45 Christian Endeavot

Rev B. A. Tack.  Pastoi

High School Notes

Mi. Hums visited school Monday 
afternoon and presented Miss Bessie 
Millard with the first Burn’s Medal, 
awarded for an essay on the " R e  
sources of Tallon County."

Mi Shaw of Kkalaka visited st bool 
Wednesday morning.

On I uesday morning Rev ( hirg 
win of the Montana Deacon school 
spoke to the higher rooms on “ uu 
selfishness and our school life as a 
great helji to our aftei life

It is a mystery to some to find 
their hats and caps on the grounds 
near the building Who knows how 
they get there

Ada Byford left school la-t Mon 
day, going to Lewiston, coming here 
some time ago from Waterloo. Iowa.

Oliver (Bass  was absent Iasi week, 
hav ing a very mild attack o f » hit ken 
pox.

ih e  High St hool appreciated the 
large attendance at their play, “ \ 
College 'I own” on last Friday night 
and wish io thank all for their kind
ness.

W . P Roscoe, of the Security 
Bridge Co., was here Wednesday 
looking over the progress of the work 
of ditching for the water system. The 
ditching machine is stalled for the 
present on account of a broken bucket 
chain. Mr. Roscoe informs the Sen
tinel that his company secured the 
contract for installing the sewer sys
tem in Roundup at $25,000, against 
eleven bidders, ranging up to $46,000,

TOWNSITE CO. 
LOSES CORNER

The title to the Main street lot in 
Baker, known as the “ Ruesink Cor
ner,’ ’ was determined by the supreme 
court Tuesday in an opinion by Chief 
Justice Brantly, the court affirming 
the judgment of the lower court in 
the case of the Milwaukee Land 
company against Ira Ruesink and 
John Anderson. The suit was 
brought to recover possession of the 
lot mentioned The company won 
out in the lower court where Justice 
Sanner, then sitting on the district 
bench, gave the decision. When 
Judge Hurley came on the bench a 
new trial was granted, from which 
order the company appealed, and the 
supreme court has affirmed Judge 
Hurley’s order The decision means 
that the successors in interest of rhc 
original purchasers of the lot, Way & 
Ratchford, will get title.

After the cancellation of the orig
inal contract, the property was pur
chased by John Hostetter of Miles, 
from whose estate M. W . Milligan 
subsequently purchased and who is 
the real party in interest losing the 
possession of the property, which has 
been in the courts for nearly five 
years.

Master Key Pleases
The Master Key which is showing 

at the Owego theatre, enters upon 
the fourth episode next Sunday. The 
third episode which was shown last 
Sunday was a thriller from the first 
flash on the screen. I,ifc is a suc
cession of doors each of which open 
to love, happiness and other most de
sirable things according to the author 
of the picture play, and we all he 
claims are seeking the “ Master Key” 
which will open them to us in turn 
as we face the barrier.

The Gales, who are billed for al
ternate Thursday night vaudeville 
features at the local picture show 
were down to Marmarth the first of 
this week where they put on a mo
tion picture program interspersed with 
acts in which Miss Annette Gale bore 
the leading part.

Violet
Mrs. Newell is doing Mr. Twtfords 

housekeeping and cooking while he 
is busy in the fields.

Mrs. Glenn ( ’. R o b i n s  and Mrs. 
Newell went for a fast buggy ride to 
A. H. Webster ’s Monday.

R. H. \tkmson has gone to the 
Chico Springs, where he will receive 
treatment for rheumatism. We hope 
to see him as spry as evei.

\ri interesting and successful en
tertainment was held the 30th of 
March, consisting of dialogues and 
speaking. Cla ik ’s orchestra fur 
nished good music. \ basket social 
was held after ihe program from 
which $^3 was made, the jiroceeds 
going for the provisions of the last 
hall game \  two hour dam e was 
given aftei the social.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn C. Robins 
made several calls in the neighbor
hood hunday

R. Blaine, who tame in this vicin
ity recently from Kkalaka, has se 
< ured a saddle horse but is greatly 
in need of a Miles City saddle.

I he school meeting at the Nor
man sc hool house was well attended. 
Mr. hcoles was elected chairman and 
trustee by acclamation. R. C. Nor
man and Mr. Molstad still hold their 
place as trustees.

E. Olmstead and Mrs. C. Johnston 
are exchanging work, thereby help
ing each other out.

’The fields are beginning to buzz 
with busy farmers.

H. C. Sleeth is plowing with his 
engine for BilJte Perkins.

J. C. Burnette was at the Clark 
school house and organized a farm 
ers club, with R. C. Jink president, 
Mr. Bisher vice president and Albert 
Hansen secretary-treasurer.

The Ladies Aid met with Mrs. Ed 
Hamilton Thursday last. As it 
was the starting of the aid only three 
members were present,


