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It's a Matter of Opinion
American moral values and the lack thereof
By Lori Kesinger

A May 2013 Gallup poll "Out-

look for Moral Values in the U.S."

resulted in seven in ten Americans

having a negative view of moral

values. The top five problems
Americans cited were lack of con-

sideration for others, lack of fam-

ily structure, lack of religion, lack

of morals, and sense of entitlement.

It seems John F. Kennedy's state-

ment, "My fellow Americans, ask

not what your country can do for

you, ask what you can do for your

country," has been reversed. Ego-

centrism is defining America.
Yet, every now and then some in-

dividuals shock society and break

the mold. Recently, a homeless

man in Atlanta, Georgia turned in

a hotel guest's stolen wallet he

found in a nearby trash can as he

searched for food. The wallet con-

tained credit cards and identifica-

tion of a hotel guest whose purse

was stolen as she walked to her car.

The Omni Hotel rewarded Joel

Hartman with a week-long stay and

a cash reward. The hotel managing

director, Scott Stuckey, said, "He

did the right thing, and now I want

to do the right thing for him." Hart-

man was over-the-moon grateful.

In another recent incident, a

Sheridan, Wyoming man found a

bank envelope full of money on a

street. Sam Watson posted his find

on a community Facebook page,

"Found: Cash in First Interstate

Bank envelope. Pretty specifically

folded. If you can identify, I will

private message you and get it back

to you." It was not specified how

much money was in the envelope,

but the person who lost the money

responded within hours of the post-
ing. Watson said, "A lot of what I

do in life is to make me sleep bet-

ter." He never thought about keep-

ing the money.
A Billings, Montana couple

wrote a letter to the editor to thank

a thoughtful young lady who of-

fered her and a friend's seats to

them at a packed school concert in
November. Linda and Dale
Fasching stated, "Her parents and

the school she attends are to be
commended for instilling a spirit of

generosity and consideration in this

SERVSAFE training
The Fallon/Carter County Exten-

sion Office will be offering a four

hour SERVSAFE training Jan. 22

from 2-6 p.m. at the Fallon County

Library basement. This four hour

SERVSAFE class is designed for
those who work in concession

stands, food booths, restaurants,
and cafeterias but is also a great op-

Extension calendar
Jan. 1 - Holiday - office closed

Jan. 3 - Cow Capital, Miles City

Jan. 8 - Fallon County Livestock

Committee meeting
Jan. 15 - Fallon County 4-H

Council meeting
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portunity to anyone who
volved in food service.

For more information, please
contact the Fallon/Carter County

Extension Office at 406-778-7110
or stop at the office at 10 West Fal-

lon Avenue. Register by Jan. 6,
2014. Late registrations are ac-

cepted.

is in-

Jan. 16 - Carter County 4-H

Council meeting
Jan. 20 - Holiday - office closed

kind girl."
It is disheartening to have to

view these incidents as rarities
when once they were the norm.
Herman Melville said, "We cannot
live only for ourselves. A thou-
sand fibers connect us with our
fellow men; and among those
fibers as sympathetic threads, our

actions run as causes, and they
come back to us as effects." We
need to realize our attitudes and

actions affect other people, and
doing good is worth it whether or
not there is reward or recognition.
We can be a part of a positive

transformation on the negative
outlook on American moral val-

ues.
Trasi Harris of Buffalo,

Wyoming commented on the lost

money post, "Pay it forward peo-
ple!" and that's a good idea.
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We have so much to
celebrate this year, including
the continued patronage of

folks like you!
Happy New Year and

many thanks.

We will be closed
Dec. 30 - Jan. 1,

2014

Cabin Creek Café

MOVING

and igns
We are excited to announce we will be

opening soon in our new larger location.

December 301h
1920 Valley Drive

am. At the Stop Light by Reynolds Market mil.

Cards
Twelve people came out to play

pinochle at the Baker Senior Cen-
ter Dec. 22. There were three tables
of four players.
Winners were Leland Gundlach -

won two times, Alvina Varner, and
Iven Felt.

Pinochle will be played Dec. 29
at the Center at 1:30 p.m. and again
New Years Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 31,
at 7 p.m. - ???

Weather Vane
Dec. 16 40 20 .07
Dec. 17 42 3
Dec. 18 41 12 .03
Dec. 19 11 -14 .11
Dec. 20 15 -16
Dec. 21 9 -9 trc
Dec. 22 1 -21 trc
YTD Moisture - 21.23"

e-mail your news:
fctImes@midrIvers.corn

Fallon County Times

Find us on Facebook!

FARMERS

Baker office in the
Lake City Shopping Center

will not be open until after January 1.

406-778-2801

RaeAnn Svedberg, Agent
rsvedberg@farmersagent.com www.farmersagent.com/rsvedberg
406-778-2801 or 800-859-0333 — after hours 406-679-0262

Lake City Shopping Center

406-778-2202

Dail:), Special:5
(Different  selection than on our menu)

Ifomemade Soup

Variety of 'Fresh

Baked Goods Dairy

Hours:Sunday: 7 au - 1 pit
Monday. Closed

Tuesday - Saturday: 510 aiss -2 pm

Full rvice Agronom
Fertiliz • Crop Protect,
• Recommc n( la tioniand farm service

your operation

• Latest in crop management prod

year's crop potential

Grower owned compaity ketrino to

Stop in and visit:

Parker Murnion Call: 406-778-2929

Letters to the editor policy
Letters to the editor are welcome and will be published if they adhere to

the following rules:
They must be signed (unless e-mailed) and include an address and phone
number for verification.
They must be an issue of public interest and preferably concern only one topic.
Letters should be as brief as possible. We reserve the right to edit the letters

for length as well as taste and libel. Letters should be typed or legibly written.
Letters from outside the immediate area will be considered only if they are

of local interest.
Letters to the editor, guest columns and guest editorials do not necessar-

ily reflect the opinion of this newspaper.

Obituary policy
The Fallon County Times will run two types of obituaries. A free obituary

is 400 words or less, including a photo.
Over 400 words is a paid obituary with a minimum charge of $25, includ-

ing a photo.


