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City enforcing Public Nuisance Ordinance
Submitted by Baker Police Chief Reddick
Over the past several years the City of Baker

has received numerous complaints about the
visual decay that is present throughout the city.
Unfortunately, the majority of the complaints
revolve around the visual condition of private
properties. Whether it be junk vehicles, accu-
mulation of personal possessions, condition or
decaying appearance of houses and buildings,
or simply junk, it has been a concern.
On several occasions, the City Council meet-

ings have been attended by citizens voicing
their concerns to such conditions. In the past,
the City of Baker has addressed these concerns
by writing letters to residents asking for com-
pliance to the Public Nuisance Ordinance.
However, this has been fairly ineffective in at-
taining results.
As of November 2014,a new City Ordinance

has been adopted that is consistent with the
State of Montana Code regarding Public Nui-
sance. The new city ordinance is very descrip-
tive in nature and is deemed a criminal
misdemeanor with fines ranging from $150.00
to $500.00 and/or jail time.
In addition, matters of such will now be han-

dled by the Baker Police Department through
the criminal citation process. The Baker Police
Department has recently contacted many resi-
dents based on violations of Public Nuisance.
As a result, many have been cooperative in

correcting the violation. However, some have
failed to comply with either the State law or
City Ordinance and criminal citations have
been issued.
It is the goal of the City of Baker to promote

an aesthetically pleasing conununity that is en-
joyed by all and one that we can all be proud
of. According to Chief Reddick, the Baker Po-
lice Department will make contact with resi-
dents throughout the city who are in violations
of the ordinance as well as state law.
A brief summary of the ordinance is as fol-

lows.
Definitions

"Junk Vehicle" - A motor vehicle that is in-
operative, unable to be driven, unregistered,
unlicensed, abandoned, wrecked, or disman-
tled/disassembled by displaying the absence
of parts deemed essential to the operation of
the vehicle.

"Junk" - Old appliances, equipment, or
thereof, old iron or other scrap metal, automo-
bile or truck tires, cardboard, old lumber or
scrap wood, rags, rope, paper, debris, rubble.
batteries, rubber debris, containers, mattresses,
or any worn out, cast off, or discarded article
or material, which by its very display offers a
visual blight with no positive social value.
"Component Part" - Any identifiable part of

a discarded, ruined, wrecked, or dismantled
motor vehicle, including, but not limited to,

fenders, doors, hoods, engine blocks, motor
parts, transmissions, frames, axles, wheels,
tires, and passenger compartment fixtures.
"Public View" - Any point six feet above the

surface of the center of any public road from
which the community decay/public nuisance
can be seen.
"Community Decay" - A public nuisance

created by allowing rubble, debris. junk . junk
vehicles, or refuse to accumulate resulting in
conditions that are injurious to health, inde-
cent, offensive to the senses or obstructive of
the free use of property so as to interfere with
the comfortable enjoyment of life or property.

Public Nuisance
a. "Public Nuisance" means:
I. A condition which endangers safety or

health, is offensive to the senses, or obstructs
the free use of property so as to interfere with
the comfortable enjoyment of life or property
by an entire community or neighborhood or by
any considerable number of persons, including
but not limited to the following:
The enumeration, below, shall not be deemed

exclusive, but merely illustrative, it being the
intent and purpose of this subsection to include
as nuisances, all actions or things of the char-
acter described in Subsection(a)(1), above.
A. Accumulating, maintaining or storing in

public view on any lot or other parcel of land,
any abandoned, discarded, or unused furniture,

household appliances, fixtures or equipment,
or junk. In addition, the whole of any property
accumulation within view of the public that
can be reasonably deemed to constitute a vi-
sual blight reducing the aesthetic appearance.
If such material is being accumulated as part
of an ongoing, active salvage business other
than an approved licensed motor vehicle
wrecking facility, the salvage business must be
located in a properly zoned area for such a
business and shall be fully shielded from pub-
lic view;
B. Accumulating. maintaining or storing in

public view on any lot or other parcel of land
any junk vehicle, or any abandoned, wrecked,
dismantled, or inoperative trailers, campers,
boats, or other watercraft as well as compo-
nent pans. Any person possessing one or more
junk vehicles regardless of ownership. shall
shield the vehicles from public view or remove
the vehicles:
C. Dumping, piling, or stacking of bricks,

concrete blocks, worxi, and similar material on
any lot or other parcel of land, unless said ma-
terial is tacked in neat piles and all waste ma-
terials are removed;
D. Accumulating, maintaining or storing of

a significant amount of cardboard boxes, bro-
ken packing boxes, paper, or other similar
items on any lot or other parcel of land;

SEE PUBLIC NUISANCE ORDINANCE, PAGE 10

Fallon Medical Complex Health Facility Levy
By David Espeland, CEO
Fallon Medical Complex
Fallon County voters will be sent mail-in bal-

lots this week for an election to be held on May
5,2015. The sole purpose of this election is to
determine whether the Fallon Medical Com-
plex (FMC) health Facility Levy should be
continued for another two years. This levy is
not a new tax. It is simply a continuation of the
ten mills that have been continually renewed
by voters for the past 12 years.
This levy was started in 2003 to provide as-

sistance with keeping FMC's buildings in good
operating condition. The levy's funds have
been, and will continue to be, strictly dedicated
to this purpose. None of the money is used to
pay wages, purchase supplies, pay utility bills,
or cover overhead expenses.

Fallon Medical Complex is operated by a
non-profit charitable organization through a
management agreement with Fallon County,
which retains ownership of all assets. FMC is
expected to operate substantially on its own.
However, providing healthcare to a small rural
county does not return any profits after paying
for its day-to-day operations.

Larger facilities with more robust margins
can "fund" improvements by tucking away ex-
cess profits each year. When an asset reaches
the end of its useful life, the facility has the
money to make the necessary upgrades. Small
facilities such as FMC do not enjoy such a his-
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ury. We have not been, and perhaps never will
be, able to sock away money for future facility
improvements.
The mill levy funds fill that void, so that we

can make the necessary upgrades and improve-
ments to the county's healthcare assets. Prior
to 2003. FMC had a difficult time keeping the
facility in good repair. We found ourselves put-
ting off much needed repairs and upgrades be-
cause we couldn't afford to take out a loan.
But since we have been receiving mill levy

funds, we have been making great strides at
improving Fallon Medical Complex. Virtually
every department has been a beneficiary of the
mill levy funds, either through facility-wide in-
frastructure upgrades or department-specific
improvements. Since the last renewal of the
mill levy in 2013, it has been used for a num-
ber of smaller projects. It has also been used to
provide preparation for a larger project that is
just now starting.
For example, following the significant rains

we experienced during the spring and summer
of 2013, we were forced to replace a number
of underground drain lines as well as improve
surface drainage away from our buildings. This
required tearing into existing landscaping,
sidewalks and paving that all had to be re-
stored. Although the planting and irrigation
still has to be completed, we spent mill levy
money to make the necessary repairs, install
topsoil, patch asphalt paving, and replace con-
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crete sidewalks after the drainage work was
completed.
In addition, we made a number of improve-

ments to hospital mechanical systems during
the past two years. This involved the upgrading
of our hospital humidification system to use
steam injection instead of hot water. We also
upgraded our medical air system to address a
long-standing leak that rapidly drained our
medical air cylinders when they were in use.
This upgrade required the replacement of a
service manifold and other equipment im-
provements to bring the system up to code.
Furthermore, mill levy funds were used to in-

stall a fire alarm audio interface, allowing
emergency personnel to make announcements
directly over the fire alarm system instead of
the overhead paging system. Since not all areas
of the facility are wired for paging, occupants
were not always aware of the status of a fire
alarm. The funds were additionally used to
conduct a power quality analysis to determine
why we are experiencing erratic performance
of medical and computing equipment during
switchovers from MDU power to backup gen-
erator power.

During the past few months, we have been
using the mill levy funds to prepare for a sig-
nificant project currently beginning in the
basement of the long term care wing of our
building complex.The mill levy funded extensive

SEE LEVY, PAGE 10

Dog Days
Silhouette
Shoot to be
held in Baker
By Lori Kesinger
This summer, shooting enthusiasts will

have the opportunity to participate in a
small bore competition while supporting or-
ganizations helping veterans and commu-
nity needs.
The first ever Dog Days Silhouette Shoot
ill be held Saturday. July 11. at the Fallon

County Shooting Range three miles west of
Baker.
Shooting classes are available for men,

women, and youth. Winners will place
champion through fourth in all classes.
A rules meeting will be held at the Amer-

ican Legion in Baker Friday, July 10, at 7
p.m. Range officials will be available to an-
swer any questions. Competitors will re-
ceive a scorecard, relay nutnber, and shirt at
the meeting.
Competition will begin at 8 a.m. Saturday,

July II . Competitors will need to be at the
range by 7:30 a.m.

SEE DOG DAYS. PAGE 12

Bondell
sentenced for
knife threat
A Baker man was sentenced on April 7 to

at least three years in prison after a threat

involving a knife.
Clinton Bondell was found guilty in De-

cember 2014 of misdemeanor Assault,
felony Assault with a Weapon and two
counts of felony Criminal Endangerment
stemming from an incident in a Baker busi-
ness in December 2013.
Judge George W. Huss imposed consecu-

tive sentences on three of the counts saying
it was the intent of the Court for Bondell to
be under supervision for the next 25 years.
Judge Huss ordered Bondell to participate
in mental health treatment throughout the
entire period. Bendeli is restricted from
being in Fallon County for the next ten
years, and if released, can only reside in a
location that has an intensive supervision
program.

The State was represented by Fallon
County Attorney Darcy Wassmann
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