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Stunning mural depicts bygone era
By Lori Kesinger

In downtown Baker, you can now take a step back in time
looking at the new mural painted on the south side of Prairie
Rose Classics. Brilliant colors depict a scene resonating from
the bygone era when Route 66 was a definition of America.
A classic stainless steel diner sits in the background with a

parking lot full of classic cars and a Texaco station off to the
left masking a glass doorway to the building.
The mural was an idea Prairie Rose Classics owners, Ken and
Karen Griffith, longed to have come to fruition locally after
seeing so many murals in their travels.
"It's something we always wanted to do but we had a terrible

time trying to find someone to come and do it. Most people
don't want to come to Baker," Ken said.
Their dream finally came true when they met Raine Clotfelter,
a retired US Navy Officer and Illustrator Draftsman, from
Branson, Missouri.
Clotfelter joined the Navy in 1983 and continued his career They stayed in Baker the entire time despite rain hindering their

in the Navy by joining the Navy Reserves in 1988. He was re-... some of the time _ 
drilled to active duty in 2003 and served on the front lines in The diner and its name have no special significance to Ken
Iraq for Naval Security in the Middle East. Though his main and Karen but simply is reminiscent of diners of that time.
line of duty was security to protect Central Command, he was They do have a diner picture on the wall inside the building
the only draftsman there. So during that time Clotfelter created similar to the diner in the mural.

artwork and technical illustrations to support the Naval Crim-
inal Investigation Service.

Clotfelter has completed over 100 large murals nationwide.
His wife, Trisha, often assists him in his work.
Ken and Karen met Clotfelter in person at a museum in Bran-

son. They exchanged pictures and ideas for several months be-
fore making a decision on the mural they wanted done.
It took us awhile to figure out what we wanted to put on

there," Karen said.
Two weeks before Clotfelter arrived in Baker, Ken, Karen

and members of the local car club lined up their cars, which
are portrayed in the mural, for a photo.
Clotfelter used the photo and other images to create the scene.
He used a projector at night to trace the images onto the side
of the building, often working late into the night.

Using a water based paint, Clotfelter and his wife worked
meticulously for about a month before completing the mural.

Baker used to have a Texaco Station where the Sagebrush
Inn is today and Ken worked there, so the Texaco became part
of the design.
"Where the Sagebrush office is now is where the car wash
bay used to be. They didn't tear it down they just built around
it," Ken said.
A few months ago. Ken and Karen drove their 56 Chevy. the

one depicted in the mural, the entire Route 66 from Illinois to
California. It was an unforgettable experience as people in-
quired about their car and took pictures everywhere they
stopped.

Prairie Rose Classics was started about eight years ago by
Ken and Karen. People from all over the nation and other
countries have stopped in.
"We really started this to get people to stop in town and

maybe if they'd stop they would look at some other things too,"
Ken said.

Clotfelter left Baker headed to Oklahoma to paint a mural
there. Ken and Karen plan to have him come back to do some
painting on the east side of the building. They hope people
traveling from the east will see it and stop.
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Get well wishes
Brandon Schmidt has been in Utah since

May due to a serious heart condition. He is
doing much better but misses home. He will
be there for another month and a half.

If anyone would like to send get well
wishes, his address is: Brandon Schmidt,
PO Box 980246, Park City, UT 84098-
0246.

Summer School
Summer school for students in next year's

grades 1-6 is being held now through Fri-
day, July 31, from 8 a.m. - 12 noon, Monday
- Friday at the Longfellow School in Baker.
Please call 406-850-0643 for more infor-

mation.

Times Office closed
The Fallon County limes will be cloSed

Friday, July 3, for the Fourth of July week-
end.
Have a safe and enjoyable 4th!

Taxes increasing for area residents
By Lori Kesinger

Fallon County is in the middle of a perfect tax storm. The impact
from Senate Bill 157 in conjunction with the Bakken boom and spec-
ulation has caused local property values to skyrocket.
"You are going to see your taxes go up, bottom line," said Larry

Richards, MT Department of Revenue (ROD) Regional Manager.
Billings. Richards held an informational session in Baker June 24 about
how the state determines property values.
SB 157 simplified the process for paying property taxes but is causing
higher rates for the region. It also eliminated exemptions and the 16
percent phase-in. The bill also changed the state from a six-year assess-
ment cycle to a two-year cycle (2015-2016) for residential, commercial,
industrial, and agricultural property. Forest land remains on a six-year
appraisal

Residential properties will show the largest increase at 28 percent in
taxable values, due to the spike in housing market values. Farmers will
see taxable value on ag land down six percent because of the SB 157
changes to production values. Commercial property is up 13 percent.

Residents can appeal their assessment, but it must be filed with the
DOR. the county or state tax appeal board or district court within 30
days after receiving the assessment notice. It can still be appealed after
that, but won't take effect until the follim ing year
"If you wait until you receive your Lis hill. it's too late." Richards

said. "And the sad reality is, we would have had to make a really gross
error for you to see a major adjustment in your tax hill."
Taxpayers should receive an assessment notice by Itily 6. It is not a

tax bill.

Schell chosen as First Lady of the Year
Sonia Schell of Baker was chosen as the 2015 Beta

Sigma Phi First Lady of the Year.
Sonia was born in Belle Fourche, SD and graduated

from Baker High School in 1958. She married her hus-
band. Herb, in the fall of 1958. Together, they worked
the family farm/ranch and raised three children.
Sonia is involved in her church, was in a neighbor birth-
day club, volunteers at the nursing home and Superior
Care Villa as a hair stylist and donates her time as a

Pinkie at the hospital.
Beta Sigma Phi Sororities have been voting and ac-

knowledging women in the area each year since 1982.
These women go beyond expectations and give gra-
ciously to their community.
The First Lady of the Year in 1982 was Sandra Kinsey.

During that year's Founder's Day program. Sandy per-
formed a Hawaiian dance and sang two songs. It was en-
joyed by all.

Fallon County Relay for Life.
Relay to be held Friday, July 17 at the

Roger Schmidt Amphitheater
Submitted by Alyson Murnion
American Cancer Society
Billings - Relay for Life of Fallon County is right around the

corner! The committee has been very hard at work to make this
year a memorable event. The event will take place Friday. July
17, 2015 at the Roger Schmidt Amphitheater. The theme for
this year's event is "Calling All Angels". We know there are
many angels among us as caregivers, friends, families, and vol-
unteers so please join Fallon County and the American Cancer
Society as we Celebrate, Remember, and Fight Back.

Russell's
Clothing

Baker, Montana

. . "Calling All Angels"
We will be having a survivor dinner the night of the Relay

from 5:00-6:30 p.m. Opening ceremonies will begin at 7:00
p.m. with a very special speaker. Sara Helgoth will relate her
story of hope, her husband Nick's courageous battle with brain
cancer, and her family's continuing fight for a world without
cancer. After opening ceremonies, we will commence with the
survivor lap and the teams' lap. At dark we will have our lumi-
naria ceremony where we will take a moment to remember
those we have lost, those who have fought, and those who con-
tinue to fight.
The rest of the evening will be filled with fun and games. We
have entertainment by the Rock Jocks, many fun games, and

Ladies Summer Tops
Buy 1 Get 1
1/2 Price

Of same or lesser value

lap themes throughout the night. and prizes to he had through-
out the night. The event ends at 7 a.m., so please join us for a
fun-filled night to help make this cancer's last century!
Because of Relay events like Fallon County. the Society's ef-

forts have contributed to a 20 percent decline in cancer death
rates in the United States since 1991. Thanks in pan to Relay
For Life, nearly 14 million Americans who have had cancer
and countless more who have avoided it will celebrate birth-
days this year. If anyone has questions about the Fallon County
Relay for Life, please contact Alyson Murnion at 406-373-
8489 or alyson.muniion@cancer.org.

Visit Our Website at www.FallonCountyExtra.com


