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1st Place - Neil and-Ashlee Moore - 24 School House Rd., Baker

Kelly & Jaime Goerndt

Southeastern
Montana Coyote
Calling Contest
By Sherry Vogel
The second annual Southeastern Montana Coyote Calling

Contest has been scheduled for Jan. 8-9, 2016.
Hunters may sign-up Friday, Jan. 8, from 5-7 p.m. at the

Corner Bar in Baker. A rules meeting will follow at 7 p.m.
Hunters will check back in Saturday, Jan. 9. between 5-7

p.m.
Multiple door prizes and guns will be awarded. Among the

prizes are five to six guns. Yeti coolers and much more.
Landowners who give permission to hunt coyotes on their

properties will have their names put into a drawing for var-
ious gift certificates. Permission slips are now available at
the Corner Bar.
For more information or to be a sponsor, please contact

Dustin Varner at 406-851-1932 or Trevor Nelson at 406-853-
8587.

Schwindt winner of
Chamber promotion
The last winner of the Be A Winner! Shop In Baker! pro-

motion, sponsored by the Baker Chamber of Commerce and
Agriculture, was Kathy Schwindt of Baker. She received
$100 in Baker Bucks.

2nd Place - Kelly and Jaime Goerndt - 220 Prairie Ave, Baker

3rd Place - Darin and Johnna Koenig -115 S 5th St., Baker

PSC rejects interim rate
increase requested by MDU
Helena - On a 4-0 Note December 15, the Montana Public
Service Commission rejected a $10.9 million interim electric-
ity rate increase requested by Montana-Dakota Utilities. The
rate increase was requested as an interim adjustment that is
part of a larger 21.1 percent, $11.8 million increase under re-
view in a contested case before the Commission.
Commissioner Travis Kavulla, R-Grcat Falls, whose district
includes Dawson, Richland, McCone. Valley, Roosevelt, and
Sheridan Counties said, "The parties in this case are extremely
far apart in the atnount of increase they think is warranted. 1
think it is wise for the Commission to see this rate increase
through to the end before we make any decision on rates."
The Commission will hold a hearing on the MDU electricity

rate case Feb. 9-12 in Glendive and make a final decision on
the requested increase in March.
"We only have a few more months until we have completed

the full rate case proceeding, and it just doesn't make sense
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for this commission to allow a rate increase when there is still
more information that needs to be gathered." said PSC Chair-
man Brad Johnson.
"1 can't think of a worse Christmas present to give Mon-

tana's MDU customers than for the PSC to say 'Mciiy 'hrist-
mas, we've just given you a 20 percent rate increase', while
we spend the next three months figuring this thing out." said
Commissioner Roger Koopman, R-Bozeman."Many families
arc financially strapped this time of year. The last thing they
need is a big hike in their power hills - a commodity they can't
do without."
Commissioner Bob Lake. R-Ilamilton, abstained from the

vote saying, "Nobody wants to have a rate increase, hut we as
a commission have an obligation to make sure the utility has
adequate funds to build, expand, and maintain their operation
to keep the power on, and that comes down to making some
decision that aren't the most popular."
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