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As evening approached horse trailers with living quarters, campers and a few tents spanned the graveled parking lot behind the fairgrounds indoor arena.
Photo courtesy of Baker Air Service

Sights and sounds from State High School Rodeo Finals
By Sherry Vogel
Scores of pick-up trucks towing horse trailers began stream-

ing into Fallon County June 8 as high school rodeo contestants
itrrived for the Montana State High School Rodeo Finals in
13aker. After a frenzied registration, tot assignments were is-
Sued, animals were settled and rodeo families made camp.
By late afternoon young cowboys and cowgirls strolled the

grounds to meet and greet new and old friends. A few small
children set up a water park of blow up pools and slip and slides
as they laughed and played in the warm sun. Generators kicked
off and on as animals were being grained and cooks lit their
barbecue grills. Young ropers twirled ropes and lassoed roping
dummies while barrel racers ran the pattern, as they all prac-
ticed for upcoming rodeo events.
As evening approached, horse trailers with living quarters,

campers and a few tents spanned the immense graveled parking
lot behind the fairgrounds indoor arena. Among early arrivals
were rodeo queen contestants and the cutting/reining qualifiers
who competed a day earlier.
The June 9 morning sun was bright and wanm as it whispered

promises of a scorching day. Everyone in the arena came to at-
tention as announcers Randy Sears of Sidney and Mike
Williams of Broadus gave the opening greetings. Opal Harkins,
reigning 2015 Montana High School Rodeo Queen presented
the Red, White and Blue bestride a sorrel horse. As the National
Anthem played softly, a rodeo announcer read, "1 am the Amer-
ican Flag". Arena music producer, Jaycee Searer from Sidney,
stood by to set the mood with music. Her goal being to help
boost the energy and intensify the rodeo experience.
Then, suddenly, rodeo action exploded as Tara Novak, He-

lena, bolted across the arena to run the poles. She was followed,
in turn, by 46 other talented cowgirl contenders from across
the Big Sky State. Among these young ladies were hometown
cowgirls Alycia Conroy and Kaylin Wheeler. Alycia, a very
talented athlete who just graduated from Baker High School in

TAKE NOTE

Baker Bump N Run
By Sherry Vogel
The Baker community is encouraged to shift

into gear and race on over to this summer's first
Bump N Run. This family friendly event is held
on Sunday. June 26, at the Tr -Area Racing As-
sociation track located 1.5 miles west of Baker,
directly off of Hwy 12.

Registration will be from 9-11 am. The races
will begin at noon. Come on out, live life in the
fast lane. Concessions on site with covered
bleachers and picnic tables for your convenience.
Children seven and under free.

Times Office closed
The Fallon County Times will be closed Mon-

day, July 4. Deadline will remain the same, Tues-
day, July 5, at 2 p.m.
Have a safe and enjoyable day!

May, could be seen competing in three other events throughout
the day. She qualified to compete on the state level not only in
pole bending but in break-away roping, goat tying, and barrel
racing. Kaylin Wheeler, another gifted senior graduate from
Baker High and a pole bending contender, competed in team
roping as her second event. Her team roping partner is her
brother, Quentin. Quentin Wheeler, an accomplished cowboy,
competed in the morning's second event, which was tie down
roping. Then he went on in the course of the day to compete in

Young high school rodeo contenders stroll the campgrounds to meet and greet
friends. Photo by Sherry Vogel

steer wrestling and team roping.
Wyatt Gaskins, an exceptional Carter County cowboy, was a

fellow competitor in the tie down roping and team roping
events. His roping partner is Trey Dempewolf. Another Carter
County High School contender is Katy Negaard. This skilled

young athlete qualified to compete in goat tying, barrel racing,
and break-away roping. To round out the list of Fallon County
area contestants was Baker Spartan Seth Mastel. This Mar-
marth cattleman teamed up with roping partner Alexis Shipp.
Together they gave an impressive showing in their event.
"Some days are good days for diamonds and other days are

good for dust, today is a good day for dust," quipped the an-
nouncer. As temperatures soared close to 100 degrees, specta-
tors were thankful for a fully covered grandstand and an

occasional breeze sweeping
across the fairgrounds. By late
afternoon many a weary cow-
boy and horse welcomed a re-
freshing cool down from the
livestock barn water hose.
Everyone barely had enough

time to rest, eat and get
"spilled up" for a much antici-
pated Rodeo Cowboy Prom
that evening. This was the first
time the MSFISRF hosted a
prom for their members. The
members did not have to be
contestants to participate. The
young ladies were encouraged
to ask the fellas to this event.
The response was tremendous.
A casual evening drive through
the camp was awe inspiring.
"Those cowboys and cowgirls

cleaned up pretty (turned good." Beautiful floor length gowns.
many drooping over a pair of cowboy boots, were in vogue.
Dapper young men, neat and trim in dress, stood tall in jeans,
boots and cowboy hats. Montana was made proud that evening

SEE RODEO, PAGE 5

Baker looks forward to July 4th celebration
By Sherry Vogel
The 4th of July will be a fun-filled day of festivities for the entire

family as the Fallon County Recreation Department sponsors Fallon
County Day. A broad range of activities are planned that are sure to
appeal to young and old alike. The morning will begin at 7:30 as a
5K Walk/Run around the lake gets in full gear. So lace up those
sneakers and sign up at 7:30 a.m. and be ready to begin the race at
8:00 a.m. sharp. Racers will compete in six age categories ranging
from 7 to 70. All children will have a chance to compete in the Kids'
Fun Run that same morning. Then kick back, catch your breath be-
fore the volleyball double elimination tournament gets underway at
2:00 p.m.
Food concessions will be offered all day, so enjoy a tasty burger,

hot dog, chips, candy or a cold drink. Enjoy your lunch at the park,
either at the food court or bring your own basket of goodies as you
picnic with the family.

The horseshoe doubles tournament will begin .it 4:00 p.m. as pairs
"ring" their way to the championship.
Although the lake will be closed to all activity this year, the Recre-

ation Department has lined up numerous spectacular onshore amuse-
ments. Four inflatable amusements with names like Mega Obstacle,
Alien Bounce and Slide Combo, Kapow Game and Purple Paradise
Water Slide are sure to thrill the kids as they have an unforgettable
good time. Also new this year is the Whirling Bird. This fast moving
four-seater is amped up by your ability to pump the lever. The faster
you pump, the faster you whirl. It will remind you of the fast action
of the fairway Sizzler.
Again this year the Rock Jocks will spin tunes that will give you a

positive coastal vibe as you bask in the summer sun.
The grand finale of the night will be a breathtaking display of com-

munity fireworks to begin at 1000 p.m. The Baker Fire Department
will be in charge of lighting them off from the east shore of the lake.

Skywarn Spotter Training Class in Baker
Thursday, June 30 • 6 - 8 p.m.

Fallon County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall

Property Rights Organization holding public meeting
Wanda Pinnow

Thursday, June 23, the group will be hold-
ing a public meeting at the Fallon County
Pairgrounds, at 7:00 PM. We urge all prop-
erty owners who have received a letter of in-
terest for easement from the Will Energy
Transmissions and a letter from WHI Energy
Transmissions' lawyers with a final offer
and a warning to commence with condem-

nation proceedings to please attend. Every
property owner who was in attendance at the
first two meetings, needs to attend this meet-
ing.
From this point forward the group shall be

named Montana Gas Storage Stewardship
Group, LLC (MGSSG). MGSSG will be
working under the umbrella of Property
Rights Organiiation, 1.I .0

Topics to be discussed at Thursday's meet-
ing will be, the language changes MGSSG
is asking Will to make in the contract. The
signing of the Operating Agreement be-
tween MGSSG and all members of the
group. Our lawyer will be in attendance to
answer all questions and concerns about the
contract and the threat of condemnation. It
is very important that all landowners who

want to be part of the group attend this meet-
ing.

The MGSSG committee members are
Kevin Braun - Chairman, Mike Griffith -
Vice-Chairman, and Sharon Gookin - Sec-
retary/Treasurer. Dustin Krech, Cindy
Atkins, Larry Singer, and Wanda Pinnow.
Dave Havens has resigned from the committee.

C.B. & Laurie have passed the torch!
('111111` down and celebrate their 30 years In business and help Dustin

and Chris kick oft their new venture.

Saturday July 2 • 7 P.m.
come down for Dinner, Drinks and Dessert!

CLOSED
Monday,
July 4th

' HELP
WANTED
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Visit Our Website at www.FallonCountyExtra.com
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