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Laurie Hassell and Kent Atwood display a weather map
tracking severe weather storms throughout Montana.

FEMA and Montana Disaster
Emergency Servi
By Sherry Vogel
Laurie Hassell, Federal Emer-

gency Management Agency
(FEMA), External Affairs Spe-
cialist; Kent Atwood. CFM,
Montana Disaster & Emergency
Services, Hazard Mitigation Of-
ficer and Tim Tennis, Recovery
Bureau Chief, Montana Disaster
& Emergency Services were in
Baker on August 9.
They were conducting a briefing

to Fallon County and City of
Baker applicants as they proceed
to set-up documentation to receive
federal funding after Baker was
designated to receive a Presiden-
tial Disaster Declaration.
Atwood explained how the entire

process works. Tennis expounded
on how to apply for the funds.

They both covered the scope of
work for the Project Worksheet
(PW) using the actual tornado
documentation including cleanup
and debris removal reports.
The preliminary final damage

assessment is at $1.5 million.
This amount surpasses the $1.4
million required for a Presiden-
tial Disaster Declaration. This
final figure of the disaster dam-
age could actually be more in the
final analysis.
Whereas Hassell was in Baker

CO represent theAttSMItte and
Recovery standpoint. Atwood
was focused on the mitigation
perspective of the disaster.
**Mitigation meaning to iden-
tify and reduce the severity of
the next natural disaster.

2016 Eallon County
Tair •Se Rodeo Schedule

Friday, August 19
'):00 an. Steer Roping
8:00 an. Dairy
10:00 am. Swine
1:00 p.m. Beef
3:00 p.m. 4-H Silent Auction
5:00 p.m. 4H/FFA Market Beef Show
6:00 p.m. Indian Relay Race
Jagertown-to follow on the Patio up to 1:00 an.

5:00-11:00 p.m. Funtime Carnival
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall Open
12:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Vendorlhanhs

Six Appeal, Double Vision Magic, Scales & Trails Utah,
Pippi the Clown & Freckle Farm Pony Rides & Petting Zoo

Saturday, August 20
an). Round Rs pin) Showmanship

I 1:00 a.m. Fallon County Fair Parade
12:30 p.m. Indian Relay Race
1:30 p.m. PRCA Rodeo
.1:30 p.m. 4.H/FFA Livestock Sale
8:00 p.m. Eli Young Band
Jagertown-to follow on the Patio up to 1:00 a.m.

1:00-11:00 p.m. Funtime Carnival
9:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall Open
11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Vendor Booths

Six Appeal, Double Vision Magic, Scales & Trails Utah,
Pippi die Clips% n & Freckle Lain Pony Rides & Petting Zoo

Sunday, August 21
10:00 a.m. Cowboy Church @ Fair Grandstands
12:30 p.m. Indian Relay Race
1:30 p.m. PRCA Rodeo
6:00 p.m. Baker Wrestling Club Demolition Derby
I :00-6:(X) p.m. Funtime Carnival
11:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Exhibit Hall Open
4:00 p.m. Pick up Checks & Exhibits in Main I tall
11:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m. Vendor Booths

Six Appeal, Double Vision Magic, Scales & Trails Utah,
Pippi the Clown & Freckle Farm Pony Rides & Petting Zoo

Taking shelter from
the storm
By Sherry Vogel
The State of Montana passes

through a FEMA Hazard Mitiga-
tion Grant Program (HMGP),
which Kent Atwood CFM, Haz-
ard Mitigation Officer from
Montana Disaster & Emergency
Services would like to see Fallon
County and the residents of
Baker be the recipients.
Studies have identified that Fal-

lon County has experienced mul-
tiple tornados in recent years.
Numbers are derived from 100
years of documentation. The pos-
sibilities of additional tornados
affecting Fallon County and sur-
rounding counties have in-
creased.
Atwood presented HMGP grant

information on August 17, at the
regularly scheduled City Council
meeting. He discussed the pos-
sibility for residents to apply for
75% reimbursement of the cost
regarding the construction of
community Safe Rooms and/or

Individual Residential Safe
Rooms in our area. The HMGP
monies could be utilized for the
construction of these shelters
after applications are submitted
to and approved by FFEMA.
Atwood had encouraged every-

one to attend, but especially those
constructing new or rebuilding
damaged or destroyed homes in
the area. The easiest and least ex-
pensive time to construct a safe
room is when building a new
business in the area. The ideal
time to construct a residential
safe room is when building a new
home.

For more information sec:
FEMA publication P-320. Fourth
Edition/December 2014 Taking
Shelter from the Storm; Building
a Safe Room for Your Home or
Small Business (includes Con-
struction Plans). Contact Chuck
Lee at 406-778-7121 or e-mail
chuckleemtehoimail.com for
additional details.

Tornado
Assessment Forms

Within days of the June 11 tornado. friends
and neighbors started donating to the Baker
Tornado Relief Fund with the intent to provide
assistance to Baker residents affected by the
tornado. Donations have been generously
given by people from Baker, the surrounding
communities and around the country. Groups.
organizations, and corporations have donated
substantially to the Fund. Thousands of gener-
ous donation dollars have been received to help
defray costs accrued by affected property own-
ers. SMART is the administrator of the Fund.
Needs Assessment Forms have been mailed

to property owners who have been affected by
the June 11 tornado. If you did not receive a
form in the mail, but were affected by the tor-
nado, please contact SMART at 406-778-2020
or stop by the office at 121 South Main Street,
Baker. The form will help to determine need
and disperse the Tornado Relief Funds in the
most effective manner.
The deadline for returning the completed

form is Wednesday, August 31 , 2016. In Sep-
tember, the SMART Board of Directors will
meet to determine how the funds will be dis-
persed based on the Needs Assessment Forms.

2016 Teacher's roll call
By Sherry Vogel
New to the Baker School District this year will be Tieler

Soumas. Tieler will be teaching Agricultural Science at the
high school, grades 9 - 12.
He will be teaching students basic welding, small engines

and advanced welding.
Mr. Sovitt. has from Joliet, ranch commu-

nity located 33 miles from Red ge, on East liws .'. .'
He attended Montana State University, in Bozeman, ss here

he earned a Bachelor of Science in Agricultural Education
with the Broad Field teaching endorsement.
Among his responsibilities will be advisor to the Baker

Chapter of the National FFA organization. Mr. Soumas
looks forward to supervising the chapter's actis 'ties as he
enjoyed being an FFA member himself. He said. "I was
from a farm family, one generation removed from the farm.
FFA gave me a love for agricultural. Being a member of
FFA gave me confidence to speak in front of people, be
more outgoing and to exert an influence in my community.
If FFA could do that for me, it can do that for other stu-
dents."

DENISE WANG

Soumas shared that his
most rewarding experi-
ence so far in his teaching
career was. "Helping a
student from the ground-
up to learn how to weld. It
was fun watching him
running a bead. Ile
learned how to weld just
as good as me. if not bet-
ter."

Tieler said, "America's
youth often times get a
bad rap. but it's a very

TIELER SOUMAS vocal minority. People
have a tendency to lump them all together. Sonic kids actu-
ally has c a good work ethic and we just need to help them
implement it."
Mr. Soumas is s cry tech savvy. lie likes to build comput-

ers in his spare time. Ile builds desktop computers from
scratch.

Denise Wang, of Plevna,
will be teaching third
irade at the Longfellow
school this year. She is not
entirely new to Baker
School District, as she has
spent the past two years as
.1 full time teacher replace-
neat. She replaced the late
Loretta Dapkiewicz. in the
fourth grade from January
2014 to the term's end.
She was asked the follow-
ng fall semester of 2015, to

teach in the third grade for Mrs. Schell until mid semester.
Wang is a native of Dixon, IL. birthplace of President

Ronald Reagan. After high school graduation she attended
Illinois State University.
The summer of her sophomore year Denise accompanied

her father on a horse-buying trip to the MacKay Ranch
south of Plevna. This is where she met her future husband.
Baker resident Jimmy Wang. The couple was married a year
later.
Denise enjoyed being the librarian and lunch aide at Lin-

coln Elementary for two years (1982-1984). This is when
she got the bug to go back to college to become a teacher.

After completing her Bachelors of Science Degree in El-
ementary Education in Illinois, the young couple moved
back to Montana.
Wang accepted her first teaching position in "1\vo Dot, MT.

at a country school. She had twelve students ranging from
kindergarten to eighth grade. Iler son Dane was one of her
first graders and daughter Ali %1;is a kindergartner. The
Wangs enjoyed the communitv it o Dot because it was
such a beautiful area. Denise taught in the same country
school for four years, until they decided to move back to the
Plevna area.
Wang accepted a position in Plevna and taught in the

Plevna School District for 17 years. During her years in
Pima, Denise gained a broad range of teaching experience.
She has taught fourth grade, art in the Jr. High and High
School, title classes in the gifted and talented program. high
school literature, Jr. High Spanish and advan,:ed will lug
courses. Mrs. Wang also served as prom advisor and advisor
to the Jr. High students attending the Academic Olympics.

Mrs. Wang said, "Teachers see failures and successes
everyday, but seeing the light bulb come on when a student
grasps a concept is what keeps the teacher motivated to
teach." She described one such successful lesson. "An an-
nual project that I have enjoyed with my students every year
is an assignment to interview a military veteran, write a

Continued on tine 3

TAKE NOTE...
Will you be attending the 2016 Fallon County Fair Rodeo? Would you like to assist with the flag during the

National Anthem? If you are a first responder, firefighter, law enforcement officer, veteran or active member of
any branch of the military, you are invited to join us in the arena for Saturday's rodeo presentation. Sunday's
rodeo performance will be TETWP (tough enough to wear pink). Any cancer survivors eager to participate on
Sunday are encouraged to join us.

Golden Girls luncheon
the Golden Girls will hold their August luncheon Friday, August 26, at noon at Ilelser's liar.
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COUNTY TAIA
Welcome to the Fallon County Fair!

August 17 - 21 2016

3 G INN SPEUA1, CHEJU I Steak & Lobster

*ces visit Baker

Visit Our Website at www.FallonCount Extra.com


