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FREE SEEDS ONCE MORE

House Issues Its Mandate to
Secretary Morton.

WAS NOT COMPLIMENTARY

After a spirited Debate, the Senate
Passed the Military. Academy

and Pension tees.

Washington, Feb. 18.—The house to-
day passed the agricultural appropria-
tion bin. It carries $3,158,192. The sec-
tion of the revised statutes for the pur-
chase and distribution of "rare and un-
common" seed, which Secretary Mur-
ton declined to execute in the current
law, wae repealed, and the appropria-
tion for seed was increased from $130,-
000 to $150,000, and its execution was
made mandatory upon the secretary.
Mr. Cousins of Iowa introduced' his

amendment to reduce Morton's salary
from $8000 to $25 until he expended the
appropriation in current law, but the
amendment was ruled out on a point
of order.
Several amendments to the meat in-

spection act of 1891, recommended by
Secretary Morton, which would have
given him additional power to enforce.
the regulations and h'ave strengthened
the law by imposition of penalties for
violations; were stricken out.
A resolution was adopted directing

the committee on ways and means to
investigate the effect of the difference
of exchange between gold and silver
standard countries upon the manufac-
turing industries of the United States.
Mr. Newlands of Nevada presented

for the ways and means committee in-
vestigation a resolution, which stated
that the chamber of commerce of San
Francisco has called the attention of
the country to the Invasion of products
from Oriental countries, especially Cali-
fornia had already felt the effect of
this competition. He recalled the in-
vasion of the Chinese and their absorp-
tion of every industry they had attack-
ed, which had led to their seclusion. The
Pacific coast,., was was now threat-
ened with the investor/ea the 'products
of cheap labor of Oriental countries. He
gave some information regarding tie
cheap prices at which Japanese watch-
es, brushes, cottons, woolens, etc., wet
being sold in San Francisco markets.
Even bicycles, he said, were being im-
ported and sold for $12 apiece. He de-
scribed how bicycles could be manufac-
tured in Japan for $12 in silver and sole
here for $12 in gold. An increase in sil-
ver, he thought, would take from 01.i-
ental countries the advantages they
now possessed.
The house then went into committee

of the whole and resumed consideration
of the agricultural appropriation bill.
Mr. Cousins of Iowa, in criticising

Secretary Morton's course, characteriz-
ed it as the "grossest usurpation of
modern times." He declared that th,
secretary had suborned referees with a
salary of $500 each, and had actually
used $1600 of the appropriation of last
year to defeat legislation. He stated
that these "corrupted and suborned"
officials had .already "let the cat out of
the bag" by writing to various ssetl
houses saying there would be no die
trimution of seed this year.
"The secretary," he said. "pats the

house on the head, .strokes the gre
beards of the senate, scowls at the
president and says there will not le,
any seed distribution this year of on.
Lord, not if he knows himself." (Laugh-
ter.)
"This is no longer a government of

the people," he declared. "It was e
government by Pierpont Morgan and
of the Sterling Morton."
The amendments to the act of leel

for the inspection of live cattle, hogs.
carcasses and products thereof, which
had been incorporated in the bill, were
stricken out on motion of Mr. Baker
(republican of New Hampshire). Tile
amendments refuse clearance to vessels
exporting meats not found sound upon
inspection and provided for certifica-
tion and stamping of cattle, sheep and
swine found frce of disease, and made
counterfeiting of such stamps punish-
able by a fine of $1000 and imprison-
ment not exceeding one year. The sec-
retary of agriculture was authorized
by one amendment stricken out to
make regulations to prevent transpor-
tation of condermed carcasses or meats
from one state to another or to foreign
countries. An amendment to print 80,-
000 copies of the report of 1892 on dis-
ease of cattle was ruled out. The bill
as amended passed the house, which
at 5 o'clock adjourned.

SENATE GOT RID 012 T110 BILL,:

Metter,. Acedemy end Peselorts Meas-
ures vomeed .tfter some eeente.

Washington, Feb. 18.—When the sen-
ate met today Senator Allen asked the
finance committee what steps were to
be taken toward a conference with the
house on the silver bond bill. It xvist
explained that the house had not asked
for a conference on its non-concurrence
and no further action was taken.
Senator Gear, chairman of the com-

mittee on Pacific railways, called at-

tention to the misapprehension that the
committee was hearing only railroad
officers and agents. On the contrary,
he said, full and ample notice had been
given all parties who desired to appear.
The committee could not undertake to
subpoena patrons of these roads.
Senator Allen insisted that the pat-

rons, traders, etc., along the lines had
not been invited to the hearing. The
only persons heard were Huntington.Winslow and other interested parties.
Senator Gear wanted to know whom
Senator Allen desired to have heard.
He responded that the Farmers' Alli-
ance in Nebraska had a large' fund of
information; why was it not asked?
"Why does not the Nebraska senator

inform his alliance constituents of this
hearing," asked Senator Wolcott, "poa-
sibly securing them passes, as they
would doubtless deeline to come at the
government's expense as contrary to
their principles."
Senator Allen continued his criticism

of the committee at considerable length.
Senator Peffer sought to secure ac-

tion on his resolution for the creation
of a special committee of five senators
to inquire into the circumstances of
the recent bond issues.
Senator Sherman moved to refer the

resolution to the finance committee.
Senator Peffer followed at considera-

ble length, criticising bond issues. The
senator declared that public indigna-
tion prevented the last bond issue from
going to the syndicate which made such
enormous profits at previous bond sales.
Senator Stewart advocated an in-

quiry and strongly criticised the recent
bond issue. Senator Lodge briefly stat-
ed that in view of charges of irregular-
ity involving the credit of the govern-
ment he believed an investigation
should be made.
The apearanee of Senator e

opposition to the proeosed inque .,. es
the signal for a spirited debate. Ile
was opposed, he said, to any investiga-
tion at this time by the finance com-
mittee or any ovher committee. He
deprecated the custom of Mowing up
every idle rumor,every indefinite charge
that the right thing had not been done.
The senator (Peffer) who proposed this
inquiry did not make personal charges
against the president or the secretary
of the treasury.
"But I make the charge," exclaimed

Senator Stewart.
Senator Hill woved Senator Stewart

back and declined to yield to the inter-
ruption.
"But let me make the charge," insist-

ed Senator Stewart.
"The senator will not charge any-

thing." said Senator Hill, still declining
to yield. Senator _HILL- proceeded 1,,
argue against senate inquiries of ru-
mors, when he was again interrupted
by Senator Tillman, and the latter was
eteett to frame an energetic question,
when Senator Hill positively declined
to yield to the question, saying only a
few minutes remained before 2 o'clock,
when the expiration of the morning
hour would cut hint off.
Senator Tillman yielded reluctantly,

and as he took his seat he excialmee:
"It is not the first time I have seen the
senator (Hill) kill a resolution by talk-
ing until 2 o'clock."
The announcement that it was 2

o'clock sent the resolution to the cal-
endar.
The military academy appropriation

bill was then taken up. The debate
proceeded on the amendment of Sen-
ator Vilas for an increase of military
cadet appointments by two from each
state. The discussion took a • wide
range, many senators participating,
and the comment included comparisons

West Pointers and officers appointed
from civil life; also the relative rights
of officers and enlisted men. There was
frequent evidence of personal feeling.
Senator Allen wanted non-commis-

sioned officers and enlisted men includ-
d in an amendment offered by Senator
Sewell providing for appointments to
the army.
After a debate ef three hours S•el-

ator Vilas' amendment and all motto-
eitions connected with it were defeated,
24 to 27. The military academy appro-
,-,riation bill was th passed substanti-
ally as reported.
The pension appropriation bill was

then taken up. Senator Gorman took
ocension to state that the vast amount
of the pension bill, about $140,000,000,
was one of the several sums which hung
over the treasury like a pall, swelling
the expenditures of the government be-
yond the revenues. The bill was then
passed.
Senator Call offered a resolution,

which went over, providing that lapsed
bids under the recent bond issue be
assigned to the lowest among the other
bidders.
At 5:25 the senate went into execu-

tive session and a fcw minutes after-
ward adjourned until tomorrow.

VI 3S. LEASE MAKES HER GEBU

',reached to xn Audience That Extend
cd Into the eirect.

Kansas City, Feb. I6.—A special to the
Journal from Wichita, kas., says:
Today Mrs. Lease made her debut in-

to the ministry. She preached her in-
itial sermon and conducted her first
pulpit exercises In the Central Chris-
tian church, to an audience that extend-
ed out Into the middle of the avenue.

STATE BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS

I; A ernor MeGina nee lie,ersittit:d th.
Pr. gent In.ntniesete.

Olympia, Wash., Feb. 18.—the gover-
nor has reappointed P. II. Carlyon of
Olympia, W. A. Wright of Sneknne and
C. A. Holmes of Seattle a1 ' the state1
board of dental examiners, t serve for
two years, from March 4 nex .

CLEW UP THE MINE

Frightful Explosion at the Vu!can
Works in Colorado.

EVERY MINER WAS KILL' 

Forty-Five Stalwart Men Crusted the
Upheaval of Earth and Iteee.

Denver, Col., Feb. 18.—A special to the
News from New Castle, Col., says:
An explosion occurred at the Vulcan

mine at 11 o'clock this morning, which
was the most disastrous ever known in
the history of this camp. Tonight doz-
eps of homes in our little city Are des-
olate because of some loved one—father,
husband, brother or son—who this
morhing left their homes with not a
thought of danger or the awful death
that so surely awaited them, and are
now lying lifeless at the bottom of the
Vulcan slope. All business is practical-
ly suspended, every one is dazed at the
awfulness of the sudden disaster. No
warning was given the peaceful vil-
lagers until a sudden report, as from a
hundred cannon, resounded throughout
the valley, makinf the earth tremole.
People rushed out of their homes and
places of business to see what had hap-
pened, and one look toward the Vulcan
mine was sufficient, for a dense cloud
of smoke issuing from the mouth of
the slope met the eyes of the gazers
and told the tale of death. A throng
of people were soon at the scene. A
glance was enough to dissipate any
hope for the lives of the entombed men.
The force of the explosion had caused
a cave-in and the tunnel and air courses
were filled with the fallen rock, earth
and timbers.
Both fan houses were wrecked, and

the slope and vicinity were so full of
debris and the gas was so bad that
it was hard and dangerous work to
begin the rescue. Nevertheless, will-
ing hands were soon at work anti five
men went down as far as possible to
ascertain the condition of the slope,
and found it such that it will require
much labor to regain the miners. The
gas was so bad that .after the party had
gotten 200 feet they were compelled to
recede.
The Consolidated mine shut down im-

mediately upon hearing of the disaster,
and sent their entire force of 150 men
to help rescue the unfortunate ones.
The construction of a temporary fan
house was commenced at once, and the
work of pumping fresh -air into the
mine will soon begin. It is hardly pos-
sible, that any of the miners are alive.
The only man who got out of the mine

at the time of the explosion was Ed.
Welch, who was near the mouth of the
tunnel, and was blown out, his skull
being fractured, face badly cut and
burned, and all the hair burned from
his head. He was breathing when found,
but expired shortly after without show-
ing consciousness.
Two young miners, Tom Connelly and

James Petrie, met with narrow es-
capes. Their eyes becoming sore they
quit work in the mines, and had just
emerged from the tunnel when the ex-
plosion occurred.
The following are the names of the

miners known to be at work that can
be obtained up to this hour;

THE DEAD.
WILLIAM HAGERTY.
JOSEPH DORR.
ABEL DORR.
WILL DORR.
JAMES HARRISON.
THOMAS LARIGAN.
GEORGE WARD.
EDWARD WELCH.
JOHN FUNKE.
EMIL FUNKE, 13 years old.
CHARLES MERCHANT.
TOM ADDISON.
LOUIS CINOTTI.
FRED RODANKSK T.
PETER PATRICTO.
DAN MORRIS.
FRANK TOSSIO.
GABRIEL GLEECE.
BAPTISTE CfloWCHETT.
AUGUST MATHEVE.
JOHN SCHAIFE.
ALEXANDER SCHAIFE.
PIIILLIP BACHA.
PETER BECKER.
PER!) SIGINUND.
ANTONIO PATRICIO.
JOHN PASTORIO.
JOHN COUGHLAN.
WILLIAM WEBB.
DOMENIC MATTENO.
SAM JONES.
FRANK M'COURTY.
BOB COTTLE.
ALECK RENO.
FRANK SINIONIC.
RoliERT SETIGER.
JACK JENKINS.
DONICO OZELLO.
JOHN OLENO.
JAMES FRAEGNo.
DOMINIC ROSETTI.
PETER TAPPER°.
ANDREW ROLLAND°.
PETER MAGENTO.
ANTONIO MARTINO.
DAVID J. EVANS.
RESCUE WILL BI0 FUTILE.

As soon as the news of the explosion
reached New Castle, Superintendent P.
Blount closed the mines of the Colorado
Fuel and Iron, Company, and taking in
all the miners, left for the Vulcan min-,
where all are actively at work aiding
In the attempt at rescue.
There are two shafts in addition to

the one in which the explosion took
place. In the upper Of these two the
rescuers are in about 300 feet, and it is
thought that air can be forced into
some of the rooms, but none of those in
the mine have come out, and it is feared
that this is conclusive evidence that
all are dead.
The coal fields in which the Vulcan

mine is located have been troubled with
subterranean fires for many years. In
many places over a distance of eight
miles smoke has Issued from crevices
in the rocks since the country was first
known to white men, and in later years
more than one valuable coal mine has
besn destroyed by fire breaking into
the workings.
It is thought that the disaster may

nave been caused by breaking into an
immense pocket of gas generated by
these everlasting fires.
The number of victims can not be ac-

curately stated. Those best informed
think that the number is between 55
and 60.

A SPECIAL SESSION IN WISCONSIN
Legislature Will %vets ie With a Rear-

port ionment Question.
Madison, Wis., Feb. 18.—In accord-

ance with the call issued last month by
Governor Upham, the legislature as-
sembled today in extra session. The
only business to be transacted is the
reapportionment of the state into sen-
atorial and assembly districts on the
basis of the state census that was re-
cently completeo.
During last fall a special legislative

committee prepared a scheme of reap-
portionment, and this the legislature
will be asked to adopt. There is likely
to be a warm fight, however, concern-
ing several districts, the reapportion-
ment of which are not agreeable to va-
rious politicians who have aspirations.
The opponents of the administration
have contended that the special session
is unconstitutional, in that it is a viola-
tion of the constitution. If this were
the case Governor Upham would be lia-
ble to impeachment. He says, however,
that he is perfectly competent to judge
whether he is acting within the provis-
ions of the constitution.

IN OPPOSITION TO HUNTINGTON

Thnueze Read a Paper Before the Ccm-
m.ttce On Pacific Rai roa.ls.

Washington, Feb. 17.—Before the sen-
ate committee on Pacific railroads to-
day F. B. Thurber read a paper on the
statement of the opposition to govern-
ment ownership of Pacific roads. The
object of Stator Morgan's questioning
of C. P. Huntington, who was the next
called, was to bring out the facts as to
the ability of the Southern and Central
Pacific roads to control the traffic of
the Union Pacific. Huntington was in-
clined to be evasive, and declared that
the question of rates and competition
by the Canadian Pacific, Northern Pa-
cific and Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
would determine.
Senator Morgan then directed his in-

quiries to the ascertainment of the
transportation lines controll.•d by the
Southern Pacific under the Kentucky'
charter. The Kentucky company had,
Huntington said, issued stock amount-
ing to about $100,000,000, but in ex-
change for capital stock in other compa-
nies, and not for cash.
Huntington declared he had no inter-

est in any of the contracts for, building
the Central Pacific, but admitted that
the contract and finance committee had
received all the stock and bonds of the
company for building the road. These.
at par value, were worth $116,000,000 on
their face and he thought the cost of the
road was about 680,000,000 or is9,000,000.

ZIMMERMAN HOME FROM ABROAD

Explains ills Failnre to Return ‘• eh An
le-beaten Record.

San Francisco, Feb. 16.—A. A. Zim-
merman, the champion professional bi-
cyclist, who arrived this morning from
Australia, attributes his failure to
come back with an unbeaten record to
the Australian climate. The bicycle
racers of that country, he says, do not
compare with those of America or Eng-
land in speed, but no matter how fast
a foreign rider may be he can not ex-
pect to win races until he has lived long
enough in the country to become accli-
mated.
Zimmerman was rather reticent about

his plans in the United States. He said
he had not yet decided whether he
would race again. If he did race it
would probably be in Paris, where he
has a standing offer of $500 a week for
one race a week.

HORRHLE ACCL -n S AT A FIRE

E15e Children and Ihree Adults Ilurncti
to Death.

London, Feb. 16.—A number of horri-
ble accidents oceurred at a fire early
Sunday morning in a tenement house
at No. 7 Church street, Soho, behind the
Palace theater of varieties. Five chil-
dren and three adults were burned to
death. One man jumped from a win-
dow and was impaled upon a railing of
a fence. He was removed to the hos-
pital in a dying condition. Several oth-
er persons escaped from the burning
building with the greatest difficulty.

THE BAPTISM OF PRINCE BORI

A Req met That le considered Proof of
a Runge- 1 11r ieh Ertantc.

Constantinople, Feb. 16.—After invit-
ing the powers to recognize Prince Fer-
dinand of Bulgaria, the porte at Rus-
sia's request, sent a secOnd circular,
asking the powers to defer their deci-
sion until after Prince Boris had been
baptised. This is held to furnish proof
of a Russo-Turkish entante.

NO. 20.

HE "FIXED" THE BOOKS

Forty-Six Counts Against a Ta-
coma Bank Cashier.

BY THE U. S. GRAND JURY.

Numerous Violations of Law Charged
in the Dill-, All of Whivli Are

Serious Offenses.

Tacoma, Feb. 18.—The federal grand
jury today returned indictments against
Cashier W. G. Peters, of the Columbia
National bank, on 46 counts. It alleges
violation of law in making fraudulent
entries in the bank's books to deceive
the bank examiner, with falsifying his
report to the controller made in June.
1895, by raising his cash account $20,000,
and making other raise statements, by
giving money to the German-American
Savings bank and paying money to
President M. M. Taylor, of the board of
public works, for his influence. These
are the chief charges.
President Oliver and Cashier Peters

today pleaded not guilty to the indict-
ment of embezzlement returned against
them yesterday.
Their trial on that charge was set for

July 9.
The district attorney has made objec-

tion to the sufficiency of the bond of
$10,000 each, and Monday their insuffici-
ency will be inquired into.

GRAVE POLITICAL GeISIS AT HAND
French Cabinet May have to Resign or

Trouble May Ensue.
Paris, Feb. 17.—The political crisis

arising out of the demand of the sen-
ate for vigorous inquiry into the South-
ern railroad scandal is practically a
struggle between the chamber of depu-
ties, whith has supported the radical
ministry, and the senate, which seems
bent upon overthrowing it, even at the
cost of a most serious disturbance.
There is little excitement this morn-

ing outside of the newspaper offices. It
is claimed the resignation of the minis-
try would not alter the Matter to any
great extent, as it appears to be no
longer a question of confidence or of
non-confidence in the cabinet. The
chamber of deputies, it is asserted, has
practically, by defying the senate, en-
dangered the constitution, and the re-
sult is a condition of affairs about as
threatening as any since the trouble-
some times of 1870-1871.
Conservatives and socialists dernani

the dissolution of parliament. The
moderates and republicans agree that
dissolution is advisable, but claim it
shottid take place under another cab-
inet.

THINGS LOOK DARK IN FNRACE

If the Senate Stands Ftrm Only One of
Two Things Can Happen.

London, Feb. 16.—The Paris corre-
spondent of the Times telegraphs as
follows to that paper:
The cabinet has sounded a clear note.

If it succeeds, it is nothing more or
less than a coup d'etat; if it fallaft is an
act of violence to no good end. The set-
ting aside of the vote of the senate vir-
tually upsets the constitution. If the
senate stands firm, there are only two
alternatives—the resignation of the
ministers or the expulsion of the senate
by a mob. The chamber of deputies,
which reassembles on Thursday after
a cabinet council on Tuesday, may,
however, recoil from a second vote
which might prove disastrous. The sit-
uation is the most delicate we have
seen in 25 years.

SITUATION IS GRAVE.
London, Feb. 16.—The special dis-

patches from Paris all agree as to the
gravity of the French crisis.

A HIGH OLD f ME AT LEADVILLE

Palacz. Was r•-mdcd %%at) lees and
Myst:e ehrincre.

Leadville. Col., Feb. 15.—The Elks and
Shriners of Colorado, Utah and 'Wyom-
ing today held high carnival at the ice
palace. Five thousand persons were
Present and participated in the grand
masque ball and skating carnival. All
the business housee and many of the
residences were lavishly decorated and
the streets were thronged with masked
persons in grotesque costumes, present-
ing a scene as lurid and picturesque as
the Mardi Gras or the Veiled Prophets.
The crystal palace is the most gor-

geous and beautiful edifice ever erected
of any material in any age of the world.
Arrangements are being made for ex-
cursions from Chicago and St. Paul.

CHICAGO ENJOYED BLACK SNOW

emetliar Phenomena in the Wine). Ci y.
Ae.o ;I, Eastern Iowa.

Chicago, Feb. 18.—"Black snow" was
a novelty' enjoyed by this city tonight.
Between 6 and 7 o'clock there was a
fall of a couple of inches of what seemed
in the dark to be the staple winter ar-
ticle, but which on examination under
the gas or electric light proved to be
decidedly not the ordinary Caucasian
variety. The flakes when melted on an
extended palm left a tiny ink-like speck.
Telegrams received from points in

eastern Iowa told of a similar phenome-
non.


