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2 February presidents
h  beamr uf lianeola'Washington Day 

cetobratiana Karl Bergqtdst nnd Neva 
Ha we, students af Martin Stone's sixth 
grade class ware given a special 
assignment, 'llie twa girls researched aad 
prepared a presents!iea an the history of 
these twa past presidents.

These themes which were read and 
discussed by the class include:

By KARI BERGQU1ST

He was one of the world's truly great 
men. Under his leadership the American 
Union was preserved. War only made 
Lincoln believe more strongly that 
democracy is the best of all forms of 
government. In his Gettysburg Address 
and in other speeches and writings, 
Lincoln expressed the deepest beliefs of 
the American people. He also created 
some of the finest examples of American 
literature. Lincoln had great power as 
President, but he never lost touch with 
the common people. He never hated 
anyone and never wanted revenge. In 
spite of Lincoln’s high position millions of 
people, even in his own time, knew him as 
"Honest Abe" and "Father Abraham".

Abe was born on February 12,1809, on a 
farm near Hodgenville, Kentucky that 
stands today. Thomas Lincoln, Abe’s 
father, was descended from an old and 
respected American family. Much has 
been made of the fact that Lincoln began 
his life in a log cabin. This fact is usually 
taken to mean that he rose from poverty 
to greatness. But many families in central 
Xentucky lived in log cabins during the 
early 1800’s.

Life was harder in Indiana than it had 
been in Kentucky. The Lincolns arrived 
too late in the fall to build a tight cabin for 
the winter. All they could do was set up 
what is called a “half-faced cabin”. It was 
built of logs and poles and had only three 
sides. On the fourth side was a fire which 
they had to keep burning day and night.

In this wild region grew a boy of seven 
to a man of twenty-one. His education can 
best be described as excellent.

Long before Abe became of age, he 
reached his full height of six feet four 
inches. He was thin, awkward, big-boned, 
and strong. His face was homely, his skin 
was dark, and his hair was black; coarse 
and standing on end.

It’s often said that Jefferson Davis 
mustered Lincoln into t’ne Fededral 
Service. This is untrue. It is true that he 
was once mustered in and once mustered 
out by Lieutenant Robert Anderson.

Perhaps they saw at least a hint of the 
qualities of statesmanship that were to 
make him great. At any rate, they 
encouraged him to become a candidate for 
the legislature. The Black Hawk War 
prevented Lincoln from making much of a 
campaign, and he was defeated. But he 
took much satisfaction in the fact that his . 
owhprteinct gave him 277 of its 284 votes;
* Lincoln’s service in the legislature gave 

him his first chance to make a public 
statement of his attitude toward slavery. 
In 1837 the Illinois legislature passed 
resolutions condemning abolition soci
eties.

For judical purposes the state of Illinois 
was divided into circuits. Each circuit was 
made of several counties. This is what 
Lincoln meant when he said his favorite 
thing to do was to “ride the circuit".

Lincoln did not take his seat in 
Congress until December 6, 1847. He 
failed to make much of a reputation except 
as a humorous speaker. By the time he 
took office the war with Mexico had ended 
in victory for the United Stales. But with 
the rest of his party Lincoln criticized 
President James K. Polk and the 
administration for having brought on the 
war.

When Lincoln returned to Springfield at 
the end of his term in Congress he thought 
that his political career was over. For this 
reason he practiced law with greater 
earnestness than ever before. He 
continued to travel the circuit, but he 
appeared much oftener in higher courts 
and in connection with more important 
cases than in the first ten years of his 
practice. He was soon recognized as one of 
the leading members of the Illinois bar.

Years later he was chosen to run 
against Douglas for United States Senate. 
His speech was a good one. He told the 
people this:“A house divided against itself 
cannot stand. I believe this government 
cannot endure permanently half slave and 
half free. I do not expect the Union to be 
disolved—I do not expect the house to 
fall—but I do expect it will cease to be 
divided. It will become one thing, or all the 
other. Either the opponents of slavery will 
arrest the further spread of it, and place it 
where the public mind shall rest in the 
belief that it is in the course of ultimate 
extinction; or its advocates will push it 
forward till it shall become alike lawful in 
all the states, old as well as new, North as 
well as South.” He was nominated into the 
senate with this speech.

Now came the election for presidency. 
Lincoln won easily with the number of 
vote»—1,886 to 452 which was 180 above 
Breckinridge. He was the 16th president 
and his term was from 1861-1865. Later 
while watching a play, he was shot in the 
head by John Wilkes Booth. He died at 
7:22 the next morning—the morning of 
April 15, 1865.

Kail Bergquist

By NEVA HOWE

The people of the United Slates, and 
many other lands, call George Washington 
“the Father of his country”. Washington 
truly earned that title. He looked after his 
country the way a good father would look 
after his son. He fought for his country 
and helped it grow large and strong. He 
guided his country when it was young and 
helped to setup a wise and good 
government. In the history of the world no 
man has done more to help any country 
than Washington did to help the United 
Stales.

From the time George Washington was 
a boy, he loved his country deeply. 
Washington loved the spirit of liberty and 
freedom which grew among his country
men and which he fought to uphold.

George’s family was from an Old 
English family. This Old English family 
was from Sulgrave Manor in Northamp
tonshire. But where the American came in 
was back in 1656. His grandfather was 
American. His name was Lawrence.

George Washington was bom February 
22,1732 at a farm in Virginia. George was 
the first child for his stepmother.Thrcc 
other children or sons and daughters soon 
followed. So George was the oldest in the 
family.

George had very little schooling at first, 
lie had a little bit in classrooms. In these 
classes he learned things like riding 
horseback easily and to row and sail on 
rivers. There were also things like 
hunting and swimming for pleasure.

Lawrence Washington was George’s 
favorite relative. He was a man of 
influence and great social charm. He was 
also the Hero of the War.

Lawrence had married the daughter of 
his neafatt'neighbor, William Fairfax.

Later in George’jk« life he got the 
privilege of having more schooling. 
George's lack of schooling had left him a 
slow reader and a very poor speller. He 
had two tutors or teachers. These tutors 
taught young George the acts of war.

Lawrence Washington had always been 
in delicate health. Lawrence soon saw that 
he was not going to get well and returned 
to Mount Vernon to die. George inheritd 
the estate and became owner of Mount 
Vernon.

In 1753 Governor Robert Dinwiddie of 
Virginia chose George Washington for an 
important mission. Washington was then 
21. Both sides in this fierce struggle for 
trade kept asking their governments to 
settle the question of boundaries and 
trading rights. But they wouldn't do this 
for a while. From what Washington was 
doing it brought him some fame. He was a 
messenger. In the war Washington was 
made a lieutenant colonel and given a 
command in the expedition.

Great Britain set out to drive the 
French troops and traders from the 
disputed lands, although war between 
Britain and France was not actually 
declared. George Washington was consid
ered an experienced colonial officer and 
was urged to serve in the British forces. 
But the British announced that colonial 
officers would not be allowed to hold any 
rank above that of captain. Washington 
refused to except a lower rank and 
resigned from the militia.

During this service in tin? war, George 
Washington had been elected to the 
Virginia House of Rurgesscs. On his last 
furlough before leaving the army he had 
become engaged to Martha Dandridgc 
Curtis, a wealthy widow with two 
children. In January, 1759, he married 
Martha.

In early summer, 1759, George 
Washington moved his family to Mount 
Vernon. There Washington went back to 
farming which he loved. Washington was 
a good farmer. He paid a lot of attention to 
his farm.

The French and Indian Wars had been 
expensive for Great Britain. Many of the 
British fell that the Americans ought to 
pay the costs of their own protection.

After the famous Boston Tea Party, the 
British placed Boston under military 
control. Many people in Virginia were 
very angry. But George Washington, the 
calm conservative, was the one who spoke 
the words that startled the country. At an 
illegal meeting of the assembly in

Registration closes this week
The deadline tor registering 

to vote in the April 1 school 
elections is March 1—this 
Saturday.

But because the Courthouse 
is dosed on Saturdays, per
sona interested in registering 
or checking their registra
tions are asked to do so before

5 p.m. Friday.
Clerk and Recorder Hazel 

Fallang says persons who 
wish to register and are 
unable to make the Friday 
deadline, may contact her at 
home Saturday and she will 
arrange for registrations.

As of Tuesday, M rs.

Williamsburg in August, 1774, he declared 
quietly, “I will gladly enlist at my own 
expense one thousand men and march to 
the relief of Boston".

The second Continental Congress 
opened in May at the Philadelphia State 
office. Washington's appearance made a 
sensation. He was dressed in the blue and 
buff uniform of a colonel of the militir.. 

tA Everyone knew he was ready for war. 
John Adams lost no time in recommending 
that Washington be named Commander 
and Chief of the American army. On June 
15 he was elected Commander and Chief of 
the army. On June 23, Washington, with a 
mounted escort, set off for Boston by way 
of New York City.

Washington was horrified by the lack of 
uniforms, arms, and discipline among the 
volunteer farmer youths. Until the end of 
the war, Washington was forever 
struggling to get clothes, food and pay for 
his soldiers.

During the summer and fall of 1775 the 
American and British armies faced each 
other without action. 1776 came and still 
there was no war. While Washington was 
camped the mighty news of the 
Declaration of Independence arrived.

Washington was to take charge of the 
army when it broke which he always loved 
to do. And at Christmas he got to go home 
again for the feasting and jollity. His 
birthday in 1799 was a great occasion.

On December 13, Martha was very 
cross at her old man. He had ridden out 
when it was windy and damp, and now he 
had a cold. That night his throat was 
closed by a severe attack of quinsy. His 
old friend and neighbor, Dr. James Craik, 
came as fast as the horse could carry him. 
The next morning two other doctors 
arrived from Alexandria. According to the 
practice of the times, they bled the patient 
and gave him remedies to ease his 
suffering. His wife, his old servant, and his 
faithful secretary never left his side. But 
all efforts were in vain. At ten o’clock on 
the night of December 14, 1799, the 
master of Mount Vernon breathed his last.

Oldsmobile
citation

About people
•  Ralph Prather is home and 
reported "doing well” after 
eye surgery last week at S t  
Vincent’s Hospital, Billings.

•  Carol Myrstol, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Myrstol, 
and Paul Beckcn, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Bccken, were 
married Feb. 14 in Phoenix, 
Arizona.
•  Pamela Starr, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Norm Starr has 
been named to the 1974 fall 
quarter honor roll at the 
University of Montana. Miss 
Starr earned a straight A 
average for work during the 
quarter.

h  rewfaitio« ef 25 year* mm mm O M w U * dealer, 
Arnold John eon, [right] president of Ofe Meter Ce., 
Inc., last week received a corneaeaaerative plaque by 
the OMsoeobBe Division of General Motors 
Corporation. Presenting the award was C. C. Barnett, 
district manager, Biamark, N. D. John sea Bret became 
associated with Oldsmobile in 1950, and arrsrdlng to 
Barnett, is one ef the few dealers to reach the 2S-year 
milestone while being associated with one firm.

(Pioneer ilm to]

Reed
Point

railing says “quite a few 
new persons had registered 
for the elections.

City voters will participate 
in two elections in April—the 
school and city contests. Rural 
residents who are properly 
registered will be eligible to 
vote in the school elections.

By LOUISE THOMPSON

Dates to Remember.
Mar. 7—Talent show at 

Reed Point Gym. Anyone 
interested in participating' 
contact Mrs. John Holmgren,, 
Thale Ludwick or Louise,. 
Thompson. Everyone com») 
and enjoy. }

Mar. 5-2:00, E. W.” mee7 
ing at church.

Mar. 14-8:00, VFW Aux. 
meeting.

MRS. ALTA Campanclla 
returned home Sunday after 
spending a month in Living
ston with Dr. and Mrs. Robert 
C a m p n e l l a  recuperating 
from an operation on her 
knee. We are all glad she’s 
home and that she gets well 
real soon.

MRS. LEE Brown and new 
son Darren Thomas returned 
home Tuesday. Darren weigh
ed in at 8 lbs. 6 ozs.

MRS. HAZEL Berry, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lawrence Berry and 
Peter Guy attended the 
wedding of Mr. Sam Berry 
and Kim Eckland in Harlow- 
ton Saturday.

Mr. and Mrs. Huntley 
Brumfield of Fishtail visited 
Sunday with his parents Mr. 
and Mrs. A. P. Brumfield.

THE BOYS and Girls 
Fellowship age 11 and under 
enjoyed a skating party at the 
roller rink in Billings Thurs
day. They all had dinner at 
McDonalds after skating.

SUNDAY callers at the 
Palmer Peterson home were 
Mr. and Mrs. Art Sibbct, 
Columbus, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd Sibbet, Billings; Mrs. 
Alvin Schott, Columbus; Mrs. 
Elmer Schott of Melville and 
Mr. and Mrs. A1 Bert.

MR. AND Mrs. Terry 
Brumfield are going to be 
permanent residents of Reed. 
They are moving into the 
Jardet house. Welcome!

SATURDAY Mr. Al Grief 
and boys of Billings visited at 
the A. C. Brumfield home. 
Sunday visitors were Mr. and 
Mrs. Huntley Brumfield, Mrs. 
Rose Peterson and son Skip of 
Billings and Mr. and Mrs. 
Terry Brumfield.

MRS. Katherine Bovec 
visited Monday with Mr. and 
Mrs. Marion VanCampen. 
Saturday Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
VanCampen of Columbus vis
ited. We are so glad that Mrs. 
VanCampen is well after 
having a terrible bout with 
the flu.

MR. AND Mrs. Lloyd 
Thompson and James Edger 
visited with Mr. and Mrs. 
Marvin Thompson in Big 
Timber over the weekend.

T & D 
Electronics

TV — Radio 
Stereo (8-Track)

Small and major appliances

Monday —  Friday 
B am. — 5pm .

Saturday 
9 am —  12 noon

Phone 932*3224 
316 E. 3rd 
Big Timber 

Same Day Service

NOTICE
To All CB'ers
InteHatted in joining o CB Club: 

Attend the

Organizational
M EETING

Monday, March 3
7:30 pm  at the Duaout

Election of Officers Set

Edward (Buzz) Tecca, vice-presidertt 
- of Five Waters dulv-v---^— 

Livingston, will preside.

R R A IM K L IlM

V A L U A B L E  C O U P O N - V A L U A B L E  C O U P O N

KOTEX 24't 
NAPKINS

iMtnrnmcom*

75

J  «.3 2  WITHOUT COUPON

G o o d  only at B E N  F R A

V A L U A B L E  C O U P O N

34-0z. SANI*FLUSH® 
TaNat Bawl Cltaaar

umimtcom*

5 9 *
73c WITHOUT COUPON

Go o d  only at B E N  F R A N K L I N

, V A L U A B L E  C O U P O N

KLEENEX
TOWELS

umrtmmeomon

G oo d only at B E N  F R A N K L I N

V A L U A B L E  C O U P O N

49c WITHOUT COUPON

Go o d  only at B E N  F R A N K L I N G oo d only at B E N  F R A N K L I N

Shop Ben Franklin for LOW ER PRICES in many departments 
Th e  Store where Your Dollar has more Cents


