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BAIRD Hfhts up his pips at tha oMoa. (Ptonaar photo)

'avy\ Baird may meet 
Hollywood here in ’76

By BARBARA SCHILLING

What do a Dingelhoofer, a 
young boy who lived in 1844, 
and Hollywood have in com
mon? I f  everything works the 
way it's planned, they'll all 
meet in Montana in 1P76.

"Dinglehoofer” , as muzzle
loading fans well know, is the 
buckskin alias for John Baird, 
editor and publisher o f the 
monthly m a g a z i n e ,  “ The 
Buckskin Report”, owner of 
the Big Timber based Buck
skin Press, and enthusiastic 
booster o f the beauties of 
Sweet Grass County.

Davy is the boy who lived in 
1844, and who lives in the 
pages o f a book by Baird titled 
“Davy.”

Hollywood is that place in 
the sunny south where movies 
are planned, and that's where 
Baird was in January working 
out the movie rights for his 
book.

BAIRD says no contracts 
have been signed as yet, and 
even though these things 
sometimes fall through, he 
has great hopes this project 
will be completed.

Baird got the movie bug

last summer when he and Ed 
Keney were in Kalispell to 
assist the Charles' B. Pierce 
production o f “ Winterhawk,” 
described as a mountainman— 
Indian epic.

They gave technical assis
tance to assure authenticity of 
detail in the dress and guns of 
the mountainmen appearing 
in the movie. They also 
appeared as extras. Baird said 
“ Winterhawk" is due to be 
released later this year. 
Starring in the picture are 
Woody Strode, Leif Erickson. 
Slim Pickens, Denver Pyle, 
L.Q. Jones, Jim Clem and 
Elisha Cook.

Baird's book was “ discov
er,*«!" by Slim Pickens while 
he was in Livingston last 
summer working on a movie. 
Pickens, a Buckskinner him
self, was earlier impressed by 
Sweet Grass County while 
here to film a'segment for the 
American Sportsman on the 
Boulder River.

At Fleming, a top make-up 
man for the movie industry 
and contributor to “ The 
Buckskin Report,” talked with 
Pickens, read the book, and 
along with Bill Braden, 
interested Feature Films in

the book.
The book has been blocked 

out for filming, and a rough 
draft completed.

SL IM  Pickens has spoken 
for a lead role, and a part will 
be written in for Woodie 
Strode. Richard T h o m a s ,  
known as John-Boy on “ The 
Waltons," is being sought 
after for the lead of “Davy.”

R iver scenes, which in the 
book took place near St. 
Louis, will be shot between 
Three Forks and Great Falls, 
and other filming will prob
ably be at Virginia City and 
other locations.

Baird, who attended Gov
ernor Tom Judge’s movie 
promotion party January 28 
in Hollywood, is a firm 
supporter o f bringing more 
movie making efforts to 
Montana. He says “ Film-mak
ing is a non-polluting industry 
which drops a lot o f money in 
the area in which they are 
working.”  Baird has received 
notice o f eight films and two 
television shows to be shot in 
Montana this coming year.

He has established a service 
facility for the movie industry 
which will aid in locations,

props, and extras for movies 
being shot in the Treasure 
State. (See separate story)

BAIRD and his family 
moved to Big Timber in 1972, 
continued his Buckskin Press 
work of publishing and mail
order books, and established 
his monthly magazine. His 
books and publishing are 
keyed to the early West, 
especially the era o f the 
mountainmen. He is an 
international authority on the 
Hawken rifles, and has writ
ten two books on the subject.

Baird has been instrumen
tal in getting at least five 
families to move to Sweet 
Grass County, and Big Timber 
is fast becoming known as the 
center of muzzleloading activ
ities.

A  “ rendevouzs,” termed by 
many as the most successful 
ever, was held on the Bud Pile 
ranch last summer, and 
another meeting o f modern 
day mountainmen is sched
uled for the Fourth o f July at 
Billy Jarrett's on the Main 
Boulder. Baird, a key man in 
the planning, will be there, 
one of the boys in buckskin, a 
Dinglehoofer to the end.

Big Timber editor branches out: Film service being organized in state
John Baird, editor o f the 

Buckskin Report magazine 
and owner o f the Buckskin 
Press Book Store is branching 
out.

Baird is organizing Big Sky 
Film Consultants, a firm to 
help movie companies on 
location in Montana secure 
props, "extras” (area persons 
needed for particular scenes), 
and suitable “ environments" 
for films.

“ W e are better qualified to 
find these things than some
one coming out of a Hollywood

office," Baird notes.
He says eight film compan

ies and two TV  production 
firms will be on location in the 
state this year. Because of 
this, he says there's a real 
need for a group such as Big 
Sky Film Consultants.

He plans to establish the 
firm's office in Bozeman 
because of the closeness to an 
airport, and because Bozeman 
is near the mountains, one of 
the main reasons Baird says 
so many films are being shot 
in Montana.

Establishing an active file 
o f local people interested in 
serving as “ extras" should be 
beneficial not only to the 
movie companies, but to 
individuals also.

He says, “ Once the filming 
(o f a movie) begins, it costs 
the company $30-40,000 per 
day. I f  a bottleneck can be 
alleviated quickly, the com
pany saves money."

Big Sky Film Consultants 
plan to work in advance to 
facilitate the filming and give 
technical assistance when

necessary. Problems such as 
finding appropriate persons 
for walk-on parts or the 
proper scenery for a movie 
often take time which means 
the loss o f money. Baird's 
knowledge o f the area and file 
of potential “ extras”  should 
help to remove the "bottle
necks.”

“ W e hope to convince the 
movie industry t o  d e a l  
through us for extras. I f rwe 
know exactly what is needed 
in advance, we have two to 
three months to find the

people.”  Baird says that 
normally only two days of 
newspaper, radio and TV  
announcements are used to 
call for extras.

Recalling his experience as 
an extra  in the filming of 
“ Winterhawk”  last Septem
ber in Kalispell, he says many 
who came to audition for 
extra parts were not what the 
producer wanted and con
sequently they had to “ make 
do with what they got. Many 
people were turned away. 
Advance work would have

prevented this."
For a fee of $10 to cover the 

paper work, a person can 
interview with the consulting 
firm for an extra part. Baird 
says people often are needed 
for street, mob or office 
scenes, cowboys, Indians or 
miners. Local persons inter
ested in these “ walk on” parts 
will place their names on file.

“ There is no real qualifica
tion. Any one o f any age, sex 
or ethnic group could qualify. 
Any one under 18 must be 
accompanied by a parent”

Baird says, “ W e are not a 
hiring agency by any means, 
but merely a “clearing house” 
for those who want to help the 
(film) industry.”  I t  is his hope 
to convince the companies to 
deal through Big Sky Film 
Consultants for all their 
extras.

He has sought the help o f 
four other men who, with him, 
make up the group’s Board of 
Advisors. They include actor 
Slim Pickens; A lbert Fleming, 
a make-up artist; Sen. Pete 
Stor y; and John D. Wheeler,

with Montana Film Produc
tions in Helena.

Dick McLees, also is work
ing with Baird, will photo
graph applicants wishing to 
be pieced in the extras file.

Although still in the organ
izational stages. Big Sky Film 
Consultants plan to contact 
film companies soon and begin 
interviewing “ as soon as the 
weather breaks,”  says Baird.

Excited by his now business 
venture, Baird says he has 
received encouragement from 
Slim Pickens and Bill Braden.

Coming up
Meetings of interest

(Editor’s Note: This calendar sf meetings o f general 
interest to Sweet Grass County residents will appear 
in The Plsneer each week. The list includes scheduled 
governmental meetings and others open to the public. 
R will not include meetings o f private clubs. K you 
know of a listing which should be published, contact 
The Pioneer before 5 pm . Mondays.]

Monday, March 10—City Council meeting in City 
Hall, 1:30 p.m. Council will open bids for SID bonds.

Monday, March 10—High school board meeting 7 
p.m. in high school. See agenda elsewhere in today’s 
paper.

Meetings
TOASTMASTERS

Jess McGuire served as 
toastmaster at the Feb. 26 
meeting of the Big Timber 
Toastmasters.

Topicmaster, Bill Ferguson, 
furnished topics on Allenspur 
Dam, CB radios, guns, new 
energy sources, new Monday 
holidays, basketball fathers, 
and sealed archives in Wash
ington.

Don Tetlie delivered a 
prepared speech e n t i t l e d  
"Where Does Your Money 
Go", outlining the distribution 
of toastmasters' dues.

John Ronneberg gave a 
prepared speech, "Money", 
and made use of visual aids: 
one dollar bills in the hands of 
all listeners.

General evaluator was Jim 
Sandsness. Walt S c o t s o n 
evaluated Tetlie's speech and 
Eugene Peterson evaluated 
Ronneberg’s speech.

The meeting ended with a 
short business session.

SADDLE CLUB

President Bill Jensen offici
ated at the recent meeting of 
the Big Sky Saddle Club.

Among items of business 
discussed was the possibility 
o f the club sponsoring a 
candidate for queen at the Big 
Timber rodeo next summer, 
and also if the club could have 
a queen to represent the 
Saddle Club and to participate

at outside O-Mok-Sces.
The calendar o f scheduled 

O-Mok-Sees and trail rides 
has been set for the coming 
summer. O-Mok-Sees will be 
held on April 20, June 15, July 
20 (invitational) and Sept. 21. 
A  horse show and barbeque 
will be held in conjunction 
with the September O-Mok- 
See. The club will buy a 
weancr pig and supply feed to 
fatten the animal for the 
barbeque.

Trail rides will be held on 
May 18 and August 17.

A  motion was passed to get 
a plaque for the high point 
winner of 1974.

Renee and Rick Schuler 
served refreshments follow
ing the meeting.

NEIGHBORHOOD CLUB

Seven members of the 
Sweet Grass Neighborhood 
Club met recently in the home 
of Mrs. Minda Shipton. 
Because of the bad weather, 
no officers were present at 
the meeting, so no business 
was done. A fter a lunch was 
served to members by Mrs. 
Shipton, the afternoon was 
spent in visiting.

The next meeting will be 
held March 18 at 2 p.m. in the 
home of Mrs. A lta Eppens. 
Roll call will be to wear & 
green broach.

TRIO CLUB MEETING
The trio Club met Feb. 19 in

Melville, Big Timber news
By BOBBIE FELLOWS

I f  you missed the plays 
presented Friday by the High 
School Thespians you cer
tainly missed an enjoyable 
evening. A  very receptive 
audience served to stimulate 
the group to a top notch 
performance. The young peo
ple on stage as well as those 
behind the scenes arc to be 
commended for a job well 
done. Congratulations Thes
pians and Director Mr. Vince 
Kunda! Hot Line, The Ghost 
of a Show and Seven Wives

the Dugout. Vice president, 
Florence Beley conducted the 
meeting.

A  Valentine exchange was 
held.

Hostesses were E d n a  
Peterson and M a r g a r e t  
Beckon.

Laura Camp and Kaia 
Cosgriff will be hostesses at 
the next meeting.

Ray Leon will speak on 
safety tips for women, and 
how to defend oneself.

FHA members 
set for convention
By BARBARA LITTELL

The State FH A Convention 
is coming up again and for 
it, FH A ’crs worked on pro
jects during their Feb. 27 
meeting. Some worked on the 
scrap book, and others on the 
Red Rose project for this 
year.

The convention will be held 
in Missoula March 20-22.

Girls who will be attending 
are Judy Braaten, Jeri Hauge, 
Dawna Bainter, Donna Lau- 
bach, Kathy Arlian, Mclrain 
Johnson, Barbara L  i 11 e 11, 
Georgia Hansen and Nancy 
Moore.

Kathy Arlian and Meirain
Johnson will be voting dele
gates at the even t Nancy 
Moore is the District vice- 
chairman.

for Dracula were also pre
sented at the Pioneer Home 
Saturday afternoon.

MR. A N D  Mrs. Mike Trig, 
Harlowton, enjoyed dinner 
and visiting Saturday of last 
week with the Quentin Indre- 
lands.

LOUISE and Gene Drib- 
nenki and Louise’s mother 
Nellie Ferch o f Rupert, Idaho, 
recently returned from a 10 
day trip to Hawaii. Mrs. 
Drebnenki won the trip for 
winning the P r e s i d e n t s

Hospitality 
House news
By MRS. N.B. GALLENTINE

Forty-nine senior citizens 
attended a sumptous pot luck 
supper last Friday. The 
Golden A ge  Warblers enter
tained us with appropriate 
songs and music. Then every
one enjoyed the slides and 
talk by Mr. Barney Grinvoll of 
his trip to New  Guinea, Aus
tralia, Fiji Islands and stops 
between. Mrs. Grinvoll also 
entertained us with piano 
music.

Remember each Tuesday is 
arts and crafts. W e are 
learning many new things. 
Mctting is at 2 p.m.

The Golden Age Warblers 
practice every Wednesday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. Come 
join us.

Friday at 7:30, we will play 
Bingo again

Monday, Mar. 10, there will 
be a regular senior citizen 
meeting at 2 p.m. Program 
will be “ Bring and Brag.”

Meet changed
The March meeting of the 

Christian Woman's Club has 
been advanced one week, to 
avoid conflicts with Holy 
Week religious services.

The meeting, normally the 
fourth Thursday of the month, 
will be conducted the third 
Thursday, March 20, this 
month.

Meetings are at 7 p.m. in 
the Lutheran Church Parish 
Hall.

Award for the Neo Life 
Company of America. The 
Presidents Award is the 
highest award the Neo Life 
Company gives each year. 
Louise handles natural food 
supplements, c o s m e t i c s ,  
cleaners and a new food 
storage program in her Big 
Timber office. While in 
Hawaii they toured the island 
o f Oahu, saw how pineapple 
and bananas are grown, took 
the Pearl Harbor tour, visited 
a zoo, clothing factories. Sea 
Life Park and enjoyed many 
other sights.

MR. AN D  Mrs. Walter 
Fellows visited overnight 
Monday at the home of their 
son James and family. Jim's 
folks w ere returning to their 
home in Hardin from a trip to 
Bozeman.

MR. A N D  Mrs. "Bob Hash 
former residents o f the area 
returned to the county recent
ly and are now employed at 
the Jamartom Ranches Inc.

GUESTS at the Quentin 
Indreland home on Sunday 
were Mr. and Mrs. Alfons Be 
Bus and Russell, Bobby and 
Vicki Schuchard o f Judith 
Gap.

MR. AND  Mrs. D. J. 
Casper, Bozeman, w e r e  
guests over the weekend in 
the home of their daughter 
and family, Mr. and Mrs. Don 
Christensen.

IONA Stover is visiting in

the home of her niece, Mrs. 
Louise Dribnenki. Iona has 
been visiting her son in 
Columbia, South America for 
the past three months and will 
be returning to her home in 
Circle in a week or so.

MRS. Charlotte Indreland, 
Mrs. Chuck Indreland and 
family, Harlowton, w e r e  
Tuesday afternoon callers at 
the Quentin Indreland home.

THE Recreation room in the 
Lutheran Church in Big 
Timber served as the setting 
Saturday for a Bridal shower 
honoring Miss Susan Fellows, 
daughter o f Mr. and Mrs. 
James Fellows and soon to 
become the bride o f Mr. Bruce 
Gottwig o f Billings. The 
brides colors o f pink and 
white were implemented in 
the color scheme for the 
afternoon affair. Susan was 
presented with a delicate 
corsage o f daisies and baby 
breath by hostesses Mrs. 
Karen Pelatt of Billings and 
Mrs. Esther Osen. The invited 
guests enjoyed the afternoon 
playing games and rejoicing 
with Susan over the many 
lovely and useful gifts. Mrs. 
Jo Lavold, Miss Linda Fellows 
and Miss Kelli Duffey were 
receipients o f game prizes. An 
interlude o f musical enter
tainment was offered by 
Linda, Bobbie and Sally 
Fellows after which the 
guests were served by Miss 
Pam Starr, Bozeman and Miss 
Susan Esp, Billings, at the 
beautifully appointed t e a

BuCucktaR
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table.

M R  AND  Mrs. Jim Davis 
and J e ff drove to Idaho Falls 
and Pocatello over the week
end on a combined business 
and pleasure trip. While there 
they visited friends and Jim's 
brother John. Lucy reports 
lots o f snow in West Yellow
stone and Idaho Falls area.

BIG TIM BER NOTES:
M R  AND Mrs. Dave 

Popelka, Mr. and Mrs. Phillip 
Schuman Jr., Louis Plagge- 
meyer, Dana Strobel and 
John Becken attended the 
Jaycee Spring Board Conven
tion in Livingston Friday and 
Saturday. Phillip received the 
Eagle pin given for signing up 
six new members within the 
last year.

W EEKEND guests of Mr. 
and Mrs. A1 Mehus were Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerry Mehus and 
children of Billings. A  birth
day dinner party on Sunday 
with Mrs. Chris Bentz, Mis
soula also in attendance, 
honored son Jerry's children.

M R  AND Mrs. Oiaf Brekke 
and Doug traveled to Billings 
last Sunday where they 
enjoyed the Concordia College 
Choir concert presented at 
Lincoln Junior High. They 
also attended the receiption 
following at the American 
Lutheran Church.

M R  AND Mrs. Chet Miller, 
Stanford, visited at the Herb 
Baylis home over the week
end. Mrs. Miller is a sister to 
Mrs. Herb Baylis.

Bock Forty By L o  Grahom

“Pasple always srid I’d he OUT-STANDING 
in my Raid.”

BE AN "OIJT STANDING” PERSON BY 
SAVING MONEY, OUR S A V I N G S  
ACCOUNTS PAY THE HIGHEST INTER* 
EST SATES AND ARE INSURED TO 
«29,M t BY F.D.I.C.

Citizens Bank & Trust
Member * Big Timber, Montana


