
RON STIEF (23) 
and Lyle 
Stenberg stretch 
to get the ball 
during the
B *  Tim ber- Lodge Grass 
fame.
(Pioneer photo)

Herders off 
to state...
By LARRY LOWARY

A week’s break had given 
the Sweet Grass High School 
Sheepherders time to “rest and relax“ and Coach Randy 
Morrison says team members 
will be more than ready for 
Thursday’s first game of the 
class B state basketball 
tourney.

The Herders will meet Beit 
in the opening game of the 
12-game tournament at 1:30 
p.m. Thursday a t Eastern 
Montana College.“Now that we have had this 
week. I think everyone’s 
looking forward to it (the 
tourney).“ Morrison s a id Monday.“The kids are feeling 
fresher in their approach, 
mentally and physically. I 
think this rest and relaxation period has paid off.“

SIZING UP the opening 
game, Morrison says the 
Herders are anxious to meet Belt—a team that beat the 
Herders by two points early 
in the season.

“Big Timber and Belt are 
pretty well matched up. We 
have the same size, although 
they have height underneath us.“Morrison says he under
stands Belt plays man to man 
defense, and fast breaks. 
"They are a patterned team, a well disciplined team. Their

good attributes are shooting 
and rebounding.”

MORRISON knows the 
type of progress made by the 
Herders since the early part 
of the season, and he admits 
he expects Belt, too. has 
learned a lot.But there are other factors 
he says will put the Herders 
in good stead this week.

“First of all, we have more 
tourney experience than most 
of the others," he says. And in virtually every case. Big 
Timber’s had to fight hard to 
win the games. In four of the 
five tournament encounters, 
Big Timber won by only two points.“Playing in close, pressure 
games really pays off for us,“ 
the coach says. “We should be 
seasoned, we should know what type of pressures to 
expect.”

“We should know what we 
can and what we can't do."

A second advantage, the coach says, is the type of 
games Big Timber has had to 
play this season. “We have 
had a more difficult time 
compiling our record (19-6 as 
of the divisional tourney) than 
Belt“We’ve been playing in a well balanced conference and 
division. Most all of our 
season games have been
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JIM GRAHAM shows his style during the subdivisional 
championship acainst Hartowton

HERDERS LIFT 
Ron Stief so 
he can get 
his share of the 
net after the 
team won the 
subdivisional 
Tourney.

(Schmeling 
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