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P10VEER VIEWPOINT

Council interested in ideas 
about recreation program

Big Timber City Council members 
Monday night laid plans for the 
summer recreation program, and 
expressed interest in getting addi
tional “feedback" from community 
residents.

In approving the hiring of three 
persons to direct the program this 
summer, members said plans are 
being made to broaden the scope of 
the activities.

Later during a discussion, Mayor 
McLean Clark said he and other 
council memebers would welcome 
comments about the program.

However, Clark said although he 
and others on the council would be

willing to listen to ideas, he didn't 
expect much response. “Last year we 
asked for comments, and we got 
none," he said.

THE PROGRAM is an important 
one for our community, and we agree 
with Clark that citizen participation 
can and should play an important role 
in shaping a program for all children 
in the community.

We encourage parents who are 
interested in the program to express 
themselves. Letters may be sent to 
the city clerk or comments may be 
made to recreation committee mem
bers, Stan Todd and Lois Bjorndal.

DUSTING OFF THE OLD ONES

Cort remodeling
FIFTY YEARS AGO 
MARCH 5, 1925

"WORK STARTED Tues
day morning on moving the 
fixtures from the old Tom Kue 
restaurant, recently purchas
ed by Harvey Cort, prepara
tory to moving the pool hall 
from the hotel to that place. 
The first floor of the Cort will 
then be remade into a modern 
hotel, Gus Madsen having 
been awarded the contract. 
The plans call for 17 rooms on 
the first floor, including one 
double bed room, bath room, 
sample room, and a remodeled 
lobby. Judge J.E . Barbour is 
owner of the building and a 
ten year lease by Mr. Cort 
calls for an annual rental of 
$2,200."

AFTER LIVING two years 
in California, Mr. and Mrs. 
Clark McKenzie had returned 
to the McKenzie ranch, west 
of the city, to make their 
home.

SEVENTY YEARS AGO 
MARCH 9, 1904

“THE $50 appropriated by 
the city council for the Public 
Library at its session last 
Monday will probably be used 
very soon for the purchase of 
new books and a new 
bookcase, as the first case is 
already crowded."

J.F. SIMMONS had sold his 
Fish Creek ranch to Julius 
Gugler, manager of the Dr. 
Tudor ranch. The 3,600 acre 
ranch sold for $2.50 per acre.

THE EAGLES announced 
they would give a $5 prize to 
the couple "whose costume 
most correctly represents 
hard times" at their Hard 
Times masquerade ball.

COURT WOULD convene 
in the courthouse during the 
next week. There was one 
case slated for the civil 
calendar, and ten for the 
criminal.

OSTEIN BUE and Miss 
Freida Johnson were married 
that week at the home of the 
bride's sister, Mrs. John Bee.

AT THE meeting of the Big 
Timber Woman’s Club, Mrs. 
Lena Clark gave a brief 
sketch of the origins of the 
organization. In the early 
nineties, when the club 
started, there were twelve 
members, six men and six 
women. At that time there 
was no house in Big Timber 
large enough to  accommodate 
a greater number of people 
studying around a table, so 
the membership was limited. 
Since Big Timber had no 
library at that time, the only 
reference works available 
were a pillowslip full of 
clippings owned by Mrs. C.T. 
Busha. Later the club became 
a real woman’s club, and the 
men withdrew. Graciously, 
we presume.

"MEL JOWELL was ar
rested last Friday by Sheriff 
Falling on the charge of 
altering the brands on four 
horses belonging to G.R. (Two 
Dot) Wilson. Bail was fixed at 
$750 and hearing set for 
Saturday."

THERE WERE th-~e new 
weekly newspapers in the 
state of Montana that week. 
Going to press for the first 
time were: The Sanders Co. 
Ledger a t Thompson Falls, 
The Yellowstone Monitor at 
Glendive and the Gazette at 
Red Lodge."

THE WEEKLY sick list 
included Miss Judy Hatch 
who had the measles; Master 
Thad Pound, who was recov
ering slowly from a pleurisy 
attack; Mrs. D.J. Arnold, ill 
with erysipelas; and some of 
the Busha children, who were 
in bed with the ever famous 
La Grippe.

READER OPINIONS
TO THE EDITOR:

Does anybody appreciate 
the County Road Crew and 
their efforts to keep the roads 
open under these extreme 
condition^?

I can’t  think of any job more 
discouraging, unappreciated 
or dejectable than that of 
being the county road fore
man (and his crew). People 
will a c c u s e  him of every
thing—taking bribes, showing 
favorites, being lazy, stupid or 
just plain stubborn. He is 
saddled with a limited budget, 
which is very close to its limit 
by law. He has to not only 
maintain 500 miles of road 
(which includes completely 
rebuilding and1 graveling ap* 
proximately 20 miles a year) 
but also keep them open and 
useable.

Plowing snow is not out of 
reason or necessarily hard on 
his budget so long as he can 
keep his work on a straight 
time basis. His budget is made 
up so he can work so many 
men for so many hours per 
month and so many months a 
year, plus some overtime, 
breakdown time, etc. When
ever he has to pay more 
money out one month from hie 
budget than is budgeted, he 
will have to cut down some 
other month that amount or

be confronted with runtr.tg in 
the red. Local government, 
not like its big counterparts, 
frowns on this and so he gets 
it from that end. too.

Many times he has been 
accused of not knowing the 
right way of doing a job, be it 
grading, graveling, draining, 
plowing or any number of 
things. I have found, as I am 
sure you will, if you give him 
the chance to explain it, that 
he has good reasons for doing 
them in a certain way or for 
not doing them in some 
manner. If he doesn't he will 
be interested in hearing of a 
better way or solution.

. .Some.will compare his .work 
with the State Highway 
system, oil drillers road work, 
private contractors, etc. Giv
en the same job, same 
equipment, same budget, un
der the same conditions and 
very little would be done any 
better or possibly as good.

Being that everyb o d y 
knows what snow and wind is, 
maybe a few figures would be 
in order: Your snow plow 
equipment, consisting of 2 
grader plows, 1 w e d g e  
(loader) and 1 truck plow, 
have plowed 500 miles of road 
4 times in the last 30 days for 
a cost of about $5,000 or $2.50 
per mile (wages and fuel).

This is probably the most 
efficient snow plowing done in 
the world with the equipment 
and kind of roids at hand. 
Some of this was done with 
the wedge which is used only 
when is necessary as it leaves 
a bank of snow on both sides 
and makes it real hard to keep 
open after it is used once. The 
truck plow is good but has its 
limitations in drifted snow or 
on gravel roads. So this leaves 
the major portion (about 350 
miles) of gravel roads for the 2 
graders that can travel about 
6 or 7 miles per hour.

We can go to more 
specialized equipment for 
snow removal but that's about 
all you can do with it, too, is 
plow snow and it is expensive 
to buy. Some years we may 
never use it and at the worst, 
like this year, maybe 4 to 6 
weeks, the rest of the time 
they sit and do nothing.

The road budget for this 
fiscal year (June 30, 1974 to 
July 1, 1975) for wages and 
fuel amounts to $38,549 plus a 
special fund of $5,000 retained 
just for plowing snow. $5,000 
is enough money to plow snow 
for about 4 weeks if no 
overtime is paid. As of Feb. 
28, 1975 all the snow plowing 
money was gone and $26,322 
of the regular road budget

leaving $12,137 for the re
mainder of the year, 4 
months.

We believe this is sufficient 
providing he has no more 
snow to plow, but if it snows 
and the wind blows the roads 
will be plowed. The more we 
plow the less gravel and road 
work will be done in the 
spring and summer on aver
age conditions.

The 2 grader plows can 
plow about 25 miles per day 
apiece, for a total of 50 miles a 
day, take this into the 300-350 
miles of road they are 
expected to go over and you 
can see it will take 6 to 7 days 
to open all the roads provided 
the truck plow is able to plow 
the 150-200 miles remaining. 
This has been a bad 4 or 5 
weeks for everyone, we all 
have our faults as no one is 
perfect, let’s have a little 
compassion for our fellow man 
and live by the golden 
rule—“Do unto others as you 
would have them do unto 
you".

Thank you.

RAY ESP

TO THE EDITOR:
To date, two persons have

filed for vacancies on the City 
Council. Others have been 
urged to do so, but have failed 
to file for various reasons. We 
are taking this means to urge 
eligible city residents to 
reaffirm their belief in the 
democratic process by filing 
for the vacancies on the City 
Council

Each person who meets the 
qualifications for filing has the 
Constitutional right to do so 
regardless of age, education, 
sex, present or past employ
ment or marital status. Each 
individual has some unique 
quality to offer our City 
Government and there is no 
better time to come forward 
than now,', during the. Bicen
tennial

If you have considered 
filing for a Council seat, but 
hesitated to do so because of 
some imagined lack of quali
fications, why not reconsider? 
The City Clerk’s office will 
gladly help you determine 
whether you meet the re
quirements for filing and 
those are all you will need.

BIG TIMBER LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT STUDY 

COMMISSION 
Ed Bergquist, Chairman 

Jan Counter 
Maggi Buttrell

RERE 6 THERE
By LARRY LOW ARY

You didn't have to be 
outside Saturday to see that 
Mother Nature was treating 
us kindly again—the prolif
eration of bicycles, motor
cycles, and kids without 
winter coats said it all.

There's something really 
exciting about a "spring day” 
in the middle of the winter- 
now if it'll last.

BY NOW, no doubt, you've 
noticed the new “flag" on the 
front page of The Pioneer.

We hope you'll like it as 
much as we do.

We’re grateful to Jack 
Hines for designing it and 
providing us with continuing 
technical advice about how to 
present news, pictures, and 
features in an attractive way.

For years we’ve f e l t  
strongly about producing an 
attractive newspaper—a n d 
we think that his new flag is 
another step in that direction.

WE DIDN’T have room for 
a couple of stories last week,

including one about our 
“first-robin report" of the 
year.

Mildred Neville, Grey Cliff, 
called last week to report the 
chirping of a red-breast in her 
front lawn. “He's as lively as if 
it were a warm day in July,” 
she says. "Apparently he 
doesn't know there aren't 
many fat worms around this 
time of year," she said.

We're sure, of course , that 
there arc other reports of 
robins, but we credit Mrs. 
Neville with the ’first" one of 
the year.

SPIKE VAN CLEVE’s done 
something about the gasoline 
shortage-gasoline price situa
tion.

He's bought and driving the 
county's first diesel-powered 
car, a French Peugeot 504.

“Since it looks like the 55 
mile per hour speed limit is 
here to stay, I don't sec the 
need for the 350 horsepower 
V-8 that was giving me only 
13 miles per gallon."

Spike says the new disci 
will cruise at 85 mph, and "is

postively chomping at the 
bit" at 55 mph. Even more 
interesting is the fact that he 
gets 35 to 40 miles per gallon 
of disel fuel.

LAST WEEK’S announce
ment by Gov. Thomas Judge 
that another full-length movie 
will be filmed in Montana this 
year should provide more 
encouragement to John Baird 
and the new corporation he 
and others intend to set up. 
(See story in today’s paper).

Mctro-Goldwyn-Mayer will 
produce “Wild Track" an 
action-adventure epic involv
ing trains. MGM President 
Lew Rachmil says he was 
attracted to Montana after 
seeing Montana scenery in a 
film presentation by Judge to 
170 motion picture producers 
and directors in Hollywood 
Jan. 28.

Among the Montanans on 
hand for state’s sales pitch 
was Baird, who is convinced 
that Big Sky Film Consultants 
can play an important part in 
assisting movie makers work
ing in the state.

We’re happy to see Baird 
branch out and become 
involved in yet another 
state-boosting venture.

TODAY’S paper includes 
the names of area students on 
the Montana State University 
fall quarter honor roll Of 
particular interest is the 
school’s explanation why data 
was not released until last 
week.

MSU President Carl Mc
Intosh said the information 
was not given until questions 
about the student rights act 
was cleared up. “It was not 
dear,” the president said 
“whether the amendment 
extended to prohibit releasing 
to the general public such 
information as names of honor 
roll students."

McIntosh says he does not 
believe the intent of the law 
was to restrict the announce
ment of scholastic honors. The 
honor roll was released 
pending official interpretation 
of the law from the Depart
ment of Health, Education 
and Welfare.

ALTHOUGH we're always 
pleased to publish news such 
as that contained in the honor 
roll releases, we’ve got to 
admit they cause plenty of 
grief.

If a school fails to mention a 
student who should have been 
named, we’re  the ones who 
get the blame.

If a school fails to send out a 
release (as many do), we're 
accused of not being inter
ested, or in failing to report 
activities of certain schools.

For the record, it should be 
noted that we publish vir 
tually all articles about college 
students, and those in the 
service.

If your son or daughter 
attends a school, is named to 
an honor roll (or receives 
some other honor), and you 
don’t  see it in The Pioneer, 
bring or call in the informs 
tion. Many schools, because of 
Economy r e a s o n s ,  h a v e  
stopped sending general news 
releases. We can't print 
something unless we know 
about it. And we don't have a 
crystal ball

EXPRESS
YOURSELF

Send us a 
reader opinion

Ffcsee (406)932-2681 Bax 190 224 McLeod Street
BIG TIMBER, MONTANA 5*011
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