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News of 
record
The weather

The snow’s just about gone. 
Temperatures in the 50s and 
bright sunshine brought the 
kids out without their coats, 
on on their bikes.

Daily readings, courtesy of 
Jerry's Conoco Service Sta
tion, include:

Mar. 1—High, 51; Low, 39; 
Mar. 2—High, 49; Low, 32, 

.3 in. precip.;
Mar. 3—Hgh, 52; Low. 20; 
Mar. 4—High, 51; Low, 32.

Hospital notes
P a t i e n t s  remaining at 

Sweet G r a s s  Community 
Hospital this week include: 

Carl Feldt

in court
Ekasa Fecguasa, J.P.
County:

W. D. Edwards, Jr., Three 
Forks, ML Bad check $10 and 
restitution of check.

John Raymond Kopling, 
Seattle, Wash., $20 ff-E x - 
coeding nighttime speed limit 

William Earl Weber, Red 
Ijodge, ML $70—Three counts 
of traffic violations. 
HIGHWAY:

Carol Katlsa, Butte, ML $40 
ff

Duane E. A IL Grand Forks, 
N. Dak. $15 ff—Exceeding 
daytime speed limit 

Robert 0. Emerson, Lake
side, Oregon. $15 ff—Operat
ing after Feb. 15 without 
current license plates.

James C. Johnson, Miles 
City, ML $5 ff—Exceeding 
daytime speed limiL 

Thomas H. Beggin, Billings, 
Mt. $5 ff—Exceeding daytime 
speed limit

Daniel G. Bykonen, Boze
man, ML $5 ff—Exceeding 
daytime speed lim it

Westlings 
to open 
saddle shop

A  saddle shop will soon be 
operating in the old Big 
lim ber hospital building, 309 
McLeod. Bert Westling and 
his son Bill plan to open as 
soon as remodeling of the 
building into a shop and living 
quarters for the Westlings is 
completed.

The Westlings will sell tack 
and grooming supplies and 
repair saddles. They will have 
new and used saddles and 
other items in stock. Among 
the brands of saddles that will 
be available are Heiaer 
Keystone, Colorado Saddlery, 
S. D. Myers, and Bill Conway 
custom-made saddles.

According to Bill Westling, 
the business will handle 
"using” equipment primarily; 
however, special orders for 
show equipment will be taken.

Bert Westling has had 
experience in saddle shops in 
Littleton and Morrison, Col., 
and Pomona, Mo., and his son 
says he has worked in saddle 
shops moat o f his life.

Four men 
questioned

Sweet Grass County offi
cials last week assisted 
Yellowstone County authori
ties in investigating four men 
who allegedly tossed a rifle 
into the Yellowstone River, 
east of Reed Point.

The four were stopped 
Thursday afternoon in town 
and questioned. They later 
were released.
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BT clubs at 
spring meeting

Twelve members of the Big 
Timber Jaycees and five 
Jayceenr attended the spring 
board meeting in Livingston 
last Friday and Saturday.

Special convention speak
ers were Rex House, Waco, 
Tx.; Bill Patrick. Mayflower, 
Ark.; and Robert Evel Kniev- 
el, Butte.

Those attending were John 
Becken, Louie Plaggemeyer, 
Dave Popelka, Phil Schuman, 
Doug Lowry, Tom Schriver, 
Ed Brannin, Randy Schiele, 
Sox UUman, Stan Nevin, 
Martin Hauge, and presidenL 
Dana StrobeL

Jayceens attending, from 
Big Timber included presi
denL Christ Ullman, Cory 
Nevin, Jane Lowry, Carol 
Schriver and Daveen Schu
man.

Bonnarens leads 
QF Argos again

The College o f Great Falls 
Argos, led by Craig Bonna
rens who scored 23 points, 
won a district 12 NALA 
playoff game Monday night in 
Great Falls, defeating Wes
tern Montana, 74-92.

Bonnarens recently scored 
68 points in three other 
games. Feb. 17 in Great Falls, 
the Argos won over Western 
Montana 92-69. Bonnarens 
finished with 14 points and 15 
rebounds in that match.

Feb. 21, he scored 23 points 
and 13 rebounds as the Argos 
beat Rocky Mountain College 
103-70. The next nighL the 
Big Timber player scored 31 
points and had 17 rebounds to 
lead the team to a 104-71 
victory over Carroll College.

George Fox choir 
to sing here
The Cappella Choir of George 
Fox College, Newberg, Ore., 
will present a concert o f 
sacred music in Big Timber on 
March 18.

The event will be held in 
the Sweet Grass High School 
gym, and wiU begin at 8 p.m.

A  music program of trjufô 
tional hymns, contemporary 
works and two movements 
from a work in Hebrew will be 
presented by the group.

The choir, under the direc
tion o f Dr. Jerry Fiesen, 
includes 49 members from 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, 
Colorado, California and Mon
tana.

Among choir members is 
.Kathy Kienitz, daughter o f 
the Rev. and Mrs. Richard 
Kienitz, and a senior at the 
college.

4-H notes
STEADY WORKERS 441 
■y Mary Aaa Pulley .report sc

The fourth meeting o f Che 
Steady Workers 4-H Club was 
called to order by president 
Carol Duffey at the Gust 
home on Feb. 3.

Under items o f old busi
ness, Drea Berquist gave a 
report on the club's trip to Big 
Sky. Members of the dub and 
chaperons spent a weekend at 
Big Sky skiing earlier this 
month.

Under new business, club 
members elected two girls to 
go to the bi-centennial meet
ing which was held Feb. 19.

Mrs. Gust handed out 
record* books. A ll members 
received either a blue or 
purple ribbon for their books.

His hunting’s 
not finished

By BILL PRYOR

Hunting season is over but 
one man in Montana is still 
collecting deer, lie's Ken 
Coop of Harlowton.

Coop, an area game biolo
gist for Region 5 of the Fish 
and Game Department is 
using contents of the stom
achs of deer up In the Big 
Snowy Mountains to answer 
game management questions.

Determining what deer eat 
during different seasons is a 
big piece o f the game 
management puzzle. I f  the 
land supports enough deer 
food during hard times, 
winter for instance, a major 
part of the herd will survive. 
Good nutrition means more 
fawns, healthier fawns, plus 
more twins in the spring.

DURING THE 1950's strips 
of ground called transects 
were marked in known deer 
winter range. Types of plants 
along these transects were 
classified as food for deer. 
Common juniper looked like 
"meat and potatoes" for deer 
in the Snowy Mountains, they 
ate it until it was almost gone.

“ Now, when we check those 
transects we find the juniper 
is coming back,”  says Coop. 
“ The deer don't seem to relish 
it anymore. W e've got to find 
what has taken its place in 
their diet because we check 
those transects annually and 
use the condition of key plants 
to help predict the herd's 
well-being. I f  the food is in 
good shape the herd is 
probably healthy. If the food 
is skimpy and worn down we 
could be carrying too many 
animals in that area.”

THE FISH AND Game 
Commission gave special ap
proval to Coop so he could try 
to find the answers to these 
questions. His one objective is 
to take one deer a week for 
four months and check the 
stomach contents to see 
what's been eaten. “ I need 
two does, a buck, and one 
y  o u n g-o f-t h e-y e a r each 
month,”  says Coop. The 
project started in January 
and will run through April.

South face o f the Snowies is 
Coop's study area. Five miles 
up the face, and twenty miles 
paralleling the range gives 
him one hundred square miles 
from which to choose his 
sixteen deer.

One recent morning Coop 
was joined by Floyd Gordon, 
area game biologist from Big 
Timber, to help with the

LOOKING FOR evidence ef daer wiutor btd  
preferences, Floyd Gordon, [left] B|g Timber, kelps 
Harlowton Hdi and Came biologist Ken Coop during a 
recent outing In the Big Snowy Meuntoias. (Flak and 
Game photo by BUI Pryor]

study. They started at first 
light and checked with a 
rancher before crossing his 
land.

"Without the landowner’s 
cooperation I wouldn’t be able 
to carry this study out," notes 
Coop. He has checked with 
almost all of the landowners in 
the area to explain the project 
and gain access to their land.

By 10 a.m., Coop had his 
fifth deer since January 1, a 
spike buck from the aspen 
breaks where the mule deer 
are wintering. The location is 
30 miles north o f Ryegate on a 
bench o f land . b e t w e e n  
Careless and Swimming Wo
man Creeks.

THE TWO biologists begin 
examining the carcass. Teeth 
in the jaw  are checked for age. 
A  two-by-four, | hoisted be
tween the two "men, with a 
scales attache«^ weighs the 
deer at 118 founds. Coop 
opens the deer Srom tail end 
forward and begins removing 
organs. 15

Kidneys are removed and 
the fa t on them  noted. 
“ Kidney weight l o  kidney fat 
ratio is an indicator o f winter 
health," notes Coop, “ as the 
season wears onHhis reserve 
will disappear.”

Coop's blade opens the 
rumen and Gordon produces a 
quart plastic jar from his coal 
pockeL Cold weather slows 
the probing fingers as the two 
men pack contents from the 
rumen into the jar. Idcnti-

fiablc foods in the mass arc 
sagebrush, grasses, Oregon 
grape and juniper.

“ This is what we’re here 
for," says Coop, “ this mass o f 
gray-green food content will 
be sent lo the Fish and Game 
Bozeman research center to 
find out what the deer has 
been eating."

Reproductive tracts of the 
docs are collected. Past 
histories of pregnancy and 
birth rate can be read from 
the deer ovaries.

"W e ’ re gathering more 
information from each deer 
than just stomach contents," 
explains Coop. "Since they’re 
in hand we might as well get 
each bit of data we can."

Entrails safely stowed in a 
plastic bag and the carcass in 
the back of his pickup, Coop 
drives toward town.

LOCAL GAME warden, 
Gene Tierney, enters the 
picture, tq lje|p. roov.^. deer 
along from this poinL He 
issues a “ free" bill of sale so 
that the deer can be donated 
to the local school system's 
lunch program.

How do hunting and fishing 
license buyers benefit from 
such a study?

" I f  we get predominate 
plant types showing up in 
each o f the sixteen stomachs 
we'll have a good indication of 
what the deer in this area 
ex is t on during w inter,”  
answers Coop. "This will aid 
the department in better herd 
management.”

m

New phone work

Spelling bee
Students from the McLeod 

and Melville schools will 
represent Sweet Grass Coun
ty rural schools in regional 
spelling bee competition in 
April in Livingston.

The annual rural school 
spelling bee was conducted 
Saturday morning at the 
Courthouse.

Winner of the event was 
Wendy Moor, McLeod School. 
Runner-up was Bob Black- 
well, Melville School.

Other participants included 
Wade Moore, McLeod; Tom 
White and Jay Faw, Grey 
Cliff School, and Leo Cremer, 
Melville.

Named leader
Peggy M. Scholten, daugh

ter o f Mr. and Mrs. James 
Scholten has been named 
Sweet Grass County High 
School 1975 Betty Crocker 
Family Leader o f Tomorrow.

Miss Scholten won the 
honor by scoring high in a 
written knowledge and apti
tude test administered to high 
school seniors Dec. 3. She will 
receive a specially designed 
award from General Mills, 
sponsors o f the annual Betty 
Crocker Search for Leader
ship in Family Living and 
becomes eligible for state and 
national honors.

Express yourself— Send us a letter

L I V I N G S T O N  -  
Mountain Bell central office 
crews are at work on a 
$211,400 project to improve 
telephone service in the 
Livingston area, including 
Sweet Grass County.

Equipment added to the 
system at Livingston will ' 
increase the office capacity for 
long distance calling to ac
comodate area growth, ac
cording to L.H. Fuqua, local 
Mountain Bell manager.

Livingston is the switching 
center for Amsterdam, Bel
grade, Big Sky, Three Forks, 
Big Timber, Clyde Park, 
Gallatin Gateway, Gardiner,

Manhattan, Melville, Pray, 
White Sulphur Springs, WB- 
sall and Bowman.

A lm ost200 a d d i t i o n a l  
trunks for various local and 
long distance services are 
being added to the central 
office, as well as additions to 
the switchboard.

Mountain Bell also will add 
a computer to collect data for 
measuring the amount o f 
telephone traffic through the 
Livingston office for improved 
maintenance o f central office 
equipmenL Fuqua said.

Work on the project began 
in January and is scheduled 
for completion this spring.

Mrs. Colburg to speak here
Dolores Colburg, State Su

perintendent o f Public In
struction will speak at the 
annual Public E d u c a t i o n  
N ight 8 p.m. March 24, at the 
Masonic Lodge.

The event is sponsored by 
the Masonic Lodge and

Eastern Star. Lodge members 
have arranged for the speaker 
and the Eastern Star will 
provide refreshments.

The vocal group Sweet 
Sixteens will present the 
entertainmenL The event is 
open to the public.

Hey
Kids
(Under 12)

PAPER
FOR

PENNIES
»i « p t ■ .............. »Vpaper and cardboard

now available of The Pion 

Penny buys all you can grab 

in your hand. While supplies 

last. Great for craft projects.

ATTENTION
The Legislative Session is now 

halfway over. Come to a meeting 
of the S.G.C.P.A. Monday 
March 10, 8 p.m. Frye's. 

Hear a summary of the first 45 
days and what is left to be done. 

Gene Spilde will report from
Helena.

A ll interested people invited.

SPECIAL
vs

Reg. *43.76 
job for

V 6
R*g. ’36.21 

fob for

* 3 4 ”  * 3 0 ”
*2jOO extra for air conditioned cars.

Includes plugs, points, condenser, 

corb. stone, lobor ond free grease job.

Stan Nevin and Dan Am es 
have joined the T  & L Team 

and are ready to serve you in 

your service needs.


