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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
BELIEVE IT OR not. . .  but Easter's only 

a couple of weeks away. And members of the 
Big Timber Lions Club are making plans for 
the annual Easter Egg Hunt, scheduled 
March 30. Story on page 8.

THREE BIG TIMBER churches have 
combined their talent and will present a Palm 
Sunday cantata this week at the Big Timber 
Grade School. Story and picture on page 8.

today's Pioneer. McLeod, Big Timber and 
Melville notes on page 4.

A NUMBER OF area artists will be in 
Great Falls this weekend for activities in 
conjunction with the annual C.M. Russell Art 
Auction. Story on page 8.

MEMBERS OF the Sweet Grass Recrea
tion Association held their annual “ Fun Day" 
this past weekend. Story and pictures on

♦
GS open house 
set next week

Here's why
If anyone's questioned the phrase 'M ontana-B ig  Sky Country', this picture tells the 

reasoning behind the slogan. Frothy clouds hang over the snow covered Boulder Valley

pool boiler discussed

An open house to give the 
public a chance to view the 
new five-room addition to the 
Big Timber Grade School will 
be Tuesday 7-9 p.m.

The $150,900 addition was 
made possible when voters 
passed the bond issue last 
March. Students and faculty 
moved into the new facility 
last January.

Grade school superinten
dent Ed Argenbright said the 
addition would provide for the 
needs of the district "for ten 
years." It houses the new 
kindergarten, and special 
education, speech therapy, 
and music rooms and one 
additional classroom. One 
previously existing classroom 
was converted into the new 
central library.

The kindergarten is built 
especially for little people 
with low furniture. Each of 
the 37 students has a place to 
store his personal belongings. 
Two kindergarten sessions 
are held each day—one in the 
morning and one in the 
afternoon. Students met at 
the First Congregat i o n a 1 
Church Educational Building 
September through Decem
ber while the new addition 
was being completed.

The special education room 
includes cooking and sewing 
equipment to teach the 
“ everyday living skills" says 
Argenbright.

The speech therapy room is 
also used as a conference 
room for faculty and board 
meetings. With the enroll
ment up 21 per cent this year 
over last, from 285 to 345 
students, it may become 
necessary to convert this 
room to a regular classroom 
next year. If the mill levy 
passes Argenbright says he 
hopes to house either a fifth or

New
Swimming at the Big 

Timber pool may be more 
enjoyable early in the morn
ings this summer if council 
members continue to show 
interest in a project discussed 
Monday night

During the group’s regular 
meeting, and in response to a 
question by Maggi Buttrell, 
members discussed installing 
a new boiler at the pool.

City Clerk James McCauley 
was instructed to obtain firm 
price quotations for the boiler 
and installation for the next 
council meeting.

Member Lois Bjornda! said 
she endorsed the plan because 
it would save fuel costs to 
heat the pool, and would make 
it "more comfortable”  for 
early swimmers.

sixth grade class there. 
Presently these stud e n t s 
meet in a combined fifth-sixth 
grade class. Use of this room 
as a classroom would then 
provide two class rooms per 
grade level.

The music room is especial
ly sound proofed so that the 
noise does not disturb other 
classes nearby.

Finally, Mrs. Mildred Wool
ley's fifth grade class meets in 
the new section because the 
former fifth grade classroom 
was converted to the new 
library.

The library, centrally loca
ted, is presently cataloged for 
2,000 books p u r c h s e d  
through the Title-2 federal 
program. Argenbright says 
between 5,000 and 6,000 other 
books are still in classrooms, 
but they eventually will be 
carded and shelved in the 
library.

Sheldon Witwer, Missoula, 
was the architect and Jimco 
Construction Co., Billings, 
was the general contractor.

O t h e r  subcontractors in
clude: Tom Roe, Big Timber, 
excavation; Western Plumb
ing and Heating, Big Timber, 
mechanical; Mannix Elecric, 
Bozeman, electrical; The Col
or Shop, Big Timber, paint
ing; The Floor Shop, Butte, 
flooring, tile and carpets; 
Northern School S u p p l y ,  
Great Falls, teacher storage 
units, chalk and bulletin 
boards; Colbom School Sup
ply, Billings, library shelving 
and furniture; and Gambles, 
Big Timber, equipment in the 
special education room.

Staff members will be 
present to answer questions, 
and Lyle Eggum, State 
Supervisor for Elementary 
Education from the office of 
the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction will be on 
hand.

Mrs. Buttrell said she felt 
the project should be financed 
by revenue sharing funds. "I’d 
like to ask that we not spend 
revenue sharing money on 
machinery. It's time we spent 
money for recreation, nor for 
things that ordinarily should 
be in the budget."

Mayor Clark said he has 
been in favor of purchasing a 
new boiler for the pool, but 
noted an expenditure this 
year should be made only 
after a decision is made on 
rem odeling the fire hall. 
Officials had talked about 
spending revenue sharing 
money for that project.

IN ANSWER to another 
question by Mrs. Buttrell, 
council members approved

new dog license fees, stan
dardizing costs for unaltered 
male and female dogs. Last 
year, the fee schedule in
cluded a lower charge for 
altered male and female dogs, 
but charged different fees for 
male and female unaltered 
animals.

Mrs. Buttrell said she 
questioned the legality of 
charging different fees for the 
"same types of things." She 
suggested a fee of $25 for 
unaltered male and female 
dogs.

After a discussion of the 
merits of the suggestion, 
council members agreed the 
fees should be altered. How
ever, to avoid "reverse 
discrimination”  Clark sug
gested fees not be increased

to the level suggested by Mrs. 
Buttrell.

It was agreed that new 
licenses, which have been 
ordered and will be on sale as 
soon as they are received, will 
be $5 for altered male and 
females and $10 for unaltered 
male and female dogs.

THE DOG discuss i o n 
prompted a number of com
ments, primarily about large 
dogs allowed to run in packs.

McCauley said dogs pre
sented "perhaps the city’s 
biggest problem” and noted 
that efforts should be made to 
enforce licensing procedures.

Discussed but not acted 
upon was a suggestion that 
animals not licensed be picked 
up and kept several days

before being disposed of,
Council members said a 

plan to sell kennel licenses to 
owners of several dogs has 
not worked out in other areas.

IN OTHER business, coun
cil members:

—Noted that the city has 
received $5,146 in invested 
funds since July 1, 1974;

—Authorized payment for a 
new typewriter and adding 
machine for the city trea
surer. Clark said he arranged 
for a trade, when two old 
machines broke down. The 
total cost, including trade-in 
was $440;

—Discussed but took no 
action on a proposal to raise 
salaries for city council 
members, the mayor and the

city police magistrate.
—Voted to remove caution 

lights at the intersections of 
Highway 10 and Highway 191, 
McLeod Street, and Hart 
Street. The decision was 
made after a discussion of 
their merits and problems 
encountered with the 40-year- 
old fixtures;

—Heard an objection from 
Mrs. Buttrell against the 
newly enacted ordiance allow
ing the operation of snowmo
biles in the city. Mrs. Buttrell 
said the change, while familiar 
to local residents, could cause 
problems for visitors not used 
to snow machines on city 
streets;

—Discussed the proposed 
fire hall remodeling program.

Firemen mail 
report letters

The Big Timber Fire Department is again 
conducting its annual drive to raise money for 
equipment and supplies.

In a letter mailed Monday to property owners in the 
county, fire chief Dennis Beer outlined .work of the 
department the past year.

Volunteers, he said, put in a total of 809 man-hours

in actual fire fighting work.
As a result of last year’s fund drive, fleer says the 

department purchased a two-way radio for another 
truck, a chain saw ami an electric hose winder for the 6 
by 6 fire truck and an electric starter-generator for the 
pump motor.

Other money was used to purchase a new foam unit, 
which has been ordered. Beer says it will be used to 
help combat oil fires more efficiently.

"This letter serves as a request for your financial 
support for the coming year," Beer said. “ The Big 
Timber Volunteer Fire Department needs your help in 
order to provide the best protection to you as 
residents of Sweet Grass County."

Higher streamflow seen
Streamflow in the Yellow

stone River drainage area is 
forecast to be above average 
in all tributaries this spring 
and early summer, and 
average later this year, 
according to the Soil Conser
vation Service’s water supply 
outlook report-

issued March 1, the SCS 
notes that the mountain 
snov.pack is generally near

average lor luuai oi me 
Yellowstone River drainage, 
however, the extreme head
waters of the Yellowstone 
have below a v e r a g e  snow- 
pack, while the area on the 
north face of the Absaroka 
and Beartooth Mountains 
have above average snow 
conditions.

The statistical information 
is taken from reports sibcnit- 
•.ed by local SCS crews.

Absentee ballots ready
Absentee ballots for the April 1 City o f Big Timber, 

Big Timber District 1, and Sweet Grass High School 
elections are now available.

Persons who will be out of town that day, or who 
will be unable to vote in person, may apply for ballots.

County Superintendent Edith Harper, who is in 
charge o f the SGHS election and is handling absentee 
ballots for the Big Timber Grade School district, said 
applications for absentee ballots are available at her 
office.

Persons interested in an absentee ballot may 
request application blanks from Mrs. Harper. After 
the forms have been filled out and notarized, ballots 
will be sent.

Persons may cast absentee ballots for the SGHS and 
Big Timber elections in Mrs. Harper's office during 
regular office hour until noon March 31. Mailed 
absentee ballots must be received before the polls 
open election day.

To facilitate absentee procedures, Mrs. Harper has 
mailed letters to voters in elementary school district 9 
(Reed Point) and district 56 (Springdale). Residents in 
those areas are eligible to vote April 1 in the SGHS 
election, because they normally “ do not participate” . 
Mrs. Harper says she has mailed letters informing 
them o f their right to vote.

THIRTEEN persons will be seeking seven seats on 
the SGHS board April 1. A 14th, Fr. Michael Jenkins, 
this week announced he was withdrawing from the 
race for "personal reasons” unknown at the time of his 
filing, and at the request of his bishop.

Nine persons are seeking four seats from 
nominating district 1, one person is seeking a seat 
from district 2, two persons are seeking a seat from 
district 3, and one person is running for a single seat 
from district 4.

Tr. the Big Timber Grade School election, four 
persons are seeking a single seat on the board.

Ballots for both school districts have been printed so 
that the names of all candidates are rotated and 
appear at the top of the ballot-

PERSONS interested in voting in the city election 
April 1 may contact City Clerk James McCauley about 
obtaining an absentee ballot.

SID finances in view
Financing for the Yellowstone Avenue Sewer 

Improvement District project (SID 33) may soon be 
secured, according to Mayor McLean Clark.

During Monday's council meeting, Clark said he had 
received verbal approval from the FHA that they 
would purchase bonds to finance the sewer project. 
Clark said the FHA indicated interest would be five 
per cent-

Council members last week opened bids on the 
project, but no one submitted bids for bonds to finance 
the work.

The project will provide sanitary sewer service for 
persons north of the Burlington Northern railroad 
tracks.

A dubious distinction
As of Tuesday, Sweet Grass County has the dubious 

distinction of being the site of more than one-eighth of 
the Montana 1975 traffic fatalities.

February and March accidents in the county claimed 
four lives, for 13 per cent (or slightly more than 
one-eighth) of the statewide tally of 30 deaths.

In addition, Montana Highway Patrolmen have 
investigated more than 25 accidents since the first of 
the year. Most have been on Highway 10 cast and west 
of town.

Discussion interrupted
An after-council discussion of remodeling the Big 

Timber fire hall was interrupted shortly after 10 p.m. 
Monday—by the fire siren.

Firemen were called to the home of Ethel Davis, 
when the electric stove shorted.

Fire Chief Dennis Beer said damage was limited to 
the stove. There was smoke but no other fire damage.

‘Happy Birthday’ County
Sweet Grass County celebrates its birthday 

Tuesday—but most Courthouse employes were too 
busy to have a party.

The county was organized March I'd, 1895—just 
eighty years ago.

Records indicate the county was carved from parts 
of Meagher, Park and Yellowstone County.

In 1913 a portion of the county was taken away, to 
form Stillwater County.
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