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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
MR. AND MRS. ALBERT Braughton have a 
“special" foster child in their home. Story and 
picture on page 10.

MEANWHILE, local social services officials 
are looking for adult foster care homes for 
senior citizens who do not need 24-hour 
medical attention. Story on page 8.

TWO LOCAL businesses changed hands this 
week. Story and pictures on page 7.

FOUR CHURCHES are combining efforts in 
a city-county witness program this weekend 
and next. Story on page 6.
SC.IJS ATHLETES participate in their first 
track meet of the season. Story and school 
records on page 3.
BECAUSE OF Tuesday’s storm, and the 
absence of mall delivery, today’s Pioneer 
does not include correspondence from the 
Boulder Valley, Reed Point, or Melville.

Tally shows 
no SGHS 
changes

Official results from last 
week’s Sweet Grass County 
High School election changed 
a few tallies and no races, 
accoring to figures from 
Sweet Grass County Superin
tendent of Schools Edith 
Harper.

Figures show that 393 
persons voted for special levy 
authorization for the board 
and 267 voted against it, 
giving the issue a 59.5 per 
cent majority.

In the trustee election, 
candidates and votes received 
included: Jim Esp 545; Walt 
Huffman 84; Helen Pcdula 
510; Tim Pfahler 204; Don 
Powell 376; Ben Raisland 166; 
Jim  Scholten 474: Brad
Snodgrass 109; Oliver Tan- 
quary 175; Tack VanClevc 
482; Helen Clark 364; Judy 
Rue 261; and Marlyn Drange 
464.

New members of the board 
will meet a t J  p.m.. Thursday 
for an organizational meeting. 
New officers will be elected, 
and a clerk will be named.

Write in votes cast last 
week included:

Nominating d i s t r i c t  1. 
Edith Harper, Dana Strobel. 
and Michael Jenkins;

Nominating district 2: Bill 
Sargent, Bill Carroccia, Den 
nis Holman, Tom Anderson. 
C.M. Donald, John Green. 
Lloyd Rein, Shelly Carroccia, 
Helen Cremer, K e n n e t h  
Fjare, Kermit Anderson and 
John Doe;

Nominating district 4: Mrs. 
Bill Fraser, Ruth Drange, 
Barbara Strobel, R o g e r  
Whidden, Mabel Haverson, 
Mrs. Donald Baintcr, David 
Duffey, Kevin Halverson, Bud 
Pile, Jack Halverson, Mary 
Faw, Mrs. Pollard, Earl 
Butler, Bill Carroccia.

Examination days
Area drivers interested in 

renewing licenses or taking 
driver’s license tests will be 
able to do so the first, third 
and fifth Tuesdays of April, 
May and June at the Sweet 
Grass County Courthouse.

Contest set

Share a 
recipe

Like to cook? Enjoy sharing your favorite food with 
others?

Here's your chance to do both...and be eligible for a 
share of more than $100 in prizes.

The Pioneer is again conducting a favorite recipe 
contest in conjunction with a special agriculture 
section to be published in mid May.

Winners will be announced in the section and as 
many of the entries as possible will be printed.

The aim of the contest is to show favorite ways to 
use Sweet Grass County agricultural products. This 
year emphasis will be placed on recipes for one and 
two-servings.

Entries will be divided into two age classifications: 
Adults (men and women) and students (grades seven 
through 121. Each division will include six classes: 
Beef, pork (cured or fresh). Iamb or mutton, poultry, 
dairy or eggs, and grains (wheat, oats, barley).
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READY to go? Here are the simple rules:
1—Entries must be brought to The Pioneer by 5 

p.m. April 21 or postmarked before April 25.
2 Entries must be written legibly in ink or typed 

on one side of one sheet of paper.
3- - Each recipe must include the name of 

participant, full address, phone number, category 
name, division (adult or student), recipe title, yield 
(number of servings), whether recipe is original or a 
favorite i list source).

4- Recipes must contain at least 60 per cent of the 
category's ingredient,

5 -  Each recipe must list ingredients and exact 
measurements in order of use. Give complete 
directions for combining and completing; include pan 
size, time and temperature; include a preferred way to 
serve las on platter, in bowl, etc.), and garnishes, if 
used.

G-In case of exact duplications, the first entry 
received will be used. Acknowledgements will be 
given others,

7- Persons may enter as many categories as they 
wish. The contest is open to all persons, except 
employes of The Pioneer.

PRELIMINARY judging will be hy Pioneer staff 
members to determine if contest requirements have 
been met

Recipes then will he judged by a homemaker who 
has not entered the contest, who will prepare the 
recipe exactly as written. Final placings will be made 
by a panel of judges during a special session to be 
announced later. Results will be tabulated by The 
Pioneer, and decisions will be final.

Participants will agree to publication of their recipe 
as a requirement of entering the contest.

TH IS  IS the device used to pick away at the 
jail wall last week.

New charge 
for Olson

>*

AM m  Minnesota man, who last 
week was charged1 with 
burglary of the Grey Cliff 
Store, faces at least one 
additional charge as the result 
of a jail break early Friday 
morning.

Officials report Brian C. 
Olson, 20, Minneapolis, dug 
his way out of the jail between 
1 and 4:30 a.m. Friday. He 
later reportedly took a pickup 
and left the vehicle in Reed 
Point,'1 where; h r  piefcr&op. a 
car.

He was apprehended Sat
urday afternoon in Terry, and 
as of Tuesday remains there. 
County officials had planned 
to bring him back to Big 
Timber Monday, but delayed 
the trip because of the storm.

Olson and a companion, 
Donna Lee Sannes, 18, Fargo, 
N.D. were charged April 1 
with burglary of the Grey 
Cliff Store. Thursday the two 
appeared in district court, and 
Judge Charles Sande, Bill
ings, appointed O.J. Paulson 
as legal counsel.

About 5:30 a.m.. Deputy 
Svend Mauland returned to 
»vie courthouse to find Olson 
gone, and two others being 
held in the jail, waiting in the 
sheriffs office.

Officials theorize Olson

used a metal section of a toilet 
paper holder to chip away a 
section of wall between the 
jail and an adjoining room. 
The hole, about a foot high 
and 18 inches wide was large 
enough for him to get into the 
room, obtained the cell keys 
and to open the doors.

SHORTLY AFTER 8 a.m., 
Herb Walton reported his 
1969 w h i t e  International 
pickup missing from behind 
Ray's Exxon Station. The 
vehicle was found about 9:30 
a.m. in Reed. Point, near 
where a 1969 Chrysler, owned 
by Z.B. Burton, had been

taken.
Officials say Olson was seen 

in Laurel about 7:30 a.m. at a 
service station. He reportedly 
gave an attendant $3 in cash 
and a watch, promising to 
return “in a few days” to claim 
the watch.

Based on a description of 
the v e h i c l e  broad c a s t  
throughout the state, Olson 
was picked up in Terry 
Saturday afternoon.

LAST WEEK’S escape was 
.Olson's second attempt to get 
.away from local authorities. 
'After he was arrested April 1, 
he was taken to Sweet Grass

Community H ospital f o r  
treatm ent of frostbite. About 
10 a.m. he left the hospital 
through a window. Later he 
was found in the basement of 
the John Jacobs home.

Ms. Sannes was taken to 
Harlowton last week.

Officials theorize that the 
toilet paper holder, from a 
second floor detention room in 
which Ms. Sannes had been 
held, was dropped to the first 
floor through a hole in which a 
steam pipe was located.

The two reportedly broke 
into the store early April 1. 
They' were driving a vehicle 
reported stolen in Butte.

TH E HOLE wasn't very big, 
but it was big enough 

for an escape. (Pioneer photos)
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AMTRAK trainmen help passengers aboard 
the eastbound North Coast Hiawatha 

Tuesday afternoon. (Pioneer photo)

We’d like to forget about it

Oh no:Snow!
We’d ju.‘>t as soon not men 

lion it (and most local readers 
wouldn't mind) . . .

Hut it’s hard In ignore what 
has been called by many as 
“the worst” snowstorm of the 
season.

If predictions come tm e
ant] the storm continues its 
intensity- it could have seri 
ous ramifications t,f. ranchers 
who have been calving anil 
lamhing through some of the 
must rugged w eather in 
years.

The snow s ta rted  late 
Sunday anil hy Monday more 
than six inches were on the 
ground in Big Timber. The 
while stuff continued to come 
down Monday. And then the 
winds came.

Forecasters were predict
ing a “killer" storm, warning 
stockmen to do all possible to 
protect livestock.

School busses made early 
runs Monday afternoon to get 
children home before they 
were stranded in town.

Tuesday nu busses were 
upending, and there were 
indications the saint- situation 
might apply today (Wednes
day). Rural schools were 
closed, but classes al SOUS 
anil I1TGS were conducted.

Drifts and blowing snow 
created treacherous highways 
anil .streets, and a number of 
vehicles were reported off 
into borrow pits.

MAIL SERVICE to Big 
TIihIhv was cut off Tuesday 
when the driver, who has a 
contract to deliver mail, 
ileciiieil to turn around al 
Four Winds Inn anil head 
back to Hillings rather than 
makt • e additional nine-mile 
trip.

Officials say winds and 
snow were not as severe in 
Livingston, anil a numln-r of 
motorists failed to heed 
warnings that travel be 
limited to emergency traffic 
only. By noon many of the 
motel and hotel rr- -ms in town

were filling up.
The 8 a.m. westbound 

Greyhound bus from Billings 
arrived in Big Timlier alioiit 
1 30 p.m.

And the storm was res|M>n 
-able Tor an Amtrak train stop 
in (own- the first in several 
vears.

laical Burlington Northern 
officials worked through Am 
Irak channels to have the 
(rain stop to pick up a woman 
who needed medical al lent ion 
in Billings, hul who could not 
make the trip hy car or 
ambulance. She and her 
husband, and another woman 
who heard alwul ttu un 
scheduled stop, boarded the 
train from a wind-swept plat 
form alHiul 3:15 p.m. Tuesday

BN agent Boh Sliefsaid the 
stop was the first hy a 
passenger train in several 
years. During a similar storm 
two years ago, about 13 
persons boarded the train 
when it stopped here.

First plan board step
City council members Mon

day night took the first step 
toward the creation of a 
city-county planning board, 
discussed the proposed re
modeling of the Big Timber 
fire hall, and canvassed 
results from last week’s city 
election.

The planning agency action, 
urged by member Lois Rjorn- 
dal, who was in Denver 
attending a leadership con
ference. will be sent to the 
Sweet Grass County Commis
sioners for approval.

Under the p: -posal a new 
nine-member i oard would 
have jurlsil-ctlon in the city 
and to a point four and a half 
miles from town. Four mem
bers would be named by the 
council and four would be 
named by commissioners. The 
ninth would be picked by 
planning board members.

The advisory agency would 
be responsible to the council 
for decisions in the city and to 
the commissioners for actions 
outside the city but within the 
four and a half mile limit. The 
existing planning board would 
serve as an advisory group for

all other activities in the 
county.

To become a reality, com
missioners must approve the 
plan.

City Attorney Dick Joseph- 
son plans to prepare papers 
for presentation to commis
sioners for consideration.

MEMBERS discussed at 
length, but took no action on 
the proposed fire hall remod
eling.

Member Stan Todd presen
ted estimates for remodeling 
the existing building, noting 
the cost could range from 
$18,000 to $27.700. depending 
on the amount of work to be 
included.

Mayor McLean Clark, who 
is in favor of remodeling the 
present downtown building, 
said he feels the work would 
increase “by 40 years” the 
projected usefullncss of the 
building.

Earlier, it had been esti
mated that a new 50 by 100 
foot metal structure on a 
concrete slab would cost 
about $32,000, not including 
land.

Clark said he has heard “no 
comments" about the plans, 
although council members 
indicated they had heard 
opposition to reworking the 
present structure.

“Quite a few people don’t 
want us to do it," Oscar 
Stephens said.

Clark said he was happy to 
get the estimate, to give 
council members figures to 
consider when deciding the 
issue.

Additional work on the 
existing building is necessary 
to properly house equipment 
now owned by the city and 
county. If the project were 
undertaken, it was expected 
the  am bulance could be 
housed in the structure.

Clark said he favored the 
downtown location, because 
many of the firemen are able 
to g6t to the station in a short 
time. “One reason why the 
department can answer its 
calls in such a short time," he 
said “is because of the location 
of the fire hall.”

Also discussed was the 
possibility of purchasing an 

Continued on page 4


