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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
IT S  A BUSY time for Big Timber Grade 
School and Sweet Grass County High School 
students. Eighth grade orientation was 
Tuesday, and sophomores, juniors and 
seniors register next week. Story on page 8. 
Musicians at both schools are preparing for 
concerts. Story on page 4. And a creative 
drama workshop was conducted last week. 
Story on page 6.

A  LOCAL CH APTER of l.al.cchc League 
International may be formed in Sweet Grass 
County. Story on page 10.

B ILLINGS SCHOOL official* last week made 
it official—SGHS coach Randy Morrison will 
become head basketball coach at Billings 
Senior High School next fall. Story, picture 
on page 3.

IF  YOU W A N T  to plan activities for next 
school year, you probably should consult the 
school calendar, adopted by the BTGS and 
SGHS boards last week. Story on page 3.

A  YOUTH A R T  show is planned next week, 
in conjunction with the SGHS Thespian play. 
Story on page 6.
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2 to 1, most oppose 
sale of old Veerac

More than two to one. Pioneer readers are against 
the sale of city-owned 1908 model Veerac fire engine to 
finance fire hall renovation or construction.

The unofficial Pioneer poll, included in last week’s 
paper, shows that of the 31 persons who turned in 
ballots as of Monday night, nine said the council should 
consider the sale of the engine, and 22 said they 
opposed the sale.

The unit, said to be the only operating truck o f its 
kind left in the United States, has been estimated to 
be worth $20,000 to $30,000.

A t a city council meeting April 7, council members 
discussed the possibility of selling the unit to help 
finance work on the existing city fire hall or 
construction o f a new building.

SIGNING ballots suggesting consideration of the 
sale of the unit were Mr. and Mrs. Carl Mosness who 
say " I  think a remodeled fire hall to house trucks is 
more important than (an) old fire truck.”

Forrest Ullman. who urged consideration, said the 
unit should be in a museum "where more can enjoy it.”

A similar feeling was voiced by Maggi and Claude 
Buttrell. "The engine is seen by very few people as 
handled by the Jaycees. Its’ sale would accomplish a 
great ‘deal o f good and might easily end up in a 
museum where a larger audience could enjoy its 
uniqueness.” The Buttrell’s ballot wa3 charged to not 
approval of the sale for construction o f a new fire hall, 
not renovation o f the existing structure.

Also suggesting the sale of the engine was Lindley 
Patten, council member, who said “ Money is needed." 
Herb Baylis agreed, saying the sale would “ sure help 
financially."

Signing ballots suggesting the sale, but adding no 
comments were Charles Sloan, Ruth Beck, Ralph and 
Feme Prather, and Ben and Adeline Trucke.

V IR TU ALLY  all of those opposed to the sale, 
indicated they wanted the truck kept in Big Timber 
because of its historical ties. Most indicated support 
for a museum to house the truck and other items.

"Anything that unique could be loaned for a while, 
but not sold.”  say Mr. and Mrs. E.O. Overland.

“ Big Timber memorabilia," notes A lice Hoofnagle. 
" It  is time we preserved our own instead of giving it 
away. $30,000 is not going to reduce our taxes nor go 
very far in reconstruction of the fire hall."

Beverly Buttrell said she was against selling 
because of the "historical" aspect of the engine.

“ Let us keep our items of historical value, they are

irreplaceable," says Mrs. Bill Cremer, McLeod Route.
" I  think it should be kept," says Gertrude Wolfe.
“ I would like to see the old fire truck placed in a 

museum someplace and NOT sold," say Mr. and Mrs. 
Harold Esp.

Montie and Elvina Riter say they "Believe the 
Veerac should be kept in Big timber and put in a 
museum here someday.”

Mrs. Clarence Erickson says she is opposed to the 
sale "Because we should build or fix a museum to 
preserve Big Timber’s history."

Clcla Manley says the truck “ should be preserved as 
a heritage for future generations."

Helen W. Brekkc agrees. "This fire engine is an 
antique that should be kept in this county."

Jcanc Allcr, Mcl^od, says "Wi$e men learn more 
from fool$ than fool! from the wi$e.”

A three-vote ballot, signed by A. Ronald McDonnell, 
Ellen McDonnell and Charles McDonnell, says Big 
Timber "should retain our heritage."

Former city council member Martha Taylor and her 
husband, Ben, are against the sale. "Save (the truck) 
for display in our own museum,” they vote.

A  similar feeling was expressed by Mrs. Edith 
Counter who said the engine "should be kept as part of 
our county history."

George Lamach says the truck’s “ a Pioneer. It may 
be worth more later. We don’t need that much 
remodeling now."

AND DOUG Lowry voices his opinion:
" I think that the city council should under no 

circumstances sell the 1908 Veerac to renovate the 
existing fire hall or any other project. The Veerac 
should be put in a museum where it can be seen by all. 
I f  it were on loan to one around the state, it could then 
be brought back to Big Timber if and when we get a 
museum. A fter all, this is one small bit of heritage that 
is left of Big Timber.

"Also, if it hadn’t been for the Jaycees, the Veerac 
would still be sitting in a junk pile collecting rust."

Others who signed ballots against the sale, but not 
adding other comments included Helen Clark, 
McLeod, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Braley, Mrs. Henry 
McCauley, and Jane Fincher.

OTHER COUPONS, which were returned late 
Tuesday afternoon, and too late to process for this 
issue of The Pioneer, will be published in next week’s 
paper. Residents are urged to bring in their comments 
this week, if they haven’t done so yet.

With the help of Mother Nature, egg hunt he Id ...finally
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Melville
‘cut-over’
Saturday

A $70,400 project, aimed at 
upgrading telephone service 
to the Melville telephone 
exchange area, will be put 
into operation this weekend.

For the 77 Melville cus
tomers, the change will mean 
direct distance dialing cap
abilities, new telephone num
bers, and better service, 
according to Dee Monson, 
manager of Treasure State 
Telephone Co., Big Timber.

The project includes a new 
$31,800 building and $38,600 
in new switching equipment. 
Under the new system, 
Melville customers will be 
able to dial long distance calls 
without operator assistance.

The system is scheduled to 
be "cut over" at midnight 
Saturday. After that time, to 
reach Melville customers new 
phone numbei s will be listed.

Copies of the new Treasure 
State Telephone Co. phone 
books are “ in the mail" 
Monson says and should be in 
the hands of customers by the 
change over. Affected Mel- 
v'I'e customers have been 
notified of the changes in 
numbers.

Sunday’s change will cul
minate more than a year and a 
haifs planning and construc
tion.

With the help of the Big 
Timber Lions Club...and the 
cooperation o f Mother Na
ture, the annual Easter egg 
hunt was held Sunday—two 
weeks after it originally had 
been planned.

Warm temperatures and 
bright sunshine g r e e t e d  
youngsters at four city loca-

Elected
SGHS
board
meets

Trustees 
draw 
for terms

tions. Those who found 
specially wrapped eggs won 
prizes, given by the club. 

Winners included: 
Pre-school: Ronnie DeCock, 

first; Michael Nicholson, sec
ond; Becky Cremer, third: 

First and second grade: Jeff 
Harper and Brian Haines, 
first; Mark Berg, second; Kris

New  members o f the 
Sweet Grass Conty High 
School board of trustees last 
week organized, drew lots for 
terms, elected officials, and 
started their search for two 
new teachers.

Old board members accept
ed a tally of votes from the 
April 1 election, certifying the 
passage of a 13-mil* special 
levy and the election of seven 
members to the board.

A fter routine business, new 
members took their seals to 
consider other items on the 
agenda.

M em bers Helen Pcdula, 
Jim Esp, Jim Scholten, 
Donald Powell, Helen Clark, 
Marlyn Drange and Tack 
VanCleve elected Esp chair
man o f the board and Mrs. 
Pedula as vice-chairman.

Board members, who all 
were elected this month, drew 
for terms. Mrs. Pedula, 
Powell, and Drange will serve 
for three yefrs, Mrs. Clark 
and Scholten will serve for 
two years, and Esp and 
VanCleve will serve on year 
terms. The staggered terms 
will provide for • three-year

Long, third;

Third and fourth grade: Jon 
Joscphson, first; Jamie Alti- 
mus, second; Kathy Graham, 
third;

Fourth and fifth grade: 
Tammy Long, first; Barbara 
Pedula, second; Kevin Jacobs, 
third.

terms for all board members, 
starting next year.

Trustees discussed the hir 
ing of a clerk, and voted to 
retain Edith Harper, former 
board member and county 
superintendent o f schools, 
until the end of the fiscal year, 
June 30. Members also voted 
to ask for an attorney 
general’ s opinion a b o u t  
whether it would be legal for 
Mrs. Harper to continue after 
that date, and whether a 
board member must be 
appointed secretary.

Principal Vance Kambcrg 
and several board members 
suggested because of the role 
of the county superintendent, 
service in both positions 
might represent a "conflict of 
interest."

It was agreed because the 
school year is about over, 
appointing another person 
until July 1 would create 
bookkeeping and other proce
dural problems.

The question o f naming * 
secretary from the board is to • 
be researched, b e c a u s e  
officials Seel the language 
should have been struck from

The van driven by Georfe W incerter

Billings man killed in third 
fatal county crash of year

A  27-year-old Billings man 
killed in a two-vehicle acci
dent Friday night east of 
Big Timber, is the county's 
fifth traffic fatality o f 1975.

Pronounced dead at the 
scene o f the accident was 
George R. Wingerter, driver 
of a 1967 van which was 
headed west on Highway 10, 
about 10:45 p.m.

Injured and admitted to 
Livingston Memorial Hospital

was his brother, a passenger
in the van, James Wittmer, 
25, Billings, and the driver of 
a truck involved in the crash, 
Dennis Jordct, 27, Reed 
Point. Both were released 
Sunday.

Montana Highway Patrol
man Gail Keith says the 
vehicle driven by W ingerter 
and J o rd et’ s 1975 truck 
collided head-on on a smooth

stretch o f pavement. The van 
was reg is tered  to L loyd 
Anderson, Livingston.

Keith says the accident 
remains under investigation.

The crash boosts the 
county’s 1975 fatality toll to 
five. Four other persons died 
in two separate accidents in 
January and February on 
Highway 10 west of Big 
Timber.

The Jordet pick-up.

the revised law, eliminating 
the county superintendent as 
an automatic member of the 
board.

A F T E R  AN  cxcecutive 
session to discuss a personnel 
matter, trustees read a letter 
of resignation from Randy 
Morrison, biology teacher and 
head basketball coach for the 
past two years.

Morrison indicated (see 
other story) that he would 
begin duties this fall as 
teacher and head basketball 
coach at Billings Senior High 
School.

Board members acccptco 
"with regret" Morrison’s res
ignation, a n d  authorized 
Rambcrg to begin seeking 
applicants for the job and 
another L.*ing created this 
year.

Powell suggested ads be 
placed "as soon rs possible" so 
that the most qualified can
didates can be secured for the 
school year.

Because o f the resignation, 
board members must secure 
two persons capable of teach
ing biology, physical educa

tion, and coaching boys’ and 
girls* basketball.

A fter a discussion o f job 
descriptions, it was agreed to 
seek one person as a full-time 
driver’s education instructor, 
and another to teach biology 
and physical education and 
coach. However, board mem
bers agreed to remain flexible 
in considering applications.

As o f last week’s meeting, 
Rambcrg said two persons 
had applied for the coaching 
job, however, he indicated 
none with biology experience 
had submitted an application.

1 a. related discussion, 
truuces agreed to ask that 
tnc grade school board con
sider hiring a new music 
teacher who would provide 
vocal instruction for the high 
school. This past year, Tom 
Mandigo has taught high 
school vocal and instrumental 
music, a n d  instrum ental 
music at the grade school.

Trustees indicated t h e  
vocal-instrumental split would 
enable schools to provide a 
better music instruction.

IN  OTHER business, trus

tees:
—Reviewed, but agreed to 

wait until the 44th Montana 
Legislature adjourns, before 
m aking revisions in the 
school's personnel policy. By 
waiting, trustees said, new 
laws affecting the policies 
could be incorporated.

—Discussed, but agreed to 
retain the school’s present $6 
activity fee for the 1975-76 
school year. Rambcrg noted 
that o f the figure $1 goes to 
the G AA , $1.50 goes for the 
annual, $2.50 for boys' athlet
ics, and $1 goes to band and 
chorus.

—Discussed in executive 
session, and later in an open 
meeting approved salary in
creases for school secretary 
Linda Long, custodians John 
Blumhagen and A1 Mehus, 
and cooks Agnes Refsland and 
Margaret Deegan.

Mrs. Long will receive $475 
a month, Blumhagen $8,000 a 
year, Mehus $2,640 a year, 
Mrs. Refsland $375 a month, 
and Mrs. Deegan $300 a 
month. Trustees agreed to 
continue the clerk’s salary at 
$1,600 a year.

To return 
juvenile to
Michigan

A  Michigan juvenile, who 
told local authorities he was 
an adult from Minneapolis, 
Minn., is scheduled to be 
returned to Taylor, Mich., this 
week to face adult charges of 
armed robbery and escape.

Kevin Lee Nawrocki, 17, 
who told Sweet Grass County 
authorities he was Brian 
Olson, 20, was taken to 
Billings Monday e v e n i n g .  
Nawrocki waived extradition 
Monday in an appearance 
before Judge Jack Shan- 
strom, and was being held in 
Billings because there are no 
local facilities to separate 
adults and juveniles.

For county oficials, Mon
day’s trip to Billings ended a 
two-week chain o f events that 
included two escapes and auto 
theft.

Nawrocki first was arrested 
along the Yellowstone River 
near Grey Cliff March 31, 
after he and a companion. 
Donna Lee Sannes, West 
Fargo, N.D., allegedly broke 
into the Grey C liff Store.

The two were charged with 
felony burglary. Miss Sannes, 
who is being held in Harlow- 
ton, is scheduled to be 
a r r a i g n e d  this afternoon 
(Wednesday).

Nawrocki who was taken to 
S w e e t  Grass Community 
Hospital for treatment of 
frostbite, escaped from his 
room, and later was located in 
the basement o f the John 
Jacobs home.

Three days later, Nawrocki 
allegedly fashioned a digging 
instrument from a toilet paper 
holder, and dug his way 
through a wall separating the 
jail cell area from an adjoining 
room. He then allegedly took 
a pick-up truck owned by 
Herb Walton, leaving the 
vehicle in Reed Point, where 
he reportedly took a car 
owned by Z.B. Burton. The 
vehicle, and Nawrocki were 
located in Terry, where he 
was held until last Thursday, 
when he was brought back to 
Sweet Grass County. Re
portedly, Nawrocki had come 
to Sweet Grass County in a 
pick-up stolen from Butte.

County Attorney Kenneth 
Olson said information about 
Nawrocki's true identity sur
faced over the weekend, after 
officials checked out conflict
ing identification records.

He allegedly had obtained 
statistics showing his name as 
Brian Olson from an employer 
with whom he lived in Rock 
Springs, Wyo.

County Attorney Olson said 
should local officials wish to 
charge Nawrocki for Sweet 
Grass County incidents, juve
nile court informations would 
be filed.

Pioneer Day 
set July 19

Pioneer Day, to be spon
sored by Mountainarts, this 
year will be July 19, near the 
Dugout.

Sheila Burns says the 
format will be similar to last 
year’s event. To avoid dupli
cation, participants should 
register plans with Mountain- • 
arts and pay a $2 registration 
fee to cover advertising and 
outside entertainment.

Participants are responsi
ble for setting up and cleaning 
up their booths.

Persons with questions or 
those wishing to register 
should c a l l  Mountainarts, 
932-3342.


