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GOT SPRING FEVER? If to. Big Timber 
merchants are offering special values on 
spring merchandise. . .  and $75 in prizes. You 
can win one of five $15 prizes. See page 12 . . .  
and then visit the stores and fill out coupons. 
While you're there, look over their spring 
merchandise.

COUNCIL MEMBERS held their semi-an
nual dog discussion Monday night. Although 
no action was taken on that matter, members 
did vote to buy a new boiler to heat water for 
the swimming pool this year. Sory on page 8.

CHANCES ARE you were at the auction 
Saturday at the Pat McComb ranch. If not, 
you were in the minority. Pictures on page 7.

SGHS THESPIANS are working hard 
getting ready for their spring production, to 
be given Friday and Saturday. Pictures and 
story on page 3.

SPRING FANCY is the name of the lower 
elementary music program, scheduled next 
week at Big Timber Grade School. Story on 
page 9.
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Med building plans approved
Final plans and specifica

tions for the new Sweet Grass 
County professional medical 
building are being drawn up, 
and local officials hope to have 
them within the next two 
weeks.

Commissioners and local 
backers of the project met 
April 16 with William Ottern 
of Johnson-Graham and Asso
ciates, Billings, to review the 
revised plans for the estima
ted $100,000 structure.

The plans include revisions 
suggested by Dr. Thomas 
Ivey and Dr. Richard Nichols 
and comments from consult
ing medical firms. The build
ing is to be constructed 
adjacent to the Sweet Grass 
Community Hospital and be 
large enough to house two

dentists and two physicians.
Donald Powell, who has 

been working on the project, 
says the session was planned 
“ to finalize plans" so that 
construction can be started.

Under a tentative time
table, the plans and specifica
tions will be submitted to the 
State Department of Health 
for review. The action is not 
required by law, however, 
Powell says because the 
facility will be adjacent to the 
hospital, officials want the 
facility to meet all specifica
tions and regulations.

“Should there be expansion 
of the hospital in the future, 
we want to make sure what 
we’re building won’t cause 
any problems.”

ONCE STATE officials 
send back plans, bids will be 
sought for the building, 
Powell says. Hopefully, it will 
be possible to begin construc
tion in July, and to occupy the 
structure by early November.

The one-story building, as 
planned, will be directly south 
of the existing hospital wing.

Each suite will include 
space for offices, examina
tions, and minor surgery.

Financing for the project 
will be with revenue sharing 
funds. Once constructed, doc
tors will pay rent.

Powell says although plans 
have been revised somewhat, 
construction costs should be 
within the $100,000 price tag 
established by commissioners 
last year. Should the esti

mates follow recent trends, 
Powell said the project might 
even cost less. He notes that 
recent work in Forsyth and 
Livingston were bid substan
tially under estimates.

THE BUILDING will be 63 
by 57 feet. Its main entrance 
will be from the front (See 
sketch on page 8.) In the 
dental section, there will be 
two offices, four operating 
rooms, a laboratory, clerical 
area, coffee room, rest room 
facilities, and a storage room.

In the doctor's section, 
there will be two offices, four 
examining rooms, an area for 
minor surgery, a storage 
space, rest room, coffee area, 
and clerical space.

Jury rules 
Radi guilty 
of burglary

A 31-year-old Billings man 
was free on bond Tuesday 
afternoon after being convict
ed by a jury of the burglary of 
the Oilman Lumber Company 
Sept. 7, 1974.

A seven woman, five man 
jury returned a guilty verdict 
against Gary Eugene Radi, 
about 3 p.m. Tuesday. At the 
same time, the jury ruled that 
Radi was not guilty of a 
second charge in connection 
with the incident, theft.

Judge W. W. Lessley, 
Bozeman, scheduled a pre- 
sentence hearing for Radi at 3 
p.m. May 5 in district court.

Jurors for the trial were 
selected by noon Monday, and 
the case went to the jury for 
consideration at 11:05 a.m. 
Tuesday. Less than four hours 
later the verdict was deliver
ed.

Iladi, and a companion, 
John Michael Miner, also of 
Billings, were charged with 

V. burglary and theft after the
lucident. About $50 in cash 
and a number of checks were 
taken from the firm's safe. 
The money was not recover
ed, however a week after the 
incident the checks were 
found under a tree at a home 
about two blocks from the 
business.

In February, Miner was 
found guilty of burglary by a 
jury, and was sentenced to 10 
years in prison.

Defense counsel, Conrad 
Fredricks, had filed for a 
change of venue in the case, 
charging that his client could 
not get a fair trial in the 
county because of an article 
which appeared in T h e  
Pioneer Feb. 5.

Foreman of the jury was 
Bill Ferguson. Other mem
bers included Wayne Ander
son, Mary Coughlin, Sheri 
Dawson, DoLynn Duncan, 
Mrs. Harold Faw, Gilmore 
Lake, Tom Larson, Mrs. Judy 
Mosncss, Mrs. Alice O'Con
nell, Mrs. William Sargent, 
and Archie Ellison. Mrs. Walt 
Martinz was alternate.

Council drops 
Veerac sale idea

Big Timber City council members 
Monday night took no official action—but 
from comments expressed, agreed to 
quietly drop consideration of the sale of 
the city's 1908 Veerac fire engine to raise 
money for improving fire hall facilities.

The idea, which was advanced at the 
council's April 7 meeting, has been the 
object of much discussion around town, 
and council members indicated they 
weren't in favor of bucking the tide and 
considering the sale.

Mayor McLean Clark said he did not 
really favor the sale o f the unit—which has 
been estimated to be worth $20,000 to 
$30,000. “ I was just tossing it (the idea) 
out for consideration.”

Member Lindley Patten, who indicated 
he would support the sale, suggested “ We 
announce that the idea’s off."

No action was taken because there was 
no need toe The earlier discussion was not 
an official move on the part o f the council

MEANWHILE, additional comments 
were received by The Pioneer, survey 
forma, clipped from the April 9 issue of the 
paper, indicate a strong desire to maintain 
the engine in the community.

Of 24 replies, only one favored the sale. 
Ernest Nelson suggested the council “ Sell 
the dust collector and use the money, 
updating the old fire hall.”

Persons opposing the sale, and 
commenting on the proposal included:

“ I feel that the 1908 Veerac should not 
be sold for any price by the City of Big 
Timber," says Dean Lowry. "The Veerac 
has been a part o f this city since its 
purchase in 1908. It should be put in a 
museum, preferably in Big Timber, as a 
rememberance of a by-gone era of Big 
Timber. The era is gone and if the Veerac 
is also gone what is left for the people to 
remember."

Mr. and Mrs. A.C. McDonald suggest 
the truck be saved “ as a legacy to those 
pioneer firemen of Big Timber.”

Arnold Berg asked “ Were the Jaycees 
asked about the sale? They did lota of 
work on it."

Victor Christensen says the idea is a 
“ very poor” one.

Jim Sandsnesa opposes the sale, noting 
“ I feel it would be a shame to let 
something like this leave the county. It is 
part of the county's heritage. As far as 
being too expensive for Big Timber 
residents, who is Mr. Patten to judge on 
that? There is no expense to it. It is 
definitely wrong to sell i t ”

Agreeing was Veva Stossel who said “ I 
do not think that the 1908 Veerac should 
be sold. It has been in this community for 
a long time and should remain a part of the 
community."

Charles Fallang suggested the d ty  “ By 
all means keep”  the engine.

W.H. Osborne writes “ The town wants 
people to stop. Okay. With something to 
see they will stop. If the Veerac fire 
engine is one of a few left, keep it and 
build a log museum with it on display. It' 
will bring in more rare itema. Dillon, M l, 
has a nice log museum. I think the one at 
Miles City is built of logs."

Ellen Yost suggests “ If the county ever 
has a museum, it (the engine) would be 
nice for it. It is worth as much to the dty 
as any other plan."

James Long also suggests the truck be 
“ kept for a museum.”

OTHERS favoring the retention of the 
truck, but offering no special comments 
were:

Lanna Hauge, Don Cameron, Eloise 
Osterud, Clarence Petaja, John Krone, 
Norris Langston, Jules Etzold, Elizabeth 
Elgas, Martin Messinger, Leona Jacobs, 
Arne Grosfield, and Pauline Mack.

Mrs. Colburg 
to speak here

State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Dolores 
Colburg will be guest speaker 
for the annual “ Public Educa
tion N ight”  at 8 p.m. 
Thursday at the Masonic Hall.

Mrs. Colburg, a native of 
Big Tim ber, will discuss

education in Montana.
The program, sponsored by 

the Big Timber Masonic 
Lodge, will include enter
tainment by the Sweet Grass 
High School Sweet 16. Re
freshments will be served.

The meeting is open to the 
public.
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Mrs. O'Leary and the piano...
By KATHY TULLEY

Fifty-five years and 900 
students later, the familiar 
sounds of scales and piano 
melodies continue to drift 
from the home o f Gladys 
O'Leary, Big Timber piano 
teacher.

It's hard to believe that 
“ Mrs. O’Lady" (the name 
given to her by -  student who 
couldn’t say O’Leary) is 80 
years old.

The well-known teacher 
began hei career in Columbus 
and Absarokee, before she 
was married to the late Ceryl 
O’ Leary. A fter her first 
daughter was born, she again 
took up teaching and has been 
working wit.*’ students since.

Although she once taught 
30 to 40 students a week, she 
now concentrates on 10 
beginning and intermediate 
pianists. She gears exercises 
and work during the 45-mln-

utc lessons so students can 
play through assignments 
twice each day, during their 
required half-hour practice 
period.

Students can begin taking 
lessons from her as early as 
the second semester of the 
first grade. By then they can 
count “ 1-2-3" and they know 
their A-B-Cs—“ I guess now 
they just have phonics," she 
says.

Concentration is the most 
difficult skill to teach, she 
says. It usually takes 5-10 
minutes fo- a pupil to settle 
down at the i<cginning of each 
lesson. "Then, by the end of 
the 45 minutes, they go home 
really tired."

Although most of her 
students have been children, 
she has worked with adults, 
too. She remembers the Rev. 
Charles E. Tale, Congrega
tional Church pastor, who she 
says “ knew the hymns, bu_l

didn’t know the notes."
"He was such a nice man, 

but his hands were so 
stiff—just like boards. And he 
has so many church duties he 
didn’t have time to practice." 
He finally gave up, she says.

MRS. O’LEARY has given 
yearly recitals, but she admits 
they take their toll: A couple 
of weeks before each one she 
says she’s “ tenser than the 
dickens." Students play all 
pieces (except for duels and 
ensembles) from memory, and 
she proudly boasts they are 
"really good.”

Two special programs stand 
out in Mrs. OTGary's mem
ory—a Christmas recital at 
the Lutheran Church and one 
in 1970.

She recalls the thrill of 
helping present the Hallelujah 
Chorus at the church (she and 
a student played piano, Elinor 
Overland played the organ.

and Mrs. Ronald McDonnell 
directed a 35 voice choir). The 
1970 recital observed her 50th 
year of leaching. The event, 
planned by her daughters, 
Mrs. Victoria Hraalen and 
Mrs. Ted (Anclte) Thompson, 
included a reception. Some 
200 persons, including many 
former students, attended. 
And she received telephone 
calls and lellers"from all over 
the country.”

“ Oh, to have them care for 
you,” she says. “ And you 
know they send me their 
’kiddies.'"

In more than once cast*, she 
has taught children of former 
students. Yet, she notes 
changes. “ There is a different 
atmosphere about students in 
this day than in the olden 
days.” There was a special 
closeness with students years 
ago. “ The pupils and I seem to 
live everything they studied 
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