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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
R E G IS T R A T IO N  S L IP S  o f  five area 
residents were selected Monday as winners 
in the Pioneer-Big Timber Merchants' 
"spring Fling" promotion. Story about 
winners on page 7.

MORE TH A N  100 persons attended last 
week's Girl Scout family potluck dinner. 
Story on page 10.

THERE W AS a wide selection of art on 
display last week at Sweet Grass High

School. Names of ribbon winners in 
children's art contest are on page 3.

the

TH E  BIG TIM BER Grade School board may 
soon have a new member. Member Howard 
Hotchkiss has moved to South Dakota. Story 
on page 7.

PLAN S  HAVE BEEN made for the annual 
rural and Big Timber track meets. Story on 
page 3.

SID work 
is set 
to begin

Construction is scheduled 
to begin this week on the 
Yellowstone Avenue Sewer 
Improvement District.

The work will mark the 
final phase o f the project to 
bring city sanitary sewer 
facilities to residents north of 
the Burlington Northern Rail
road tracks.

Council members last week 
awarded the contract to the 
W . D. Construction C o., 
Bozeman. Th e firm  has 
submitted a bid of (51,671. 
The firm  began moving 
equipment in Monday and 
work was to start this week.

Although no definite time
table for completion was 
estab lished , it  has been 
estimated the work can be 
done within a month.

The council action, taken 
the final day the bids could 
have been accepted, was at a 
tfMwl meeting.

Last week the city also 
received telephone and then 
written confirmation of a 
$47,213.50 E  a v i r o n m e n -  
tal Protection Agency grant 
for the work. Those funds, 
and another (24,000 in bonds 
to be sold to the F H A  will pay 
all costs o f the project.

New landfill hours
Beginning this week, the 

Big Tim ber landfill will be 
open summer hours.

The facility, located just 
east of town, will be open 
from  4:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. In 
addition, it w ill be open from 8 
a.m. to noon Saturdays.

If you’re looking 
for pictures....

Some days it doesn't pay to 
get out o f bed...

And this has been a week of 
those days.

A  num ber o f P ioneer 
readers m ay be looking 
through today's paper for 
pictures taken at meetings 
last week. I f  you're one of 
those persons, you might as 
well stop here. They probably 
aren't here.

A  roll o f film containing 
pictures o f the Jaycee BB Gun 
program , the K n igh ts  o f 
Pythias banquet. Girl Scout 
family nighC and Masonic 
Public Education Night acci
dentally was developed in a 
wrong solution Monday. The 
result: No pictures.

W e ’ re  so rry  about the 
accident and hope readers 
understand the frustration of 
openirig the developing tank 
and finding a completely 
blank roll o f film.

Ordered...
IT'S NOT magic . . .  but it's dose U  it. It's the 

ordering “waud" at the Mg T Soper IGA. Three Mg 
Timber bodaeseee are using' slectroah ordering 
devices to speed merchandise to shelves. Story,

- pictures eu page.16. „ (PfMWfC.PhotoL.

24 will 
sharpen 
BB-gun 
skills

Twenty-four grade school 
age students will continue 
sharpening shooting skills the 
next two weeks, in prepara
tion for the state Jaycee 
BB-gun competition scheduled 
here May 17.

The 24 were selected as 
semi-finalists after s e v e n  
weeks of a BB-gun program 
sponsored by the Big Timber 
Jaycccs.

According to Jerry Demp
ster, Jaycee member who has 
been working on the program, 
the semi-finalists will practice 
site adjustments and learning 
to shoot from different posi
tions.

Later, a grpup of seven will 
be selected to represent Big 
Timber in the tournament. 
Dempster says the group will 
include five team members 
and two alternates.

Semi-finalists were selected 
on the basis of a written test 
and shooting competition. A  
total of 56 youngsters par 
ticipatcd in the course, taught 
by Jaycee members with the

a s s i s t a n c e  o f George 
Domasco.

Semi-finalists include:
Jeff Alexander, Jess Berg, 

Ross Berg, James Burmies- 
ter, Cameron Burns, Lindsay 
Burns, Seth Burns, Jim Clark, 
Laurie Clark, Shawn Fuller, 
Bob Hauck,

Danny Hoffman, Kevin 
Jacobs, Jon Josephson, Mark 
Josephson, David Laubach, 
Lisa Little, Lori Little, Mike 
Little, Tammy Long, Glen 
Mandigo, Mark Stephens, Tim 
Stephens, and Stacy Todd.

D E M P STE R  says more 
than 30 teams and 200 persons 
are expected to be in town for 
the tournament.

This will be the first time 
the match has been held in 
town. Dempster says if the 
weather permits, the compe
tition will be outside.

Describing the local pro 
gram, Dempster said it was a 
big success. He said Jaycees 
hoped to make it an annual 
program.

She just might have it pegged...
Considering the fickle wea

ther we’ve been having, Mrs. 
W.H. Hatfield's come to the 
conclusion that a friend, 
formerly from this area and 
now in California, has things 
pretty well pegged.

Mrs. Hatfield, who called 
Tuesday, said she “ never

quite had enough nerve" to 
retell a story passed to her by 
the friend.

That is "until now."
For those of us wondering 

just what’s happening, the 
story will be of interest:

A  tourist visiting in a 
Montana town, s lop ed  to

talk with a rancher.

“ I understand you have a 
very short summer up here," 
the guest said.

"Yep ," the rancher an
swered. "Last year it was on 
Wednesday."

Board seeks data on new group
Members o f the Sweet 

Grass County Planning Board 
recently discussed, but came 
up with no recommendation 
for county commissioners on a 
proposal to form a city-county 
planning board.

Com m issioners, who re
ceived a request from the Big 
Timber C ity Council asking 
that such a planning board be 
created, turned the matter 
over to the county board, to 
get their ideas.

Irv ing Pollard, chairman of 
the county group, said no
recommendation was made.

because members wanted 
more information about the 
proposal He said he hoped 
that represenatives from the 
city council could attend the 
group's next meeting Mon
day. The meeting is the same 
night as the regular city 
council session.

Council members t h i s  
month endorsed a resolution 
calling for the planning 
agency. Under the plan, 
representatives from the city 
and the county would be 
appointed to a nine-member 
board, which would have 
jurisdiction inside the city and

in the county to a point 4.5 
miles from the city limits.

The council action was the 
outgrowth of a meeting in 
March when Jim Richards of 
the Department of Intergov
ernmental R e l a t i o n s  dis
cussed planning and options 
open to communities.

Richards and persons at the 
m eeting agreed the only 
alternative for the community 
would be the joint city-county 
board, if the agency wanted to 
have any say in the annexa
tion of property into the city.

However, if approved by 
the city nnd count v. th» nlan

would reduce the area of 
responsibility of the existing 
county board. It would have 
jurisdiction over matters in
side the county and outside 
the 4.5 mile radius.

Under the plan, the city- 
county board, an advisory 
group, would report to the 
city council on matters inside 
the city and to the county 
commissioners on matters 
outside the city limits to the 
4.5 mile area. The existing 
board would continue to 
advise the commissioners on 
all other county areas.

State superintendent 
urges involvement
•y LARRY LOWARY

Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Dolores Colburg 
last week urged a Big Timber 
audience to get involved in 
school activities to "create a 
better environment in the 
home and in the school..."

Speaking at the annual 
Masonic Public Education 
Night, Mrs. Colburg said 
schools and citizens must 
work together to provide the 
type of education which will 
meet the needs of today's 
students.

Involvement, she said, can 
lake many forms.

"V olun teering your ser
vices for school programs, 
attending parent-teacher con
ferences, giving encourage
ment by listening to a child 
read, talking with children 
about w^at happened in 
school today, taking students 
on field  trips, observing 
school board meetings, atten
ding PTA  meetings—what
ever your involvement—you 
are helping to create a better 
environment both in the home 
and the school for someone to 
learn.

IN HER presentation, Mrs. 
Colburg noted disturbances 
which “ Montana, fortunately 
has escaped.” However, she 
said "Much of the discord is 
the result o f a general 
awareness and realization on 
the part of citizens—teachers, 
students and parents alike— 
that not all learning occurs in 
the classroom, that education 
is not a monopoly of the 
schools; that education is 
everybody’s business and that 
home plays a vital role in 
education as does the school."

And while parent and 
community participation has 
"always been a part of the 
educational c o n c e p t  and 
American tradition, many 
citizens—both parents and 
teachers—paid little  more 
than lip service to citizen 
participation for many years.”

"Parents send their chil
dren to school feeling that the 
professional educators knew 
best. Teachers and schools 
often remained aloof from the

citizenry, feeling that any 
approach or complaint by a 
citizen was an intrusion."

But th ings have been 
changing, she said. “ W e are 
witnessing a turn around in 
that thinking. Schools have 
become more open. Citizen 
participation  is welcomed, 
indeed, invited by most 
schools and teachers."

“ School administrators now 
realize that parents are a 
great learning resource and 
that the involvem ent of 
parents and citizens in all 
aspects of the educational 
program respresents an en
ormous potential that must be 
tapped. Teachers, too, realize 
that tensions are reduced, not 
increased, when there is 
teacher-parent coopéra t i o n 
and communication."

Mrs. Colburg said that in 
many communities, where 
parent and citizen participa
tion are realities, "many 
school administrators find the 
involvement wholesome and 
constructive, and, at once, 
demanding."

Montana is at the forefront 
of opening up its educational 
processes to accommodate 
community involvement, Mrs. 
Colburg said. "Some of the 
accessibility-may be attri
buted to the new Montana 
constitution and a number of 
state statures...to  provide 
greater public exposure of 
schools and their policies."

She cited sections of the 
constitution which outline the 
right o f citizens to become 
involved in activities, the 
righ t to know (through 
documents a n d  attending 
board meetings).

These two rights, the right 
of participation and the right 
to know, in concert with a 
third constitutional provision 
specifically concerning educa
tion have much relevance to 
all public s c h o o l s  and 
citizens," she said.

The third, establishing the 
state's educational goals and 
duties note that “ it is the goal 
of the people to establish a 
system of education which 
will develop the full educa
tional potential of each per
son. Equality of educational

opportunity is guaranteed to 
each person of the state."

In addition, she cited state 
laws which require all records 
to be open for inspection, that 
citizens have the right to 
inspect and take a copy of all 
public writing, and that 
"public boards, commissions, 
councils and other public 
agencies...cxist to aid in the 
conduct of the people's busi
ness and that the actions and 
deliberations of all public 
agencies shall be conducted 
openly.

“ A common thread runs 
through these statues," she 
said The conduct of public 
business and documentation 
of that business shall be open 
to the public."

THE constitutional and 
statutory provisions, she said 
“ make possible a greater 
degree o f equity, »qual 
opportunity and responsive
ness to the public. This is as it 
should be.”

However, citizen participa
tion is not without its 
problems, espec i a 11 y  for 
school administrators. Yet, 
Mrs. Colburg said obstacles 
cannot be used as an excuse to 
avoid involvement.

"The discontented can and 
do spread their discontent 
Moreover, they are obligated 
to do so in our society if they 
feel deeply about the issues 
and want to see some 
change."

“ While overzealous people 
create problems for educators 
and school boards, thinking 
people will undoubtedly sea
son their aggressiveness with 
responsibility.

"When there is a modest 
understanding of the school's 
problems, there is reasonable 
prospect for those problems 
to be tackled in forthright, 
vigorous ways by parents, 
citizens, trustees, adminis
trators and teachers working 
together in a mutual effort to 
improve the’quality of educa
tion."

IN  WORKING to solve 
school problems, Mrs. Col
burg said citizens and admin
istrators must incorporate the

principles of equity, equal 
opportunity and responsive
ness.

“ They (the principles) mean 
that the old, as well as the 
young, have educational op
portunities; that Montana's 
native Americans and other 
ethnic minorities have a right 
to retain their cultural heri
tage rather than being forced 
to reflect the ways of others; 
that the physically and men
tally handicapped have special 
programs designed to meet 
their special needs; that 
persons may pursue any 
career o f their choosing, 
whether technical or academic 
preparation is required; that 
persons from lower income 
families have as much access 
to a basic quality education as 
do the wealthy."

Yet, the principles mean 
"much more," Mrs. Colburg 
»aid. "They mean that girls aa 
well as boys are nurtured te* 
their full potential devoid of 
stereotyped assump t i o n s 
about their participation in 
society. A bove  all, these 
principles suggest that proper 
standards are maintained in 
all schools—urban and rural— 
so that basic educational 
opportunities are available to 
all."

To meet these goals, Mrs. 
Colburg said schools “ must 
cease to be simply mills, 
transmitting knowledge or 
training in academic schools.

“ The school must also be 
responsible for developing 
such values as the worth of 
the individual self-determin
ation, universal opportunity 
and self-expression.

“ Under t h e s e  circum
stances, it seems reasonable 
to suggest that educational 
conditions need to be pro
vided that permit students to 
experience democra c y— t o 
feel, to value, to criticize, and 
to solve problems in an 
atmosphere o f o p e n e s s, 
trust, collaboration and con
sensus.”

NOTING THE goals appear 
difficult to implement, Mrs. 
Colburg suggested that local 
schools follow the actions of 
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Clean sweep(ers) A T  FIRST GLANCE, it would appear that friends of Dave Refsland 
(center) have joined in to clean things up at Dave’s Mobil. But that’s not the 
case. The men, all Lions Club members, show off brooms they have for sale. 
Although a house to-house canvass was conducted Tuesday night, persons 
who were not contacted may obtain brooms by calling Refsland or Gu* 
•Stroh. Members at the station Tuesday included (from left) Arnold 
Johnson, Forrest Ullman. Olaf Brckke, Refsland, Stroh, Bill Ferguson and 
DnnTotlie. (Pioneer Photo)


