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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
LAST WEEK WAS a busy one for trustees 
of the Big Timber Grade School and Sweet 
Grass High School. School board stories on 
pages 4 and 10.

SUNDAY’S GOING TO be a special day at 
Mountainarts, the Sweet Grass County Art 
and Craft Center. Demonstrations, door 
prizes and other special events are planned. 
Story on page 3.

A FUND TO help pay medical expenses for 
Crystal Olin, who last week underwent major

surgery in Billings, has been set up in Big 
Timber. Story on page 4.

PLAN TO spend several hours looking over 
the "Agriculture 75" section with today’s 
paper. It’s a whopper—40 tabloid pages.

A  SPECIAL SCS Boulder Valley snow 
survey is planned this week to help 
determine what area residents can expect 
as far as flooding. Story on page 3.
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Cover of Agriculture section in today’s paper.

Today’s Pioneer is one of the largest 
papers ever published in Big Timber. 
Included is a 40-page tabloid “Agriculture 
75 ” section, devoted entirely to activities 
of county ranchers.

We think it’s fitting that so much space 
is devoted to the men and women who 
work day-in and day-out at the county’s 
largest industry—agriculture.

Sample copies of this paper are being 
mailed to all persons in the county, and 
extra papers are available at The Pioneer. 
Copies of the “ Agriculture 75” section will 
be distributed next week at the annual 
meeting of the Montana Stockgrowers at 
Big Sky.

Ranching represents a more than $7 
million dollar industry in the county. But 
ranchers and their families play a more 
significant role in the life of the 
community than in simply in terms of 
dollars and cents. Rural residents are 
active in civic, religious, fraternal and 
governmental activities, offering their 
knowledge and expertise to make this 
area an even better place to live.

Although the edition is a big one, we 
recognize we have only touched the “ tip” 
of the iceberg in promoting the goals and 
ideas of our friends and neighbors.

We offer a special salute to these men 
and women, and wish them well in this 
uncertain time.

‘Ag’75’
section

with
today's

paper

SGHS Baccalaureate, 
commencement

Forty-two Sweet Grass High School 
seniors, the class o f 1975, will be honored 
during graduation activities next week.

Baccalaureate will be 8 p.m. Sunday in 
the gym. The Rev. Michael Jenkins, vicar 
of St. Mark's Episcopal Church, will 
present the baccalaureate address and the 
Rev. Gary Watnc, pastor of the Assembly 
of God Church, will deliver the invocation 
and benediction.

The High School Chorus will sing “ The 
Hands of Time” by Bergman and Legrand 
for the processional. "Annie’s Song" by 
John Denver and “ I Believe" by Hawley 
Ades for the recessional.

Commencement exercises will be 8 p.m. 
Tuesday beginning with the traditional 
“ Pomp and Circumstance" played by the 
High School Band.

The invocation will be delivered by the 
Rev. Oliver Tanquary of the Congrega
tional Church followed by the High School 
Band's presentation of “ Bacharach and 
David M edley" arranged by John 
Cacavas.

Principal Vance Ramberg will introduce

John Morrison who will deliver the 
commencement address.

Following the address the class of 1975 
will be presented by Ramberg and 
members will receive their diplomas from 
Jim Esp, chairman o f the high school 
board.

After the benediction, delivered by Mr. 
Tanquary, the band will play "Reces
sional" by Rousseau.

Ushers for Baccalaureate and Com
mencement are courtesy of the Margaret 
Deegan Chapter of the National Honor 
Society.

Senior class officers are president, 
Terry Blair, vice-president, Marcia Berg, 
secretary-treasurer, Donna Laubach; and 
Student Council representative, Christine 
Eigen.

Ice blue and silver are the class colors, 
the baby red rose is the class flower, and 
the class motto is “ W e are free to go 
where we wish and to be what we are."

Rural graduation set 
for next Wednesday

Graduation exercises for the rural 
schools will be 8 p.m., May 21, in the high

school gymnasium.
Officers of the ten-member class include 

Wade Bryce Moor, president; Wendy Bea 
Moor, vice-president; and Daniel Lee 
Myrstol, secretary-treasurer. Other grad
uating students are Georgina L. Drange, 
Jay L. Faw, James Aaron Granger, Janice 
Fay Haaland, Matthew Michael Kennedy, 
Dale Cameron Lee, and Betty Ann Weller.

Ken Willson will lead the processional 
and recessional and the invocation and 
benediction will be delivered by the Rev. 
Oliver Tanquary. The class and audience 
will be led by Daniel Myrstol in the pledge 
to the flag and in singing "America," the 
class song, by Doris Mauland.

Wade Moor will present the key to the 
seventh grade class president, Cathy 
Brownlee who will accept the key on 
behalf of her class.

The class will and prophecy' will be 
presented by Dale Lee and Betty Weller 
respectively.

Jesse H. McGuire will give the 
graduation address, and after the class is 
presented by Edith Haiper, county 
superintendent of schools, class members 
will receive their diplomas.

The class flower is the white carnation; 
the colors, lavendar and white, and the 
class motto, "Onward and Upward."

Snodgrass Rain swells many creeks
honored 
by SBA

Jim Snodgrass, president of 
Frye’s Inc.. last week was 
cited as Montana’s "Busi
nessman of the Year" by the 
Small Business Administra
tion.

Snodgrass, who purchased 
the restaurant in 1968, has 
built the business into the 
largest retail establishment in 
the city. Frye’s Inc., now 
owns F rye ’s Cafe, C.M. 
Russell Lodge, and the Fire
side Lounge.

The award was presented 
in Whitefish Friday during 
the annual Montana Chamber 
of Commerce meeting.

Snodgrass says he is "very 
pleased" to receive the award, 
but notes he does not deserve 
all the credit.

“ It was not just me that 
made it possible. W e’ ve 
gotten good help and cooper
ation from the SBA. my 
family, people who’ve worked 
for us. and the whole town of 
Big Timber.

“ They had to pick one 
person and that was me. But 
really it’s an award for the 
community."

Snodgrass, 46, heads up the 
corporation which employes 
70 full and part time persons 
during the year, and up to 100 
each summer. Last year more 
than 140 persons were em 
ployed at one time or another.

The Big Timber business
man moved to the community 
in 1966. lie also is chairman of 
the board and director of the 
1st Slate Bank.

Water woes again
Rain swollen streams, fed 

by as much as two to three 
inches of new rain Sunday 
night, sent a number of creeks 
into a rampage early Monday, 
causing extensive damage to 
bridges and roads in the 
county.

Ray Esp. chairman of the 
Sweet Grass County Commis
sioners, said Tuesday that he 
knew at least 11 brid
ges—some county and some 
private— were “ out", adding 
that there arc still others 
which "probably" have been 
damaged. Rain also caused 
problems on county roads.

And there's a fear that the 
worst is yet to come.

Late Sunday’s heavy rain 
caused extensive low land 
flooding on Bridger Creek, 
Upper Deer Creek and Ixiwer 
Deer Creek. The rain, report
ed in some places ns much as 
three inches, brought down

snow covers in the area, 
adding to the moisture con
tent.

THE EXACT extent of 
damage to the county facil
ities had not been tallied, Esp 
said Tuesday. But from all in
dications the damage will be 
the highest since 1967, when 
the Deer Creeks took out 
Highway 10 bridges east of 
town.

"All we can do is wait for 
the water (to go down) and 
then see what we can do," he 
said.

The chairman said he ex
pected most of the damage 
was to approaches. “ Most of 
the bridges are still intact."

The water problems will 
create additional woes for the 
county's already limited road 
and bridge funds. Esp said if 
all the work can be done by 
county crews, there should be

no financial problems.
But he's not sure “ addi

tional" help will not be needed 
to repair the damages.

"It will hurt the budget if 
we have to hire a crew. If 
there are additional expenses, 
we'll have to make arrange
ments for additional money," 
he said, noting the possibility 
of an "emergency budget or 
special funds."

ESP SAID his biggest con
cern is the possibility of con
tinued high water as high 
mountain snow covers melt. 
“There is a serious potential 
in a number of places," he 
said.

After a tour with road com
missioner Henry Eigen Mon
day, Esp said the county lost 
one .bridge on Upper Deer 
Creek near the M a r l y n  
Drange ranch. On Lower 
Deer Creek, three of the four

private bridges washed out as 
of Monday. On Bridger Creek, 
three county bridges were 
"gone" and in Dead Man's 
Canyon, one or two bridges 
were out, and at the bottom of 
Stevens Hill, Esp said another 
was damaged.

WATER COVERED much 
of the KOA Kampground at 
Grey Cliff Monday, and the 
parking lot at Four Winds Inn 
appeared to be a minature 
lake.

Mrs. Doug Mothershead, on 
bridger Creek, said the road 
and bridge above Glen Mo- 
thershead's ranch was out. 
Because of high water, REA 
crews were unable to reach 
the ranch, but Doug Mothers
head was able to cross the 
creek at one point with a 
horse to bring crews through
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...and it's a time to celebrate
This is Norwegian Cultural Heritage Week in 

Montana.
And to celebrate the event, and Norwegian 

Constitution Day May 17, members of the Sons of 
Norway are planning a Syltende Mai Smorgasbord 
and dance Saturday at the Moose Hall.

The public is invited to the evening of food and fun, 
which begins at 7 p.m. Tickets are $3.50 for adults and 
$2 for children under 12.

This year marks the 150th anniversary of 
Norwegian immigration to the United States.

July 4, 1825. a sloop called “ Restauration" left

hlavaugLi- anil arrived hi New York Oct. 9, with lit! 
immigrants whose descendants have become known as 
the "Slooper Society."

During the next 100 years some 800,090 Norwegians 
sailed directly to the U.S. Others came by way of 
Canada.

Today, the Norwegian element includes more than 
three million people.

A number of celebrations for this scsquiccntennial 
year are planned across the United States. The King 
of Norway, King Olav, and other cultural and 
intellectual leaders will be in the U.S. for a number of 
celebrations.
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LOWER DEER CREEK normally runs behind this 
barn at the Jack Halveraaa ranch . . .  hut net Monday. 
Water covered a wide area as k gushed dawn from the

Deer Creeks. A similar sknation developed a few 
miles west an the Upper Deer Oeok, hooding 
property owned by Earl Rutler. [Pioneer Photo J


