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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
44 BIG TIMBER students will receive 
diplomas during commencement exercises Thursday night at the grade school. Story on page 3. Two Reed Point High School seniors will be graduated Thursday, also. Story on page 10.
SWEET GRASS High School Herders again won the divisional track meet. Story on page 6.
THE CLOUDS were threatening, but the grade school track meet—postponed from a

week earlier because of rain—was conducted last week. Story on page 6.
IT WAS A full evening for the Sons of Norway recently as members and friends gathered for a Syttende Mai Smorgasbord and dance. Story on page 3.

BEGINNING THIS week, The Pioneer will resume publication of a weekly column of items from the Pioneer Home. Prepared by Mrs. Clete Huff, the feature is on page 4.

State, federal proposals to be discussed

.

Water meeting Friday
Sweet Grass County ran chers and water users are being urged to attend a 

"public information" meeting Friday to discuss regulations 
which wuld have an important 
impact on the communityThe session, sponsored by the Sweet Grass Conservation District, will include a discus 
sion about the recently enacted Senate Bill 310- the natural streambed and land preservation act—and a set of proposed Army Corps of Engineers reguallions con 
cermng the use of water.The new state law. which 
goes into effect July 1, will be administered by the conser vation district and Friday's session, to begin at 8 p.m. at the American Legion Hall, will be to outline proposed guidelines a n d  minimum 
standards.Comments on the proposals are being sought by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conser 
vation by June 16. Comments on the Corps of Engineers regulations, which could ex tend its jurisdiction over all 
types of U.S waters, are

being accepted until June 6.
FRANKLIN G r o s  f i e l d ,  

chairman of Sweet Grass County Conservation District Board of Supervisors, said several "qualified" persons will be on hand to answer questions.Invited to attend a n d  speak will be representatives from the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, Montana 
Fish and Game Department, Trout Unlimited. Montana Association of Conservation 
Districts, Sweet Grass Pres
ervation Association, and the Corps of Engineers.

Under the provisions of the new state law, the board of Natural Resources and Conservation is required to adopt rules setting minimum standards and guidelines for the 
streambed act.I n reviewing projects, districts a re  empowered to consider the purpose of the work, the necessity of a project, whether the project 
is a "reasonable" means of accomplishing the goal, and 
if modifications or alternative

solutions arc possible.
The suggestions noted that no projects will be approved 

unless "reasonable efforts will 
be made consistent with minimizing altera tions, in suring the project will be a perm anent solution to a problem, insuring that the project will pass anticipated 
water flows and sediment loads, minimizing effects on 
fish and acquatic habitat, minimize turbidity or other 
pollution, minimize effects of the beauty of an area, and insure the project will comply with rules and regulations.

Projects to be covered by the act are channel changes, new diversions, riprap and other stream bank protection projects, jetties, new dams and reservoirs and commercial, industrial and residential development.
Excluded from the act are cleaning, maintaining or repairing diversion facilities, canals, ditches or laterals or 

the removal of obstructions, and removal of debris from a stream channel.

OF PERHAPS the most 
severe impact are the four Corps of Engineers' regula lions. F e d e r a l  authority would be extended to include practically all lakes, streams, rivers and wetlands in the 
United States.Under some of the proposed regulations, federal permits 
may be required by the rancher who wants to enlarge his stock pond, or the farmer who wants to deepen an 
irrigation ditch or plow a field, or the m ountaineer who wants to protect his land 
against stream erosion.The U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia has ordered that the current U.S. Army Engineers' regulations which control the disposal of dredged and fill material in "navigable waters" be revised 

■ ' and expanded to include the “waters of the United States."The Corps previously confined its permit activities to "navigable waters,"—t h o s e which are presently navigable, have been historically 
navigable or which could be reasonably developed to be 
navigable.

Recently, the Corps placed 
the navigable classification on the Yellowstone River from Emigrant to east of Billings.The four alternatives include:

1— the broadest of all and favored by the Environmental P ro tection  Agency, would extend federal authority over the disposal of dredged or fill material and extend to virtually every coastal and 
inland artificial or natural 
body of water. Under this plan the Corps would be required to regulate disposal of all material.

2— Sim ilar but a more lim ited definition of the "waters of the U.S.".3— Adopts the broad definition but applies procedures for disposal of dredged or fill material only in navigable Waters.
4— Favored by the Department of the Army, adopts the limited definition of alternative 2 and the initial state certification and authorization requirements of alternative 3 prior to processing any 

application for the disposal of dredged or fill materials.

NEIGHBORS helped direct traffic after Saturday’s accident as one of the two vehicles in the accident were towed away, (hie of the metal bars, which may have contributed to the cause of the fatal accident, lies in the borrow pit. |Pioneer Photo]
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Memorial
Day

V E T E R A N  Art
hur E. Ormsby, who 
lives in the Deer Creeks 
area, stands at attention during the playing 
of the National Anthem 
during Monday’s Mem
orial Day program at 
the American Legion 
H all. Memorial Day 
speech on page 4.(Pioneer Photo 1

Three extradited to Oregon
Three persons arrested in connection with a burglary at Dave’s Mobil Station May 19 were extradited to Oregon Thursday, where they are wanted on other charges.
The three, Dennis Arnold Ilartse. 33. Anthony Edward Carson. 32. and Theresa Minnehan. 19. were flown from Billings with two Oregon Slate Policemen who questioned them Wednesday and

In a waiver of extradition 
filed in district court, Carson was wanted in Oregon on felony manslaughter charges. Ms. Minnehan was wanted there for theft 2 and failure to appear for trial. Both had been held in the Sweet Grass 
County jail.Hartse, who. earlier was transferred to Billings, was wanted by the Federal Bureau of Investigation for unlawful flivht to avoid

prosecution.
Oregon officials had been looking for the three for several months. Allegedly they were among a group involved in a murder in St. Helens, Oregon.
Local officials d r o p p e d  chages of carrying ficticious driver’s license, filed against Ms. Minnehan and Carson, so they could be taken back to 
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Mayor notes

‘Potential
disaster’

Mayor McLean Clark last week described a "potential disaster" that could create 
havoc with the Big Timber w ater system , and said residents should be prepared 
for possible water rationing.

At the council meeting, Clark said officials have taken precautions to protect the water system because of high water, but he noted that 
should the level rise to a foot more than last year, the “head end" of the system would be 
flooded.

“There is a true potential disaster laying up the Boulder River,” Clark said of the heavy snow which has not 
started to melt.

"We’ve surveyed up to the 
head end of the water works and done everything we can to protect it. However, if the 
water comes up a foot higher than last year, we could have to shut down the water from 
the head end.”

The city now is primarily 
served by water from the intake, located about six miles 
from town along the river. Should the system be inundated, the city would have to be supplied with water from another source—pumps at the south end of McLeod. Flooding would knock out the city’s equipment that puts chlorine and ammonia in the water.Should high water knock out the main source of water, Clark said "stringent" water use regulations would have to be set up. Although the pumps are capable of providing enough water for most city needs, irrigation would have to be limited, Clark said.If the water should flood th*» head end. Clark said He

expected no permanent dam
age. However, the system could not be used until water went down, and the building was able to be made opera
tional again.

Should rationing become necessary, Clark said the head 
end would only be turned on in case of a bad fire. If that happened, residents would have to boil their water for several days until the lines were cleaned out.

DURING A discussion of the situation, Clark said he was not trying to "spread 
panic," but indicated residents should know the situation.

He and council members agreed that if the rationing becomes necessary, an emergency ordinance enforcing city irrigation regulations might be necessary.
"We would need some way to allow the police to ticket people who don’t follow the guidelines,” he said.
Crews recently completed a rip-rap project to protect the 

islands on which the system’s infiltration galleries are located. Clark said the work should prevent further ero
sion. “But when you have flooding, you never can predict everything.”

In a related matter, the council approved the expenditure of $800 for a new valve to control the amount of ammonia introduced into the system. The old unit, which has been used for about 40 years, has created problems, including introduction of an excessive amount of ammonia in December.

Dayton man sixth to 
die on county roads

A Dayton man was killed in a two-car accident about 7 p.m. Saturday, raising the county’s 1975 traffic fatality 
toll to six.Pronouccd dead at the 
scene of the accident by Coroner Doug Lowry was 64-year-old Lloyd A. Stimatz, Dayton. Injured in the acci
dent were Mr. and Mrs. Charles Terlep. Box 67, Edison, Calif.

The fatality, the first Montana highway death of the Memorial Day weekend, hap
pened about seven miles east of town, at the same spot where a Billings man was killed in a two-vehicle acci 
dent in April.Montana Highway Patrol
man Richard Henthorn says the 1963 Corvair driven east 
on Highway 10 by Stimatz 
went into a skid and traveled sideways into a west-bound c*r being driven by Mrs.

Terlep. The impact of the 
collision injured the Terleps, who were taken to Livingston Memorial Hospital., Mrs. Terlep, 47. sustained a broken right arm, and her husband, 54, suffered a 
cracked knee cap.Witnesses said a car in front of Stimatz, also headed cast, had hit a metal bar which was on the highway. 
Henthorn said Stimatz cither swerved to avoid striking the bar. or to avoid striking the vehicle in front of him which had slowed down after hitting the piece of metal.As many as four of the metal pieces were on the highway between the accident scene and Big Timber Satur
day night. Witnesses said the pieces fell off a lumber truck headed west.

Henthorn said both vehicles were totaled in the accident.Sonny Todd, whose ranch

entrance is about 1,000 feet from the scene of the accident, noted debris from the April accident was less then 10 feet from the scene of Saturday's crash.
THE INCIDENT was the fourth fatal accident since the first of the year. Two persons were killed in an accident on Highway 10 west of town in 

January, and another two died a month later west of town on the same road.
Last year one person died on highways in the county.
Monday afternoon authorities released the name of the driver, in hopes of locating his next of kin. Mrs. Farrell Harper, Butte, contacted officials early Tuesday morning to identify herself as Mr. Stimatz’s sister. Plans were being made Tuesday for services in Butte.

A DA xTON MAN, driving the car on the left, was killed Saturday and t*ro CrJifornia persons were injured about seven mile; eax* of Big Timber on Highwav 10. I Pioneer I’hoti. I
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