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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
SEVEN SWEET Grass High School students placed in last week’s Class B state track meet in Missoula. Story on page 6.
IF YOU ARE approached about a new roof. 
Sweet Grass County law enforcement officials suggest you make sure you’re getting what you want. Story on page 3.
WARMER WEATHER is here, and the Big 
Timber recreation program is about to begin. STory and program outline on page 8.
ABOUT A dozen persons showed up for a

hearing Tuesday on the closing of a county highway just outside Big Timber. Story on page 4.
A RARE Osprey (fish hawk) died last week 
as the result of carelessness of a hunter Story, picture on page 10.
SW EET GRASS High School faculty members, administrators and board members last week honored Miss Gertrude 
Conwell, who'has retired her position at the 
school. Story on page 8.

♦

Proposed water regulations reviewed
By BARBARA SCHILLING

A bill which promises an entire new workload for the 
Sweet Grass County Conservation District was reviewed before a group of two hundred people Friday evening in the American Legion Hall.Ranchers and other water 
users listened to a panel discussion concerning the recently enacted Montana Senate Bill 310, the natural streambed and land preservation act. The bill will 
become law July 1 following a public hearing June 16 in Helena.

Panel m e m b e r s  were Franklin Grosfield, Big Tim
ber representing the Montana Association of Conservation Distncts, Norm Starr, Big Timber. Sweet Grass County p r e s e r v a t i o n  Association; Don Bianchi, Helena, 
Dept, of Fish and Game; Stephen Peterson, Department of Natural Resources; and Jim Handley, Bozeman, Trout Unlimited, a sportsmen's organization. Panel moderator was John Green, Melville, District chairman.According to Starr, following the June 16 hearing, the 
Dept, of Natural Resources and Conservation will adopt the minimum standards to be used as guidelines for the bill.Starr, and Conrad Fred
ricks, a Sweet Grass County attorney retained to represent the ranchers’ protective 
group, met with the board and representatives of other state

agencies early in May. They were, along with Grosfield, the only persons connected 
with agriculture invited to discuss the guidelines in a bill which directly involves all water users and places the burden of implementation 
directly on ranchers and their elected representatives in the 
conservation districts.Explained by Starr, the guidelines tentatively  set forth defines project areas as being the area between the mean high water mark on both sides of a stream, as well as such land and property immediately adjacent to this 
mean high water mark as determined by the supervi
sors.Basically, Starr s t a t e d ,  
“this bill is the same kind of bill we've been discussing and fighting for about fifteen years, and I suppose we all 
feel th a t some so rt of streambank preservation is 
good."“I personally don't think 
that if the  Conservation District people hadn't gotten behind this bill this session and said ‘Okay, let’s make it work,’ that it would have gone through, and even considering the liberal legislature we had, the bill barely got through. I 
believe the final vote was 21-19. I think this indicates 
something in our favor, that this bill will be closely 
watched."Starr continued; “It has finally gotten down to how the

bill will be workable, and it will be workable provided," he strongly emphasized, "we can keep l o c a l  c o n t r o l  (through the Conservation District) and provided the 
hearing June 16 doesn’t change all the guidelines earlier decided on."

He said the May meeting had been very well run, but the biggest problem would be watching to see that any one 
person didn’t change any specific clause or word to suit himself. "This is the main reason we encourage every rancher in this room to attend that June 16 meeting, or else write a letter. We have been promised every letter will be 
entered into testimony."S tarr followed the bill summary handed out by the Conservation District, indicating which provisions were 
under discussion, and telling the group what had been eliminated.

Any work which is to be done involving streambanks and adjacent land has to be approved, and no aproval will be given unless “reasonable efforts are made to minimize alterations, and insure proper flow of water and sediment."
BIANCHI, Fish and Game, spoke of landowner-sportsman relations which he said 

have been improving in the past ten years and hoped they would continue moving in the 
same direction.Peterson, Dept, of Natural

Resources, skipped through the summary of the bill, stating it was still subject to 
change.He said in all projects, w a t e r  quality standards 
must be met, maintained, or 
minimized: you must do as much as you can to minimize 
all bad effects.”Following the July 1 date, all local Conservation Districts must adopt the bill, and use what is necessary for their respective areas, Peter 
son said.Grosfield, speaking f o r  
Montana Association of Conservation Districts, said that MACD testified as propo nents of the bill because, feeling it is basically a land use bill, they wanted to try to keep it in the hands of locally elected officials. He said that before the conclusion of the 1975 legislative session over 1,000 land laws were on the 
books or being added.“Land is considered to be a 
basic resource," he said, "and governm ent is going to impose controls." By acting early enough, he said MACD hopes to keep these controls 
on a local level.

JIM HANDLEY, the Trout 
Unlimited R e p r e s e n t s  tive, said his group, although larger than Montana in membership, got involved to 
"help Montanans get a chance 
to control their water."He said, “Regulations aren’t 
as important as sportsmen

and agriculture working together. Cooperation is sometimes a hardnosed thing. Selfpolicing between the two groups is important."
He suggested sportsmen reporting unauthorized agricultural uses of streambanks, and ranchers turning in 

sportsmen who abuse natural resources.
Handley pledged the full support of Trout Unlimited, saying "they will continue to 

work to make the law work so 
we can all enjoy the rivers."

JOHN Stene, Big Timber rancher, asked for a clarification of the term “project," since there arc exclusions in the summary. He said in the 
summer when irrigation is in full swing, he, as well as many other ranchers in the county, has to construct a little diversion using rocks within the streambed. Peterson stated 
this would be a project which would have to be reviewed by the local board of supervisors. 
Starr stated he hadn't gotten that impression in the Helena meeting. Peterson firmly restated it would be a project.Teddy Thompson, Big Tim
ber rancher, wondered how the local board would be 
available on call in late July and early August to review such “projects" for over 300 water users in the county.Bianchi agreed it would be a 
project requiring a permit. Pctei'son was not convinced that no "boulders from out

side the river" would be used.
Spike Van Cleve, Melville rancher, expressed his concern with Handley’s statement about ranchers and 

sportsmen turning each other in. He stated Hitler and Stalin had the same idea going for 
them, "Landowners have better things to do than patrol the streams," he said, "and 
you made no mention of sportsmen r e p o r t i n g  on sportsmen."

JOHN Yost, Melville rancher, wondered where the 
local soil conservation district was going to come up with the money to implement this bill, 
and John  Green agreed saying, "Right now those of us on the board receive mileage 
for what we do, but if we’re going to have to leave our 
ranch work to run all over the county, maybe we should be paid more than that."Chuck Rein, Melville rancher, asked who would be paying for rip rap on the river. Bianchi said, "If the Fish and Game asks you to do something special or different, I assume we would be picking up the tab."Bob Leinard, SCS conservationist, stated the 1975 ACP program administered through the ASCS office will 
go for 50 per cent cost sharing.

Fredricks said any decisions can be arbitrated, and complaints can be filed by a rancher, the Fish and Game,

or the Soil Conservation 
Service if any of the three disagree with the local board. 
The district judge would then appoint a panel. If the final 
decision differed in any way, 
the judge would assign costs to the proper party.

T H E  DISCUSSION of people removing river gravel 
for use was brought up, and Starr said the clause prohibiting that had been removed.Vic Tronrud, Melville rancher, said, "For three genera 
tions on our ranch we’ve let fishermen use our property, and cleaned up after them, but if we get pushed far enough, and can't operate our own place as we see fit, we’ll close the place to sportsmen. By the time we pay taxes to pay for extra mileage for the three supervisors, it would be 
cheaper to purchase Redi-Mix concrete than to make our own (using gravel from the creeks)." (Applause.)Peterson said in his opinion gravel removal was a channel change and thereby fell under the act, and maybe districts would have to determine this for themselves. He also stated that any landowner closing his property to sportsmen in order to carry out unauthorized projects could be classed and fined as a “ public nuisance.”Starr stated gravel bars had been removed from the earlier guidelines and as far as 
he was concerned, if a bar was

out of the water and he used some without disturbing the 
stream, he didn't feel it would be a project.Peterson: "Unless your supervisors say otherwise.”Starr. ‘Tm not afraid of you guys because you're here. Tm afraid of the people who will 
be pressuring you. We argued a long time to get this workable. Let’s not tamper with what we do have."

THE PUBLIC hearing will be June 16, 1:30 p.m. in the 
highway department auditor ium. Letters should be sent before that date to Ted Doney, 32 S. Ewing, Helena, ML 59601.

The other topic touched upon the proposal filed by the Army Corps of Engineers 
which will in essence “control everything that's weL” This Federal proposal was stated by Grosfield in lieu of any representative of the Corps 
being at the meeting. Grosfield said because of an action by a Washington D.C. environmental group, the Corps is being asked to broaden their scope from control of “navi
gable waters to everything weL"Comments or suggestions 
must be received in writing on or before J  une 6 in order to be 
considered. Address letters to Office of the Chief of Engineers, Dept, of the A r m y .  A T T N :  DAEN- CWO-N, Washington, D.C. 20314
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Seminar
planned
Thursday

Study commissions 
to sponsor event

Persons interested in city and county 
government will have an opportunity to voice their opinions at a public forum on local government, at 7:30 p.m., Thursday at the 
high school hot lunch room.Sponsored by the Institute of the Rockies and Big Timber and Sweet Grass County Local Government Study Commissions, the meeting will focus on voter input says Harold McLauchlan, county study commissioner.Dr. Gordon Brittan, Park County rancher and member of the Montana committee for the Humanities, and Mike Shields, representative of the Montana Commission on local government will speak followed by a question and answer period and round table discussions.

Outlines of several possible forms of local government will be presented for persons for discussion. Entertainment will be provided by the Golden Age Warblers.McLauchlan and Maggi Buttrcll, city study commissioner, say each of the study commissions has had several meetings since 
the election last November.By November 1976 the commissioners 
must have outlined alternative forms of local government for voters to accept or rejectTo develop such a plan study commission
ers have been interviewing city and county officers to learn their suggestions for changes in the operation of their offices. Mrs. Buttrell says city study commissioners have also had

officials outline their duties, explain how the 
state interfers with what they do and give their opinions about combining city and county responsibilities. Both McLauchlan and 
Mrs. Buttrell say they have received 
"temendous cooperation” from local officials.Study commissioners have also read pertienent statutes and attended meetings held throughout Montana to share ideas and solve problems.

By June 1,1976, the two commissions will have presented a rough outline of their alternative plans and the final form will be voted on the following November.
Montana is the only state which has 

undertaken such a project for all levels of government says McLaughlan, and “It is particularly appropriate for the Bicentennial year. Every form of local government is 
conducting their own Constitutional Convention."

McLauchlan says even if no great variety of changes occur, the process will have made the electorate more aware of their form of government.
High school students, particularly those who are sophomores, juniors, and seniors this year, should be especially encouraged to come says McLauchlan. Some of them will be voting in the 1976 election he says and “they 

will be the young adults living with it (the accepted form) for the next ten years.”Another study will be undertaken in 1986.

Radi wanted on new charge 4 new SGHS teachersA Billings man, wanted in 
Sweet Grass County for failure to show up for sentencing, last week was charged with murder by Big Horn County authorities.

James Seykora, Big Horn County Attorney said Gary Eugene Radi, Billings, had b^en charged with deliberate homicide, aggravated kidnapping and robbery in connec
tion with the slaying of Monte 
Dykeman, April 5.

Radi was found guilty by a Sweet Grass County jury April 22 of burglary of the
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1974.
Radi, who had been re

leased on a 12,000 bond, failed to appear for sentencing May 5 in district courLHe is one of five persons charged in connection with the death of the Hardin assistant grocery store mana
ger.The Federal Bureau of Investigation has charged Radi with unlawful flight to avoid prosecution, and Tuesday it was annouced that a motorcycle and billfold, reportedly owned by Radi, had been located along a roadside 
in Nevada.

Sweet Grass County High school will have four new faculty members when school opens in AugusL One wiil be for a newly created position, 
and three others will replace faculty members who have resigned or retired.

School officials last week 
announced the resignation of Miss Gertrude Conwell, Eng
lish teacher, librarian and yearbook advisor. Miss Conwell had asked that news of her resignation not t>? announced until after school was 
over.

Monday school principal 
Vance Ramberg announced 
the resignation of band and vocal music instructor Tom 
Mandigo, who has accepted a position next year at Huntley- Project. Mandigo recently completed his first year as SGHS with some duties at the 
grade school.

Trustees are in the pro«»«« of reviewing applications for the two positions, Ramberg said.
Contracta already have been offered to two teachers.John Alex, who has taught

at Denton, will be the biology, and health and physical education teacher. Alex also has signed a contract as head basketball coach.
Wes Wagnaar, l o d g e  Grass, will be the school’s new 

full-time driver education instructor, and will be assistant boys basketball coach.
Ramberg said depending on the outcome of other contracts with teachers, Alex and 

Wagnaar have agreed to consider other coaching duties.
Flowing

PLEASANT BUT coot temperatures have helped case the flood threat from the Boulder River this year, observers note. If the snow melt continues as orderly •as it has in the past few weeks, there will he high 
w ater hut lim ited flnwline (Pioneer Photo 1


