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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana

GERTRUDE CONWELL retires after thirty 
years on SGHS faculty. Feature on page 4.

BOULDER NEWS this week is on page 3 and 
Melville news is on page G.

A MODERN "Paul Revere" rode into Big THE GOLDEN Notes are the sweetest
Timber June 4. Story on page 8.

HIGH SCHOOL Board agenda on page 10.

feature on Senior Citizen Chorale, page 10.

COUNTY Commissioners proceedings, page 
7.

Professional 
med building
bids due 
July 8

Bid«, for tlu* construction of a professional 
medical building for Sweet Grass County will 
1» opened July 8 by Sweet Grass County 
i omimssioncrs.

Beginning this week, commissioners are 
.oh ertismg for bids on the project, which was 
approved late last year The ads. which by 
I iw must be published four weeks, note that

• •■ntract documents may be obtained from 
Johnson Graham Associates, the Billings 
architectural firm which has developed plans 
for the structure.

Donald Powell, who has been working with 
commissioners on the building, says it is

hoped that the building can be completed for 
occupancy by middle or late fall.

The new medical building, which will have 
room for four doctors— two MD’s and two 
dentists, or three MD’s and one dentist—will 
he adjacent and connected tp the Sweet 
Grass Community Hospital.

Plans for the building have been approved 
bv the state department of health and the 
state fire marshal’s office. Minor modifica 
turns were made to meet recommendations 
frmn both agencies.

Stream bed

June 16 in
H E LE N A—A  public hear 

ing on proposed state mini 
mum standards under SB 310 
the "Natural Streaming! and 
Land Preservation Act." will 
be held next week by the 
Board of Natural Resources 
and Conservation

The hearing is scheduled 
for 1:30 p.tn. on Monday in the 
Highway department Audi 
lorium in Helena.

Under this 1975 law. the 
Natural Resources B o a r rl 
must adopt minimum stan 
dards by July 1 concerning 
specified projects wliuh alter 
a stream Standards ami 
guidelines whnh me« i or 
exceed those statewide mm 
¡mums will then he adopted 
by conservation districts bv 
January 1, 1970. If a proposed 
project is not within the 
boundaries of any conserva 
lion district, the law will hr 
administered by a grass 
conservation district or, if 
none exists, tin- board of 
•county coiliiniisioners.

Under the state proposal, a 
project would he defined t<> 
include at least the following*

Channel changes.
New diversions.
Riprap and other stream 

bank protection projects.
Jetties,
Dams and reservoirs ami 

Commercial, indust rial 
and residential development 

Cleaning and maintaining 
diversion facilities anil r<

hearing

Helena
moving debris or materials 
from a stream channel which 
interfere with, water rights or 
water use permits would not 
he considered projects.

Under the Strcambed Act, 
such projects cannot be begun

without approval of the 
appropriate local district.
A fter receipt of the required 
notice of an intended project, 
the district would be directed

to consider, according to the 
state minimum standards, the 
need for the project, possible 
alternative s o l u t i o n s  to 
achieve its purpose, and its 
permanency and stability.

Among other criteria, the 
guidelines call for reasonable 
efforts to minimize th e  
amount of channel alteration, 
water pollution, and effects on 
fish, aquatic habitat, and 
natural beauty; to avoid 
potential flood or erosion 
damage; and to comply with 
district rules and local, state 
and federal laws

Copies ot the proposed 
standards and guidelines may 
lie obtained from the depart 
menl of Natural Resources 
and Conservation at 32 South 
Kwing in Helena Written or 
oral comments may Ik- pre 
settled at the June 1G hearing, 
ami all mailed remarks must 
lie received by the Depart 
mi nt In that dale.

Another
accident
bloodies
interstate
through
county

A single car accident eleven 
miles west of Big Timber 
injured four people Tuesday 
morning, but prompt emer
gency treatment by a Big 
Timber man is credited with 
preventing more severe in 
juries.

According to M o n t a n a  
Highway Patrolman G a l l  
Keith, the accident occurred 
when an eastbound 1974 
Oidsmobilc driven by John 
Michael Gary, P a s a d e n a ,  
Calif, apparently went off the 
road, then crossed back across 
the center line, entered a

ditch on the north side of the 
road, hit an approach and was 
airbound for about GO feet 
The vehicle hit again, going 
off the road coming to a slop 
in Jarrett Creek. Keith said 
the fact the car never did turn 
over probably prevented any 
loss of lives.

Keith complimented John 
Inman, district Forest Kan 
ger, who was almost imrnedi 
atcly at the scene, with quick 
emergency treatment of the 
victims "The fact that he kept 
one woman with a broken 
back from moving may have

helped her quite a bit.”  Keith 
said

Injured were the driver, his 
aunt, til year old Jeanette 
Stevenson, Hobson, and her 
two granddaughters, 13 year 
old Terry and 16 year old Jodi 
Stevenson. Terry suffered a 
broken right arm.

All four were taken to 
Livingston Memorial Hospital 
for treatment, with Mrs. 
Stevenson being transferred 
to Billings for care by a 
neurosurgeon.

Gary was cited for careless 
driv ing

SM F.KT GRASS County ambulance personnel and 
helpers remove Mrs. Jeanette Stevenson, Hobson, 
from ». single car accident 11 miles west of Big Timber 
Tuesday morning. [Pioneer Photo)

Melting snow 
washes out 
Boulder Road

Melting mountain snows 
created problems for travel
ers last weekend, washing out 
portions of roads.

Water from Mud Lake at 
the base of Mt. Ray started 
washing out the Main Boulder 
Road south of A ller’s Boulder 
River Ranch Saturday morn
ing. Because of warm temper
atures, a 20-foot section of the 
road was reported “ gone” 
Sunday morning.

Traffic was able to get 
around the area—but by 
running an obstacle course.

Big Timber District Forest 
Service Ranger John Inman 
said crews started repairs on 
the road Sunday afternoon, 
but he said more work will be 
needed.

Visitors are reminded that 
«.he road is “ in pretty rough” 
shape, although Inman says it 
■s possible to get around the 
grea.

Other flood problems were 
noted along Bridger Creek, 
Inman said.

The next big problem facing 
the Forest Service is finding 
money to make repairs. 
"W e’re exploring all the 
possibilities,” he said Monday. 
Work on the Main Boulder 
road is being done in 
conjunction with Park County 
where the section is located.

Local residents
seriously hurt 
by Park City

A Big Timber woman and 
former Big Timber man are in 
serious condition in St. Vin
cent's Hospital. Billings, fol
lowing a one car accident west 
of Park City early Monday 
morning.

Julie Duffner, 29, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Beckers, had not regained 
consciousness Tuesday after
noon, according to her mo
ther, and is listed in critical 
condition with head injuries.

Okie Watters, 27, Fishtail, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Ron 
Watters, is in serious condi
tion, and is being observed for 
head and shoulder injuries.

Spring

Shows

Its

Head

A W ILD CROCUS iPUaqwe Flower ] haags ¡to bead 
under ■ pflo of board« alone tbe Grow* Creek Troll up 
the Raddor. tPlowor Photo ]

City has good pressure

Improved water System 
proves out effective

A new city water pressure 
test has confirmed that last 
year’s major water system 
expansion has improved the 
water carrying capacity of the 
system.

Stephen J. Lilly, engineer
ing representative for the 
Insurance Services of Mon
tana, Great Falls, May 30 
tested hydrants throughout 
town. About 11 months ago 
Lilly conducted a review of 
the city 's fire  protection 
program and equipment. Part 
of the test was a check of 
hydrant pressure.

Because the city had com
mitted itself to the project, 
Lilly agreed to come back and 
re-test hydrants on the west 
side of town.

Mayor McLean Clark said 
last week that the tests 
showed dramatic differences 
in the amount of water 
available on the west side of 
town.

A t hydrants where water 
last year was recorded at 200 
gallons a minute at 20 pounds 
pressure, the new tests 
showed a flow o f 800-900 
gallons a minute at 20 pounds 
of pressure.

Tests were taken in the 
mornings, and Clark says the 
situations were "very  much 
the same."

Although t h e  readings 
showed little difference in 
water from hydrants on the 
west side of town, there was a 
notable increase along Mc
Leod street The hydrant in

front of the Grand Hotel, 
tested at 1300 gallons a 
minute last year, read 1900 
gallons a minute May 30.

Clark, who supported the 
program, to equalize pressure 
throughout town, said he was 
"pleased" with the results. He 
said the data will mean the 
city can retain its favorable 
six rating. "And we’d like to 
work on an even lower one."

Clark said Lilly also ex
pressed continuing interest in 
the Big Timber Volunteer 
Fire Department.

“ He has been and is very 
impressed with our depart
ment," Clark said. “ Of special 
interest was the fact that 
most all members have all 
their required training.”

Ole Oiestad New 
County Land Appraiser

According to Highway Pa
trol information printed in the 
Billings Gazette. Watters ap
parently lost control of his car 
two miles west of Park City 
about 1:10 a.m. The car was 
eastbound on Interstate 90, 
sideswiped a guard rail, went 
d o w n  the embankment, 
through a fence, rolled twice 
and ended up on its top, 
halfway on the frontage road.

Mrs. Duffner was found 
about 60 feet away and it was 
believed she had walked 
around the accident site 
before officers a r r i v e d .  
Watters was found in the car.

Mrs. Duffner was employed 
during the school year at 
SGHS and has been working 
at the court house with the 
TA P  program, a computer
izing systems group.

Watters Is owner of the 
Molly Brown in Bozeman.

A county rancher has been 
employed as Sweet Grass 
County land classifier and 
appraiser. Ole Oiestad, a 
Glasston area rancher, start
ed work Monday replacing 
Terry Ryles.

Oiestad is a 1965 graduate 
of Sweet Grass County High 
School, and a 1970 graduate of 
Montana State University in 
Animal Science. He also 
studied for one quarter at a 
veterinary school in Oslo, 
Norway, and worked for the 
USDA as a meat grader.

According to Sweet Grass 
County Assessor Marvin Bar
ber, many people are confused 
over the duties to be 
performed from the two 
offices. The men work closely 
together, but both serve 
different functions and work 
from their own offices, Oie- 
stad's being in the basement 
of the Courthouse.

Under the new Montana 
Constitution, both men are

employed by the State De
partment of Revenue, where
as before Barber was em
ployed by the county.

Barber is elected by county 
voters, and Oiestad is em
ployed by the state by 
application.

Oiestad is concerned with 
setting values on property 
and buildings, as in the case of 
new buildings. Following his 
compiling information using a 
standard rate book put out by 
the state, he gives this 
information to Barber who

then breaks it down to get the 
taxable value, which is a 
certain percentage of the 
appraised value.

The assessor is concerned 
with personal property valu
ations, also figured from a 
standard rate book, and then 
adds the two sets of figures 
together for the tax sheet.

Barber also pointed out the 
constitution abolished the 
si,iii- Board of Equalization.

where the commissioners sat 
as a county board.

The commissioners now 
appoint a County Board of 
Appeals which will hear 
protests on tax appraisals and 
assessments. Board members 
are Lloyd Rein, Oscar For
sythe and G eorge "B u d " 
Clayton.

Any taxpayer has a right to 
appeal this board's decision to 
the state board, also appoint
ed, and then either the 
taxpayer or the Dept, of 
Revenue has the right to 
appeal any decision to district 
court.

Barber said there are 
currently severa l appeals 
pending on tim ber class
ification and small land tracts 
in the county.

The Tax Appeal Board will 
be meeting Monday, June 16, 
in the courtroom from 9 a.m. 
to4 p.m. to consider these and 
other protests. The board will 
conduct other meetings from 
time to time until August 11


