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THE Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
JULY’S ALMOST here and that means the 
Boat Float and Pioneer Day. So far 12 
individuals and organizations have signed up 
for Pioneer Day. Story on page 3.

BUS ROUTES for the 1975-76 school year 
were approved recently by the county 
transportation committee. Story on page 3.

PIONEER HOME news on page 7. Boulder 
Valley news on page 4.

COMMISSIONERS this week again re
viewed plans fur the new medical building. 
Bids on the projects are to be opened July 8. 
Story on page 6.

IF YOU’RE looking for a "safe place" to hide 
from the law . . . don’t pick Sweet Grass 
County. Story on page 4.

PARK USER fees are being charged at 
Gallatin National Forest campgrounds up the 
Boulder. Story on page 8.

udgets
$318,206 GS general fund

Big Timber Grade School 
I trustees adopted a $318,206 
I general fund budget for the 
11975 76 school year Monday 
| night.

The amount is about 11 per 
Icent a b o v e  last year’s 
■$287,400 budget. Superinten
den t Ed Argenbright esli 
I mated the tax levy to finance 
[the general fund budget will 
[be 17.2 mills, up from last 
|year’s 15.66 mill levy.

Inflation costs, a 12 per cent 
J teacher salary increase (in
cluding an extra teacher’s

salary) and additional costs of 
maintaining a larger plant 
with the new addition are 
factors contributing to the 
increase, officials said.

The largest single expendi
ture is teacher salaries total
ing $213,595, including the 
salary of the special education 
teacher which is partially 
financed by slate aid. The 
total instructional budget is 
$249,686.

The b u d g e t  calls for 
$16,360, in administrative 
costs; $2,520. for library 
services; $100, supportive

services; $23,900, operation ot 
the plant; $9,800, total main 
tenance of plant; $700, food 
services program; $1,700, 
student body and auxiliary 
services; $11,000, insurance; 
and $2,600 in capital outlay.

In other business the board 
met with Ken Recker who had 
presented plans at the last 
meeting, June 12, to install 
two portable tennis courts to 
be used as part of the City 
Council summer recreation 
program. Details of the 
proposal were firmed up and 
the board gave final approval.

SGHS total up, levy down
Sweet Grass High School 

[trustees Monday night adopt- 
Jed a $305,343 general fund 
[budget for the 1975-76 school 
[year -a budget that’s-16 per 
[cent more than last ye;ir. but 
[one which probably will cost 
taxpayers less.

The budget was reduced 
from an earlier pceliminary 
figure of $306,859, but the 
major factor contributing to 
potential lower levy is an 
increase in state aid.

Before adopting the budget, 
as required by law on the 
fourth Monday of June, 
trustees discussed the use of 
funds left in the 1974-75 
general fund budget and 
voted to use most of the 
money to purchase items 
needed by the school.

The $306,343 budget is 
$43,431 more than last year’s 
approved budget of $262,912. 
The basic high school levy and 
state aid through the founda
tion program will provide 
$217,936.40.

Earlier this year county 
voters approved a 13 mill or 
$99,745, levy to make up the 
difference between the pro 
posed budget and the basic 
funding. Monday’s action re
duces the additional levy by 
1.7 mills, or about $12,340.

Trustees caution about es
tablishing a firm levy figure 
because the assessed valua 
tion for next year has not 
been calculated. If the valua
tion is higher, a mill will raise 
more money than in the past. 
However, if it is lower, it 
would take a larger levy to 
come up with the amount 
needed.

However, based on last 
year’s valuation, which raised 
$7,453 for each high school 
mi l l ,  the n e w  general 
fund levy would be about 11.6

mills—a decrease from 15.22 
last year.

The new high school budget 
calls for expenditures of:

Administration, $19,056;
Instruction, $202,291
Library services, $9,200,
Health services, $100;
Operation of plant, $26,690;
Maintenance, $12,950;
Student Body and Auxiliary 

Services, $9,402;
Current charges, $11,815;
Capitol outlay. $14,839.

PRIOR TO the adoption of 
the budget, trustees reviewed 
requests for equipment to be 
paid for from funds left in this 
year's general fund budget.

Trustee Jim Scholten ques
tioned the value of spending 
the roughly $15,000 carryover 
on equipment, when the 
money could be used to 
reduce the 1975 76 levy.

"I think it would look better 
to the public to reduce taxes 
rather than spend every 
dollar we have."

Chairman Jim Esp said he 
agreed, but noted that con 
tinuing inflationary pressures 
spell uncertainty for next 
year. By purchasing items 
included in next year's budget 
with money left over this 
year, Esp said the school 
could be prepared for eventu 
alities.

“With the way things have 
been going, I think we'll need 
every dime we can get to 
meet our costs for next year.”

Esp said the $15,000 carry 
over on a b u d g e t  of 
$263,000 was only abo\it five 
per cent “and that’s cutting it 
pretty close."

Among items members 
voted to buy and pay from 
this year’s budget were:

Materials to rcroof the 
school gym, $5,750;

Premium on liability and 
errors and omissions Insur
ance for school board mem
bers and* School ’ persOTfflbl, 
$806;

Bell and Howell movie 
projector, $700;

Calculator, $425;
Typewriters for school, 

$2,085;
New- chairs and chair stand, 

$300;
Port a pit for track pro 

gram, $500:
New hot lunch program 

range and installation, $1,015; 
and

Deficit in the Sheepherder 
budget. $102.75.

The rest of the money, 
estimated to be about $3,400 
will be put in reserves, to help 
the district meet bills be 
tween tax payment periods.

Trustees reviewed the re
serves, and agreed efforts 
should be made to build up 
reserves, to avoid the neces
sity to register warrants and 
pay interest on them.

IN OTHER business Mon 
day, trustees were told by 
Principal Vance Rambergthat 
the school’s vocational pro
grams have been approved for 
funding next year.

The \o  ag department was 
approved for funding to 
$21,418, the home ec depart 
ment to $9,279, and the 
clerical-office practices de
partment to $3,723.

Ramberg said although the 
programs had been approved 
at the levels, the school would 
not receive that much money. 
Federal funding is dependent 
on the amount of money ap
propriated by Congress, and 
Ramberg said the levels range 
from 20 to 50 per cent.

Pioneer Home now 10 years old
The Pioneer Home will 

celebrate its 10th anniversary 
with an open house from 2 to 4 
p.m. Sunday. According to 
administrator Dorothea Huff, 
the home has come along way 
in 10 years.

The idea for the rest home 
was conceived in 1963 when 
Sweet Grass County residents 
became aware of the need for 
a home for the county's 
elderly citizens.

After considerable discus
sion, voters passed a $200.000 
bond issue to construct and 
furnish a nursing home. 
Countv commissioners also

secured federal funds through 
the Hill-Rurton Bill to help 
finance the project.

Prior to the opening Mrs. 
Huff, who has been adminis 
trator for 10 years, said she 
interviewed and hired all nec
essary personnel. She said she 
also conducted nurses’ aid 
classes for new nurses' aids 
and those wishing to become 
aids at a later date.

Mrs. Huff said the days just 
before the home’s opening 
were very hectic, but she said 
members of the community 
and community organizations

were helpful.
The Boy Scouts collected 

400 coat hangers for use at the 
home and donations of many 
necessary items were made, 
Mrs. Huff said.

Interest in and support for 
the home was continued 
during the home's first decade 
of life, she said.

Construction of the 32-bed 
home was completed in June 
1965.

Mrs. Huff said 14 patients 
were admitted to the home 
when it officially opened its 
doors on July 1, 1965. By 
mid-October, she said every

bed was occupied.
In 1973 plans for an addition 

to the Pioneer Home were set 
in motion. After much discus
sion and the passage of a 
second bond issue, construc
tion on the new wing was 
begun.

The home's addition was 
completed in early 1974. At 
that time the home was 
licensed to care for 48 
patients.

Today, Mrs. Huff said the 
Pioneer Home is rated num
ber one in nursing home care 
in the state.

\  DEM) piece of wood along the (,‘rnuse Creek 
fruii gi\ es the appearance of an eagle. | Pioneer Hiato I

2nd access proposed
Sweet Grass County Commissioners 

met with about 20 East Boulder residents 
Monday to further discuss the fate of the 
county road adjacent to Big Timber. The 
road runs from the cast end of Sixth 
Street and intersects the old Boulder 
Road.

After about 45 minutes of discussion, 
Commission chairman Ray Esp said a 
proposal to maintain an alternate access 
route to town, during and after 
construction of Interstate 90. would be 
presented to the road closure petitioners 
for consideration.

The official hearing to consider closing 
the road was held Tuesday. June 3.

Esp said the commission had received 
petitions in favor of and opposed to closing 
the road. He said Monday’s meeting was

to find a solution to the road problem that 
would be acceptable to both sides.

Attorney E.O. Overland suggested an 
alternate north-south road be provided for 
East Boulder residents during and after 
construction of the new highway.

Overland said developers, who hope to 
build a class A subdivision in the area, 
knew the county access road was there 
when they purchased the property.

He also reminded the commissioners 
that their job is to protect the rights of 
residents.

Most of those who opposed closing the 
road said they would not mind having 
Sixth Street closed if an alternate rout« to 
Big Timber were provided. They objected 
strongly to having Highway 10 as their 
only access to town.

New teachers
Two offered SGHS jobs

Sweet Grass High School 
trustees Monday night voted 
to offer two more teaching 
contracts for the 1975-76 
school year, bringing the 
number of new teachers hired 
to four. Trustees still are 
seeking an additional teacher.

After an executive session, 
trustees agreed to offer a 
teaching contract to Kathy 
Tulley as English and jour
nalism teacher, and to John C. 
Novotny as instrumental band 
teacher for grades 5 through 
12.

Mrs. Tulley, who was 
graduated from Butler Uni
versity, taught six years at 
Laduc School District, a 
suburb of St. Louis, Mo. She 
has worked at The Pioneer 
since early this year.

Novotny was graduated 
this spring from Eastern 
Montana College with a

bachelor of science degree.
Under an agreement with 

the Big Timber Grade School 
Trustees, Novotny will teach 
instrumental music in the 
grade school and the high 
school.

SGHS trustees still are 
seeking another teacher for 
English, library, and physical 
education. Members agreed to 
iJold a special meeting to 
interview teachers if neces
sary prior to the group’s 
regular session, scheduled 
June 17.

Earlier this year, trustees 
issued a contract to John 
Alex, as biology, health and 
physical education teacher 
and head basketball coach. 
Wes Wagnaar, Lodge Grass, 
was hired as the school’s new 
full-time driver education 
instructor, and assistant boys 
basketball coach.

BTGS completes staff
Two new teachers have 

been hired to teach at Big 
Timber Grade School for the 
1975-76 school year.

Contracts have been signed 
by Jon Quam. who will be 
responsible for the grade 
school vocal music program, 
and John Overstreet, who will 
be the new fifth grade class 
room teacher.

Quam, a native of Frazer, is 
a graduate of Concordia and 
has taught for two years from 
1970-73 in Hysham. There he 
was an instructor of both 
vocal and instrumental music 
in grades one through twelve. 
Since the fall of 1973 he has 
worked in professional music 
theater as a musical director

for dinner theaters in the 
Washington D.C. area.

A native of Belgrade, 
Overstreet has a BA from 
Montana State University in 
clementery education and has 
been a fifth grade classroom 
teacher the past two years in 
Geraldine. While in Geraldine 
he also was the assistant boys' 
basketball coach at the high 
school where he coached girls’ 
basketball and track.

In an agreement with the 
Sweet Grass County High 
School trustees, John C. 
Novotny, who was offered a 
contract by the high school 
board, will be contracted to 
teach instrumental music at 
the grade school also.

TWO MAGIC GLOBE I^laycrs seem to be in 
disagreement over who should have control of the 
plucked chicken during a children's theater pantomine 
skit. The Magic Globe Plavers will be In the cit\ park.
7 pxrt . June 26

Kid’s theatre 
here Thursday

The Magic Globe Players 
Children’s Theater will per
form in the city park at 7 p.m. 
Thursday. Tickets for the 
show, sponsored by the Big 
Timber Jayceens, arc 75 
cents.

Stories from around the 
world will be presented by the 
four-member troupe from 
North Dakota. Performing on

a portable stage, players will 
give a varied program with 
acting, pantomime, music, 
puppetry and creative dra
matics.

The Magic Globe Players 
have performed since 1971 to 
more than 40,000 children.

In case of bad weather the 
show will be inside at the 
Legion hall.

Briefly-
Wilderness walk

A wilderness walk will be 
conducted 8 a.m. Sunday.

Leaving from the West 
Boulder Ranger Station, hik
ers will follow the Boulder 
River.

The walk, led by Helen, Pat 
and Peter Clark, is for 
persons of ail ages, and Mrs. 
Clark says it is "not a rugged 
walk."

Hikers are asked to bring n 
lunch along for the outing.

Parade theme
Tope Strobe), Rodeo parade 

rhairman has announced that

the theme for this year’s 
event will be "Bicentennial".

He is presently accepting 
donations from area busi
nesses and residents. Those 
wishing may send donations 
to: Tope Strobe!, Box 340, Big 
Timber.

The parade will begin at 
noon, Rodeo Day, Sunday, 
August 10.

Bar-B-Que
Six Big Timber merchants 

are again planning a “Town 
and Country Bar-B-Que’’ this 
year.

The event, which had been 
conducted annualiv until two

years ago, is planned for Sept.
6.

Sponsors of the event will 
again be Brewer Trucking, 
Starr Ford, Frye’s Cafe, Oie 
Motor Co., Big T Super IGA, 
and Citizens Bank and Trust.

MD camp here
A Boulder Valley camp will 

again be the site of a camp for 
Montanans with Muscular 
Dystrophy.

Calvin Winslow, director of 
the Montana MD association, 
said Monday that campers 
from throughout the state will 
be at the Clydehurst Christian 
Camp June 29 July 5.

Last year's camp at Clyde- 
hursi was the first in the state 
for those with MD.

More trains
Flooding in central Mon

tana has forced the rerouting 
of Milwaukee Rail Road 
freight trains over Burlington 
Northern tracks in and 
through Sweet Grass County.

Howard Neff, trainmaster 
from Deer Lodge, who has 
been temporarily located in 
Big Timber, said trains are 
being rerouted from Miles 
City to Sappington.

The Milwaukee operates 
four freight trains a day—two 
east and two west.


