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MONTANA H IS T O R IC A L  L I  SHARI

Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
IT DOES’T TAKE Dee Monsen any 80 days 
to get around the world . . . not with the 
amateur radio rig he has in his basement. 
Story on page 10.
IT  BEEN a busy summer for 4-II members 
and other youth. Stories on pages 3, 4, and 8.
IF YOU’RE wondering abut the July 4 
fireworks program . . . don’t fear, it will be 
held. But not until next week, July 8. Story 
on page 4.

THE BIG TIMBER City government study

commission soon will launch an energetic 
p ro ject—a door-to-door survey  of the 
community. Story on page 6.

ITS RENDEZVOUS time again . . . and this 
year more than 500 buckskinners and friends 
of buckskinners are expected for the event, 
to be at the Hawley Mountain Guest Ranch 
up the Boulder. Story on page 7.

AREA RESIDENTS helped celebrate the 
10th anniversary of the Pioneer Home. Story 
and pictures on page 3.

Sell resigns 
county post

Ed Sell last week resigned, 
his position as Sweet Grass 
County Commissioner, citing 
“personal reasons and family 
considerations” as his reason.

Sell, who was elected to the 
post in November, 1972, has 
served two and a half years of 
a six-year term.

In a letter to Hazel Fallang, 
county clerk and recorder, 
Sell said the decision was a 
“difficult" one for him to 
make. “I have enjoyed serving 
the people of this county and 
would like to thank them for 
giving me opportunity to 
serve."

Sell said his wife's health, 
growing demands of the 
commissioner’s j o b ,  a n d  
“other" considerations were 
responsible for the resigna
tion. He declined to publically 
outline the "other reasons."

However, the resignation 
drafted TuidUay and submit
ted Wednesday, followed a 
Monday meeting with old 
Boulder Road residents about 
the closing of a county road 
just outside the city limits.

At the meeting, called by 
Chairman Ray Esp, commis
sioners again discussed the 
issue of closing the road. A 
number of residents want the

area open as an easier access 
to town. Others, including a 
group of persons planning a 
subdivision in the area, want 
the road closed.

A formal hearing on the 
proposal was conducted June 
3. Shortly after that time an 
informal agreem ent w a s  
reached between commission
ers  and petitioners. The 
accord noted that a north 
south access from the Old 
Boulder Road would be 
maintained until the inter 
state is constructed.

S e l l  and Commissioner 
Bjarne Bjorndal said they 
thought the matter had been 
settled with the agreement, 
and both indicated surprise at 
last week’s meeting where a 
“permanent" access was ad 
vocated.

According to law. Sell's 
position -is filled by the 
District Court Judge on the 
recommendation of the head 
of the centra] committee of 
the party of the person who 
resigned.

Conrad Fredricks Friday 
forwarded the name of a 
candidate, and Judge Jack 
Shanstrom made the appoint 
ment over the weekend.

Engle named 
commissioner

A 73-year-old Boulder Val
ley rancher Tuesday was 
named Sweet Grass County 
Commissioner.

As prescribed by law, 
Judge Jack Shanstrom, Liv
ingston, filed an order ap
pointing Clark Engle to fill a 
vacancy created  by last 
week's resignation of Ed Sell.

Engle, who has lived on his 
ranch since 1949, will serve as 
commissioner until the next 
general election—1976. At 
that time, if he wants to 
continue in office, he would 
have to run for a two-year 
unexpired term.

T h e  n e w  commissioner 
Tuesday afternoon signed his 
oath in th e  clerk and 
recorder’s office, and he will 
meet for the first time with 
other commissioners, Bjarne 
Bjorndal and Ray Esp, Mon
day.

Engle says this will be his 
first "political" office, how
ever, he's no stranger to 
community service.

He served as a director of

the Main Boulder Telephone 
Company for many years, was 
an ASC committeeman in 
Sweet Grass and Yellowstone 
County, was a member of the 
Buffalo Creek Grazing Dis
trict, Billings, was a director 
of the Sweet Grass Wool- 
growers Association, and ser
ved on school boards for 35 
years.

About his new office. Engle 
said "I will sincerely strive to 
serve all of the people of 
Sweet Grass County as a 
commissioner. But I’m going 
to need a little help. It’s a big 
job and no one can do it 
alone."

Engle and his wife, Helen, 
have five children: Roger and 
Keith, Big Timber, Janice and 
Edith Engle, both of Jack
sonville, Fla., and Clair Engle. 
Columbia, Mo.

By law, the presiding 
district court judge appoints 
commissioners to fill vacan
cies. The appointment is on 
the recommendation of the 
central committee of the 
party of the resigned officer.

DISTRICT COURT Judge Jack Shanstrom (right I 
■congratulates Clark Rigle.new count» commissioner.

Mother Cow watches 
over her calf

A# % tar spill from a malfunc
tioning railroad car claimed 
its second victim this week.

Officials Monday had to 
shoot a dog that got stuck in 
the thick substance which 
spilled from a tanker more 
than a week ago.

June 24 a calf owned by 
Buzz Flanagan wandered into 
the mire and got stuck. After 
being pulled from the sub
stance it also had to be shot.

Flanagan, who reported the 
spill to Burlington Northern 
officials after he found the car 
on a siding near part of his 
pasture, said he does not 
blame local BN authorities for 
the problem.

"They’ve been helpful and 
done what they could," he said 
Monday. . ^

'However, he’s upáet by a 
lack of action by “higher ups" 
who have failed to clean up 
the mess.

Flanagan said he first

Tar ‘spill’ traps calf, dog
noticed the unit on a siding 
less than 50 feet from his 
pasture June 21. At that time 
the crude tar was still leaking 
from the car He said a 
repairman from Livingston 
came that day and stopped 
the flow by closing a valve.

John Willard. Public Rela 
lions Manager for BN. Bi) 
lings, said Tuesday afternoon 
crews were scheduled to 
begin work to help eliminate 
the dangers of the spill.

Sand was being poured at 
both ends of the area, and a 
loader had been brought from 
Livingston Tuesday to betn 
additional work Wednesday

However, the car was still 
on the siding June 24 when 
one of his six month old calves 
attempted to cross the mater 
ial during the day. Daytime 
temperatures had increased 
the viscosity of the material 
and the calf got stuck. About 7 
p.m. Flanagan heard a cow 
bawling, and when he investi 
gated found the animal.

A passerby, John Baird, 
helped him remove the calf

Irom the sticky substance, but 
later Flanagan had to destroy 
the calf because of the 
impossibility of removing the 
tar

Monday's casualty was a 
black Cocker Spaniel dog. 
about 18 inches long Officials 
said they were unable to 
identify it because it did not 
have a dog tag. It was buried 
near the tracks, where it had 
become stuck

Flanagan said a railroad 
crew removed the tar from his 
pasture June 25, and the 
faulty car was taken later. 
However, as of Monday 
afternoon a small lake of tar 
remained in a ditch next to 
the tracks.

Authorities said train crews 
first detected a leak in the car. 
which holds 28.000 gallons of 
the substance, in Park City. 
At Big Timber the unit was 
detached from the train and 
left on the siding, still leaking 
the material. Information on 
the car indicated it was 
headed for a Husky refinery. Flanagan and Baird pull calf from tar

Blood drive well over quota
Fifty-three volunteers do

nated blood when the Mon
tana Red Cross blood unit 
visited Big Timber last week.

According to Mrs. Forrest 
Keller, 46 units of the 
life-giving fluid were drawn.

Mrs. Keller said seven 
donors were turned down 
“mostly because of medica
tion."

Among those who donated 
a unit of blood was 21-year old 
Pat Hansen.

Hansen, who is working 
toward his master’s degree in 
geographic planning at Mon
tana S ta te  U niversity in 
Bozeman, said he has been 
donating blood since January. 
1972.

Of his first donation. Han
sen said. "I was kind of

anxious, but I didn't really 
think there’d be any prob 
lem."

Hansen said he continued 
donating blood at every 
opportunity because "I really 
like to take advantage of any 
chance I have to help 
anybody."

"I wish that everyone who 
could donate blood would—at 
least occassionally. No doubt, 
it’s going to help somebody." 
he said.

Last year Big Timber and 
23 other communities were 
removed from the Red Cross 
schedule, primarily because 
they were unable to meet 
quotas.

This year, state officials set 
a lower quota and. tried to 
encourage new donations.

7 seek rodeo queen title
Seven Sweet Grass County girls are 

competing in this year’s Big Timber Rodeo 
Queen Contest, sponsored by the Big 
Timber Jayceens.

The girls will participate in a schedule 
of activities leading up to the crowning of 
the queen just prior to the 1975 roaeo, 
planned in August.

The selection of the 1975 queen will be 
based on horsem anship, personality, 
speech and modeling.

Contestants announced this week by 
Jayceens include:

Nancy Esp. daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Esp. Grey Cliff, sponsored by the 
SGHS Thespians:

Dawne Bainter, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Bainter, Grey Cliff, sponsored 
by the SGHS FHA chapter:

Linda Larson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lawrence Larson, Big Timber, sponsored 
by Brewer Trucking:

Susan Mauland. daughter of Mr. and

Mrs. Svend Mauland, Big Timber, 
sponsored by Westling’s Saddelry;

Meg Whidden, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Roger Whidden, Big Timber, 
sponsored by the Freshman class;

Beverly Buttrell, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Claude B uttrell, Big T im ber 
sponsored by Frye’s Cafe;

Catherine Clayton, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bill Clayton, McLeod, sponsored by 
the sophomore class.

Last year nine women competed for the 
title of queen.

Jaycees say this year they had three 
more sponsors than candidates, not 
enough to provide for a saddle for the 
queen.

Persons interested in donating money 
to help defray costs may contact Jayceens. 
"Money would be appreciated to help 
assure the possibility of us giving a saddle 
again next year ’’

Sentencing 
soon for 
Gary Radi

A Billings man, wanted by 
Sweet Grass and Big Horn 
County authorities, was ar
rested late Friday in Rawlins, 
Wyo.

Captured after a roadblock 
was set up Friday was Gary 
E. Radi, 30, who was wanted 
in Big Horn County in 
connection with the death of a 
18-year-old Hardin man April 
5. Local authorities have been 
searching for Radi since May 
5. when he failed to appear for 
sentencing after being con
victed of burglary of Ullman 
Lumber company.

County Attorney Kenneth 
Olson said Monday that Radi 
will appear in Sweet Grass 
County District Court before 
Judge W. W. Lcssley for 
sentencing in the near future.

Big Horn County officials 
Monday brought Radi to Big 
Timber, where he is being 
held in the Swept Grass 
County jail awaiting his 
sentencing.

At that time, Radi will be 
released to Big Horn County 
authorities or taken to prison.

Radi was found guilty by a 
Sweet Grass County jury 
April 22 of the September 7 
Ullman burglary. He was 
released on a $2,000 bond 
after the trial, and he failed to 
show for a post trial hearing 
May 5. The hearing had been 
set after 01 son filed a petition 
to increase Radi’s punishment 
because of his prior felony 
convictions.

IN BIG HORN County, 
Radi also is one of five persons 
charged in connection with 
the death of Monte Dyckman. 
an assistant manager of the 
Hardin Safeway Store. Radi 
and four others, being held in 
the Yellowstone County Jail, 
have been charged with 
deliberate homicide, aggra
vated kidnaping and robbery. 
Trial for the five has been set 
for September 15.

Floaters to 
face some 
high water

High Yellowstone River 
water—an "attraction” of last 
year’s Yellowstone River Boat 
Float—is expected to be a 
reality again this year as 
hundreds of floaters make 
their annual trek next week.

The annual event begins 
July 11 at Livingston and 
ends July 13 in Billings.

Ray Bernsten, recreation 
and parks manager for the 
D epartm ent of Fish and 
Game, Billings, says boaters 
should continue to be cautious 
about high water again this 
year.

“Last year some people said 
the talk about high water 
problems cut down on partici
pation. I don’t know. But I do 
know that the possibility of 
injury looms when water is 
higher."

Bernsten, whose depart
ment cooperates with area 
Jaycee chapters who sponsor 
the yearly event, says he is 
happy that last year there 
were no injuries.

Floaters will be in Big 
Timber the afternoon and 
evening of July 11. ^he first 
night out.

The theme of the 1975 
event is the same as last 
year—"Wet. Wild and Free as 
it shou ld  h r  "


