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ITS ESTIMATED that more than 500 
persons attended last weekend's National 
Association of Primitive Riflemen's rendez
vous at the Ja rre tt Hawley Mountain Ranch. 
Story on page 3.

COUNTY ROAD crews are using a new 
Caterpillar road patrol and the unit's 
scraping up a controversy. Story and picture 
on page 4.

RAY ESP, chairman of the Sweet Grass 
County Commissioners explains his views on 
the closing of portion of the "old Boulder

Road”. Story on page 6.

CREWS LAST week buried a mass of road 
tar which had spilled from a Burlington 
Northern tank car June 21. Story, picture on 
page 3.

A MAN convicted of robbing the Ullman 
Lumber Company was sentenced to 50 years 
in the state prison last week. Story on page 3.

THE CLYDEHURST Christian Camp was 
again the scene of the Montana Muscular 
Dystrophy camp last week. Story on page 7.

Float 
is still 
all ‘go’

Despite concerns about 
high water, the annual Yel
lowstone River Boat Float 
planned this weekend, re
mained "go” Tuesday after
noon.

Admiral Earl Linger, Lau
rel, told local Jaycee chairman 
Kenneth Olson Tuesday that 
the status of the river would 
be checked again this week. 
Should high water prevent 
the event from being held this 
week, Olson said it would be 
in two weeks—July 24,25,26. 
"He s a y s  it won’t be 
canceled."

River water is higher this 
year than in the past, and 
many persons have expressed 
concern about continuing the 
event under the conditions. 
The river continues to hold at 
about the same level—just 
above flood stage. Last year 
the float was held three weeks 
Itftef'the flood had subsided.

Olson said local Jaycees, 
who play host to the "river 
rats” Friday night, are hoping 
to be able to land at or near 
the fairgrounds again this 
year. However, a specific 
place has not been set.

Ray Bcrntsen of the De
partment of Fish and Game, 
Billings, say boaters are 
urged to use extra caution 
this year. "The possiblity of 
injury looms when there is 
high water. The water is 
faster, and there is more 
debris.”

All participants are to wear 
l i f e  preservers, Bcrntsen 
says, noting this year the 
requirement will be enforced 
by his department more 
rigidly than ever.

"The biggest thing is 
having life preservers in good 
condition."

Berntsen also reminded 
floaters to confine their 
drinking to the times they are 
on shore.

"When you're drinking you 
haven’t got control of your 
physical and mental process- 
es...you’re setting up yourself 
for a bad injury. Alcohol goes 
to the brain, and in that 
situation, you're in no condi
tion to fight a flooded river. If 
you want to drink, wait till 
you get on shore.

“No one’s against having a 
cold beer on a warm day, but 
boaters should be prepared 
for the conditions they may 
meet on the river. They 
shouldn’t get into situations 
they can't recover from.”

Berntsen says his depart
ment will not call off the float, 
"be.cause it isn’t ou> project" 
He says the ag.-ncy works 
with Jaycee chapters by 
watching out for the safety of 
boaters and by providing 
sanitation facilities.

Unless the schedule is 
changed, registration for the 
float will begin a t 7 p.m. 
Thursday at the Park County 
Fairgrounds.

Floaters will get underway 
at 9 a.m. and are to arrive in 
Springdale for a noon lunch. 
Friday afternoon boaters are 
to begin arriving in town. The 
Big Timber Lions Club will 
serve f. swiss steak dinner and 
local merchants are providing 
free pop and beer.

Friday night area taverns 
and clubs plan dances and 
entertainment.

Saturday morning Jayceens 
will serve a breakfast at the 
fairgrounds and floaters will 
launch their boats for Reed 
Point at 9 a.m. A lunch will be 
served in Reed Point and 
floaters will stay in Columbus 
the second night of the trip.

Hearing planned Monday for more medical building funds
Sweet Grass County Com

missioners will hold a public 
hearing at 10 a.m. Monday to 
discuss allocating an addi
tional $71,000 in revenue 
sharing funds for construction 
of the county’s new Medical- 
Dental Facility.

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  last 
December allocated $84,000 in 
revenue sharing money to 
construct the building. The 
addition of 1,000 square feet

to the building's main floor 
and a basement, primarily for 
storage purposes, account for 
the rise in the cost of the 
building. Earlier the structure 
had been estimated to cost 
about $100,000.

William Ottern of Johnson- 
Graham Associates, Billings, 
the architectural firm which 
designed the building, sug
gested that an additional 
$5,000 contengency fund be

added to the building costs to 
pay unforeseen expenses.

Esp said there is "plenty of 
money” in revenue sharing to 
cover the higher costs. Mon
day’s hearing is a formality 
since the building contract 
cannot be awarded until there 
is money to cover the contract 
and revenue sharing funds 
cannot be allocated without a 
public hearing.

The commissioners Tues-

day received, publically open
ed and read sealed bids for the 
building.

Stan Todd of Todd Con
struction, Big Timber, was 
the apparent low bidder. He 
submitted a bid of $133,514 
and proposed a Dec. 31, 1975 
completion date.

Todd’s bid for the 4515- 
square-foot structure will cost 
about $29.57 per square foot.

Other bids included:

Edsall Construction, Boze
man, $135,325 with comple
tion by December 1975.

Jimco Construction, Bill
ings, $136,333 with comple
tion in 160 days.

Taylor Construction, Boze
man, $147,300 with comple
tion on Dec. 1, 1975.

J.M.S. Construction, Mis
soula, $154,800 with comple
tion in 240 days after notice to 
proceed.

Travis-Jam, B o z e m a n ,  
$170,028 with completion in 
200 calendar days.

Western Construction of 
Bozeman was unable to 
submit a bid due to problems 
in obtaining a class A license.

After Monday’s public hear
ing the commissioners will 
review and analyze the bids.

Esp said the commissioners 
probably will be prepared to 
award the contract

DON POWELL Woks iq>- 
stream at the log jssi that 
caused a change of the 
channel of the Boulder River, 
cutting away a 25-ioot bonk in 
front of the Jins Snodgrass 
bouse [back]. Crews worked 
until late Friday and snoot of 
Saturday tilling in the bank to 
prevent the loss of the house.

[Pioneer FlMto]

Flooding takes its toll
Unusually high tempera

tures, combined with inter
mittent rain caused mid
summer flooding along the 
Boulder and Yellowstone riv
ers this past week.

While there were no in
juries, and individual proper
ty damage was not reported 
heavy, county roads and 
facilities have taken a heavy 
toll, and at least in two cases 
homeowners had to battle 
raging waters to save their 
homes.

T e m p e r a t u r e s  which 
ranged in the mid 90's, helped 
melt heavy Boulder Valley 
snowpacks last week. By 
mid-week bank-full waters 
were lapping the area.

County crews helped sand
bag Thursday at the Graham 
Woolsey ranch on the East 
Boulder River. This week 
Mrs. Woolsey said although 
her lawn was flooded, the 
sandbagging prevented ser
ious damage to their home.

Crews sandbagged at the 
Bob Elgas place to stop high 
water, threatening to flood 
bird pens and the home.

Friday it was the same 
story, but different circum
stances for the Jim Snodgrass 
family, whose home along the 
Boulder River was seriously 
threatened when a mid-river 
log jam diverted the main 
part of the Boulder River in 
front of their home.

Snodgrass, who had moved 
him and his family out of the 
home Thursday night, said 
*v!,en he came down to “check 
the water” Friday morning, 
about 10 feet of the land 
between the house and the 
river had washed away. While 
he watched, even more was 
eaten away, until the water

lapped at the foundations ot 
his house.

Crews were called and 
began a m assive rip-rap  
project to save the house from 
being washed down the river. 
Throughout the day Friday 
volunteer drivers h e l p e d  
bring material to the location, 
and Stanley Stenberg direct
ed the operation.

Crews dumped hundreds of 
tons of rock into the river to 
channel the flow away from 
the house.

Friday afternoon a crew of 
men took a boat to the middle 
of the river to attempt to 
remove the jammed logs. 
Attempts to free the logs by 
chainsaw failed, and finally 
workers used dynamite to 
blast the jam free.

John Drivdahl directed the 
work, and was assisted by 
Loren Pudwill, Ken and Don 
Powell, Sheriff K e n n e t h  
Thompson, Stan Todd, Dennis 
Beer, Bjarne Bjorndal and 
Dick Littell.

Drivdahl said a relatively 
small charge was used, 
how ever because of the 
shallowness of the material, 
the blast created a loud noise. 
Debris from the jam report
edly was tossed into the air as 
high as 200 feet.

Work continued Saturday 
morning as crews attempted 
to build another jetty  to 
soften the impact of the 
water.

Snodgrass plans to rein
force the rip-rap and to move 
back into the house when the 
water goes down.

The jam has changed the 
course of the river, forcing it 
down the once quiet Pig 
Creek in front of the house.

FURTHER down stream.

Mr. and Mrs. Walt Huffman 
had to sandbag to prevent 
damage to their cabins just 
east of the Highway 10 
bridge.

At one point the cabins 
were surrounded by water on 
three sides. One cabin was 
flooded, but Mrs. Huffman 
says the main damage will be 
from mud.

Tope Strobcl says a rip-rap 
project he did last year is 
“holding” but he said the main 
dike that was supposed to 
hold it in the river is out. High 
water has prevented him from

assessing the damage to his 
area.

Up and down the Boulder 
River, water is covering low 
pastures and fields, but no 
major damage was reported.

Doug Lowry, who is hoping 
to construct a housing devel
opment on property he owns 
near the Boulder, said part of 
the area planned for a park is 
under water. He said he can't 
determine how much damage 
was caused by the water until 
the river goes down.

Damage to the West Boul
der was limited to one

100-foot section of road 
covered by water. The prob
lem is near the West Boulder 
Ranger Station.

COUNTY OFFICIALS last 
week ordered the Main 
Boulder Road closed, although 
traffic continued to use the 
road most of the weekend.

The action was taken, 
officials say, because of fears 
that bridges in the area might 
go out. An unusually high 
number of visitors were in the 
area, attending special July 4 
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To review Beartooths

Forest Service 
plans new study

The United States Forest lead to the development of
Service has announced plans 
to begin a land use planning 
study in the Beartooth Moun
tains.

The work, to begin July 15, 
will include an inventory of 
resources, analysis of man
agement options, and a 
decision about the use of the 
lands.

The proposed study areas 
include a quarter of a million 
acres of land, generally north 
and east of the proposed 
Beartooth Wilderness.

The largest portion of the 
unit lies north of the Bear
tooths between the proposed 
Wilderness and the Forest 
Boundary, excluding the Gal
latin portion of the Deer 
Creek unit, for which a similar 
study was completed this past 
year.
'  In annoucing plans for the 
study, the Forest Service 
notes that management of 
surface resources is designed 
to prevent “ or minimize 
environmental impacts re
sulting from the exploration 
for and development of 
mineral resources allowed by 
the 1872 mining laws.”

Primary resources in the 
area are water, wildlife, 
recreation, (including high 
scenic values), timber and 
domestic livestock forage.

“HISTORICALLY, use of 
these resources has been 
essentially compatible and the 
Forest Service has been able 
to resolve conflicts on a 
case-by-case basis. However, 
the times have changed," the 
USFS statement says.

“Needs and demands have 
increased for primary surface 
resources, particularly rec
reation, so that the frequency 
of conflict, even within the 
different forms of recreation, 
are increasing at an alarming 
rate.

“In addition, mineral ex
ploration activities have been 
increasing within the highly 
mineralized Stillwater Com
plex, a five mile wide by 30 
mile long strip from Fishtail 
Creek east of the Stillwater 
River to west of the main 
Boulder. The potential that 
the exploration programs will

New flag 
for county

major mineral values is 
increasingly evident.

"If such development oc
curs, significant impacts are 
anticipated on other resources 
within the unit, but even 
greater impacts are likely to 
result on adjacent private, 
state and Bureau of Land 
Management lands.

"For these reasons, we 
believe a land use planning 
and management effort for 
lands of all affected owner
ships where minerals, recrea
tion, water, wildlife, ranching 
and other activities are inter
related is timely.

“Federal and state agen
cies, local government, mining 
interests, private land own
ers, and other concerned 
publics should be involved.”

THE STUDY is designed to 
help:

—Coordinate land use with 
that of adjacent areas;

—Establish and quantify 
standards for management 
and protection of soil, air and 
water,

—Establish compatible re
lationships to allow retention 
of major resources;

—Develop a coordinated 
minerals exploration and de
velopment program;

—Identify and quantify the 
total spectrum of recreational 
opportunities;

—Identify and develop the 
visual resources of the area;

—Establish guidelines and 
maintain and enhance wildlife 
habitats;

—Develop a transportation 
system to serve management 
needs for alternatives.

As proposed, the study 
schedule extends until the end 
of 1976. Data will be collected 
between now and Dec. 1, at 
which time the information 
will be reviewed an analyzed.

The draft environmental 
statement will be drawn up 
beginning next February, and 
mailed out before June. Public 
comments will be sought on 
the proposals until July, 1976, 
at which time hearings will be 
held.

Information gathered from 
the hearings will be coordi
nated and the final statement 
will be sent out in early 1977.

The flag of Montana will 
soon be flying at the Sweet 
Grass County Courthouse.

Commissioners M o n d a y  
morning agreed io purchase a 
flag, to be flown underneath 
the U.S. Flag, during the 
year.

Alice Hoofnagle appeared 
before the commissioners to 
request the second flag be 
purchased


