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HERE & 
THERE
By LARRY LOWARY

We’rc always mouthing off, 
it seems, about holidays.

Last weekend's July 4 
“vacation weekend” fell a t the 
right time for us—the paper 
was out.

But we're still not content— 
After three lazy days, it’s 
hard to realize it's all over, 
and time to get down (up?) to 
work.

We had a good time...but 
we’rc still itching from pesky 
mosquito bites, and wishing it 
were Thursday again.

BARBARA HART, who’s 
spending at least a portion of 
her summer on Martha's 
Island, Mass. (where she has a 
home) has been kind enough 
to send us copies of the 
famous "Vineyard Gazette," 
owned by New York Times 
columnist Scott Reston and 
his wife.

We appreciate the g e s - 
ture...and invite readers who 
are away (and within access of 
a local paper or papers) to do 
the same. We’re not asking 
for freebies... but we find that 
looking through other papers 
can be a big help. So, if you'd 
like to share another home
town paper with us, send 
them along.

AROUND TOWN: It's been 
a busy few weeks for 
members of the Church of 
God, who are doing some 
"foundation work." A base
ment was dug, and church 
members are now busily 
constructing walls and foun
dation supports for the former 
single-story church.

It was either good luck or 
the result of the holiday—but 
we took two bicycle trips 
around town this weekend 
and we didn’t  get chased by a 
single dog. And that’s some
thing!

It never fails—there’s al
ways a fire call (or two as 
happened Saturday) on a 
holiday weekend, when many 
firemen are out of town. 
Fortunately, both calls had 
happy endings.

H A D  J I M  Snodgrass 
charged admission at his place 
last week, we’re convinced he 
could have collected enough to 
have helped pay for a lot of 
the emergency rip-rapping he 
had done to save his home.

We doubt if the family kept 
track of the spectators who 
showed up—but we’d bet half 
of the county turned out at 
one time or another to watch 
crews haul load after load of 
rock to shore up his rapidly 
eroding bank.

Snodgrass, who admits he's 
talked about clearing the 
trees in front of his home, 
would have preferred to have 
done it some other way, we’re 
convinced.

We're amazed at his ability 
to stay calm as things 
continued to get worse before 
they got better—in fact at one 
point Friday morning he and 
his wife were playing host to 
visitors—serving coffee and 
donuts.

IF YOU haven't taken a trip 
to the cast or west recently or 
if you don’t use public 
transportation, chances are 
you're not aware of the 
inroads made by nonsmokers.

With increasing frequency, 
visitors to stores, restaurants 
and other public places are 
first asked if they smoke or 
not. The accommodations 
they get are based on their 
preferences.

At first the question may 
seem a bit personal—but we 
concur with the logic behind 

, the question. Individual rights
• ARE rights.

! IF LAST year’s boat float 
! was "exciting" because of high 
; water, think what awaits
• floaters this weekend!

We join other Big Timber 
businesses in welcoming float 
visitors...and we invite you to

• return again next week for 
> Pioneer Day, and in August
• for the Big Timber rodeo.
{ It's going to be a busy 
{ summer around here!

&

DUSTING OFF THE OLE ONES

Automobile 'attraction’
SEVENTY YEARS AGO 
JULY 13, 1905

LOUIS Topness, Grey Cliff 
had been injured by a kicking 
horse and O.H. Duffey of the 
American Fork Ranch was 
near death as the result of 
being thrown by a bucking 
horse in July 4 festivities at 
the ranch.

"AN AUTOMOBILE was, 
the attraction on the streets 
last Saturday evening. It 
belongs to Paul Van Cleve and 
was being operated by his 
son-in-law Harry Dugro. The 
family left for Melville in the 
machine on Sunday morning, 
and as no reports have been 
received since, it is presumed 
that the'pesky thing’ acted all 
right on the homeward trip.”

MRS. G.A. LOASBY held 
the record so far that summer 
for trout. She hooked an 
8-pound one out of the 
Boulder.

“THERE IS considerable 
inquiry for vacant houses in 
town. It will pay some one to 
build a dozen or more for 
occupancy this winter."

"THE HIGH school building 
is beginning to take shape. It 
will be a good looking building 
when it is finished.”

"IT IS TIME that the town

owned its own water for 
irrigating. A right in one of 
the ditches can be purchased 
now more cheaply than it can 
be acquired in a year or two. 
If the town owned 100 inches 
of water, it could put mains 
down each street and laterals 
on each cross street and 
supply the users of water at 
all hours of the day or night."

TWENTY-FIVE 
YEARS AGO 
JULY 6, 1950

AN OPEN house was held 
in the new rifle range in the 
basement of the gym. The 
material cost of the range was 
$2,664. All labor was donated 
by members of the commun
ity.

LOCAL YOUNG people 
attending the Lutheran Bible 
camp at Red Lodge that week 
were Alvin Sylling, Neva 
Jean Bccken, Dale Beck, 
Patsy Snyder, Catherine Ar- 
neson, Joan Westre, Joan 
Nunley and Sigrid Tollefson.

BIG TIMBERITES were 
again being asked to stamp 
their outgoing mail with a 
rubber stamp advertising the 
Big Timber Rodeo.

CARL FELDT had left for a 
year’s visit in Denmark.

FIFTY YEARS AGO 
JULY 9. 1925

MRS ANDREW Rickman, 
72, was killed by a gun 
accident at her daughters 
t Minnie Barrows) home in 
Nevada Mrs Rickman had 
been blind for 50 years at the 
tune of her death. She was the 
mother of 13 children, 12 of 
whom were born after she lost 
her sight.

A CROWD estimated at 
3,000 was in town to celebrate 
the 1th The Gateway Band 
from Livingston gave a 
concert in the morning, and at 
1 p m there was a street 
parade Rodeo events filled 
the afternoon A fireworks 
display was given in the 
evening, followed by dancing.

•AN OVERLAND and a 
Ford came together in front of 
the Stokes Market Tuesday 
afternoon It was the same old 
story of the driver of the Ford 
backing into the street with 
out looking. The Ford had a 
bent axle, a flat tire and 
damaged fender. The Over
land got a hole in the gas tank 
and a twisted fender."

"THE GIBSON Land Co. 
has transferred its main office 
from Billings to this city, 
opening in the building 
adjoining Phillip's Drugs. The 
office will be managed by 
F.M. Blake "

THE BIG Um
ber woolen mi l l ,  
shortly a f t e r  Its 
completion in July, 
1901. The first floor 
of the mill, used less 
than two years, still 
stands at the end of 
McLeod Street in 
Big Timber. Photo 
courtesy of Ka r l  
Bryan.

PIONEER VIEWPOINT
Attend Monday hearing: 
It’s an important one

If you’re interested in improving 
the quality of medical care in Sweet 
Grass County, plan to attend  
Monday's special hearing called by 
Sweet Grass County Commissioners.

The 10 a.m. session in the  
Courthouse will be to consider the 
allocation of additional funds for the 
construction of the building. Commis
sioners early this year allocated 
$84,000 for the project. After Tues
day’s bid opening session, the three- 
member group voted to hold a 
hearing to consider spending an addi
tional $71,000 for the structure.

We have—and will continue—to 
support the facility.

It’s needed to upgrade medical care 
in the county—and hopefully to 
attract additional professional health 
care personnel.

We recognize a price tag of 
$133,000 is no small sum. But then 
how can anyone set a price on the 
value of medical care.

This community has been fortunate 
to have been served by a number of 
highly qualified, dedicated doctors 
and dentists. But for their sake—and

the sake of the community—still 
others are needed to help.

The building never has been touted 
as a guarantee we will automatically 
find help. But it will help. And at the 
same time, local residents will be able 
to take' advantage of improved 
facilities at the local level.

With the exception of the fund 
drive to raise money for the Sweet 
Grass Community Hospital more than 
25 years ago, residents of the 
community have been asked to spend 
very little money to assure the 
continuance of quality medical service 
for the community.

Now is the time.
Revenue sharing funds are avail- 

able...and rightly should be spent to 
insure construction of the building.

The new professional medical- 
dental building needs to become a 
reality. But it can only be built with 
additional assistance.

Show your concern, show your 
support by a tten d in g  Monday's 
hearing on the additional allocation of 
funds.

Bow about an old-fashioned 1th
As if summer in Sweet Grass 

County isn’t busy enough, we’re 
going to propose an addition: A gala, 
"old-fashioned" July 4, 1976 extrava
ganza.

With the exception of the July 4 
fireworks program sponsored by 
Jaycees (this year, it was July'8 in 
conjunction with a donkey baseball 
game), the holiday is a pretty 
uneventful one in Big Timber.

We know there are plenty of other 
area activities (including at least 4 
rodeos), but is that any reason to give 
up here? Especially when next year’s 
Independence Day will celebrate the

nation’s 200th birthday?
We think not.
Community clubs and organizations 

could go to g eth er  to plan a 
spectacular event. Seventy years ago 
events included a community bar- 
beque, races, fireworks and a dance. 
Why not pattern next year’s July 4 
program after the old-time celebrá- 
tions? With a lot of planning, it could 
be a great day for visiting with 
friends and relatives...

How about it: Will we celebrate 
July 4, 1976 in style, or will it 
continue to be one of the most 
uneventful days of the year?

Another Montana attraction
We’re convinced Montanans do one 

of the best jobs we’ve ever seen 
promoting the state as a tourist area.

The Department of Highways 
map-brochure continues to be an 
excellent enticement to visitors and 
would-be visitors, despite economic 
conditions that several years ago 
forced a cutback in its size.

Now the Montana Travel Hosts, a 
division of the Montana Chamber of 
Commerce, has issued a full-color,

132-page booklet about the state.
The guest guide, which has been in 

the making for three years includes 
250 pictures—half in color.

It’s an interesting compilation, 
although we detect a few mistakes 
that needn't have slipped by editors. 
Copies are available at only $3.45 by 
mail. If you’d like one for your 
home...or if you want to send one to a 
friend, you can order them from the 
Montana Chamber of Commerce, Box 
1730, Helena, Montana 59601.

Closing warning made sense
We haven’t heard much yet...but 

we expect comments about last 
weekend's Boulder Valley “road 
closing" to be a popular topic this 
week.

To the seasoned local, whose 
four-wheel drive vehicle is capable of 
“leaping tall buildings at a single 
bound," the publicized closing prob
ably smacked of crying wolf.

Perhaps.
But we’re inclined to view the 

action differently.
Hundreds of the weekend visitors 

were NOT familiar with the area. 
Many were from out of state, and 
many did not have vehicles capable of 
fording washed out roads.

Visitors have the right to expect 
information about areas they plan to 
see, and officials have an obligation to

let them know what they can or might 
expect.

Therefore, the decision to close the 
road seems to have been a right one.

The fact that nothing serious 
developed is beside the point—the 
unpredictability of the river, the 
melting snow, and soil conditions 
were reason enough to recommend 
iimited travel.

We know officials who make the 
decisions aren’t always popular, and 
at times are the brunt of some pretty 
vicious comments. But these same 
people who have to take the heat are 
the first ones called upon in time of 
trouble.

They are constantly weighing 
factors to come up with the right 
decision.

Frequently, it’s not the popular 
one.

They Said:-
It is better to wear out than to 
rust out.
BISHOP R. CUMBERLAND

It Is one thing to show a man 
that he is in error, and 
another to put ‘him in 
possession of tne truth.

JOHN LOCKE

Choose an author as you 
choose a friend.

WENTWORTH DILLON

Misspending a man’s time is a 
kind of self-homicide.

GEORGE SAV1LLE

Satire is a sort of glass.

wherein beholders do gener
ally discover everybody's face 
but their own. J. SWIFT

In an orchard there should be 
enough to eat, enough to lay 
up, enough to be stolen, and 
enough to rot upon the 
ground. SAMUELMADDEN
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