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Mrs. Patterson 
notes birthday

Beulah Patterson of Big 
Timber celebrated her 89th 
birthday in Seattle and 
surrounding communities.

Five of her daughters were 
on hand: Mrs. Tom Johns 
(Ida), Washington D.C.; Mrs. 
Mary Williams, Santa Clara, 
Calif.; Mrs. Floyd George 
(Mabel), Rupert, Idaho; Mrs. 
Vernon B r y a n  (Beatrice), 
Lewiston, Idaho; and Mrs. 
Alice-Helen Kelsey, Seattle, 
Washington.

June 25, the official birth
day, 39 guests attended an 
open house at the Kelsey 
residence hosted by the five 
daughters. Mrs. Bess Kellogg, 
Big Timber, and her daugh
ter, Alice Elizabeth Johnson, 
husband, Roy, and son Bruce, 
were among the guests. Also 
Mrs. Patterson’s c o u s i n s ,  
Alice Pound Lake and Beth 
Pound Benedict, both former 
Big Timberites were there. 
Besides three grandchildren 
and seven great grandchil
dren, there were numerous 
friends and neighbors and 
other relatives who dropped 
in.

On June 26, a luncheon was 
held, and on June 27, a 
salmon-bake was given in 
Mrs. Patterson’s honor.

All about 
people
• The Edgar Johnsons, form
er Big Timber residents, are 
visiting from Santa Ana, Calif.

•  Mr. and Mrs. Bob Jarrett 
were hosts to a group of 
family and friends during the 
Fourth of July weekend. 
Guests included: Mr. and Mrs. 
Ray Jarrett, Great Falls; Eric 
Olsen, New York; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ron Jarrett and family, 
Helena; Mr. and Mrs. L.W. 
Hughes and Kim, Lodge 
Grass; Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Etzold, Forsyth; Raymond 
and Richard Felton, Spring- 
dale and the Jim Sandsnesses 
and Edna Jarrett, Big Tim
ber. The Ray Jarretts and the 
Ron Jarretts visited the Bill 
Jarretts Saturday.

• Guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry Hausserman, Reed- 
point, were Mr. and Mrs. Bill 
Baker and their three chil
dren, Laredo, Mo.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ken Belcher, Reed 
Point; Mr. and Mrs. Bob 
Potter, Reed Point; Mr. and 
Mrs. Arnold Belcher, Lavine, 
ML; Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dolan, 
Billings; George Hausserman, 
Kelso, Washington; Mr. and 
Mrs. Herman Hausserman, 
Lemon, S.D.; and Mrs. Pres
ton Sanders, Stockton, Calif.

NOW IN operatiaa in 
the county is this 
Caterpillar r o a d  pa
trol—the object on a 
minor controversy. See 
story.
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‘Grader’ controversy
The county’s new motor grader, 

purchased June 4 is now in operation—and 
it’s scraping up a controversy of sorts in 
the county.

The unit, purchased for $59,703 from 
the Tractor and Equipment Supply Co., 
Billings, was the highest priced of five 
bids submitted to commissioners.

The grader was purchased on a two to 
one vote—Casting yes votes were 
commissioners Ed Sell and Ray Esp (who 
had to break a tie), and voting against the 
purchase was Bjarne Bjorndal.

Because bids were advertised and 
normally let to firms or companies which 
submit the lowest price, the purchase has 
stirred comments.

The unit was $3,091 more than a similar 
unit bid by Hallmac, Inc., on a John Deere. 
The firm's price was $56,612.

And the grader was $19,200 more than 
the lowest priced unit, a Gabon grader, 
bid at $40,500 by the Allied Equipment 
Co., Billings. Two other bids, submitted 
by Rimrock Equipment, Billings, totaled 
$45,923 and $48,777.

ESP DEFENDED the purchase Mon
day, saying that to compare the high and 
low bid would be like comparing “apples 
and oranges."

The chairman, who had earlier indicated 
interest in the Caterpillar unit, said the 
grader purchased by the county is not 
comparable to a “plain road grader.”

He admits that for laymen it may be 
difficult to recognize the differences 
between the units, however, he contends 
they do exist

“There is a difference in efficiency

between an articulated and a non-articu- 
lated grader. It represents a new concept 
in steering and operation." Esp says he 
knows only of two firms who are 
producing the articulated machine—John 
Deere and Caterpillar.

“The new grader we have is a new 
concept in road equipment. It’s one which 
we hope will give us as much as twice the 
efficiency as the old one."

ESP SAYS commissioners earlier 
agreed to purchase the new type machine, 
but because of a change in the bid 
specifications in the paper, authorized by 
Bjorndal, firms submitted bids on the 
older “regular type" graders.

The comparison of the two has created 
an admittedly “awkward situation,” Esp 
says.

“There are lots of horse graders we 
could have bought for a lot less. But I 
believe we bought the machine that would 
do the most work for the least money we 
could buy."

Former Commissioner Ed Sell, who also 
voted for the purchase, said he did so 
primarily because the type of service 
provided by Tractor Equipment and 
Supply. He said the firm frequently stops 
in to see if it can find parts or service 
equipment.

“Service means something,” Sell said.
Bjorndal voted against the purcahse, 

indicating he felt the lower priced unit 
would have given the county a realiable, 
dependable grader at a lower cost, he said 
he felt had another firm been awarded a 
contract, similar service would be 
available in case of trouble.

News of record
Fire calls

Big Timber Volunteer fire
men answered two calls 
day. Fortunately, neither 
involved serious damage.

The first, at 7:43 a.m., was 
to the Town Pump gas 
station. Gasoline fumes from a 
truck filling an underground 
tank apparently were ignited 
by the station’s hot water 
heater, located near a door. 
Although the blaze first 
produced a high flame, em
ployes were able to douse the 
blaze with a fire extinguisher. 
The fire was out when 
firemen arrived.

An evening call, at 9:58 
p.m. was noted as a grass fire, 
six and a half miles south of 
town. The fire had been put 
out when firemen arrived.

The weather
The hot temperatures re

sulting in high river waters 
produced a threat to local

Mrs. Petersen 
wins award

A short story by a Big 
Timber woman has won third 
place in the Montana Institute 
of the Arts competition.

“Satisfaction Guaranteed,” 
a story by Gwen Petersen was 
named third place winner in 
the short-story competition.

property the past week.
Daily readings, courtesy of 

Jerry's Conoco Service Sta
tion, include:

July 1—High 83; Low 57; 
July 2—High 85; Low 65; 
July 3— High 90; Low 61; 
July 4-High 93; Low 73; 
July 5—High 93; Low 58; 

trace precip.
July 6— High 98; Low 59; 
July 7—High 89; Low 61; 

.07 in. precip.

Hospital notes
P a t i e n t s  remaining in 

Sweet G r a s s  Community 
Hospital, as of Tuesday after
noon include:

Bertha Cremer 
Herman Hoiland 
Jake Brummer 
Emily Gerwitz 
Patients dismissed during 

the past week include:
John Boe, Sr.

• Mr. and Mrs. Len Sanders 
hosted a pot luck dinner, 
Sunday, at their home on 
Spring Creek by Absarokee. 
Guests included G e o r g e  
Hausserman, Mr. Herman 
Hausserman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jlenry Hausserman and cou
sins, Charlie Frey and family 
and Mr. and Mrs. Delbert 
Huff, Carl Huff, and Mr. and 
Mrs. Chuck Burrows.

• Fourth of July guests at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Barton 
Bothman were Mr. and Mrs. 
Alton Rucker and Mrs. 
Bernice Thompson of Big 
Timber and Mrs. Eva Jo 
Gordon, Alvin, Doug and 
Jackie Gordon of Bigfork, ML 
The Gordon’s were overnight 
guests of the Bothmans. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bothman returned 
to this area from Bigfork and 
are making their home on the 
Opal Stephens ranch.

• Wednesday night dinner 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Barton 
Bothman were Mr. and Mrs. 
Alton Rucker, Mrs. Bernice 
Thompson, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dave Voldberg and their two 
children. The group was 
celebrating the twelfth birth
day of Terry Bothman.

Meetings
FRIENDSHIP CLUB

The Friendship Club met 
Monday at the home of Mrs. 
Elsie Larson. One member 
was absenL Marie Satre, who 
had knee surgery. Mrs. Marie 
Berland, a former member, 
was a visitor.

Business was conducted by 
president Mae Kjarmo. Mem
bers sang “Happy Birthday” 
to Agnes Refsland. The 
minutes were read by Evelyn 
Willson, secretary, and the 
members approved them. 
After the meeting was ad
journed, games were played 
until lunch was served by the 
hostess, assisted by Evelyn 
and Mae.

The next meeting will be 
Aug. 4, at Agnes Refsland.

Mrs. Stene wins 
at Cody show

A Big Timber artist won 
honors at the Cody Country 
Art League’s Western States 
Art Show, Cody, Wyo.

Darlene Stene was awarded 
honorable mention for her 
drawing of an elk. Bruce 
Haughey. Billings won the top 
prize, the Shoshone First Na
tional Bank Purchase Award 
of $500 for his work titled 
“Sleeping GianL”

According to the Billings 
Gazette, the show drew 
capacity crowds and will hang 
during July in the Cody Stock 
Center for public viewing 
from noon to 8 p.m. daily 
except Sunday.

Judges include Harold Ruth 
of Gallery 85, Billings, and 
Jim Bama and Nicholas 
Eggenhofer, both of Cody.

WANTED
MEN TO TRAIN AS

CATTLE BUYERS
National Company seeking men with farm 

background who desire to become a cattle and 
livestock buyer. Excellent salary and opportunity 
following brief training period.

No experience necessary. Do not apply unless you 
have a rural background and are interested in 
becoming a cattle buyer this summer.

We will be interviewing interested applicants THIS 
WEEKEND ONLY.
Call after 3 pm  Friday, July 1 1 1 all day Sat t  Sun. 
Lee Warren 406/494-3500 Butte, Mt

REHMER ELECTRIC
Electrical Contractors
P la y  it sa fe  w ith  licensed  
a n d  Insured E lec tric ian s

Residential— Rural— Industrial 
Installations, Maintenance and Repairs

Electric Heating — Lighting
Full line of Electric Supplies

16 Anderson Phone 932-3201 Big Timber, ML 59011

YELLOWSTONE RIVER
BOAT FLO A T

Join the Lions 
for supper 

Friday night.

Swiss StealT 
D in n er

M a s h e d  p o ta to e s , g ra v y ,

h a rd  ro ll, re lish  d ish , $ 0 0 0  
p o p  o r  co ffee . . . .

Lions C lu b
SUPPER

Friday, July 11

3 p.m. to ??
Sweet G rass  

C o u n ty  
Fairgrounds

Enjoy the  

1 9 7 5  B oat Float!

Swiss S teak $150. 
k S andw ich

p o p  o r c o ffe e

You don't need to float to e a t — Come as you are!

1973 2-Door

CHEVROLET
MALIBU

Low Mileage


