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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana

SATURDAY’S PIONEER DAY in Big 
Timber and lots of activities, from 
Shakespeare to square dancing, are planned. 
Stories on pages 4 and 10.

TAXABLE VALUATION of Sweet Grass 
County is slightly lower than last year, 
according to Assessor Marvin Barber. Story 
on page 3.

LIFE BEGIN at 40? Maybe for some; but not 
for Thressa Clark. Story, .picture on page 3.

CONSTRUCTION WORK on a new Highway 
298 bridge at McLeod, and a new McLeod 
Street building in Big Timber has begun. 
Stories on page 10.

BOULDER VALLEY News on page 7; 
Melville, Big Timber Notes on page 3.

CONSTRUCTION IS scheduled to begin by 
October on a 16-unit apartment complex in 
Big Timber. Story on page 8.

Med
Construction of a new 

c o u n t  y-owned professional 
medical building—a project 
discussed by local officials for 
more than a year—is sched
uled to get underway within 
the next few weeks.

Sweet Grass County Com
missioners Monday conducted 
a hearing on the use of an 
additional $71,000 in revenue 
sharing funds for the struc
ture, approved the allocation, 
and awarded a contract for 
the structure.

Low bidder on the project, 
to be build adjacent to the 
Sweet G r a s s  Community 
Hospital, was Todd Con
struction C o m p a n y .  Last 
week Todd submitted a bid of 
$133,514. Todd said Monday 
he hoped to begin excavation 
work “by the first of August." 
His bid for the building 
specifies a December 31,1975, 
completion date.

Revenue sharing funds will 
pay for the construction of the

building groundbreaking soon
building, and operating and 
maintenance costs for the 
structure will be paid through 
rental fees charged to doctors 
and dentists using the build
ing.

The building, designed by 
Johnson-Graham and Associ
ates, Billings, provides space 
for two doctors and two 
dentists, although William 
Ottem, who has represented 
the firm, said the space could 
be used for three doctors and 
one dentist.

A common waiting room 
will be located in the building, 
although separate reception 
areas will be maintained. An 
east and west entrance to the 
building is proposed.

The new building will be 
located just south of the 
hospital, and will be connect
ed to the entrance by a 
corridor.

MONDAY’S Contract a

warding comes just eight 
months after commissioners 
allocated $84,000 in revenue 
sharing funds for the project.

Explaining the develop
ment of the project, and the 
need for the additional funds, 
Ottem said the original plans 
were drawn without “input" 
from doctors who would be 
using the facility.

"Estimates were made with 
a smaller building in mind." 
Ottem said Monday.

Since then, at the request of 
doctors, and in consultation 
with others, the size was 
increased from 2,800 to 3,765 
square feet on the main floor, 
and a 1,500 square foot 
basement was added.

In addition, several changes 
were required to meet state 
health and fire regulations, so 
that the new building would 
not affect the status of the 
hospital.

Ottem noted that on the

basis of last week's bids, the 
adjusted square foot cost of 
the structure was $29.57— 
close to the original $30- 
square-foot estimate derived 
last fall.

The architect said although 
the bids were "a little higher 
than we were hoping for," he 
said the fact that the three 
low bids were within $2.300 of 
each o th e r indicated the 
building cost was "reason
able".

The additional $71,000 in 
revenue sharing funds, which 
commission chairman, Ray 
Esp, noted “are available and 
here for use" will help pay for 
the construction, architect’s 
fees, and other contingencies.

ALTHOUGH several per
sons asked questions about 
individual aspects of the 
building at Monday's hearing, 
no one voiced an objection, 
nor were any written ob

jections read to the use of the 
revenue sharing funds.

Alice Hoofnagle questioned 
the need for "operating” 
rooms in the building, and 
Ottem said that with the 
exception of a "minor sur
gery" area for the medical 
doctor, the other rooms were 
for use as “dental opera- 
tones".

Mrs. Hoofnagle asked about 
the installation of X-ray 
equipment, owned by Dr. 
Tom Ivey, in the building. She 
suggested doctors should use 
hospital X-ray facilities.

Ivey said he planned to 
have most of his X-ray work 
done at the hospital, but noted 
that by installing a second 
facility in the clinic, patients 
can save money on physical 
examinations.

By law, he said, X-rays 
taken at the hospital must be 
examined by a radiologist in 
Billings. "I usually do a chest

X-ray, and I can read those," 
he said, noting that if all 
X-rays were taken at the 
hospital, patients would have 
to pay an additional charge of 
as much as $20 for the analy
sis. "That would mean the 
physical cost would be in
creased by that much,” the 
doctor said.

Don Powell, who has been 
working with commissioners 
in drawing plans for the 
facility, said the second X-ray 
unit would "add flexibility" 
and in case of an emergency 
be available to the hospital. 
He said the additional cost of 
the room, about $4,000 ap
peared reasonable.

MAGGI BUTTRELL asked 
about the size of the corridors 
and doors to the X-ray room, 
and Ottem said they were de
signed to a c c o m m o d a t e  
stretchers.'The corridor in the 
doctor’s section will be seven

and a half feet wide, and the 
doors will be three feet 

Elaine Paulson asked if 
commissioners were satisfied 
that the partial basement 
would be adequate for the 
future.

Esp said the space was 
"larger than orignally in
tended,” and added that it 
would be used primarily for 
the heating system and 
storage. "I don’t know if it will 
be big enough," Esp said. “I 
guess we'll have to wait 10 
years and see.”

Mrs. Tom Lomeland asked 
about a new doctor who has 
indicated an interest in the 
community.

Ivey said he had met the 
doctor, who has had a four 
year surgical residency, and 
he “appeared to be impressed 
with the clinic idea and the 
town”.

Ivey said as far as he knows 
the doctor’s location "is far

from certain, but it's as close 
as we’ve been.”

In answer to a question 
about the exterior of the 
building, Ottem said it would 
have a brick veneer to blend 
with the hospital exterior.

The idea of a communi
ty-built office building for 
doctors and dentists has been 
used throughout the country. 
Locally, the idea was pro
posed in January, 1974, 
during the annual meeting of 
the Sweet Grass Community 
Hospital.

Lois Williams, administra
tor of the hospital, said then 
then “If we could find one, or 
better, two new physicians, I 
would like to see a clinic built 
next to or become a part of 
the hospital.

“They could use our labor
atory and X-ray facilities and 
we could afford to hire 
technicians for 24-hour co
verage.”

Road closing approved
On a 2 to 1 vote. Sweet 

Grass County Commissioners 
last week voted to close a 
portion of a county road just 
outside the cast city limits of 
Big Timber.

Sweet Grass County com
missioner, Bjarne Bjorndal, 
proposed the closing during a 
meeting of commissioners 
July 16. Bjorndal and Clark 
Engle voted in favor of 
abandoning the road, from the 
Old Boulder Road to 6th 
Avenue, and chairman, Ray 
Esp, cast the negative vote.

The agreement to abandon 
the county road included a 
stipulation that developers 
who had sought the change, 
provide an alternative north- 
south access until such time as 
Interstate 90 was completed.

The question of closing the 
road has been a point of 
contention among commis
sioners for several weeks. A

hearing on the request was 
conducted June 3. At a 
meeting June 19, commis
sioners Ed Sell and Bjorndal 
said they thought they had 
voted to close the road with 
the temporary road stipula
tion.

However, at a meeting 
June 23, a group of Old 
Boulder Road residents ob
jec ted  to the provision, 
seeking a permanent route. 
Objectors contended with the 
road closed, they would be 
forced to use busy Highway 
10 to get to and from town.

Two days after the hearing, 
Sell resigned his position, and 
June 26, District Court Judge 
Jack Shanstrom appointed 
Engle to fill the vacancy. Last 
week, Esp said he was in 
favor of closing the road, only 
if it met with wishes of the 
Boulder Road residents.

Last week’s vote on the

measure was taken near the 
end of business.

The closure will allow 
property owners in the area 
to go ahead with plans for 
creating a subdivision in the 
area.

A hearing on a preliminary 
plat for the subdivision is 
scheduled at 8 p.m., July 25, 
in the courthouse by the 
Sweet Grass County Planning 
Board, which must make a 
recommendation on the pro
ject to commissioners.

Although developers ev
entually hope to annex the 
area into the city, it now is 
outside the city limits and 
thus jurisdiction lies with the 
county. A newly appointed 
nine-member c i t y - c o u n t y  
planning board, which would 
have handled the request had 
it been set up and operating, 
has not organized yet.

Two plead notguiltyto drug charges in Billings
Two Glendive men, charged 

last week with possession of 
dangerous drugs, entered not 
guilty plea* during an ar
raignment Friday in Billings.

Douglas Doll and Perry 
David w rrr charged by Sweet

Grass County authorities July 
7. The following day officials 
located a substance outside a 
motel room they had rented in 
Big Timber.

The men were taken to Bil
lions Julv 10 and qppeared in

court the next morning before 
Judge Robert Wilson.

Doll posted $1,000 bond 
and was released to the 
custody of his father and 
David’s bond was reduced to 
$2,000 and he was released.

Physician-surgeon says he’ll locate

Doctors visit community
Two physicians, interested in Big 

Timber as a place to locate and practice 
medicine, were in town last week, 
according to Lois Williams, administrator 
of the Sweet Grass Community Hospital.

And it appears that one has made a 
decision to move to the community, she 
says.

He is Dr. Robert Hayter, Newport, Ore. 
Miss Williams says Hayter came to Big 
Timber Wednesday, “liked the com
munity, the hospital and our people, and 
before leaving purchased the (Myron) 
Stutterheim home”.

Hayter and Miss Williams met last 
week with county commissioners to 
discuss the professional-medical building, 
to be constructed adjacent to the hospital. 
The doctor indicated he hopes to move his 
wife, two high school age sons and grade 
school age girl to town by late August.

Also visiting Wednesday was a doctor 
and his wife, a registered nurse, from 
Minneapolis. Miss Williams says the 
doctor wrote her several months ago 
requesting information about the need 
and opportunities in Big Timber for a 
family practice physician.

“His letter was answered immediately 
and plans were made that he be here on 
July 8,” Miss Williams said. The doctor 
and his wife were given a tour of the 
hospital, shown plans for the medical 
building and introduced to Dr. Tom Ivey.

“They have a few other locations to visit 
in Montana, but are very much interested 
in Big Timber,” Miss Williams says. 
Should he decide to locate in the 
community, it will be a year before he 
could come, she says.

“He has one more year to complete a 
three-year residency in family practice at 
the University of Minnesota, so will be 
unable to come until July 1, 1976. But 
hopefully he will come. His wife is a much 
needed registered nurse,” Miss Williams 
says.

MISS WILLIAMS says Dr. Hayter 
learned of Big Timber’s need through an 
interesting series of events.

Several months ago a Boulder valley 
summer visitor, who lives in the east, but 
considers Boulder River fly fishing great, 
wrote Miss Williams suggesting the ads 
be placed in fishing magazines. “On one of

his summer visits his wife was in the 
hospital and liked i t  He apparently 
subscribes to The Pioneer and says he has 
read articles on our need for a' physician. 
He sent the address of two fishing 
magazines and suggested an ad be put in 
them for a physician.”

The ad was placed, and Miss Williams 
says the item attracted the attention of 
the Oregon doctor.

The ad also was of interest to CBS 
radio, New York. A staff member called 
Miss Williams for a five-minute interview 
about the ad, about local fishing, and the 
need of small towns for physicians.

“The broadcast apparently got national 
coverage,’’ Miss Williams says. “A letter 
was received from a Mrs. Jackie Phillips 
Pease, Phoenix, Ariz., a former resident 
and nurse in Big Timber wishing us luck in 
our endeavor.

A second letter was received from Mrs. 
Bea Westlund, San Francisco, Calif., 
saying she had heard the broadcast and of 
. . .efforts to find . . .  a doctor. Mrs. 
Westlund is a daughter of Ross and Bell 
Shaver, who published a paper here at one 
time,” Miss Williams says.


