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PIONEER VIEW POINTS

It’s not hard to see that 
things are happening

From the looks of this week’s 
Pioneer, it’s not hard to conclude that 
big things are happening in Sweet 
Gjass County. We’re excited to be 
able to report these significant 
developments:

—Approval of funds for the con
struction of the community’s pro
fessional medical building. Work is 
scheduled to begin within the next 
three weeks on the building which 
will house four doctors. As we've said 
before, the building has never been 
billed as a guarantee of another 
doctor for the community, but it 
certainly won’t hurt. Having medical 
and dental offices close to the hospital 
cannot but help improve the medical 
care available to persons in Big 
Timber. We salute Sweet Grass 
County com m issioners for their 
action Monday—it was a wise move.

—Interest in the community shown 
by at least two doctors. Hopefully 
things will develop to ease the burden 
placed on our local physician, Dr. Tom 
Ivey. This community has supported 
two or more doctors, and we have 
every reason to believe several 
medical practitioners will be able to 
enjoy “the good life” in Big Timber, 
while at the same time provide the 
community with urgently needed 
services;

—The announcement of construc

tion of a new 16-unit apartment 
complex by Frye’s, Inc. The new units 
are badly needed to ease the housing 
shortage in the community. We sus
pect builders will have little trouble 
filling the 16 units. In fact, the way 
the community is growing, we’re not 
sure whether the addition of the 
sizeable number of units .v.Ul have 
much of an impact on ii housing 
market.

But the units ARE needed, and 
we’re excited that the long planned 
project will soon get underway;

—New construction on McLeod 
Street. Work started Monday on 
another building, to be available for 
lease to a business or office concern. 
David Goosey, owner of the property, 
last year did his part to improve the 
community by tearing down two 
dilapidated structures to construct 
his new Quacker Barrel Bakery.

—Additional progress on a new 
housing addition to town. Com
missioners last week approved a pe
tition to close a portion of a county 
road just east of town, paving the 
way for development of the area as a 
residential housing project. Again, 
the homesites are needed, and the 
news that the project is edging its 
way through planning stages is en
couraging, indeed.

Local efforts, planning pay off
Perhaps it’s the’1 timing." Perhaps 

it’s the crowd.
But we’d like to believe it’s the 

people in Big Timber who make the 
annual boat float an enjoyable ex
perience for participants.

For all practical purposes, floaters 
seem to appreciate the welcome they 
receive in town, and fortunately, the 
community has been spared any 
serious trouble from the sometimes 
highly spirited visitors.

Apparently such isn’t the case in 
other communities along the way.

We don’t pretend to know why 
things have happened as they re
portedly have, but we do know local 
officials, businessm en and civic

leaders have gone out of their way to 
keep the annual outing a pleasant one 
for everyone involved.

That includes the City of Big 
Timber and Sweet Grass County Law 
Enforcement crew, the Sheriffs 
posse, merchants who provide hos
pitality pop and beer, bar and tavern 
owners who offer something to do 
after hours, and local organizations 
which serve rib-sticking food Friday 
and Saturday.

The presence of 200 to 300 
out-of-town guests out to have a “fun 
time" could create problems.

We’re thankful for local efforts that 
channel the energies of floaters into a 
good time.
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DUSTING OFF TBE OLD ONES

Use caution with teams
70 YEARS AGO 
JULY 20, 1905

WORK WAS being done in 
town, building and repairing 
streets and sidewalks. The 
city council issued this warn
ing: “While the work connect
ed with the streets and side
walks is being proposed, 
persons driving teams liable 
to become frightened by the 
operations of the engine used 
in connection with the mix
ture of the ingredients, are 
notified to use dire caution, as 
neither the town nor the 
contractors will be liable for 
damages occassioned in this 
manner."

A PORCH social was 
planned by members of the 
Guild at the E.O. Clark resi
dence. Cake and ice cream 
were to be served.

W.A. CLARK had returned 
from a sheep-buying trip. He 
had purchased 23,000 head 
which he expected to bring in 
the coming fall. Will Rea, Jr. 
had also been out buying, and 
reported he would be bringing 
over 25,000 sheep into the 
county.

"THERE WERE about 200

young Norwegians landed in 
Big Timber this spring. All 
these young men were placed 
and at work within a week 
after their arrival. Had there 
been twice as many, they 
could have secured positions."

THERE WAS a "scrap" at 
the railroad camp that week 
between two Italian laborers. 
One was badly knifed and 
treated by Dr. W.. Moore.

50 YEARS AGO 
JULY 16, 1925

MRS. JESSIE Evans,. 58, 
died that week. Mrs. Evans 
was born in Iowa and came to 
Montana in the 1890’s as a 
teacher. She taught in several 
Sweet Grass County schools 
and was elected County 
Superintendent in 1910 and 
1912.

THE CIRCUS was in 
town."Everything advertised 
was given and the universal 
verdict was that it was not 
only a good show, but one of 
the cleanest ever given." The 
afternoon performance was 
interrupted by a wind storm 
and Mrs. Carl Mosness and 
Mrs. Eli Hoyseth were in
jured by a swinging pole.

Neither were seriously hurt.

“ED BARTELS, who lives 
at the old Bartels ranch at the 
mouth of the Sweet Grass has 
taken up skunk raising as a 
side issue. Recently nine were 
found in an old cellar, the 
doorway was wired up and 
the animals given free access 
to the interior. Now the bunch 
numbers 32. They are fed 
rabbits, magpies and other 
fresh meat. There was a time 
when a skunk pelt had no 
value, now they .are worth 
12.50.

THE FIRE Departm ent 
was organizing a band. The 
total cost of getting it started 
was $275 and 14 members of 
the department were con
sidered "eligible" for band 
instruments.

25YEARS AGO 
JULY 13, 1050

BERNARD H E  T L A  N D  
was winner of a fly rod, line 
and reel, given for first place 
in the 3rd annual perch derby 
held at lower Glasston Lake. 
Bill Widdicombe won second 
place and C.W. Benson, third. 
Marjorie Brown took top 
honors in the women's divi
sion. The event was sponsor
ed by the Big Timber Rod and 
Gun Club.

Primitive fish provides plenty of excitement
By SAM GILLULY 
Montana Press Association

HELENA—Huge dinosaurs 
that roamed Montana 60 
million years ago are long 
since extinct. But another 
form of primitive life from 
that time has survived and is 
providing some of the most 
exciting sport fishing in the 
West. It is the paddlefish, 
found in the Missouri and 
Yellowstone rivers of Eastern 
Montana.

The paddlefish, sometimes 
known incorrectly as “spoon
bill catfish,” still remains 
something of a m ystery, 
according to William Alvord, 
Bureau Chief in the Fisheries 
Division of the state Depart
ment of Fish and Game. 
Although studies continue, 
much is to be learned about 
spawning and migration hab
its.

But in size and fight, the 
paddlefish presents the near

est thing to deep sea fishing 
that a landlocked Montana 
angler can find. Catches from 
20 to 80 pounds are common. 
The Montana hook and line 
record, and probably a world 
record, is 131 p o u n d s ,  
snagged from the Missouri 
river near the Fred Robinson 
bridge by Paul Frizee of 
Livingston in 1968.

Once common in most of the 
M i s s o u r i  and Mississippi 
drainage a n d  sometimes 
sought by commercial fisher
man, the paddlefish now 
appears more frequently in 
the upper Missouri, from 
Garrison reservoir in North 
Dakota and as far up the 
Yellowstone as the Intake 
dam near Glendive. Some 
have been caught on the 
Tongue and another fishing 
spot is in the dredge cuts 
below Fort Peck dam. Alvord 
has seen the fish in schools in 
the Fort Peck reservoir.

May and June especially 
see concentrations of fisher
man at Intake. The fish 
appear in numbers and the 
appearance is believed related 
to spawning habits. Heavy 
tackle is required and, since 
the fish appears to feed only 
on plankton—miniscule water 
vegetation—it must be snag
ged.

Since the early 1900's this 
t h r o w  b a c k  to prehistoric 
times was rarely taken, but a 
revival in numbers became 
apparent in Montana about 
1960. Since then, a limit of two 
has been placed on the fish, 
and some concern has been 
expressed about its survival.

The nearest relative to the 
Montana paddlefish occurs in 
China. The fish there is 
characterized by a long flat 
snout. There are theories 
about the snout, but most 
authorities agree it is just a 
left-over of evolution and

serves no purpose. Fish with 
paddles broken off seem to 
survive quite well.

But the paddlefish does 
have an unusual type of gill 
cover. Fisheries experts say 
the cover is probably needed 
to help accommodate the 
large quantities of water used 
by the fish in obtaining food. 
It is a "filter feeder," taking in 
water near the bottom and 
filtering out the food. Here, 
again some authorities say it 
is a strict vegetarian, while 
some say it will eat aquatic 
animal life. Stomach exami
nations in Montana point to 
the vegetation belief.

One thing is certain: the 
bottom feeder is a growing 
source of recreation in Mon
tana. Observers should not be 
surprised to see Montana 
drylanders carrying deep sea 
tackle and casting out lines 
with used spark plugs for 
sinkers.

OVER 200 friends gathered 
to celebrate the 25th wedding 
anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom McMahan.

TWO OTHER anniversa
ries were jointly celebrated 
that week. A double silver 
wedding party was held at the 
Cherry Creek school house 
near Shawmut for Mr. and 
Mrs. Henry Berg and Mr. and 
Mrs. Sam Strand.

THREE BIG Timber high 
school boys were named to 
attend Boys’State in August 
They were Bill Hoskinson, Joe 
Roemer, and Jack Armstrong.

THE REV. Clyde Roddy 
had accepted a call to the Big 
Timber C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  
Church.

Maderation, the no bleat gift of 
Heaven. EURIPIDES

The life which ia unexamined 
ia not worth living.

SOCRATES

BERE G 
THERE
By LARRY LOWARY

Montanans had a bit of good 
news this past week—only to 
have it dashed by another, 
negating announcement

Saturday we got word from 
Helena, th a t  the United 
Parcel Service, with head
quarters in Greenwich, Conn., 
has been granted authority to 
serve Montana— p r o v i ding 
coast-to-coast parcel delivery 
service.

The announcem ent said 
that service to  Montana and 
four other states (Arizona, 
Idaho, Nevada and Utah) 
would begin July 16— this 
week.

Monday's mail brought an 
a ir  mail notice th a t a 
Utah-based motor carrier has 
asked the Interstate Com
merce Commission to delay 
formal authorization of coast- 
to-coast service for UPS.

UPS officials have said they ; 
plan to fight the Utah firm's 
req u est for a delay in 
implementing service . . .and 
we hope they are successful.

OUR PAST experience has 
demonstrated UPS’s out -  . 
standing ability to provide an 
alternative package service 
for customers, both resi
dential and business. Without 
fail the familiar brown UPS 
trucks showed up on time to 
“deliver the goods" in com
munities we lived in in Illinois 
and Iowa.

Montana is one of two 
states in the lower 48 who 
have not been served at all by 
UPS. The other was Utah. 
The company has provided 
limited interstate service in 
parts of Idaho, Nevada and 
Arizona.

Although UPS may be new 
to Montana, it's certainly not 
a young company. Founded in 
1907, it served primarily as'a 
package delivery service for' 
department stores and speci
alty shops in major me
tropolitan areas until about 
1950, when it began ex
panding its service.

The firm’s original an
nouncement i n d i c a t e d  it 
planned facilities in or near 
Billings, Bozeman, Butte, Cut 
Bank, Glendive, Great Falls, 
Havre, Helena, Kalispell, Le- 
wistown, Miles City, Mis
soula, and Wolf Point. Such a 
network, connected by inter
city routes, 117 employes and 
115 vehicles, should have been 
capable of providing out
standing service for the state.

We have no bones to pick 
with the U.S. Postal Serivce 
and its parcel post service 
from Billings to Big T im ber- 
service is fast and reliable. 
But beyond that, and from 
places east and west, it’s dif
ficult to rely on delivery 
schedules.

Our experience is that with 
UPS, it’s a different story.

The firm guarantees se
cond-day service to Seattle 
and third-day service to Min
neapolis.

What's more, UPS provides 
pickup and delivery service 
directly to the premises of the 
user. The service is particul
arly useful in states where - 
many people live in remote 
areas. “No dwelling of busi
ness is beyond the reach of 
UPS service," a UPS spokes
man says. "If a vehicle can be 
driven there, UPS will go 
there.”

Rates are comparable to 
parcel post rates—and would 
be considerably more at
tractive than those from the 
Post Office if a new proposed ... 
rate schedule is adopted.

CLEARLY, then UPS could 
provide the state with a 
needed service. We’re  only 
sorry to hear some sore-head 
in Utah is so worried about 
losing a piece of the action 
that he might deprive persons 
in both states of an al
ternative parcel d e l i v e r y  
system.

READER
OPINIONS

I TO THE EDITOR:
Our comments in the view

point of the BN in refusing to

pay Buzz Flanagan $150 for 
the animal that was dan
gerously trapped on their 
property:

I feel that the BN should 
take quick action in paying 
Buzz Flanagan the $150 he 
asked for.

In my opinion, I think it is 
very cheap for such a big con
cern as the BN in refusing the 
$150. Many times before, 
lives!iH-k that had been hit on

railroad tracks had been paid 
for, and nothing had been 
said.

The railroad claims 200 feet 
from the center of the railroad 
tracks.

They should have to main
tain their fence like any other 
normal businessman and have 
their fences on the proper 
lines.

The only reason they don't 
want to pay the $150—it is

such a small amount^(is) they 
know that the owners of the 
animal won't hire a lawyer, 
because the lawyer will cost 
more than the animal is 
worth.

I sincerely hope that some 
of the higher railroad officials 
will read this editorial in an 
effort to make payment to 
Buzz Flanagan the $150 he 
certainly deserves.

SKIP PEDERSON
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