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Serving Big Timber and Sweet Grass County, Montana
BIG TIMBER Brownie, Junior and Girl 
Scouls had a busy five days last week at the 
Sweet Grass County Fairgrounds—it was 
day camp. Story, pictures on page 6.

PROCEEDINGS of the June meetings of the 
Sweet Grass County Board of Commissioners 
appear on page 8 of today's paper.

THE SALE of 1976 Bicentennial calendars 
continues. Story, picture on page 10.

TOM MORGAN reported an unwelcome

visitor at the fish hatchery this week. Story 
on page 10.

REGULATIONS clamping down on off-hours 
dumping at the Big Timber Landfill were 
ordered Monday night by the city council. 
Story on page 4.

IT S  ABOUT Rodeo time . . . tickets go on 
sale next week, and queen candidates begin 
preliminary judging events. Stories, pictures 
on page 3.

2 circus
shows
Thurs.

The circus is coming to Big 
Timber for the first time in 
many years. Want to make a 
day o f it? That’s okay say 
sponsors! Plan to arrive early 
at the Sweet Grass County 
Fairgrounds to see the "gi
gantic canvas city erected" 

, Thursday.
T ick ets  for the circus,

; sponsored by the Sweet Grass 
. County CowBelles and the Big 
[T im ber Lions Club, are 
' available for $1.50 (adults and 
! children) from club members 
: and $2 at the tent the day of 
■the performance.

The circus, which bills itself 
I as the “ third greatest show on 
earth,” will feature aerialists, 
contortionists, tumblers, jug
glers, wire walkers, clowns, 
h orses , llamas, elephants, 

'm on keys a n d  perform ing

T w o  90-minute performan
ces are scheduled for 6 and 8 

' p.m.

Parade
entries
sought

The Sweet Grass County 
Bicentennial Committee has 
agreed to help sponsor the 
1975 Big Tim ber Rodeo 
Parade—scheduled to begin at 
noon Rodeo Day—Aug. 10.

The theme for the event, 
according to Tope Strobel, 
chairman, will be “ Bicenten
nial.”  Persons who plan to 
en ter the parade should 
contact Strobel about their 
entry.

The parade route will be 
the same as in the past, and 
floats should meet at 11 a.m. 
at the Sweet Grass High 
S chool athletic field for 
judging.

One over-all best award will 
be given. This year's parade 
will feature seven categories: 
FFA-FHA and 4-H, civic and 
fraternal, bicycles, business 
people, individuals, unusual 
entries, and o l d e s t  and 
youngest cowboy-cowgirl

Entries will be judged on 
the basis o f originality, 
effectiveness of the entry and 
how well the entry meets the 
theme.

This year's parade will 
feature, among other things, 
the Billings American Legion 
Drum and Bugle Corps.

D uring a m eeting last 
week, committee members 
drew up a list of entry 
suggestions for this year’s 
parade. Members note that 
the list is just "a beginning" 
and that other "Bicentennial" 
themes can be entered.

Mountain men, trappers, 
s h e e p  business, medicine 
men, circuit ministers, July 4 
c e l e b r a t i o n ,  revolution
ary war. Supreme Court, 
historical c h a r a c t e r s  or 
events.

Congress, Supreme Court 
Decisions, trade wars, stage 
coaches, old schools and or 
teachers, ox teams, wagon 
trains, vigilantes, lumbering 
and logging.

Chautauqua, farming, old 
timers, panorams. prospect
ing. progress from then to 
now. early cars, old time 
machinery, music.

New highway 

caution signs 

are ordered

Four new signs, urging 
motorists to drive with care 
along U.S. Highway 10 in 
Sweet Grass County, will be 
installed soon, according to H. 
Dean Hart, federal state 
coordinator for the State of 
Montana.

In a letter to The Pioneer 
this past week, Hart says H.J. 
Anderson, director of High 
ways for the state of Montana, 
has ordered fabrication of 
signs to be placed in Big 
Timber, at Springdale, and 
near Grey Cliff, points where 
Interstate 90 narrows into 
Highway 10 through the 
county.

"I am enclosing a letter 
from Mr. H.J. Anderson.. 
Pursuant to directives from 
the governor, Mr. Anderson 
has proposed additional cau
tionary signs for the highway 
between Grey Cliff and 
Springdale.

"It is hoped they will be

erected as soon as fabrication 
is complete."

The four by six foot signs 
will read “ Pass With Care 
Next II Miles" on the stretch 
between Big Timber and 
Springdale. Signs reading 
"Pass With Care", "Narrow 
Road Next 9 Miles" will be 
placed between Big Timber 
and Grey Cliff.

In discussing the signs, 
Anderson cited an editorial in 
the May 28 Pioneer, which 
described a fatal accident 
about six miles east of Big 
Timber on the road. The site 
was the scene of a fatal 
accident earlier this scar.

“ Actually, the accident rate 
(1.6) between Grey Cliff and 
Springdale is less than the 
state average (2.7)," Ander
son says.

“ Although the sign legend 
‘ narrow road ’ is not a 
standard message for primary 
or secondary highways, we 
believe it aptly describes the

motorists experience when 
traversing an old two-lane 
road connected at each end by 
a four-lane interstate, es
pecially where this condition 
occurs in rural areas.”

The road from Grey Cliff to 
a point about halfway to Big 
Timber is 32 feet in width, and 
from there west to Big 
Timber is 26 feet in width, 
according to a map of the area 
submitted by Anderson.

The May 28 editorial 
suggested that several of the 
county's six fatalities could 
have been avoided had the 
interstate been completed 
through the county.

"For those of us who see 
thousands of cars which travel 
Highway 10 each day, it's 
painful to realize that unnec
essary delays in the road 
projects increase the odds of 
fatal accidents.”

In his letter, Hart chal
lenged the claim.

“ In fairness to the De-

partment of Highways, it 
should be pointed out that 
delay in the completion of 1-90 
across Montana has stemmed 
from the impoundment of 
Federsl Highway Funds by 
the Nixon and Ford adminis
trations and is not as a result 
of obstruction at the state 
level Mr. Anderson and his 
staff are to be highly 
commended for the job they 
are doing."

Hart also said “ nothing in 
this letter or in the attach
ments should be construed as 
an indication that the existing 
roadway is hazardous or 
unsafe. It is our hope that the 
additional signs will remind 
unfamiliar drivers o f the need 
for special care in changing 
from four-lane Interstate with 
two-lane roads."

Anderson said the signs are 
now being constructed, and 
installation is scheduled for 
later this summer.
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Pioneer Day
A time for fun, food, friendship

Pioneer Day again was a big 
success last week. More than two 
dozen groups, individuals and 
organizations sponsored booths 
ranging from a dunking tank to a 
pitchfork fondue meal. One of the 
most popular stands was that of the 
Trail Blazers 4-H Gub. Members 
dished out home-made ice cream 
most of the day. The stand 
attracting the most attention was 
that of the Grey Cliff Hillbillies 4-H 
Gub—the dunking booth. About to 
hit the water,one volunteer shows a 
look of surprise as she takes her 
first splash. (Pioneer photo ]

City Council begins battle with new budget
By LARRY LOWARY

City Council members re
freshed themselves with the 
proposed 1975-76 city budget 
Monday night—and agreed to 
meet at 7:30 tonight (Wed
nesday) to do some cutting.

The new budget—which 
includes all requests of de
partm ents and agencies— 
totals 60.1872—an increase of 
17.147 m ills or 39 per 
cent—from last year's ap
proved millage of 43.04 mills.

Although no decisions were 
made Monday night, Mayor 
McLean Clark and all council 
members let it be known that 
thc\ considered the total too

high.
During the session, as items 

were reviewed members Lois 
Bjomdal and Gary Propp 
were busy circling items on 
the proposed budget, and 
before they left, they an
nounced they planned to wage 
a "mini-battle" to reduce the 
total

The proposed millage in
cludes projections of ex 
penses, income and carry over 
funds. It does not include any 
revenue sharing funds, which 
can and probably will be 
applied to reduce the budget.

Because of an increase in 
the taxable valuation of city 
property, one mill will raise

$1,765.54 this year—up from 
last year's mill value of $1,658.

Although members must 
approve the preliminary bud
get by July 25, they will 
conduct a public hearing on 
the proposal Aug. 4, and will 
meet again the next Monday 
to finally approve the budget.

CLARK cautioned mem
bers to be careful to maintain 
and attempt to increase 
reserves for most funds. 
Reserves are used by the city 
and other taxing boards to 
"t id e "  the agencies over 
between tax payments, re
ceived only twice a year.

Clark said last year’ s

attempt to raise the reserve 
levels was not as "successful" 
as it could have been.

“ Had we raised the levy 
another five or six mills last 
year, we wouldn't have this 
increase staring us in the 
face," he said.

The mayor issued the same 
comments last year, when the 
millage was increased from 
38.6 to 43.04 mills.

The biggest levy increase is 
projected in the general fund. 
The council estimates that of 
the roughly $142,000 proposal 
a total of $77,313.89 would 
have to be raised by taxes. 
Such a budget level would 
require a levy o f 43.84

mills—almost as much as the 
total 1974-75 levy, and an 
increase of nearly 20 mills 
from last year’ s original 
proposal

INCLUDED in the budget 
are several new expenses 
including money for hiring of 
an assistant city attorney to 
deal with criminal cases, a 
mandatory increase in work
men’s compensation for city 
employes, and money for the 
city governmental study com
mission.

The city’s general bond 
obligation fund is estimated to 
require $3,226.18 in tax funds 
of 1.827 mills. This figure.

Clark noted, is fixed and 
cannot be adjusted to lower 
taxes.

The second largest levy 
figure is for the parks and 
playgrounds budget. The new 
proposal calls for $12,004.63 to 
be raised by taxation—for a 
total levey of 6.7994.

Members took no action, 
but did discuss whether the 
city could continue to afford 
offering a totally free summer 
program for the community.

Other budget figures re
viewed included:

—Streets and alleys, requir
ing $5.919.16 to be raised by

Continued on page 8

Fire danger 

not as high 

as year ago
Just a year ago, Big Timber 

Volunteer firemen spent the 
better part of three days in 
the Crazy Mountains, battling 
a stubborn forest fire.

This year conditions are 
considerably better. But Bill 
Jensen, fire control officer for 
the United States Forest 
Service, warns campers to be 
on the alert.

Jensen said Monday, infor
mation indicated a dryness 
factor of 50 per cent—mean
ing that about 50 per cent of 
the vegetation was green. A 
year ago the factor was 38 per 
cent.

“This district still is in a low 
rating condition,” he said.

“ We’ve had quite a green 
ground cover and there have 
been no problems y e t"

However, if the weather 
continues as it has, Jensen 
predicts potential problems 
for the middle of August until 
the first of September.

The almost daily rainfall 
experienced in the area is 
holding "fuel moisture up," 
Jensen said. However, light
ning which frequently accom
panies the rain could cause 
problems.

Jensen said he was con
cerned that "lightning could 
contribute to a 'sleeper' fire 
that could sit two or three 
days under moist fuel, then 
flare up when it gets dry 
enough."

VISITORS to the forest are 
asked to be careful with fires. 
So far this year, one unat
tended fire has been reported. 
"It was a small campfire that 
som eone left. A rancher 
reported it, and we put it 
ou t"

" C a m p e r s  and visitors 
should be careful, even 
though the conditions are not 
real dry. Make sure you put 
out all your fires," Jensen 
said.

The dryness factor is 
calculated each day, Jensen 
said, on the basis of data 
taken at two locations up the 
Boulder Valley.

The temperature, humidity, 
fuel moisture and wind speed 
are calculated each day about 
2 p.m. at Aller’s Boulder 
River Ranch and at Ed 
Webber's Ranch, about 10 
miles south of Big Timber
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