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Serving Big Timber, and Sweet Grass County, Montana

THE BIG TIMBER Grade School board of 
trustees and the Sweet Grass High School 
trustees met last week. Stories on pages 3 
and 10.

BOULDER VALLEY news on page 7 of 
today’s Pioneer.

COWBELLES held a fall meeting Tuesday 
in Big Timber. Pictures on page 10.

A WORKSHOP on reading and phonics is 
being scheduled Oct. 23 for Sweet Grass 
County teachers. Story on page 8.

THE SGHS HERDERS, who last week 
beat Boulder, have a chance Friday night to 
claim the division football title. Only one 
thing stands in the way—the Harlowton 
Engineers. Story on page 6.
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Golf course
drive reaches 
50% mark

A fund drive to raise $75,000 for construction of the 
Overland Golf Course passed the half-way mark as of 
Tuesday, according to Arnold Johnson, finance 
committee chairman for the golf club.

Johnson said Tuesday noon that the total stood at 
$40,350—53.8 per cent of the goal.

Members are working to raise the total amount by 
the end of the month, when an application for federal 
matching funds must be submitted. Backers note that 
although contributions or pledges after that date can 
be used for the project, funds raised before then can 
be counted to help secure matching money.

The kick-off fund drive for the course was started 
Oct. 5. During the first three days contributions 
totaled $21,250. This past week another $19,100 in 
pledges and contributions were given.

Money will be used to match federal assistance for 
the proposed course, estimated to cost about $220,900. 
Attorney and Mrs. Elnor Overland have donated 82 
acres of land for the course, Co be just cast of town.

BurOHu of Outdoor Recreation (BOR) funds will 
match'faverUn<rs*1in<r gift— appraised at between 
$67,000 ind $82,000—and half of the construction costs 
of the course. The local share will require about 
$75,000.

Once the facility is completed and in operation, 
supporters say the county operated course is expected 
to pay for itself through memberships and green fees.

In a readers opinion in today’s paper, Johnson says 
that “analyzing other similar courses, it (the Overland 
Golf Course) definitely will be (self-supporting), and 
easily could provide a cash profit return to the county.

"Also, besides a direct cash profit to the county, it 
will attract people to settle in Big Timber, build new 
homes, and thereby provide a wider tax base which 
eventually will lower your taxes.”

CLUB OFFICERS note that because the facility will 
be operated through the county, contributions arc tax 
deductible for the year they are given. Pledges cannot 
be claimed on tax returns until such time they are 
paid.

Pledges being taken may be paid this year, during 
1976 or until April 30, 1977.

PLEDGES and contributions given this past week 
included:

Sweet Grass Creamery and Dairy, $1,000;
Ed and Betty Argenbright, $100;
Elaine and Charles Mueller, $500;
Klindt Pharmacy, $500;
Frang Agency, $500;
Dr. Edward Peake, $100;
Don and Verna Blair, $100;
Oscar Stephens, $100;
Big T Super, $1,250;
Pete Kelly, $150;
John and Carol Kirby, $100;
Mabel and Con Smart, $100;
Frosty Freez,$100;
Ullman Lumber Co., $500;
Park Motel, $100;
Motel Western, $300;
Donna and Jack Cooper, $500;
Joe Underberg, $100;
Richard Henthorn, $100;
Reed’s Welding, $100;
James Baldwin, $1,000;
Johnt Brekke, $25;
Tom Roe Construction Co., $1,000;
Lawrence and Tookie Gee, $10;
Ruth Schuler, $500;
Bob and Lorraine Cooney.  ̂$500;
Anonymous, $500;
Anonymous, $15;
Patty and Vance Ramberg, $500;
Maggi and Claude Butlrell, $300;
Gary Boe, $150;
Ames Exxon Station, $500;
Stephens Auto Supply, $1,000;
Ben Franklin Store, $1,000;
Ken Powell, $400;
Norman and Lorraine Starr, $1,000;
Gordon and Lora Whitney, $750;
Ben Richard, $1,000;
Gene D. and Olga M. Middleton, $50;
77 Ranch, Roger Whidden, $500;
Elizabeth Whidden. $200;
A & W Root Beer, Larry Rostad, $500;
Big Timber Cable TV. $1,200;

Weekend snow and rain, 
not a pleasant mid-autumn 
occurance for many, should be 
welcomed by hunters, who 
Sundav -»re expected to take 
".n the hills.”

County Commissioner Ray

Harold Boe. $200.

Rain, snow 
helped out
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At the wheel
Vince Kunda is a guy who 

likes to get his hands dirty.
When he’s not working with 

his students, he often can be 
found hunched over the 
potter’s wheel in his basement 
creating his Crazy Mountain 
Pottery.

A native of Wibaux, Kunda 
last attended a seminary for 
three years before deciding 
not to enter the priesthood.

“I always wanted to be a 
priest when I was a kid. I 
thought I did anyway," he 
says.

After leaving the seminary, 
Kunda, 32, attended school in 
Dickenson, N.D. He majored 
in art and minored in biology 
and speech. ^

After graduation from col
lege, he taught school for two 
years in Wibaux, two years in 
Bridger and two years in 
Hardin before joining the 
Sweet Grass High School 
faculty in 1972.

Kunda s a y s  he became 
interested in creating pottery 
when "I was expected to teach 
it" in Hardin.

Learning to use the potter's 
wheel was not difficult, it took 
a lot of time. At that point, he 
and his students learned 
together.

Kunda said it was in Hardin 
that he first began using local 
clay.

"The school district over
spent their budget, conse
quently, the next year I was 
there they had to cut the 
budgets for some of the 
classes," he said. One such cut 
was art class clay.

"The kids liked working 
with the wheel, so I found a 
place to dig and we used 
that," he says.

As their proficiency in
creased, Kunda and several of

his students decided to try 
selling their pottery to tour
ists visiting the Crow Indian 
Reservation and Custer Bat
tlefield National Monument.

Things tourists buy are 
usually made in Japan, Kunda 
explained. He thought “a 
better token of a visit would 
be something made right 
there."

The idea, which never 
became a reality, was to make 
and sell vases, bowls and 
other small items. "Tourists 
like small things they can 
pack away," he said.

Since he originally decided 
to sell some of his creations, 
Kunda’s Crazy Mountain Pot
tery has been sold in Klindt's 
Drug and Moiintainart in Big 
Timber and in Cobwebs and 
Crafts in Nanticoke, Pa.

"I think local people have 
bought more than tourists," 
he laughs.

Today, Kunda said he 
usually " t h r o w s  pottery" 
about half the summer. “I 
could work on it all summer. I 
really don’t have time to do 
much during the school year."

Besides teaching art, Kun
da teaches general science 
and communication, is speech 
and drama advisor and works 
as a part time painter for Art 
Sell.

The potter says his skills 
have come a long way since he 
first began making vases in 
Hardin. He admits, however, 
it was easier to teach students 
to throw pottery before he 
mastered the art.

“Now they see what I make 
and try to imitate me and do 
things that are a little too 
difficult," he explained.

According to Kunda his 
wheel-thrown pottery is made 
from a mixture of commercial

'-■•VñH'fK'.... 
• - " » ^

In his spare tim e Kunda keeps busy at his potter's wheel.

stoneware and local clay, fired 
to about 2150 degrees Fahr
enheit. Local clay melts at this 
high temperature and bub
bles, giving the pottery a 
speckled and slightly rough 
texture.

He said no leaded glazes are 
used on the inside surfaces of 
his pottery so all the pieces 
arc safe for food and bev
erages.

When it is time to put the 
finishing touches on the 
hanging pots, mugs, pitchers, 
vases, bowls, etc., Kunda said 
his wife. Audrene. is a big

help. She does all the 
macramè for the hanging pots 
and helps a lot with glazes, he 
explained.

Mrs. Kunda says she tried 
trowing some pottery but 
gave it up when she could not 
learn to center i t

Aside from throwing pot
tery, Kunda has used his 
creative talents to cover a 
couch and make some lamps 
for his home.

He also said he likes to 
hunt, but does not care much 
for fishing. “I like to fish when 
they’re biting," he says.

Two arrested, charged 
in Cole Drug burglary

Two Laurel men, arrested 
Friday, are being held by 
Sweet Grass County authori
ties on charges connected 
with the burglary of the Cole 
Drug Store last week. A third 
person, a Billings juvenile, is 
being held in Yellowstone 
County by juvenile authori
ties.

Drugs, a drug scale, a 
pharmacy book and change 
from a register—with a total 
value of about $400— were 
taken from the store between 
11 p.m. and midnight Oct 8. 
Entry to the store was gained 
by breaking a rear door 
window and cutting metal 
bars on the door.

Being held on $7,500 bond 
each are James M. Cantrell 
and Robert Dawson. Sheriff 
Kenneth Thompson says be
cause of "security reasons"

Esp said Tuesday that the 
moisture provided by the 
early blast of winter was 
sufficient enough for the 
county to withdraw its re
quest that the area be closed

Cantrell is being held in the 
Sweet Grass County Jail, and 
Dawson is in the Wheatland 
County Jail in Harlowton.

Olson says warrants for the 
arrest of the two men were 
issued Friday after search 
warrants were obtained from 
Yellowstone County authori
ties. Dawson and Cantrell 
appeared before Justice of the 
Peace Rose Crockett Satur
day morning and bail was set. 
Big Timber Attorney James 
Tulley was appointed to 
represent the two men.

OLSON SAYS d i s t r i c t  
court charges against the two 
will be filed Thursday, when 
Judge Jack Shanstrom will be 
in town for a law-in-motion 
day.

Thompson says a car owned 
by one of the men was noticed

to hunting.
Last week officials met with 

rep resen ta tives from four 
neighboring counties to re
quest that the governor close 
the areas to hunting because 
of dry conditions. Commis-

near the store about II p.m. 
Oct. 8. Deputy Ed Brannin 
went to the Sheriffs office to 
check out the vehicle and 
when he returned, the car was 
gone.

Brannin contacted Colum
bus authorities who took 
down the names of the men in 
the car when they stopped 
there for gasoline early 
Thursday morning.

Acting with information 
obtained from area authori
ties, Brannin and Deputy 
Tyler Molzahn were in Bil
lings Thursday, Friday and 
part of Saturday obtaining 
search warrants and working 
with Yellowstone County of
ficials on the case.

The men were brought to 
Big Timber for Saturday’s 
hearing, and then were jailed, 
Thompson says.

sioners acted on the request 
of property owners, who had 
expressed fears that once a 
fire started, it would be hard 
to contain because of ex
tremely dry conditions and 
long grass.

For hassle-free outing 
check hunting rules

Hunters who want to have a hassle-free 
outing this year should read and be aware of 
regulations, according to Floyd Thomas, 
warden for the Montana Department of Fish 
and Game.

Although antelope season is now open, the 
"crush" of hunters are expected to take to the 
outdoors this weekend, after the general 
deer and elk season opens Sunday.

"It’s important for hunters to check out 
their maps, too," Thomas says. In the 
immediate area, Thomas notes "there have 
been a number of changes in districts and 
quotas. Many two-deer areas are now 
one-deer areas.

“It's important that hunters know the 
changes that have taken place since last 
year," he says.

Thomas, whose job is to enforce state laws 
and regulations dealing with hunting, says 
he's anxious to preven t unnecessary 
confrontations.

"We’re anxious to do all the preventative 
work we can so that hunters will have a good 
outing."

TO THIS end. Thomas has outlined 
regulations that hunters should follow;

IT IS UNLAWFUL
—with the exceptions of bears and 

mountain lions, to waste any part of a game 
animal suitable for food;

—to hunt or to take any game animal 
without having a valid license on your

person;
—to transfer your license or use any 

license or tag issued to another person;
—to shoot from or across any state or 

federal highway or county road;
—to shoot or attempt to shoot game 

animals with the aid of artificial light;
—with the exception of archers during 

special archery seasons, it shall be unlawful 
for any person to hunt big game animals or to 
accompany any hunter as an outfitter or 
guide without wearing exterior garments 
above the waist totaling not less than four 
hundred (400) square inches of hunter 
fluorescent orange material, visible at all 
times while hunting;

—to shoot game animals or game birds 
from an automobile or other self-propelled 
vehicle;

—to hunt any game animals or game birds 
or to carry or discharge any firearms or 

i create any other unlawful disturbance in any 
game preserve;

—to purchase more than one of the same 
kind of game license during one license year;

—for persons under twelve (12) years of 
age to purchase hunting licenses or hunt 
game animals or game birds;

—to use a self-propelled vehicle to 
concentrate, drive, rally, stir up or harass 
game or fur-bearing animals;

—to cast a spotlight from a motor vehicle 
when in possession of a firearem or other

Continued on page 3


