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Serving Big Timber, and Sweet Grass County, Montana
PER CAPITA liquor sales for the 
three-month period of July, August and 
September topped the $17 mark. Story on 
page 7.

SWEET GRASS High School trustees last 
week met with delegates from the Big 
Timber Rifle and Pistol Club. Story on their 
discussion and other aspects of the board's 
regular December session on page 10.

RIG TIMBER Grade School trustees also met 
last week. Story on page 4.

PLANNER HENRY Oldenburg discussed 
procedures for development of subdivisions 
(including mobile home parks) with the City 
Council Monday night. Story on page 8.

TOP RANKED SGHS Herders won two 
conference games last week—Friday they 
beat Boulder and Saturday they toppled
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Slippery blanket 
of white stuff

A NEARLY nine-inch m m w , which fell Monday 
afternoon, created a holiday atmosphere and problems 
far ranchers whose hay lay buried under the blanket of 
white stuff. Weekend snow was drifted by a Sunday 
bliuard, and Monday's snow only added to the 
problem. For a time Monday afternoon and evening 
Highway 10 between Big Timber and Livingston was 
closed. [Pioneer photo ]

Coverage may be hiked

Council views 
city insurance

City Council members Monday night 
got a “mini-course” on insurance. And 
before the two and a half hour discussion 
ended, members:

—Agreed to increase values on city 
buildings in a new policy to take effect m 
February:

—Found out that with only a few 
exceptions, city vehicles are not covered 
by loss from fire; and

—Were told that despite policy 
language which remains vague and 
uncertain, city employes are covered 
while performing their duties for the 
city.

Appearing before the council was 
Robert Simmons of the Frang Agency, 
the local insurance agent with which the 
city has its policy, and Howard Bailey of 
the Northwest National Insurance Co., 
Helena.

Two weeks ago council members 
indicated an interest to review their 
policy to be in a better position of 
knowing what to seek in another pact 
which must be written in February.

Also on hand for Monday's meeting 
with assistant city attorney Conrad 
Fredricks, who questioned Simmons and 
Bailey about language of policies.

He said it appears that the wording of 
the policy covers only elected or 
appointed city officials.

Bailey admitted the language appear
ed vague, but said more than half a 
dozen times in answer to the question, 
that all city employes were covered 
while performing their routine tasks.

DURING the discussion, Mayor 
McLean Clark expressed "shock" that 
most of the city vehicles are not covered 
for loss by fire. Exceptions include the 
two city police vehicles and the city’s 
garbage truck.

Members discussed adding coverage 
of at least one unit^-the city's 1957 
model fire truck—to the next policy, but 
no decision was made.

Reviewing the policy, Bailey said the 
city now has $164,850 in coverage for 
city buildings, $65,000 for contents, and 
$1,600 for “property in the open."

Because of inflation, he suggested 
increasing the building coverage by 
$44,282. Later council members accepted 
his figures, but agreed to add an

additional $5,000 to the total, to cover 
recent improvements at the Carnegie 
Library.

IN OTHER action Monday night, 
council members agreed to vacate a 
dedicated but unused "street" north of 
Yellowstone Avenue to adjoining prop
erty owners, the Victor Tronruds.

The action was a follow up of a request 
made two weeks ago by Tronrud's son, 
Vic Jr., to "trade" the city for the land. 
At that time Tronrud noted that a part 
of the city's extension of McLeod Street, 
north from Yellowstone Avenue, aclu 
ally was on his parents’ property.

Member Lois Bjorndal said she was 
concerned about simply giving away the 
property, with an estimated 5,000 feet 
(slightly more than a city lot). "A lot of 
people have asked why we should give a 
portion of the dedicated road. Why 
shouldn't we get something out of it," 
she said people have asked her.

Mrs. Bjorndal said even though the 
road is on a portion of the Tronrud 
property, it appears that by use over the 
years, the city could claim the property.

Member Oscar Stephens said he 
objected to that approach. “The taxes 
that the land will bring will more than 
pay for what we could get out of it," he 
said. "And it would cause no hard 
feelings."

City Clerk James McCauley suggested 
a plan, which council members agreed 
to—the exchange of the property for an 
easement to the existing road right-of- 
way, with the stipulation that the 
Tronruds pay all legal fees to close the 
street and give the city the easement

McCauley said the plan would 
eliminate the insinuation that the city 
was "just giving land away." He first 
suggested trading land for land, then 
charging for the additional piece of 
property. However, he said that plan 
would require that the additional 
purchase price (bantered at $100 
Monday night) be listed in records as a 
fee gained for closing the street. "And 
that probably wouldn't look too good in 
the books," he said.

MONDAY night, the council also:
—Discussed a project to install 

Contiaued frwa page 1

Early deadline for next Pioneer
Because of the Christmas holiday— 

and because of the problems of 
distributing papers to rural readers— 
next week’s Pioneer will be printed a 
day early.

Although the paper will still carry a 
Wednesday date, it will be printed 
Tuesday. Copies will be placed in the 
Post Office early Wednesday morning so 
that they can go out to rural subscribers 
in time for Christmas.

However, to do this, it's necessary for 
us to work this weekend. Readers and 
advertisers are asked to help bring in

ads and copy as early as possible. The 
deadline for news will be noon Monday 
and advertising deadline wilt be 9 a.m. 
Monday.

The Pioneer office, normally closed 
Saturdays, will be open until noon this 
week.

Next week, The Pioneer will be closed 
at noon Wednesday (Dec 24) so 
employes may enjoy the holiday with 
their families.

Your help in meeting our unusual 
deadlines will be appreciated.

Santa to visit town Saturday
The Big Timber Fire Hall will be a 

busy place Saturday afternoon—the 
North Pole’s most famous resident will 
be on hand to greet children.

The Big Timber Lions Club has made 
arrangements for a visit by Santa Claus 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday. In addition to 
"bending an car," Santa will be busy 
distributing treats provided by the «Jons 
Club.

Another pre-holiday activity Saturday 
will be Cue traditional Christmas movies, 
sponsored by the Big Timber Jayeees. 
The two movies, "The Horse with the 
Flying Tail” and “The Country Coyote 
Who Went to Hollywood", will be shown 
at 1 p.m. in the high school lunch room. 
There will be no admission.

In preparation for the holiday season, 
a number of Big Timber businesses will 
continue special Christmas shopping 
hours through this week.

Stores, which will be open until 9 p.m.

tonight (Wednesday), Thursday, Friday 
and next Monday and Tuesday will 
include:

Gambles, Cole Drug, Western Plumb
ing and Heating, Klindt’s Pharmacy, 
Rue’s TV and Appliance Center, Bob's 
Sport Shop, Robbins-Gust, Coast-lo- 
Coasl, Sol berg*, and Ben Franklin Store.

Next week's Pioneer will include the 
traditional Christmas greetings from 
area merchants and individuals.

The section will feature letters to 
Santa from area youngsters, and an 
original Christmas sketch, created this 
year by David Hodges. A limited 
number of complimentary sketches will 
be available after Christmas.

Children who want to make sure their 
letter to Santa appears in next week’s 
Pioneer are reminded they have until 
Saturday to deposit it in a special box at 
the Ben Franklin Store.

Up and 
down

Mike Loaf, workiag Sell and Sell Paint 
Contractors, aaad* walls in the new county 
professioaal a e d k d  building as the deadline lor 
completion • (  the structure—which will house offices 
of two doctor« oad two deatiots-nears. Ceilings in the 
building, adjacent to the Sweet Grass Community 
Hospital, arc to he botched beginning this week. Left 
to be done is some mechanics! work, installation of 
cabinets, and carpeting. Prime contractor Stan Todd 
hopes to have the building ready for occupancy shortly 
after the first of the year. (Pioneer photo]

Holiday r 
activities

planned
A variety of Christmas related activities are planned by 

various school groups and churches in Big Timber during 
Christmas week.

BRENDA WESTLING’S pre-school students will 
entertain at the Pioneer Home at 10 a.m. Dec. 22.

THE REV. EUGENE Niiscn says the Melville Lutheran 
Church will present its program at 7 p.m. Sunday at the 
church in Melville. The program will be followed by a 
fellowship hour. At 4:30 p.m. Dec. 24 the church will hold a 
Christmas Eve candlelight service, he says.

The Big Timber Lutheran Sunday school will present its 
program at 2 p.m. Dec. 21 with Christmas eve services at 
7:30 p.m. Christmas Festive Service will be at 10 a.m. Dec. 
25.

ANOTHER CANDLELIGHT service will be held at the 
Evangelical Church of North America according to the Rev. 
Richard Kicnltz. The service will be at 6 p.m. Dec. 24 and a 
Sunday school program is scheduled for 4 p.m. that day.

FR. ROBERT Shelley of SL Mark’s Episcopal Church has 
organized an "ecumenical caroling sojourn" with the 
Lutheran, Catholic, and Congregational churches. He says 
carolers will start at SL Mark's at 5:15 p.m. Dec. 24 and carol 
at the Pioneer Home at 5:30 p.m. Carolers will return to the 
hospital and carol through the halls and then tour churches 
associated with the group where they will view decorations 
and offer prayers, he says. Carolers will be furnished song 
sheets and "all young and young minded persons" are 
invited to join the carolers, Mr. Shelley says. At the 
conclusion of the tour carolers will assemble at SL Mark’s for 
cookies and cocoa.

Mr. Shelley says regular Christmas service will be held at 
11 p.m. Dec. 24 at SL Mark's.

SPEAKING for the Assembly of God church, Mrs. Robert 
Leinard says the church will have a family party Dec. 20 to 
decorate the church tree. Each family will bring home made 
candy. The church program will be at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 21 and 
is called “We’ve a Story to Tell’', Mrs. Leinard says.

THE CONGREGATIONAL Church will hold its 
Christmas Sunday service at 11 a.m. Dec. 21 according to 
the Rev. Oliver Tanquary. At 4 p.m. the church school 
Christmas program under the direction of Joanne Stief will 
begin, followed at 5:30 by the children breaking pinatas and 
pot luck.

There will also be a Christmas eve candle lighting 
communion service at 8 p.m. and again at 11 p.m., he says.

EVANGELICAL Free church will hold a family Christmas 
service beginning at 11 a.m. Dec. 21 according to the Rev. 
William Wohlers who will speak on "Mary’s Great Son". 
Special Christmas music will be directed by David Roys, he 
says. At7:30 p.m. Jennie Roys, Marion Reidelbach and John 
Morrison will direct a special Sunday school program, "Come 
Listen to the Story". Music will be provided by Ellen 
Morrison. Christmas Eve services will begin at 7:30 p.m. Mr. 
Wohlers says. The public is invited to attend the service 
whose theme will be “The Hope, Joy and Devotion of 
Christmas".

FR. JOHN Haligowski of SL Josoph's Catholic Church 
says there will be a special children’s mass at 9:30 a.m. Dec. 
21 After the mass the children will set the creche in place 
followed by singing. A pot luck dinner will be held in the 
parish hall and afterwards candy will be distributed to the 
children, he says.

A special Christmas mass will be held in Reed Point at 8 
a.m. and in Rig Timber at lO a.m. Dec. 25. Midnight mass 
fill be ¡u 12 p.m. Dec. 24.


