
Page 14 -  THE BIG TIMBER PIONEER -  Wednesday, December 24,1975

Pioneer reader opinions
Continued from page 12
with high prices. Suddenly everyone is 
wondering why there are so many store-front offices in town, and so many empty store buildings on Main Street. Drive up to Harlowton some time, and realize that it will become worse there, now that the Milwaukee Road has pulled fifty families out of town.

No, Mr. l'ulley, the answer is not simply Big Timber merchant’s failure to advertise, and keep their stores up to shopping center standards. The problem stems from progress catching up with 
the small town. Big Timber hasn't even learned about the problem yet, let alone know the answer. Look for the situation 
to get much worse, before it gets better, if it ever does.Human nature being what it is, I suspect that the completed Interstate Highway will see even more Sweet Grass County residents travelling to Billings and Bozeman every week, to shop and seek entertainment.I don’t know the answer—but submit th a t Mr. Jam es Cochrane's, E.O. Overland's, Rehmer Electric's and The Pioneer and Mountainarts buildings are a step in the right direction. Big Timber 
will do well to look at the traffic passing through town, and then devise ways of enticing those passerbyes to stop and spend a few dollars here. Sweet Grass County has already indicated an unwillingness to encourage additional people to settle here, so it behooves them to find a way to get people to spend their money here without cluttering up the landscape with their permanent residences. But it’s a bit unfair, I think, 
to expect a business community to provide the same services for a very limited population that one would find in a city of the size of Billings or Bozeman.JOHN D. BAIRD 

The Buckskin Press Bookstore The Buckskin Report Magazine
[Editor's note: Normally, we do not 

respond to comments made in letters, 
however, because of the nature of one 
idea expressed by John Baird, we feel compelled to do so. H ie effectiveness of 
an advertisement—be it in a newspaper, 
magazine, radio or television—has no 
direct correlation to the size of a paper's 
circulation or a station’s listenership. We 
con ten d —and have for the many years—that the local newspaper is a 
legitimate means of reaching local 
readers with messages of interest. A 
well-written, well-prepared ad, backed 
up by in-store merchandising, CAN and DOES bring in new customers and 
gen era te  new  b u sin ess. Even in 
communities the size of Big Timber, 
many new persons move to town each year. These persons may or may 
not be aware of what is offered in a town. A consistent advertising program 
reaches these people , and others who 
may not be aware of new merchandise or 
services offered by local firms. We take 
exception to suggestions that local 
advertising is a mere lian d  out” to keep a newspaper in business. Admittedly,

the success of our business depends 
DIRECTLY on advertising support. It s 
a constant, economic fact of life. But we have never approached a business 
person asking for a "band out.”—and 
God willing, we never will. We think there is a more valid reason to advertise 
in a local paper—the simple, durumented 
fact that advertising works!]
Dear Friends,May I take this opportunity by way of this column to say good bye and thank you for the privilege of being a part of 
this great town.Looking back these past four and one half years I am thankful for each of you and your kindness that you have extended to myself and the rest of the 
family.My greatest joy was getting involved 
in the many different programs of the community. As we move to our new charge we leave with fond memories. May I close by saying we wish all of you, young and old "God’s Best for 1976”.In His Name,The Rev. & Mrs. Wohlers and Children
TO THE EDITOR:If I may be so bold since I have only resided in Big Timber for three months, I would like to respond to James Tulley’s letter in last week’s Pioneer. There may well be some truth to Jim's observations, but I like a town and local stores for something besides shopping mall "atm osphere" and "decor". A local merchant may not offer a special, but they doll I just bought two at one-half off and other nationally recognized brands as well. A local merchant certainly does 
not have the profit margin generated by tens of thousands of sales with which to purchase new "atmosphere” e a c h  
Christmas; but local Big Timber stores do offer something which I consider far 
more important and which is so hard to find in big city shopping centers— namely, sales people who will take a 
minute or two and often lots more than that just to be plain and simply 
“friendly."Certainly, everyone (myself included) can always do a little more and work a little harder to do a better job— be it "selling" or "planning"; but Heaven help us if we ever chose "atmosphere” or "sales pitches" over "hom e town friendliness." Hopefully, each of us individually can offer an idea whenever 
the time is right that will help our local businesses; and I guess this is what living in a small town is all 
about—helping each other.With best wishes for a joyous 
Christmas season.HENRY OLDENBURG
TO THE EDITOR:As the holiday season approaches the time is here to think of the ones “less 
fortunate than us" and count our many blessings.We would like to take this opportunity 
to count our blessings and extend a big

School board minutes
McLEOD SCHOOL 
TRUSTEESRegular meeting was held Nov. 11, 1975 at 8 p.m. All board members were present. Several parents attended to 
discuss a school policy. Mrs. Kelley was present to discuss ordering some books and also regarding the dismissal of school for the Women’s Club play on Friday.

Minutes of the last meeting , were approved. Windsor gave a report on some repair work th a t was done to side entrance. Transportation con- ; tracts were issued to Henrys and Kelleys.The following bills were approved and paid:Salaries, 1,250.51 Employer- Contributions, 
154.89Treasure State Tele., 11.77 Polar Gas, 288.00 

Xerox Ed. Pub., 25.60 Park Elea Coop., 21.88 Meeting adjourned at 10:30 p.m.Next regular meeting tena- tively set for Dea 10.Betty Weller, Clerk
GREY CLIFF 
SCHOOL BOARD

The Grey Cliff school board met at school house on D ea 16, 1975, with all trustees present at 8:00 p.m. Minutes

of Nov. 18, 1975 were read, with a motion by Strobel and 
seconded by Mothershead to approve minutes as read. The 
motion was carried unanimously.

Monthly bills to be approved and paid are as follows. Hot Lunch—Grey Cliff Store, 92.31; Jersey Creamery, 46.74. General Fund—salaries 1,915.69; Ronald Langstaff 220.00; Grey 
Cliff Store 39.51; Industrial 
Towel and Cover 26.50; Gambles 17.81; T r e a s u r e  
State Tel. 6.26; Ullman Lumber 67.36; Houghton- Mifflin 34.13; T.R.S. 83.75; 
P.E.R.S. 286.31; Employment Sec. Div. 16.08; Cort Strobel 50.00; Ben Franklin 7.81; 
Bethel Kienitz 6.52; National Geo. Soa 4.85; SupL of Pub. Inst. 14.00. E.S.E.A. Title I F.Y. 1975 carryover funds— salaries 736.48; E.S.E.A. Title I F.Y. 1976 funds—T.R.S. 40.00; P.E.R.S. 112.32; Em

ployment Sea Div. 7.68.Old business discussed was replacing two cracked win- dqws when weather warms 
up, and possibility of painting back porch which was recently enclosed with sheetrock and insulation.

New business—Plans were made for Christmas program on Dec. 23. The stage will be put up on Thursday. Candy 
and nuts were ordered for Santa’s arrival at the Christmas program. Also turkeys 
were ordered for the employees at school in appreciation of their fine efforts this year.November monthly cash 
flow forms were reviewed and 
discussed.There being no further business the meeting was 
adjourned at 9:30 p.m.Next regular meeting will be held on Tuesday Jan. 20, 
1976. Respectfully submitted Jack Halverson, Clerk

thank you to all of the people in Big Timber for making this such a fantastic place to live.First of all to the people who live here, for the warmth and generosity which they extend to their neighbors. We’ve all experienced a time when we needed help and found friends and neighbors there ready to lend a helping hand.Secondly, to our public servants. Human nature tends to make us jump on someone when we think they are wrong, but how many times do we thank them for a good job? We'd like to thank them all for giving of their time and talent to make this a better place to live—the City Council, the Grade School Board, the High School Board and the many, many others.Last, but by no means least, we'd like to salute our local businessmen. They make it possible to shop in the town we have chosen to live in. They arc the ones that put uniforms on the backs of our children for the baseball program, they are the ones who do advertise in our local paper, they are the ones who donate to the service organizations in this town, they arc the ones that make it possible for some of the ball games to be broadcast locally—the list could go on forever.
We are happy to live in a town with clean air, and clean water. Where we can take advantage of nature's unlimited beauty and recreation.STAN AND DARYL TODD

TO THE EDITOR:Well, well, here it is Christmas again. Seems like it happens every year about this time.
People are decorating trees, wrapping packages, guarding special secrets, saying Merry Christmas as they meet, and smiling a lot.And just in case anybody has forgotten to mention it. I'd like to say a big MERRY CHRISTMAS to the 

merchants and businessmen of Bit»- Timber.
Thanks for your year around kindnesses. Thanks for the concern and consideration you show all the time 

whether or not I’m spending a pot full of money at your establishment.I appreciate you letting me take those five hats home so my spouse could 
choose ONE.I appreciate the 20 minutes you took discussing the merits and idiosyncrasies 
of an electric heater I bought two years ago.I appreciate the loan of those two pieces of pipe used to hold up stage 
curtains FREE OF CHARGE.

Thanks for individually wrapping those two dinky gifts in fancy paper and ribbon.Thanks for dredging up a pad of blank checks the day I forgot my checkbook. 
You didn't even ask for three zillion II) cards.And when I needed fresh cash money over the amount of the purchase, you said, "Sure, write it for whatever you need."Thanks for reminding me of (a rc  not 
confiscating) those three items of cleaning I took in a year ago.

And when the post office is closed, thanks for selling me stamps or running the letters through your own postal machine.
Thanks for advising me about lumber

Herman enters 
plea of guilty

David Herman, charged in 
August with the theft of hogs from a Sweet Grass County 
ranch, entered a plea of guilty to the charge in district court last week.

Herman, who earlier pled not guilty to the charge and for whom a jury trial had been set, appeared before Judge 
Jack Shanstrom Dec. 18.Shanstrom ordered a pre- sentence investigation, and scheduled sentencing for 9 a.m. Jan. 5.

Herman was arrested in Livingston, a fte r b e i n g  
charged with the theft of hogs from the John Cosgriff ranch.

His bond of $5,000 was continued.

or paint or repairs anytime I ask 
whether I buy or not.Thanks for letting me leave that message and that package in your care 
to be passed on to another party.Thanks for letting me charge items 
whenever I need to.Thanks for coming down to the store after hours because I needed a particular 
item right away.I know you’re on the job six days a week, Mr. Businessman, so I don't 
suppose you’ve had any time off to go sec the new MALLS in Billings! Well, now, let me tell you about them. There's a whole clutch of squarish shiny new buildings all connected together like a giant honeycomb. Sure is impressive. 
Inside this honeycomb there’s a central simulated brick-paved walkway that’s wider than two of Big T*s streets put together. And talk about being lit up! 
Wow. T here’s more light energy consumed in one day than Sweet Grass 
County uses all year. Just cost a fortune in light bulbs alone! Think of the jobs provided by the light bulb manufacturers, not to mention the ladder-men hired to screw them in.Well, anyway, once you're inside, you can walk from one store to another without ever stepping outdoors. It’s really exciting. Why, I wandered in and out of all those spiffy places. Sometimes I got lost, but there's restrooms every so 
often.Gracious, but those stores stock new, 
different and unusual things! Why one store was entirely stocked with wicker stuff. There were wicker lamps, wicker chairs, wicker pin cushions, and wicker bird cages with wicker birds inside. If you plug 'em in, they chirp, “wicker- 
wicker-woo" in waltz time.Then I saw another really swell place 
that sold only real leather or real fur coats. Deep cherry-red plush carpet covered the floor, and in the middle of the center aisle rose a giant fluffy white Christmas tree lit all over with blue lights. It stood there like a gilded spook blinking at me. But the store people d idn 't have anything suitable for slopping hogs in, so I had to leave.I did like the Cheese House though. Never saw so many different kinds of cheeses in my life. I was too full to eat lunch after I sampled all those cheese tidbits. And I even bought a package of 
cheese chunks before I left the store. Figgered I owed ’em the 69 cents for the free lunch.

Well, when you get plumb tuckered walking around, keep an eye open. Because every so often, the walkway 
sprouts a set of benches. These come in 
pairs, back to back in the middle of the walk and there's generally a big plastic 
plant growing between them. You can sit and watch the crowds walk, stroll, 
scurry, waddle, shuffle, skitter, lope,, amble, and meander by. ’ "

I ate my bag of cheese chunks while I 
sat and watched the people wander in and out of the unique and attractive stores filled with fashionable and unique 
merchandise. It’s cheaper than going to the circus.

Well, that’s about it, Mr. Business
man. Hope you get a chance to see the show one of these days. In the meantime, THANKS for being on the job in Big Timber and for NOT trying to con me 
into buying what I don't need, can’t use. and don’t want. MERRY CHRISTMAS and GOOD WISHES all year.

GWEN PETERSEN

SEASONS GREETINGS

Dick's Standard

Fallang charged for bank damage

O u r greetings ring 
out to all our cus
tomers. M a y  your 
hopes all come true.

Yellowstone 
Air Service

Sweet Grass County Attorney Kenneth Olson Monday filed charges of criminal mischief against Eric Fallang, Big Timber, for his alleged involvement in vandalism at

Citizens Bank and Trust Co. D ea 12.A front door of the bank was kicked in early that morning, according to local 
law enforcement officials.

Last week the bank announced it was offering a $500 reward for the "arrest and conviction of the person or persons" responsible for the damage to the facility.
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Pete's Barber Shop

V <areetin|s of tfye

R eason
May the many 

blessings 
of Christmas 

fill your
hearts with peace and happiness.

The Buckskin Press

0 R B E T I  n f i $

This little w ish is our 
way to bid you good tid
ings on Christmas Day.

Stanley Stenberg Construction

ACE AT CHRISTMAS

To you our customers, at this very 

festive season, we wish all blessings.

BIG TIMBER CABLE TV

Blessinqs
of

CHRISIH1A5
May the wonder o l 
Christ's birth fill your 
hearts with joy, peace 
and happy hopes.

BOB’S DIRT MOVING
Hi there! 

Hope your 

holidays ere 
the merriest!

___ Connerton
*** Construction

Lowell, Mary, Cris and Cherie

fMHtii

Just a cheery little greeting to say, may your 
Yuletide season be merry in every way1

GRAND HOTEL & CAFE
Rube, I Jla, Jodie, Wes, Tom,

Donnie, Connie and Sam

reelings
Grateful thanks to all our friends 

for their kindness, helpfulness and 
generosity in food and donations.

Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year everybody.

HOSPITALITY HOUSE

c ftcw.mc
s we celebrate the Saviour’s birth we

P" ? * 31 bIess'nS may abide with vo-j at Christmas and in the days to come
I’M be doted until Jan. 2

PATTIS PLACE Its


