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Boards
reaffirm

road
control

Park and Sweel Grass County officials 
Monday signed a letter reiterating and 
reaffirming their control over a disputed 
right-of-way through a proposed Forest 
Service wilderness area.

The letter, signed by Sweet Grass 
commissioners Ray Esp, Bjarne Bjorndal 
and Clark Engle, and Park commis
sioners John Gilbert, Kenneth Spalding, 
and Don Blakeslee, was addressed to 
Earl Butz, secretary of the United States 
Department of Agriculture.

The idea of the letter was developed at 
a joint meeting of the two boards last 
week at the Sweet Grass County 
Courthouse.

In addition to reaffirming an earlier 
joint resolution asserting control over 
the road right-of-way, commissioners 
“demanded" that the closure order 
issued in 1973 by the "Forest Supervisor 
of the Gallatin National Forest over the 
road, or parts thereof, be forthwith 
rescinded."

The letter also announced intentions 
of the boards to "take whatever steps we 
determine necessary to implement 
complete jurisdiction over the 'Cooke to 
Boulder Road.’"

The letter does not spell out possible 
steps which might be taken. Earlier 
there were indications that the matter 
might be brought into the courts for a 
determination.

COMMISSIONERS of the two coun
ties in July signed a resolution asserting 
their control over the d i s p u t e d  
right of way. from south of the Hidden

Treasure Mine to north of Cooke City.
A county attorney's opinion issued 

this fall indicated the road procedures to 
establish the road had been followed by 
commissioners shortly before the turn of 
the century. The opinion said that any 
errors in establishing the road were 
corrected by a curative Montana statute, 
adopted in 1895.

Three weeks ago the counsel general 
for the Forest Service issued a 
conflicting opinion, saying it appears all 
procedures were not followed. The 
opinion called for court adjudication of 
the matter.

THE NEW letter, to be mailed to Butz 
and Forest Service officials, notes that 
during "this past summer a controversy 
developed over jurisdiction with regard 
to a road located in the Absaroka 
Mountain Range in southern Park and 
Sweet Grass Counties, in the State of 
Montana.

"This road connects Cooke City, 
Montana, with the old mining town of 
Independence. Extensive research was 
completed by legal counsel of behalf of 
the counties and it was determined that 
the road was legally established in 1893 
by the Board of Commissioners of Park 
County.

"If there were any technical problems 
with the establishment of the road, they 
were reflected by the following curative 
statute enacted by the Montana Legis
lature in 1895:

" . . .  Section 2690, Political Code, all 
highways and roads laid out or erected 
bv the public, or now traveled or used by

jurisdiction of the two counties over 
what we firmly believe is a legally 
established road, we have further 
reviewed the law and pertinen t 
documents. We have thoroughly dis
cussed the matter with our respective 
counsel, including a careful consideration 
of Mr. Jakub's opinion above-mentioned. 
We have concluded, and are in 
unaminous accord in the conclusion, that 
there has been no new legal argument or 

» evidence which changes our previously 
stated positon.

"Therefore the Commissioners of Park 
and Sweet Grass Counties, acting 
jointly, hereby reiterate and reaffirm 
our Joint Resolution of July 23, 1975, in 
which we asserted that legal jurisdiction 
over the road in question rests with the 
two counties. We deny that the United 
States, or any agency, department or 
bureau acting under the authority 
thereof has legal jurisdiction over said 
road. We hereby reaffirm our previously 
stated demand that the United States, or 
any agency, department or bureau 
acting under the authority thereof cease 
exercising or attempting to exercise any 
jurisdiction over said road.

"We specifically demand that the 
closure order issued in 1973 by the 
Forest Supervisor of the Gallatin 
National Forest over the road, or parts 
thereof, be forthwith rescinded. Lastly, 
we hereby declare the intention of the 
two counties to take whatever steps we 
determ ine necessary to implement 
complete jurisdiction over the ‘Cooke to 
Boulder Road.’”

the public, or if laid out or erected by 
others, dedicated or abandoned to the 
public, or made such by partitition of 
real property, are public highways. . .’

“The commissioners of the two 
counties met jointly and reviewed the 
road records on file. We concluded that 
the road was a duly and legally 
established county road. On July 23, 
1975, we entered a joint resolution 
asserting jurisdiction over the road. A 
copy of our resolution is enclosed 
herewith.

"On December 3,1975. a legal opinion 
regarding the status of the Main Boulder 
Road No. 212 and Independence Road 
No. 6639, or what is commonly referred 
to as the ‘Cooke to Boulder Road’ was 
drafted by Lawrence Jakub. Mr. Jakub 
is an attorney for the Office of General 
Counsel, United States Department of 
Agriculture. His opinion was made for 
Robert W. Parker, the attorney in 
charge of the case, and was directed to 
the Forest Supervisor of the Gallatin 
National Forest.

"In said opinion, the position was 
taken that jurisdiction over the road in 
question rests with the United States. 
This opinion was distributed to the news 
media and was published, in part, in the 
Big Timber Pioneer, Livingston En
terprise, and other news publications. 
The opinion was never formally 
presented to either the Board of Com
missioners of Park County, the Board of 
Commissioners of Sweet Grass County, 
or their respective counsel.

"In view of this direct challenge to the .

By SAM GiLLULY, 
Secretary-Manager 
Meataaa Press Association

HELENA—“Merry Christ
mas!" When was that first 
said in Montana? None knows. 
But the first record of a 
Christmas observance in the 
Montana Historical Society 
here is 1813. And a grisly 
occasion it became.

Ross Cox, an early trader 
and trapper, wrote how he 
arrived with a few compan
ions at the McMillan trading 
post near present-day Para
dise on Dec. 24. 1813. They 
had come from Astoria, on the 
Oregon coast.

The next morning, Cox and 
his party prepared a celebra
tion and they invited a band of 
Flathead Indians. Cox fur
bished flour, rice, tea, coffee,

Early Christmas
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in Montana....
arrowroot and rum. Five 
mountain sheep were roasted.

A little later, members of 
the party were horrified 
witnesses when the Flatheads 
began the torture, followed by 
the execution, of some Black- 
feet Indian captives. Cox’s 
explicit description would 
spoil any Christmas dinner.

But generally, Montana 
history tells of happier occa
sions.

Probably the first formal 
religious o b s e r v a n c e  of 
Christmas in Montana was 
held by Father Peter DeSmel 
and his Jesuit band in 1841 at 
old St. Mary’s mission, a 
location on the outskirts of 
present-day Stevensville.

Most early Montana cele
brations were marked more 
by hilarity than Christianity. 
Landusky, a booming mining 
town in the Little Rockies, 
had its first Christmas in 
1894. The stage driver on a 
trip to Malta ordered four 
dozen quarts of oysters from 
the Twin Cities.

“The party,” a Malta paper 
reported, "got under way 
with the consumption of two 
wash boilers full of oyster 
stew. Other refreshm ents 
were downed and the action 
accelerated. The town was 
living up to its reputation. It 
has been said that on any 
Saturday afternoon, you could 
stand out in the street, swing

a pint tin cup around your 
head and catch a quart of 
bullets."

Montanans made do as they 
could with Christmas. An 
early ranch wife near Billings 
found there were no candles 
for the tree. So she melted 
tallow into empty gun shells 
set with wicks, emptied the 
molds, froze the mixture 
outside and then used these 
"candles" for the tree.

More than a century ago in 
Virginia City, then territorial 
capital, a jolly crowd was 
betting on the outcome of 
what became a 62-round 
boxing match. The big social 
event of the year was a dance 
at the Planter’s House, and 
tickets were $20. Ixxlging 
there cost $25 in gold a week, 
or $125 in Eastern paper 
money.

% Both Christmas and New 
Year's saw the old custom of 
making calls. One such New 
Year's group included Bishop 
Daniel Tuttle, great Episcopal 
missionary; Green C l a y  
Smith, s e c o n d  Territorial 
Governor, and Chief Justice 
Hezekiah Hosmer.

An early stop was at the 
Governor's mansion for a visit 
with the Territory's first lady. 
They were entertained with 
foaming eggnog. It was later 
found the first lady had erred 
in the recipe. She had mixed 
three gallons of whisky, one

egg and a little cream.
It was an hour before the 

miscalculation was discover 
cd. The distinguished party 
managed to walk a short way 
down the street, then found it 
impossible to go any farther. 
The party was finally forced 
to hail a passing team and 
sled, all the while blaming its 
condition on the thinness ol 
the mountain air and a slight 
snow.

On another C h r i s t m a s ,  
Samuel Langhorne wrote of a 
visit to Helena. The young 
fellows all went bobsledding 
down Broadway hill. The pace 
was almost too killing. Sled 
and sliders wound up inside 
the Bull’s Head Meat Market 
at the foot of Broadway.

So. Montanans in their 
various ways and inclinations, 
just as today, observed the 
holidays.

The old sentiments were 
expressed in many ways. One 
was when Charles M. Russell, 
the cowboy artist, sent a 
special Christmas card to his 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm 
Mackay of Roscoc. It wound 
up this way:

"If wishes was health and 
money—

I’d fill your buckskin poke.
Your doctor would go 

hungry
And you never would be 

broke."

Phone survey 
to be begun

An engineering program to "revise 
and develop an overall plan to upgrade 
and rebuild" remaining portions of the 
Big Timber, Melville and Reed Point 
telephone exchanges is planned by 
Treasure State Telephone Co. in the 
immediate future, according to Dee 
Monsen, manager of Treasure State 
Telephone Company.

Monsen says the study is designed to 
“insure that any construction completed 
prior to major projects will fit the final 
plan from an economy viewpoint as well 
as a facility required view.

"An outside engineering firm will be 
contracted to supplement the local 
engineering team because of the 
magnitude of the project."

Monsen says additional information on 
the project will lie released "as it is 
available."

The manager says the company "has 
been faced with the problem of 
maintaining aging rural telephone lines 
and has experienced extreme telephone 
outages," during the past year.

"We have made a concentrated effort 
to improve this situation and have made 
some headway along these lines."

Monsen says future plans include 
replacement and or rebuilding of the 
remainder of the Big Timber and 
Melville exchanges.

"Projects this spring will include new 
facilities in the Otter Creek area which

will provide rural service with a 
maximum of four parties and private line 
service will be available to those wishing 
it.

“With this project, backbone facilities 
will be established to accommodate the 
other areas of the Big Timber Exchange 
at a future date,” he says.

In addition, the manager notes, the 
firm plans this winter to "finalize” the 
solution to the problems in the buried 
facilities serving the area east of 
Melville. Nearing completion is the 
addition of new equipment for the 
extended area service facilities between 
Big Timber and Melville which will 
increase the quality and capacity of 
these lines.

DURING 1975, Treasure State spent 
more than $420,000 on local equipment 
and special upgrading projects, Monsen 
says.

Work included:
— Rebuilding of the Boulder area at a 

total cost of $257,447;
— Completion of additions to the dial 

equipment in Big Timber at a total cost 
of $24,447;

—Other outside plant facilities total
ing $17,708:

-Completion of a new building at 
Melville and the addition of switching 
equipment and routine additions at a 
cost of $121,844.

Paper
special

in
many

ways...

By LARRY LOWARY

Again this year, today's Christmas issue offers a number 
of special holiday features.

A large portion of today's paper is devoted to Christmas 
greetings from area merchants, organizations, and 
individuals who take this opportunity to express 
appreciation for business and to offer greetings for the 
holiday.

For the third year in a row, the section features letters to 
Santa written by area children.

The front page of the first section, also for the third year 
features a locally produced Christmas sketch. This year 
Dave Hodges has contributed a western scene. The picture 
depicts cowboys iooking at an unusual sky and a Christmas 
apparalion—a sleigh and reindeer. A self-employed 
furniture maker, Hodges this year also contributed a sketch 
for the 1976 Bi-Centennial calendar.

Reprint copies of the picture are available free of charge 
at our office. Printed on heavy stock, the reprints are 
suitable for framing. They arc available one to a family, 
while our limited supply lasts.

Another special feature of today's paper is an original 
Christmas story, written by Barbara Schilling, our Boulder 
Valley correspondent. Mrs. Schilling’s copyrighted story, 
"The Sights and Sounds of Christmas", includes 
reminiscences about Christmas in the west.

Although many specialized holiday features are available 
to us, we are most pleased that we can utilize the talents of 
local persons in producing a very special section. We 
appreciate their willingness to share their work with our 
readers. We hope you’ll enjoy the features. Comments are 
welcome.

FS job procedure changed
Graders split games, 
ready for tourney

MISSOULA— Individuals 
seeking temporary summer 
employment with the Forest 
Service will be interested in a 
new system initiated in the 
Northern Region for 1976.

Special application forms 
will be used for the majority 
of positions filled and are now 
available at all Forest Service 
offices throughout Region 1. 
Applications will be accepted 
on a nationwide basis.

Individuals may send an 
application to only one region 
or research station in the 
United States. Applicants will 
be hirod on a merit basis, 
according to previous work 
experience and educational 
attainments.

Because of the large num
ber of applicants, most job 
offers will be made to 
students majoring in the 
fields of forestry, engineering, 
or related sciences, or to 
applicants with appropriate 
experience.

Applicants must be at least 
18 years old at |he time they 
report for duty and must be 
capable of performing hard 
work.

Types of jobs available next 
summer include:

—Aids and technicians in 
forestry, range, recreation, 
fire control, engineering, sur
veying biological science and 
physical science. Applications 
must be in between Jan. 1 and

Feb. 15.
— Youth C o n s e r v a 

tion Corps staff positions. 
Applications must be in 
between Jan. 1 and Feb. 15.

—Clerical jobs. Applicants 
must apply to the Civil 
Service Commission and take 
a written test during January 
and February. Interested 
persons should call the toll- 
free number 800-332-4310 for 
information.

—Wage grade positions. 
National Forests will recruit 
for these positions as neces
sary. Interested applicants 
should contact the National 
Forest directly concerning 
these positions.

The Big Timber Grade 
School basketball teams split 
a pair of games Saturday, 
playing against Harlowton at 
home.

The seventh grade team 
beat Harlo, 20-18. High point 
scorer for Big Timber was 
Cameron Burns with 11. 
Other scorers included David 
Powell, 2; Lloyd Rue, 3; 
Charles Duffey, 2; and Loren 
Nitcy, 2.

The eighth grade team was 
beaten by Harlowton, 38-33.

Bret Argcnbright led the 
Big Timber team with 15 
points. Other scorers in
cluded: Jack Altimus, 10; 
Stetson Todd and Rich Kin
sey, both with 4 points.

This week the team plays in 
the Jaycos basketball tourna
ment Friday and Saturday. 
Friday Big Timber meets 
Wilsatl at 8:30 p.m. and st 7 
p.m., Columbus play« Ha.-- 
lowton. The games will be in 
the SGHS gymnasium.

FOR INSURANCE CALL

DEAN HENDRICKSON 
(Contact at Gambles, 

Tuesdays A Thursdays
»32-23101 sr 222-2250,
110 E. CaMeudar St. 

Livingstaa, Mt.

State Farm is there.
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Frang Agency
Bob and Tana

Here's a sleighful of good wishes for you, 
our patrons. Thank you for letting us serve 
you in the past— hope to serve you again

McLeod Bar
Cliff and Florence Martin and Gndy Walter

George and Stubb

To Faithful Old Friends 
To Cherished New Friends
Our best wishæ for a Marry Christmas 

and a prosperous Now Year

PREMIER HOMES
715 N. 7lfi P h m  405/557-0711 Bonnun, MT


