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Kidnaping of Chiang Kai-shek
May Bring on Warfare
Wr clouds again gathered over

the Far East when Generalis-
simo Chiang Kai-shek, dictator of
of China, was kidnaped at Sianfu,
Shensi province, by -
troops commanded
by Marshal Chang
Hsueh-liang, former
war lord of Man-
churia. The muti-
nous soldiers de-
manded immediate
declaration of war
against Japan; a
pledge from the
Nankipg govern- i
ment to recover all
lost territory, in- Gen. Chiang
cluding Manchuria, Kai-shek
and reorganization of the Chinese
Nationalist party, the Kuomintang,
so that Chinese communists might
be admitted to membership.
Japan professed to believe that

Chang’s action was promoted by
Russia, and officials in Tokyo said
forceful steps by Japan might be
necessary. The naval command di-
rected its China squadrons to be on
guard lest a Chinese civil war re-
sult.
Maj. Gen Kita, Japanese mili-

tary attache at Shanghai, declared
that Marshal Chang’s troops had
taken a frank stand for commu-
nism, which compels Japan ‘“‘to
make a firm and determined stand
from the viewpoint of Japan’s na-
tional defense.”’
The soviet news agency Tass in

Moscow issued an official denial of
reports that Russia had conspired
in the Chinese crisis, but diplomats
in the Far East were of opinion
that Moscow would intervene if war
should break out between China and
Japan. Japanese action would be
.based on the reported setting up of
an independent government at Si-
anfu by Marshal Chang with the
support of soviet Russia.
There were reports that Chiang

Kai-shek had been killed by his cap-
tors, but Marshal Chang tele-
graphed Acting Premier Kung: “I
have cherished an affectionate re-
gard for the generalissimo for eight
years. I assume full responsibility
for his safety.”

   

 

Peace Proposal Is Signed
by American Republics

EPRESENTATIVES of the 21
American republics gathered in

the conference at Buenos Aires all
signed two measures designed to
maintain peace, security and non-
intervention in the Western world.
These projects are:
A plan for maintenance of peace

and security which provides for con-
sultatign in the event of war within
the American continents or war
abroad which menaces American
peace.
A reiteration of the resolution of

the 1933 Pan-American conference,
for nonintervention by one nation in
another’s affairs. This carried also a
Mexican amendment for consulta-
tion if intervention appears neces-
sary.

 

Proposed Law to Mobilize

Industry in War Time
WitH the approval of Secretary

of War Woodring and Secretary
of the Navy Swansonabill has been
drafted for the mobilization of in-
dustry in war time. It would confer
upon the President power to draft
industrial management,
deer manufacturing plants, fix
prices, ration the distribution of
commodities, and regulate or close
exchanges. :
This plan is a revision of the pro-

gram for industrial mobilization sub-
mitted by the War department to
the war policies commission-in 1931.
It does not take into consideration
the tax bill to ‘‘take the profits out
of war’’ which was put through the

house last session, but it is recom-
mended by the War and Navy
departments that tax provisions be
not so drastic as to ‘“‘hinder, hamper
or destroy the more important mis-
sion of producing munitions as re-
quired in war.”’ -

t

 

Fair Competition Act Is

Asked by Berry’s Council
SOMETHING very like the old

NRA is the plan for control over
the management of business favored
by council for industrial prog-
ress sponsored by Industrial Co-
ordinator George L. Berry. The.
council, not very well attended by
employer representatives, approved

the report of a committee asking en-
actment of a general ‘‘fair competi-
tion act’* prohibiting business from
operation if it did not follow govern-
ment edicts regarding price, adver-
tising, wage, and hour standards or
other conditions laid down.
A new administrative body would

be empowered fo investigate and
* prosecute violations of the act. This
samé agency would set up minimum
wages, maximum hours and fair

trade practices for any industry or
.. trade. ~
The ‘hearing of complatiits would
be before a sort of industrial su-
preme court vested with equity
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‘powers, including the power of is-
suing permanent and temporary in-
junctions.

 

American Millionaires in

1934 Numbered Only 33
CCORDING to an income tax
analysis given out by the bureau

of internal revenue, thirty-three Am-
ericans received incomes in excess
of one million dollars during 1934,
or a decrease of seventeen million-
aires from the year before.
This group of 33 millionaires en-

joyed an income of $57,775,000, but
they were forced to pour $32,211,000
into the coffers of the United States
treasury. They paid a tax of 59 per
cent on their surtax net income.
One lone individual in the United

States had an income of more than
5 million dollars for 1934. The in-
ternal revenue tables showed that
this person is a resident of New
York, but the identity is hidden, for
no names are named in this report.

 

President’s Son Probably

Will Be His Secretary
T IS believed that James Roose-
velt, oldest son of the President,

who has been with him on the South
American tour, will serve as one of

his father’s secretaries anc his gen-
eral aid, without salary and maybe
without title.
The President is said to feel he

must have at his side some one who
knows him intimately and who can
perform many of the confidential
little errands which were performed
by Mr. Héwe and Gus Generich,
both now dead.

 

Plan to End Electoral

College System
EMBERS of the electoral col-
lege met in the capitals of

their respective states and went
through the empty formality of cast-
ing their votes for
Presidential candi-
dates — 523 for
Franklin D. Roose-
velt and 8 for Alf
M. Landon. About
the same time it
was. announced in
Washington that a
move to abolish the
antiquated electoral
— system had

m started and
would have the ap- Senator Norris
proval of many members of both
houses of congress.
Leaders of this plan are Senator

George W. Norris, Independent, of
Nebraska, and Representative Clar-
ence Lea, Democrat, of California,
both of whom have previously ad-
vocated a constitutional amendment
making the change, substituting a
system whereby state electoral
votes would be divided among pres-
idential candidates on the basis of
their relative popular vote strength
in the state.
Under the present system Presi-

dent Roosevelt, polling approxi-
mately 27,750,000 votes, received 523

electoral votes. Governor Landon,
polling approximately  16;680,000
votes received 8 votes. Each Roose-
velt electoral vote represents the
desires of 53,000 voters. Each Lan-
don vote represents the wishes of
2,085,000 voters.
Under the proposed amendment

the electoral votes in the last elec-
tion would have been divided: Roos-
evelt, 322; Landon, 194; others, 15.
“Even disregarding the last elec-

tion, in the average election of the
Tastsixty years over 45 per cent of
the voters of the country, being all
those who voted for minority candi-
dates in all the states, have been
disregarded in computing the final
results,” said Representative Lea.
‘Not only are the minority votes
disregarded but the electoral votes
represented by them are cast for
their opponents.”’

 

 

Britain Defaults Again

but Hints at Parley
GREAT BRITAIN again defaults

on its war-debt to the United
States, but intimates it would like
to re-open negotiations for reduc-
tion of the debt. This time the
British government does not state
it has found no new reason to war-
rant a resumption of payments. All

the other debtor nations also de-
faulted except Finland, which as

~_ proudly paid the installment
ue.

 

Mediation in Spanish

War Is Proposed

RANCE and Great Britain united
in an invitation to Germany, It-

aly, Russia and Portugal: to join
them in an effort to end the Span-
ish war by mediation. 5
The announcement of the plan

came on the eve of the meeting of
the League of Nations council, sum-

Madrid-Valencia government’s ap-
peal against Germany and Italy: be-
cause of their recognition of the
Fascist rebel junta. It is the hope
of France and Britain that the Span-
ish people will be permitted to de-
“cide by ballot whether they shall
‘have & Fascist or.a-Socialist gov- ernment,

  

moned to Geneva toconsider.the  

Better Farm Program
Promised by Wallace

EMBERS of the
Farm Bureau federation, as-

sembled in Pasadena, Calif., were
told by Secretary of Agriculture
Wallace that the government would
provide a better farm program than
the AAA; but he also said the
farmer must be willing to accept
“small increases in. the imports of
certain agricultural products.” —
“In the cause of peace,”’ he said,

“the farmers of the United States
must learn to say ‘yes’ as often as
possible to agr@§ultural imports
from Pan-America, while at the
same time reserving the right to
say ‘no’ when any vital branch of
agriculture is likely to be menaced
by too great imports,”
The federation conferred upon

Mr. Wallace its highest honor, the
award for distinguished service to
agriculture.

 

Edward Abdicates and

George Is the King
OVE and the British constitution
are the winners in the great con-

test that has stirred the vast em-
pire to its furthest borders. Edward

. VIII, steadfast in
his determination to
make Mfrs. Wallis
Warfield Simpson
his wife, abdicated
as king of Great
Britain and emperor
of India, and his
brother, the duke of
York, reigns in his
stead as George VI.

: Edward’s fateful
- decision was com-

George VI municated to the
house of commons by Prime Min-
ister Stanley Baldwin. Haggard and
deeply moved, the man who has
borne the brunt of the struggle on
behalf of the cabinet and parlia-
ment handed the speaker the royal

 

message and the speaker read itt

to the half stunned members. This
is what Edward said:
“Realizing as I do the gravity of

this step I can only hope that I shall
have the understanding of my peo-
ples in the decision I have taken
and the reasons which have led me
to take it.

“TI conceive that I am not over-
looking the duty that rests on me
to place in the forefront the public
interest when I declare that I am
conscious that I can no longer dis-
charge this heavy task with effi-
ciency or with satisfaction to my-
self.

“I have accordingly this morning
executed an instrument of abdica-
tion in the terms following:

“**T, Edward VIII of Great Brit-
ain, Ireland, the British dominions
beyond the seas, king, emperor of
India, do hereby declare my irre-
vocable determination to renounce
the throne for myself and my de-
scendants. My desire is that effect
should be given to this instrument
of abdication immediately.

‘***In token thereof I have hereun-
to set my hand this 10th day of
December, 1936, in the presence of
the witnesses whose signatures are
subscribed.’ ’’ ,
There followed a request that the

accession of his brother to the
throne be expedited, and according-
ly enabling legislation effecting thé
abdication and the accession of the
new king was promptly introduced
and put through the house of com-
mons andthe:house of lords.
The new king was proclaimed

with the traditional ceremony fol-
lowing an assembly of the accession
council made up of privy councilors
and other distinguished persons.
That evening the ex-king went on

the air to broadcast a message of
farewell to the half billion people
who had been his subjects.
King George's first official act

was to make his brother Edward
duke of Windsor. The entourage of
the abdicated monarch seem to pre-
fer to call him Prince Edward. For
the present he is in seclusion at
the castle of Baron Eugene Roths-
child notfar from Vienna: ——+

In. most questionable taste was a
radio broadcast by the archbishop.
of Canterbury after the affair was
all over. The primate scored Ed-
ward for seeking his private happi-
ness ‘‘in a manner inconsistent with

Christian principles of marriage

and within a social circle whose
standards and ways of life are alien
to all the best instincts and tradi-
tions of his people.’’

Parliaments of all the British do-
minions passed legislation ratifying
the abdication of Edward and the
accession of George. But the Irish
Free State, as had been expected,
adopted measures almost eliminat-
ing the last vestiges of its adher-
ence to the empire. The dail eire-
ann erased the name of the British
king from the Irish constitution,
abolished the office of governor gen-
eral, the king’s representative, and
described limited functions for
George VI of England in the for-
eign affairs of the Free State.

 

Germany Adds New Ship~

to Gtowing Navy

ITH the launching of -the
Gneisenau, her second 26,000-

ton battleship, Germany moved an-
other step toward her goal of a‘navy
large enough to bottle up the Rus-
sian fleet.

_ Berlin correspondents believe the
new Gernian fleet will have reached
420,000 tons by 1942. It will possess
no less than’five 35,000-ton batffe-
ships, to which can be added two
26,000-ton battleships, three existing
1,000-ton pocket battleships and
fourteen light and* heavy cruisers,
including three more 10,000 - ton
boats. :
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STAD PL AAI ACUONFfEMNe

SEEN and HEARD“
aroundthe

NATIONAL CAPITAL4
ae
2.

By Carter Field
FAMO US, WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT

Washington. — Time was when
such maneuvers as have virtually

| insured the election of Represent-
ative Sam Rayburn of Texas, as
Democratic floor leader of the house
of representatives, thus putting him

in line for the speakership, if and
when, would have brought a storm
of protest from the Democratic
press in most sections of the coun-
try. In the North :yd West, espe-
cially, there would nave been talk
of “Southern domination,’’ and
there would be bitter inquiries as
to what was the motive of the Penn-
sylvania De racy in deserting
the North and st and voting with
the Southy

But now almost all the excite-
ment is right under the Capitol
dome. The country doesn’t care
much, it would seem, whether the
gentleman who directs the floor ac-
tivities of the overwhelming Demo-
cratic majority comes from Hono-
lulu or Key West.

One way to look at it is to as-
sume that the “‘era of good feeling”’
of which President Roosevelt him-
self talked so much, to friends, right
after election is here. But that
would scarcely explain the lack of
sectional feeling—that is, not al-
together.

The real reason is that the av-
erage man who voted for Roosevelt,
just cannot be made to believe that
there is much interest for him in
who is Democratic floor leader. It
is always difficult to interest the
people at large in a particular move
because that move later on will
mean something. °

For example, when the newspa-
pers record that a man has been
elected outer doorkeeper of a big
national organization, they have to
strain a point and explain why this
is important — that it means ten
years from now, or some such mat-
ter, that the man just made outer
doorkeeper, if he lives, will be the
supreme dragon’s tail twister or
whatever the head of the particular
national order in question is.

Not Interested *

But for that matter people never
have been very much interested in
who was nominated for Vice -
dent—or indeed who is Vice Presi:
dent. It’s a small minority which
manifests any real interest in these
first steps, significant though they
may be.

Which might just be a tip for the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, if the time should ever come
when that organization would like
to keep its bickerings off the front
pages of the newspapers. By se-
lecting its presidents-general ten
years in advance, and calling them
by some very humble title, they will
find interest on the part of report-
ers and photographers subsiding
amazingly.

But in the main the folks are
right in not being much interested
in who is selected as Democratic,
floor leader. Until there is some
decided change in the present situ-
ation nothing will make much dif-
ference. Until we see how the future
line-ups in political divisions in
this country are moving there is
no way to fight very intelligently
at the moment to lay any founda-
tions.

The situation still remains that it
is almost idle to think of new line-
ups until there is some cleavage in
the tremendous majority that elect-
ed Mr. Roosevelt. Until the cleavage
comes there is not much signifi-
cance to anybody in whether a Tam-
many congressman or a Garner
lieutenant-from—Texasis-on the
moving stairway leading to the
speakership of the house.

Stirs Dipiomats

Ruth Bryan Owen is responsible
for the new order that has. occa-
sioned so much turmoil in the dip-
lomatic service, forbidding Ameri-
can diplomats to marry foreign-
ers.
The soft pedal was put on at the

time, but when it was announced
that William Jennings Bryah’s
daughter was to marry not only

a foreigner, but a really important
personage in Denmark, the country
to which she was minister, and
when no word for a long time came
from her as to any intention of
resigning, there was plenty of ex-
citement in the State department.

The excitement was due to lack
of sureness as to whether the de-
partment could have its own way
in her case. Had she been a career
diplomat, it would have been sim-
ple enough, but she wasa political
appointee, and political appointees
are not subject to.the same pressure
as persons who have attai ed their
jobs by experience and a ility.

The career diplomat holds his job,
theoretically at least, because he
is valuable. The political appointee
holds his job because he has been

valuable to a political party. When
a political appointee turns out to
‘be of real use to the State depart-
ment, as very many have, it.is just

velvet. When he turns out to be not

only of no particular value, but a
positive cause’ of trouble, as also
many have, it’s usually just too bad.

Little can be done about it. .

His lack of success in the
jipiomatic field has not impaired

:

 

the strength that won him the ap-
pointment in the first place.

Mrs. Qwen’s Case

Now in the case of Mrs. Owen,
high officials in the State depart-
ment were in a quandary. They felt
very strongly. that her usefulness
was ended. Wise old heads at dip-
lomatic intrigue were under no il-
lusions. They did not believe they
could have trusted their minister to
Denmark after that with any bit of
information which they wished to
withhold from the Danish govern-
ment.

But there was nothing they could
do about it. Had they attempted
any drastic action they would have
run head-on into a very strong lobby
on Capitol hill—that of the Wom-
en’s party. This belligerent group
of battlers-for woman's rights has
been disconsolate for a long time
now because there is nothing of a
sufficiently spectacular nature for..
it to fight for. It would have seized
upon this issue, and the State de-
partment folks knew it. Especially
as the Women’s party had been so
active in fighting for the law now
on the ks which preserves the
American nationality of an Ameri-
can woman who marries a foreign-
er. So an attempt to fire Mrs. Owen
on rules would have been right down
their alley.

It was necessary therefore that

the utmost tact be used in per-
suading Mrs. Owen to resign, ap-
parently voluntarily.

The present point is that the State
department does not want to go
through any such experience again.
It does not want to take the risks.
Next time the pressure might not
work! Next time the President may
not agree with the State depart-
ment’s logic!

Hence the rule, which of course
is not apparéntly aimed at women
at all. Nor is it, in fact, for the old
heads at the State department are
just as much concerned about their
gay young bachelors in foreign
posts who might marry women
close in the counsels of some for-

eign power!

A Postal Worry

One of the things bothering postal
officials is that congress imposed
a mandate that air-mail expendi-
tures must be brought down to air-
mail receipts. The trouble now is
that while air - mail revenues in-
creased by about $3,000,000 over the
previous year, the deficit also
mounted to a slightly greater ex-
tent, so that it is now alittle more
than $3,000,000.

Several policies are under econ-
sideration, but there is considerable
reluctance to put any of them into
effect. To beginwith, nooneissure
just how any of them would work
out in actual practice. It is com-
parable with a railroad freight or
passenger increase, the problem al-
ways being whether enough busi-
ness would be deterred by the high-
er rate to prevent the change re-
sulting in a net increase.

Then there are advocates. of. re-
ducing the charge, thus hoping to
increase the volume of business suf-
ficiently to more than make up the
difference and turn a deficit into a
surplus.

Much that sort of thing hap-
pened, it will be recalled, when the
eastern railroads cut their passen-
ger fares, though there is plenty of
controversy over whether such road
as the Pennsylvania and New York
Central would not be better off to-
day, financially, if the cut had not
been made.

Most of the postal authorities be-
lieve that a reduction in charges
would be better business than an
increase. They are advocating a
five-cent charge on an air-mail let-
ter instead of the present six-cent
charge. They believe that more air-
mail letters would .be sent if the
additional charge over an ordinary
mail letter were only two cents.

Airmail Postage

Many. individual letter writers,
they point Gut, would not bother to
save the _one cent,. but, to save
trouble, would-affix two three-cent
stamps. Against this, opponents of
the change say that the vast major-
ity of air-mail letters aresent.by
business concerns, and that these
concerns would not permit such
carelessness, but would have a sup-
ply of five-cent stamps always on
hand. Also, even individuals, those
on this side contend, usually are sup-
plied with two-cent stamps for lo-
cal use as well as three-cent stamps,
so that the five-cent charge for an
air - mail letter would not catch
many extra pennies.

The real question is whether busi-
ness concerns would use the air-
mail more if the rate were reduced
one penny. On this it is obvious
that the present inclination of the
department is to make no change,
on the theory that air-mail.is used
by business concerns only where
phere is a real advantage in speed,
and that very rarely in such cases
,would the additional one-cent cost
of the six-cent charge be important
enough to determine the use of the
slower service. .

© Bell Syndicate.—WNU Service.

 

Defenders of Communism.

ANTA MONICA, CALIF.—
Every time I write a squib

against communism, there follows
a flood of letters from persons who
begin by saying they’re not com-
munists—perish the thought. .

But either I’m attacking free
speech — as though free speech
meant free license to undermine our
government; dr, by indirection, I’m
trying to undermine
trade unionism, al-
though what— trade
unionism has in
common with com-
munism is some-
thing which I don’t
quite see.
One camouflaged

red — or anyhow he
must be reddish—
states there are on-
ly 100,000 known

communists among
120,000,000 of us, so
why worry? But wouldn’t you worry
if 100,000 lepers were suffered to
go at large among us, or 100,000
stinging lizards to run wild?

A very passionate lady has been
writing in, calling hard names. But
I shan’t argue with her, because I’m
a victim of aelurophobia. On look-
ing in the dictionary, you’ find that
aelurophobia means one who has
an intense aversion for cats.

s s s

“Smitty’s’’ Travels.
R FADING about a police sergeant

who retired after forty years’
service and never set foot off of his
native Manhattan island made me
think of a gentleman known as
“Smitty” who, in my reportorial
days on Park Row, was. general
roustabout at Andy Horn’s saloon.
Smitty was born in the shadow

of Brooklyn bridge and grew up
there. He had traveled the various
boroughs, but no matter where he
went was always within the greater
city. Finally he took a tour to for-
eign parts. He went to visit his
sister, who’d married a truck gard-
ener back of Newark, and the broth-
er-in-law, who owned a car, toured
Smitty about the landscape.

I was one who greeted Smitty on
his return.
“Fur me,” he said, ‘‘never again!

I don’t like that Joisey. Why, all
them towns over there is got dif-
ferent names.”

*e 8

Dolling Up Lobbyists.
HAT ever became of the bil)
introduced into the Louisiana

legislature requiring lobbyists to
wear special uniforms while follow-
ing their trade? As I‘recall the
original act, it provided that lob-
byists of less than three years’ ex-
perience should wear green skull
caps and rainbow-hued plaid trous-
ers; veterans were to wear the
green caps and all-white suits,
which latter seemed especially ap-
propriate, white being the color for
purity.

It’s just too bad if the notion has
been allowed to languish. And if an
amendment were tacked on requir-
ing that a certain typeof legislator
must wear garments with no pock-
ets in them and buttoning up the
back, princesse style, so the wear-
er couldn’t slip anything inside his
bosom—well, there you’d have an
idea that any state in the Union

could profitably adopt, or, anyhow,
almost any state.

Styles in Women’s Hats.
HAvE you noticed those sub-divi-

sional hats women are wearing
this season? If not, kindly do so.
It'll distract your attention from the
part-time frocks some of them are
wearing.

The average woman is wearing
what looks like part of a hat—say
one-half to two-thirds. I’ve heard
the more of the original hat the
milliner chopped off, the higher
went the price for, what:was left.
I suppose with hats, as in the.case
of a good clean appendix opera-|
— if they’d cut the entire thing
away, only very wealthy women

could afford to go bare-headed.
Even so, the wearer has some-

thing to do with the effect. I ran
into the lovely Mrs. Clark Gable
and she had on one of the new
fractional hats and it was power-
fully becoming te her. But I’ll bet
it Would look like the very dickens
on me or Jimmy Durante.

IRVIN S. COBB.
Copyrigh.t.—WNU Service,
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: Wroth Silver
Ever since the year 1170. the par-

ishes surrounding Knightlow, Stret-
ton - on - Dunsmore, Warwickshire,

of the Manor on St. Martin’s day.
Shortly before sunrise the money. is
placed-in a niche in the remains
of an old stonecross, and then is
collected by the Steward of the
Manor, according to Tit-Bits Mag-
azine. The fees are purely. nominal,
ranging from one penny to two shill-
‘ings and threepence-halfpenny. De-
faulters, however, are dealt with
severely, and have to pay a fine
of twenty shillings for every penny,
@s well as a white bull with red
ears and a red nose. But there has
been no necessity within living me-
mory. to enforce this fine. have paid Wroth Silver to the Lord.
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