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The Secretary of the Interior Confers W ith Settlers 
at Fairfield and Dutton Last Tuesday Con

cerning Sun River Irrigation Project.

Hon. Franklin K. Lane, secre
tary of the interior and his party, 
accompanied by Gov. Sam V. 
Stewart, ex-Governor E. L". Nor
ris and a number of persons from 
Great Falls, visited the Sun River 

• Irrigation project last Tuesday. 
The secretary talked with the set
tlers in an e f f o r t  to ascertain 
whether or not they desired to 
have the government complete the 
project or to abandon it altogether.

At Fairfield there were probab
ly 300 people in attendance, and 
the sentiment seemed to be large
ly for irrigation. There were a 
few, however, who thought they 
could do well enough dry farming. 
Secretary Lane made *it plain that 
he personally favored irrigation 
and in the course of his remarks 
said, among other things:

“ I believe in irrigation. I have 
watched it in my native state, Cali
fornia, seen the wonders , it has 
wrought in a once barren desert. 
I have seen it compared with dry 
fa1 . alv ays in favor of the 
land with the water. I am here to 
help develop homes, to defeat the 
aims of the speculator in • every 
way. ”

He impressed his hearers as be
ing absolutely fair in the matter 
and that it was his*earnest desire 
to ascertain the wants and needs 
of the settlers before determining 
the fate of the project.,

A petition was presented to him 
bearing the names.of 80 settlers' 
who favored irrigation. These 
petitioners represented 1 5, 0 0 0 
acres of land with improvements 
averaging §14 per acre. A vivi 
voce vote of the meeting disclosed 
the fact that fully 80 per cent of 
those present favored irrigation. 
Those not favoring irrigation were 
opposed to it because they thought 
they could not stand the cost, and 
it is thought b.yx some that there 
area few “ professional homestead
ers’ '' on the bench who want to ac-

quire title to their land as soon.as 
possible so that they can get their 
money and go to Canada and se
cure more land. Many of those 
who attended the meeting wore 
badges bearing the words, “ We 
are here to stay. We want water.5 
The Montanan is of the opinion 
that this is the sentiment of a large 
percentage of the actual settlers.

Leaving Fairfield the secretary 
and his party wenttoDutton where 
a large crowd was waiting. The 
meeting at Dutton did not last very 
long. Dutton is dry and they want 
to stay dry. They did not hesitate 
to so tell Secretary Lane, and on 
the streets and saloons would not 
permit those who favored irriga
tion to express their opinion, but 
howled down those who attempted' 
to speak in its favor. Secretary 
Lane made a short talk saying 
that he thought the farmers were 
making a mistake and that:

“ The time will come when 
these children which I see here be
fore me will appreciate and value 
what irrigationVill do for this 
part of Montana.”  Not only that, 
but I prophesy that every man of 
you will see the time when you 
will want irrigation, when you 
will regret your present pledge for 
dry farming. There is no part of 
the country where water can be 
put to better use than right here 
in Montana.”

Summing thé whole question up 
to- i t& -1 og-icklv'xié iu -the - Mon
tanan cannot help but believe that 
Secretary Lane will order the con
struction of the second, or Fair- 
field unit of the project. The third, 
or Teton slope unit, may be aband
oned. True, the secretary did not 
express an opinion, but from per
sonal experience he knows the val
ue of irrigation and as a majority 
of settlers at Fairfield “ Want 
Water,”  we feel confident that he 
will make it possible for them to 
have it in plenty if it is in his 
po wer so to do.

H ark ! T h is Eagle W o u ld  Like to 
Screech, “ H och  d e r  Im p era tor !’J  LAY STEEL NEXT MONDAY

Wool Clip is Short Gored by a Bull

Butte Aug. 6.—Montana’s wool 
clip fell short7,000,000 pounds this 
year. The state’s clip totaled only
30.000. 000 pounds, which is less 
than it has been for many years.

Of that amount 2 0,000,000 
pounds was sold directly, and
10.000. 000 pounds was consigned.

The highest price paid for wool
in Montana this year was between 
21 and 22 cents, and the average 
price paid for Montana wool was 
around 154 cents per pound.

These figures were furnished to
day by Joseph Stren, one of the 
oldest and best known wool buy
ers who visits Montana every 
year, and who was in Butte, Mon
day on his way home, witlrnews 
that Montana’s wool clips have 
been piactically cleaned up and 
the buying season is over in this 
state. Mr. Stren has spent the 
past two months in the wool mark
ets of Montana.

Marriage Licenses

Since our last report marriage 
licenses have been issued by James 
Gibson, clerk of the district court, 
to the following:

Earl Webster Rogers and Lil
lian Edith Adams, of Shelby.

i

James E. Cockerhan, of Valier, 
and Alice Larine Lukritz.'of Min
neapolis.

Thomas Eastensen and Dora 
Johnson, of Shelby.

Outbank, A u g .  5—Thomas 
Marcher, who resides about 12 
miles northeast of town was gored 
by a bull Sunday. He sustained 
terrible injuries that may result 
fatally. His collar bone on the 
left side was completely mashed, 
three upper ribs were broken and 
another directly over his heart 
was broken in; it seems almost 
miraculous that the latter did not 
come into contact with the heart 
and cause death. Besides these 
injuries he suffered several frac
tures in his lower ribs and may 
be internally injured. Dr. Hul- 
bush is attending him. He re
ports that the full extent of the 
man’s injuries cannot yet be 
known, but at the present writing 
he .says that he is resting easily.

C. Bennetsen, the well drilling 
man, has just completed his 
seventh well for Choteau parties. 
He has drilled two wells for Phil 
I. Cole, one each for Walter Gor 
ham, Jos. A. Baart, the Glenloyd 
hotel, Clarence Looney and Pat 
Crosaen. Mr. Bennetsen« is an 
experienced well driller, having 
served his apprenticeship in the 
oil fields of Pennsylvania, and the 
wells he has put down in Choteau 
have been satisfactory in every 
respect.

Mrs. E. E. Leech and daughter, 
Miss Florence of Valier,- are vis
iting with relatives and friends at 
the county seat.

Photo by American Press Association.

NO voiceless American eagle ever screamed louder, figuratively, than the 
German bird of war on the prow of the new giantess of the seas, the 
Imperator, when the latest wonder of the transatlantic, lanes arrived 
from Hamburg, Germany, at the port of New York and was warped 

into her pier at Hoboken. Everything about the Imperator. Is big, even this 
eagle. Indeed, If you’ll permit us, we might even venture to call it a bird of a 
figurehead. You can see for yourself from this picture. It was taken looking 
at the great vessel head-on as she lay at her pier . From this figurehead to the 
water is a distance of about seventy feet, The bridge of the ship Is ninety 
two feet above the water line, and the three great'stacks rise over sixty feet
above th e t o p ' deçk. This gives an; idea of the height of the leviathan. She if 
819 feet löng," ffoin“llie tip òf the Sitgle’s b¿'ak'ïo‘ thef¿enter of-the stern’a.arC;^

TWENTY YEARS AGO
Items of interest taken from the Choteau papers of this

date twenty years ago.

Miss Grace Vance is visiting at 
Great Fulls.

John Oliver arrived on today's 
coach.

Mrs. Concannon returned to 
Boulder today.

Born, today, a girl to the wife 
of John Jackson Jr.

Mr. and Mrs, Hodgskiss left 
this afternoon for Great Falls.

Mose Silverman, long time ab
sent at Ada, Ohio, attending col
lege, arrived home yesterday.

Mrs. Mary Robinson returned 
to Sun River on Wednesday even
ing, after a'visit of over a month.

Geo. Adlam’s new residence is 
now in the hands of the plasterer, 
and will soon be ready for oc
cupancy.

Miss Haas, who has been visit
ing Mrs. Hopkinson for some 
weeks, returned to Great Falls on 
Wednesday.

Bert Hofer has his new dwelling 
nearly completed. He expects his 
family about the middle o f next 
week.

J. W. Cory, cashier of th e  
Bank of Choteau, is on a visit at 
Helena this week. He is expected 
back in a few days.

The stringency in money mat
ters has been so wide spread in its 
depressing effects that even the 
Lawn Tennis Club of Choteau feel 
it.

Last Monday morning George 
A. Burke and brother of Butte, 
Mont., passed through this city on 
their way to Calgary district, 
Northwest Territory, to visit their 
parents.

D. S. Eddy, who is to take 
charge of the Choteau schools in 
September, is expected to arrive 
here with his family by the middle 
of next week. He will occupy the 
Peebles residence.

P. J. Elliot, a brother of Frank 
Elliott, and treasurer of the city 
of Great Falls, was accidentlly 
drowned last Saturday morning 
while bathing at the Great Falls 
of the Missouri. He was buried 
on Monday, Bishop Fowler offici
ating.

Peter Joyce, of “ Paradise” , now 
comes regularly to town with 
baskets of fine vegetables and bou
quets of sweet smelling flowers, 
plucked from his conservatory 
and garden near the flume. He 
has demonstrated the possibilities 
of gardening for profit in this vi
cinity, and his name will go down 
in the history of Teton county as 
one of the benefactors of the peo
ple.

Phil Leighten was over from the 
coal fields of the North Fork this 
week, arranging to supply our 
people with fuel this winter. A 
sample of his coal may he seen at 
Knowles’ blacksmith shop, where 
it is in practical use, answering 
every purpose as a good black
smith coal. It is certainly the 
best coal ever brought to this 
market. It cokes splendidly, and 
does not fill the stoves with clink
ers nor a9hes. One ton, it is 
claimed, will equal two of the 
Lethbridge article, and costs the 
same per ton.‘ Landlord Hodgs
kiss will probably be M r. Leigh
ton’ s agent at Choteau.

The Laying of Rails on the Great Falls and Teton 
Railway Will Start Next Monday Morning.

The Grade Now Practically Completed

Unless something unforseen hap
pens the work of laying the rails 
on the line of the Great Falls and 
Teton County (the Great Northern) 
railway between Power and Cho
teau will commence at Power 
next Monday morning. This 

is' the word received in this 
city yesterday by the officials 
and should prove very welcome 
news to our citizens, who have 
waited so many years for the ad
vent of the “ iron horse.”

The road bed between Power 
and the Teton river is practically 
completed, and, as two smaller 
bridges are now almost finished 
and the crews are working hard 
to have a couple more completed 
within the next week, it is not 
thought track laying will be de
layed in the least until the Teton 
river is reached. As the rails will 
be laid at the rate of a mile per 
day the construction gang should 
reach the Teton by the end of the 
present month, if not before.

It was originally the intention 
to drive the piles for the Teton-

bridge after the arrival of the 
track laying gang at that point, 
but the plans were changed this 
week and at least two pile-driving 
crews will he put to work at this 
point as soon as the material, can 
be assembled.

The road bed has been com
pleted north of the Teton as far. as 
the flour mill, and this week 
arrangements are being perfected 
which will permit the railway to 
commence grading through the 
town over property where the 
right-of-way has not as yet been 
bought. In the district court in 
the suit of the Great Falls 
and Teton county railway against
E. H. Ganong, William Hodgs
kiss, James Sulgrove, A. L. Ilalla- 
dayfand the'Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul railway, it was ordered 
by the court that the defendants 
have up to and including Sept. 3, 
1913, in which to file a stipulation 
naming the persons agreed upon 
by them as commissioners to 
ascertain an d  determine the 
amount to be paid by the plaintiff 
as damages for the right-of-way.

Brady Badly Bent

The Brady baseball team was 
badly bent in the game played 
with the nine from Choteau last 
Sunday afternoon, and it would not 
surprise the Montanan if the 
“ bent”  does not result in such a 
bad break that they will not re
cover 'frbii^' Us effects ,¡¿nring. 
present season. The score, oigni 
teen to ¡nothing, only partially 
tells the story. During the entire 
nine innings played 29 batsmen of 
the Brady team faced the Choteau 
pitcher— DcMars. Only one of 
their men reached second base. 
This Wiis due to an excusable error 
made by our right, fielder. Only 
three of their players reached 
first, and one of these was tagged 
out when our second baseman 
pulled off the “ hidden ball”  trick 
of the vintage of about 1S60. The 
runner was caught asleep. Do- 
Mars struck out 14 men. He is
sued no passes. The two Bradv 
pitchers, Putney and Amundson, 
stuck out five men each. Amund
son issued one pass. Brady was 
credited with three hits; Choteau 
bad a total of 28 hits. Our boys 
made 2 errors; Brady 15. Home 
runs were made by Powers and 
Burke. Burke madeanother home- 
run drive but was called out after 
it was discovered that he had failed 
to touch the third base while do
ing the merry-go-round. Connor 
made a total of four bases out of 
a two-base hit—the Brady players 
throwing the ball away while he 
was busy getting over the ground. 
In the ninth inning twelve play era 
faced Amundson, the Brady pitch
er. He was pounding all over the 
lot, ten hits,being made off his 
delivery, and the inning resulted 
in seven runs for Choteau. In 
Brady’s last inning Senator Lar
son was sent in to bat for Monson, 
and he showed some class— knock
ing out two fouls—but finally 
struck out.

The score by innings:

LOCAL NEWS

Born, on Tuesday, Aug. 5,1913, 
to the wife of J. W. Dahlstrom, an 
eight-pound son.

Mrs. Ed Logan, Mrs. G. A. 
Boutilier and son, Rupert, autoed
‘ *vi X

Miss Hazel Brown returned 
Sunday from a short visit with 
friends in Great Falls.

Choteau................0 0 3 0 3 3 0 -  7—18
Brady...................0 0 0 0 0 0  0 0  0 - 0

Reliable Watches

Elgin.
Waltham.
Illinois.
Hampden.
Let us show you the Hamilton 

watch, the finest railroad watch 
made.

Our repairing advertises itself. 
HOLLAND, the Jeweler*

S. D. Hooker, of Helena, arch 
deacon of diocees, is expected here 
tomorrow to spend Sunday with 
Rev. Male.v.

The Ladies Industrial society of 
the Methodist church will meet 
with Mrs. Russell on Wednesday, 
August 20th.

II. A. Prescott and wife, Miss 
Webli. M iss Lucille Anderson and 
Fred Foltz left this morning to ut- 
ted the circus at Great Falls.

FOR RENT—2,000 acres of 
sheeo pasture on the Blackleaf. 
Plenty of grass and running water. 
A. L. Hoy. 5-3tpd.

Miss Josephine Harrisson, form
erly a teacher in the Teton County 
High School, arrived here last 
Saturday evening, enroute to her 
homestead near Bynum.

C. W. W.ymer has the contract 
for building an eignt rootn-r e s i- 
dence for Attorney Phil 1. Cole in 
this eitv. Tho building is to be 
modern in every respect, and will 
cost in the neighborhood of §4,000. 
Work is to be started at once.

Otis Mellin and wife, who have 
been visiting in the east for a short 
time, arrived in this city last Tues
day for a visit with their son, 
Russell Mellin, of the Choteau 
drug store. They are on their 
way to their home on the Spokane 
reservation, where Mr. Mellin is 
connected with the Indian service.

The Misses Sigard and Ingborg 
Lear, of Lakota, N. D., arrived 
in Choteau yesterday for a visit 
with their sister, 'Mrs. L e w i s  
Thompson. Weather permitting 
the young ladies, Lewis Thomp
son and family and Win. Oden
wald will go to the Sun River hot 
springs tomorrow for a week’s 
outing.


