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Great Falls & Teton County Railroad Reaches Chotean
Choteau, the county seat and 

most prosperous town in Teton 
county, is no longer an “ inland 
town,”  the rails of the Great Fulls 
and Teton County railway having 
reached here last Tuesday, con
necting us with the outside world 
with bands of steel, and soon 
trains with real “ varnished”  cars 
will be making regular trips into 
the town. This will take us 
out of the frontier class and put 
us where we properly belong, in 
line with other prosperous and pro
gressive cities of the state.

On August loth last, the first 
rails on the Power-Choteau branch 
were laid at Power, and, as men
tioned in the Montanan at the 
time, Wallace, the son of J. B. 
Weaver, of the Beaupre house of 
this city, was given the honor of 
driving the first spike. Daily 
since then the rails have been 
slowly but surely creeping nearer 
the town. Some days a mile was 
laid; other days less'than that dis
tance was covered, but when the 
men handling the material in the 
yards at Power could get sufficient 
ties and rails loaded, the track
laying crew, under Gilbert Black- 
seth, the general foreman for A. 
Guthrie & Co., contractors, re
sponded nobly and two or more 
miles would be covered. It re
quired only one month and a day 
to complete the main line and the 
side tracks from Power to this 
point. The daily average has been 
about one mile; the main line con
sists of 28  ̂miles, and^a mile and 
a half of side track has been laid 
between Power and Choteau.

Choteau has been anxiously 
awaiting the advent of the “ iron 
horse”  for many years. Nearly a 
quarter of a century ago when the 
Great Falls and Canada railway 
(the narrow gauge), was being 
built from Lethbridge to Great 
Fulls, a committee of Choteau’s 
business men was appointed to 
interview the general manager in 
an endeavor to have the line built 
through this section.. Their mis
sion failed, however, as the com
pany could raise only sufficient 
funds to build 200 miles of track, 
and were compelled to build to 
Great Falls within that distance or, 
not at all. As a consequence the 
road was built through Shelby, 
old Pondera and old Collins, 
lcaying Choteau west of the line 
more than 25 miles. The country 
through which the road was run 
was much less favorably situated 
than the Choteau country, in an 
agricultural way, but this road 
was not built to develop the 
country. It was purely and 
simply a “ coal road”  from Can
ada.

Not content with their failures 
•to induce the Great Falls & Cana
da to build to this point, many 
citizens of Choteau organized a 
company to build a line from here 
to Steell station, but this also re
sulted in a failure; not, however 
until after the line had been sur
veyed and other valuable data ob
tained by the incorporators. The 
following, taken from the local 
paper of that date, will be of con
siderable interest at this time:
From the Choteau Montanian o f July 25.1890.

For some time past there has 
been many strange rumors afloat 
concerning the operations in this 
vicinity of Engineer J. P. Bous- 
caren, who has been seen osten
sibly running ditch lines between 
the Teton and the Muddy, which 
empties into Sun river, but over 
the most unlikely routes. Today, 
however, the cat got out of the 
bag. It is now learned from 
official sources that Mr. Bous- 
caren has been making the pre
liminary survey of a railroad liiie

THE TRACK LAYING MACHINE AT WORK NEAR-CHOTEAU
from Great Falls to-a point near, 
this place. '

Incorporation papers have been . 
filed and notice given of the first 
meeting of a company to be held 
at the office of the chief engineer, 
on Monday, August 4th, 1890.

This is the best news that has 
come to this section for some 
time.
From the Choteau Montanian. Aug, 8, 1890.

As stated two weeks ago articles 
of incorporation have been filed 
with the secretary of state incor
porating the Montana Northern 
railway company, with their main 
office at Choteau. The incorpora
tors are: Frank D. Copper, C. 
Wallace Taylor, Oliver G. Coop- 
ex’, Janies Gibson, Charles M. 
Blackman, Ulysses G. Allen and 
Julius P. Bouscaren. The road is 
to be constructed and operated in 
the counties of Choteau and Cas
cade. The capital stock is $250,- 
000.

On Friday evening the incor
porators held a meeting at the of
fice of Chief Engineer Bouscaren 
at which much business of import
ance was transacted.

The following officers w e r e  
elected F. D. Cooper, president; 
C. W. Taylor, vice president; U. 
G. Allen, treasurer; J. P. Bous
caren, secretary and chief engin
eer.

A few years later the narrow 
gauge was taken over by the 
Great Northern and broadened 
out to a standard gauge road.

In places the road bed was 
changed a few miles, new towns 
taking the places of Pondera, Con
rad and Collins. The policy of the 
company to develop the country 
soon became apparent, and pi’os- 
perous communities sprang up. 
Choteau without railroad facilities, 
but with an exceptionally fine 
agricultural country surrounding 
it, continued to at least hold its 
own, but it had to content itself 
with seeing other sections, Ie9S 
favorably situated, forging to the 
front. Now Choteau will come 
into her own. Not only is this 
one railroad already built, but the 
Milwaukee line is headed this way 
and will have trains running into 
the town early next year.

The first train to arrive in 
Choteau reached here Tuesday 
morning, and was of course the 
construction train, pulled by en
gine 504. The train was in charge 
of E. L. Shields, conductor; J. 
Bywater, engineer; E. Thelander, 
fireman, J. J. McMann and L. A. 
Lang, brakemen. Business in 
the town was generally suspended; 
schools were dismissed for the 
afternoon, and when the engine 
reached the center of Hamilton 
street at 3:58, pandemonium broke 
loose. The whistle chord was 
pulled down as far as it could 
possibly go, the engine bell was 
rung, the crowd, men, women and

When the Raiiroad Comes To Town.

LTlic following Ducm, which was published In a local Choteau paper a few 
years ago, Is republished, by request, as It Is very appropriate at this 
time. Mrs. Chas. Frankllp (nee Grace Lewis), o f Shannon City. Iowa. Is 
the author, so we have been Informed. She was a former resident of 
Choteau.]

“ When the railway smoke comes floating 
Like a banner o ’er your town,

Pause a moment, midst rejoicing,
Let one tear fall silent, down 

For there’s something gone forever
Tho’ you’ve splendid vict’ iy  won—

Those steel rails have stolen Choteau 
Fronr the frontier glamor land;

Linked her to the noisy present 
With a ruthless irpn band.

‘ ‘Often here ainlcftKe bustle ’ ' iV'
And the hurry of our times,

Do I pause and think of Choteau:
Foothills, mountains,' buttes and streams; 

And I long for it, the heimweh 
Stealeth in my very dreams.

Oh, Priest Butte and grim old Grindstone,
Will the railway climb your side,

And the factory’s tall smoke stack,
Mar your rugged gx’andeur wide,

Where was once the Indian’s camp fire,
Or his signal to his tribe?

“ Sparkling waters from the mountains 
Circle Choteau, like a pearl,

Mounted in the purest silver,
A romantic island town;

For up north rebellious Spring creek,
Leaves the Teton’s mother breast—

Seeketh for itself new channels 
In its journey from the west;

Prodigal it nms and wantons 
An unruly captious child,

’Till at last it groweth weary
Of its course so lone and wild,

And again unites with Teton,
Mother Teton—meek and mild,

Where the buttes stand, like a gateway—
To the city of our dreams.

“ But it must be thus, Oh, Choteau.
For the laws of man and nations 

Are but laws of God and Nature—
We must progress or we die.

Tho’ we lose, our gain is greater,
And the rnem’ rv of the past 

Stays with us, a mellowod image 
May it fade not, may it last—

Someone take up pen or pencil
And, Miss Jennie, seize your brush 

Let us Crystallize a classic 
Do it quickly with a rush 

In a manner rough and western 
Ere the new blots out the old;

Some Gaskell write up this Cranston 
Of the foothills, write it bold—

Illustrate it with much umber and 
Vermillion—be it told,

How the Cattle Queen and Gibson,
Cayu.se mounted, found the place,

Bro Van did preach the gospel 
Following in their steps apace.

How our puddle was so little
That most every toad was great,

And each one developed talents,
Here, a genius—there, a freak.

How our Bairs have called on Teddy,
And our cow-boys have writ verse, 

Whitemansque and rough and ready
Someone ought to write up Choteau—  

Where’ the genius?
—One of the “ Freaks”

children, cheered as long and ns 
loud ¡is their lungs and energy 
would permit, and the band played 
as noisily as possible. The rail
road—tho first one for Choteau— 
was here.

Notwithstand the fact that this 
is our first railroad, Choteau and 
the Choteau country is a well- 
developed un d  a prosperous 
section, with excellent schools and 
churches, well-tilled farms, both 
of the irrigated and dry-land 
variety, and contains a happy and 
contented population. The first 
piece of land “ proved-np”  on in 
what is now Choteau, was on Nov. 
16, 1882, when Isaac - N. Hazlott 
received his patent- for his pre
emption for the west half of the 
northwest quarter of section 24, 
and the west half of northeast 
quarter of section 25, township 
24 north, range 5 west. The 
second one was the Alfred B. 
Hamilton pre-emption for 160 
acres, on Dec. 13, 1882. Mr. 
Hamilton deeded fifteen acres of 
his land to his partner, Hazlett, 
and together they had surveyed 
the original townsite of Choteau, 
consisting of 74.49 acres. This 
townsite plat was filed and accept
ed by the board of commissioners 
of old Choteau county at. Ft. 
Benton, on August 29, 1883, at 5 
o'clock p. m., and thereafter lots 
were sold by the partnership of 
Hamilton & Hazlett. The streets 
of the town were not laid out to 
conform to the points of the com
pass, but rather to conform to the 
trail leading in front of the Ham
ilton & Hazlett store, which had 
been built during the winter of 
1879 and 1880.

The first residence building to 
be built in what is now embraced 
within the limits of Choteau, was 
the Hamilton house in the “ grove”  
on the southeast portion of town. 
Unfortunately this “ grove”  is a 
thing of the past, it having been 
found necessary to blast out all of 
these handsome trees to make 
room for the railroad right-of- 
way.

The house, which was built of 
logs, and later weather-boarded, 
is still in fairly good repair, but 
it must be moved within a short 
time to get it off the i’ight-of- 
way. The building will probably 
be put on the lots just east of the 
old Moore residence, in the Hob
son addition, negotiations to that 
effect being now under considera
tion.

Many additions to the original 
townsite of Choteau have been 
made. Hazlett’s first and second 
addition were tiled and approved 
by the county commissioners on 
May 10, 1887. Jackson’s first 
addition was approved on June 8, 
1898—at the second regular meet- 
inff of the commissioners of the 
newly created county of Teton. 
The following day the plat of

i Hamilton’s addition was ’ a p- 
1 proved. Following this, no ad
ditions were platted until Dec. 3, 

¡1912, when the Hirsh berg addition 
was approved. During th e  
present year there,,were three ad
ditions made, tne Hohson addition 
approved on March 4, 1913, Cow- 
gill’s addition on March 27, and 
the Sherburne addition in April.

RAILROAD NOTES.
To little Sidney Franklin, the 

four-year-old son of Roy Frank- 
lin, belongs! thelfjionor of being 
the first resident of Choteau to 
ride^on “ the first train”  into the 
town.

H. H. Thompson has secured 
a site for a coal yard on the line 
of the new railway, located just 
south I of the elevator, fc which is 
now under construction. Ho will 
have coal here ready for delivery 
a« soon as any one else engaged 
in the same business.

Orders have been issued to the 
construction company to accept 
carload shipments of freight billed 
to either Limington or Choteau. 
All freight charges must be pre
paid.

The first shipment of revenue 
freight over our new railway was 
received today, when five car 
loads of lumber for the elevators 
to be built along the line, were 
shipped out of Power.

11. Budd, chief engineer of the 
Great Northern railway, of St. 
Paul, Division Engineer Hickman, 
B. C. Crooks and Phil JL Cole came 
up from Power yesterday on the 
the first “ special”  over the line. 
Messrs. Budd and Hickman went 
on to Bynum in an outo, return
ing to Power in time for Mr. Budd 
to catch the evening train to Great 
Falls. Mr. Budd expresses him
self ns heing highly pleased with 
the work already completed 
on the new line, also the town of 
Choteau, which exceeded his fond
est expectation, and with the sur
rounding country.

High School Notes

During the past week the boys 
and girls have commenced to take 
an interest in basket ball. The 
prospects for a cup winning team 
this year are very good, as a 
number of lasl year’s team will 
still lie* here and a great deal of 
new’ material has entered school. 
It is possible that the school 
board will be able to equip each 
w’itli a suit and shoes, which will 
help things materially.

A girl’s glee club was organized 
this week under direction of Miss 
Shannon.

The Senior class was oi’ganized 
Wednesday with the following 
officers: Chester Trescott, presi
dent; Victor Parker, secretary; 
and Masie Crawford, treasurer.

John Burrell, a former student 
of thisjschool, visited us Wednes
day, and rendered a number of 
selections on the piano.

A  new Stickney engine is being 
installed this week for pumping 
purposes.

On Tuesday afternoon the 
students were granted a holiday 
in order that they might watch the 
track laying, and see the first 
train enter Choteau.

Rosa Kirscli lias been absent 
this week, having been called 
home due to on accident in the 
family.

L. H. Thompson returned Wed
nesday evening from White Earth, 
North Dakota, where he went a 
couple of weeks ago to ■ superin
tend the harvesting of his wheat 
crop.


