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O rgan iza tions , S to res  Begin  
Preparing for C hris tm as Season

Preparations for the upcoming 
Christmas holidays are now being 
made in Choteau.

The annual free movie wiE be 
held at the Roxy Theatre, Dec. 20 
at 2 p.m. and Santa Claus will be 
on hand following the movie to 
pass out treats to the youngsters. 
The movie will be sponsored by 
the Citizens State Bank and the 
treats by the Choteau Chamber of 
Commerce.

Lake W atson  
Dies Sunday

Lake G. Watson died in Teton 
Memorial Hospital Sunday, Dec. 7, 
at the age of 77. Miss Watson had 
been sick for one week.

Miss Watson was born Sept 18,
1892 in Richmond, Ind. She first 
moved to Big Sandy, Mont., as a 
child and moved to Choteau 
1937.

She is survived by two sisters,
Ruth Watson and Mrs. Edith Van 
Scherpenzeel, both of Choteau, and 
a brother, James E. Watson, Ana
conda.

Services were held Tuesday at 2 
p.m. in Banks Chapel with Pastor 
Norman Graham and Elder R. Har
ris of the Seventh-Day Adventist 
Church officiating at the services.
Burial followed in Choteau Ceme
tery.

Pallbearers were Leonard Sheble,
Henry Van Setten, James Nowlin,
Ray Nelson, PhiUip Harris and 
Chris Johnson. Music was provided 
by Robert Gronbcrg and Mrs. Ray 
Bailanlyne.

Christm as C o n c e rt  
Scheduled a t School

The Choteau High School music 
department will hold its annual 
Christmas concert Sunday, Dec 21, 
at 8 p.m. in the high school audi
torium, ucording to Lloyd Rey
nolds. director of the CHS band 
and choir

Reynolds said both the band and 
choir will perform at the concert, 
and most of the tunes will follow 
the Christmas theme

No admission will be charged fo r1 attend, according to Ted Kasper, 
the concert. ! Teton County president

Most stores are planning to ex
tend shopping hours for Christmas 
shopping on several nights prior 
to Christmas. Shopping hours will 
be extended to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Friday next week and on 
Monday and Tuesday, Dec. 22 and 
23 the week of Christmas. This is 
for the convenience of area rest 
dents who cannot get their Christ 
mas shopping done during regular 
business hours

The Choteau Jaycees are spon
soring a Christmas decoration con
test this year. This is the first 
contest of this nature to be held 
in Choteau in a number of years. 
The Jaycees will award a $15 first 
prize for the best decorated home 
and a $10 second prize will also 
be offered. The winners wiE be 
picked Sunday evening, Dec. 21 
and the announcement of the win
ners wiE be in the Dec. 24 edition 
of the Choteau Acantha.

The Chamber of Commerce urg
es aU organizations having Christ
mas lights to put them on a tree 
on the lawn of the court house. 
The Chamber and Jaycees have 
been encouraging organizations or 
individuals to sponsor the lighting 
of a tree on the court house oval 
for several years in the , hope 
that some day every tree on the 
court house oval will be lighted. 
The Chamber has voted to buy 
additional lights each year in an 
effort to hurry this project along 
but the support of many other or
ganizations is also needed to ful
fill the project.

C . Jarv is  T o  S p eak  
T o  Farm ers  U n io n  
A t  S unny S lo p e  H a ll

Clyde Jurvis, president of the 
Montana Farmers Union, will be 
guest speaker at the Teton County 
Farmers Union meeting scheduled 
for Saturday, Dec 13 at the Sunny 
Slope hall.

Jarvis will speak on the prob
lems of agriculture. A dinner will 
bo served by the members of the 
Sunny Slope local at noon.

The meeting will begin at 10 30 
a m and the public is invited to
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Safeguard M issile Funds Decision 
T o  Be Reached By Senate Soon

The House approved $69.9 billion 
in appropriations for the Defense 
Department Monday. This bill in
cluded the money to be spent on 
the Safeguard missile system near 
Conrad.

As the Acantha went to press, 
the Appropriation Bill was in the 
Senate Appropriation Committee, 
and it was expected to be acted on 
in the Senate before Christmas. 
The New York Times predicted 
a battle on the floor would take 
place over the ABM deployment 
plan, but indications now are that 
the bill will pass easily.

Last summer, there was a battle
in the Senate to stop the Legisla- the installation of the system, and

tive approval of the ABM program. 
The anti-ABM coalition failed by 
one vote, at that time, to stop 
authorization of the program.

The opinions on the new system 
seemed to be almost even last sum
mer, not only in the Senate, but 
in the state of Montana. According 
to a poll taken by Representa
tive Arnold Olsen, D.-Montana, of 
10,000 voters in the first district of 
Montana, 47 per cent of the voters 
polled said they favored the install
ation of the ABM defense system 
in Montana. Of those polled, 43.5 
per cent said they did not favor

J im  D e llw o  Describes Problem s  
O f  Being M a y o r  to  Local Lions

Mayor James Dellwo addressed 
the Choteau Lions Club at its reg
ular bi-monthly meeting Tuesday.

The Choteau mayor spoke on 
city government and told of some 
of the problems the city has had 
since he became mayor last spring.

Dellwo said the first thing he 
ran into was a water shortage, 
shortly after he took office. He 
said that this problem is being 
dealt with and if all goes well the 
situation will be remedied by next 
summer upon completion of a new 
lateral well which is expected to 
furnish the city with twice the 
supply of water that has been 
available during recent years. He 
said the city has ample pumping 
ing facilities but the water supply 
was inadequate to furnish the de
mand for ever 1,000,000 gallons of 
water per day in the summer 
months.

Mayor Delhvo said that money 
was available to finance the pro-

Bulldogs M e e t  Conrad Cow boys  
Friday T o  O p e n  C onference Play

The Choteau Bulldogs will open 
conference play this weekend

a shot away before losing the 
Box Score

ball.

■when they meet the Conrad Cow Choteau 36 fg ft pf Ip
boys at Conrad Friday night and Dan Rogers 0 1 0 1
the Shelby Coyotes Saturday night Lonnie Kelly 2 1 3 5
at Choteau Dave Hartman .2 4 1 8

Both Shelby and Conrad arc ex Steve Snyder 4 1 2 9
pected to have a chance to take John Dhanc 0 1 5 1
the conference title this year with Ed Jensen 1 1 2 3
a number of veterans returning to C. Gunderson . 1 0 3 2
their squads. Conrad doesn't have Greg Newell 0 0 3 0
the height that Shelby has but Terry Martin 1 3 0 5
has plenty of speed and several Allen Adams 1 0 1 2
sharp shooters. Greg Yeager 0 0 2 0

Choteau completed its second 
weekend of non-confercnco action

Totals
m

12 • • 12 22 36

losing to Simms Friday night for Simms 55 fg ft Pf tp
the second time and then traveling Duane Gebhart .. 2 0 2 4
to Fort Benton Saturday to upset Bill Hanson . . . 2 6 4 10
the Longhorns. John Barrett . 1 2 3 4

Simmi 55 - Choteau 36 Dennis Davidson . .5 1 2 11
Friday night the Simms Tigers Chuck Merja 3 4 5 10

upset Choteau’s plans to avenge Paul Moss .. .5 0 2 10
the previous week’s 48-45 double- Steve Opheim 1 2 1 4
overtime loss when the Tigers Rex Woods 1 0 1 2
moved ahead of the Bulldogs 11-10 Totals 20 15 20 55
at the end of the first period and Choteau 52 - Fort Benton 40
then preceded to make a runaway
*-* r  4 1 .  f f n  m / i Saturday nighl the Bulldogs got

Choteau scored only 5 points in 
the second quarter compared to 17 
for Simms. The third period was 
more of the same with the Bull
dogs picking up 5 more points on 
one field goal and three free 
throws and Simms extended its 
lead to 38-20 at the three-quarter 
mark. Choteau nearly doubled its 
score in the final frame, hooping 
16 points but the Tigers made 17.

A team effort paved the way 
for the Tigers with four players 
scoring in double figures. Not one 
Bulldog was able to score in the 
double figures and turnovers wore 
numerous, as many times during 
the game the team failed to get

off to a big 20-3 lead in the first 
period at Fort Benton and although 
Choteau cooled off in the second 
half the Longhorns were unable 
to catch the visiting Bulldogs.

Dave Hartman, Steve Snyder, 
John Dhanc and Lonnie Kelly com
bined to rack up 20 points in the 
first quarter and Dan Rogers pitch
ed in with 7 in the second period 
to lead the team to an 18-point 
quarter. The Longhorns scored 
only 3 points in the first canto and 
managed only 8 more in the second 
to trail 38-11 at halftime.

The Longhorns came to life in 
the third to score 17 points while 
Dhane connected for all 7 of the

Bulldog scores. The fourth period 
saw the Bulldogs still having trou
ble hitting the basket, coming up 
with only 7 more points, but Fort 
Benton made only 12 and never 
seriously threatened to take the 
lead.

Dhane and Snyder topped Cho
teau scorers with 14 and 12 points 
respectively and Villeaux and Lep- 
lcy each tossed in 11 for the Long
horns. Choteau had its best night 
at the free throw Ene, picking up 
18 points from 36 chances. The 
Bulldogs also made their fewest 
fouls, committing 15 compared to 
25 by Fort Benton. Also on Satur
day night the Bulldogs shot over 
40 per cent from the field compar
ed to 16 per cent Friday night 
against Simms.

Box Score

ject because of money built up in 
past years to accommodate such 
a need.

Dellwo then changed the sub
ject to the city dump. He said that 
city officials have been looking for 
a new dump ground, out of the city 
limits but near Choteau, for a num
ber of years but have been unsuc
cessful in locating one. He said one 
of the reasons it is hard to find 
a dump ground is because people 
do not want trash piled up and 
burned on their property. However, 
he said, this would not be the 
case. Because of new regulations 
soon to go into effect, burning will 
be forbidden and the city plans a 
land-filled dump ground

The mayor said the city would 
take property that was unlcvel 
and fill it with garbage ; nd cover 
the garbage with dirt, thereby lev
eling the land and thus improving 
it for the land owner.

Dellwo also touched on plans for 
future improvements to the city’s 
sewer system and the city’s part 
in the library project.-He told the 
Lions the city had levied $1,000 for 
improvements to the present li
brary building but the money is 
insufficient to take care of aE the 
improvement needs at the library.

The mayor said that .due to the 
increased use of librfc£y facilities 
there is a definite need-for a larg
er building and urged the support 
of everyone in financing the fund 
drive now under way to purchase 
the ViEager building.

In addition to 30 Lions Club 
members present at the dinner 
meeting, guests included Rick 
Baird, Choteau High School teach
er, and D. B. Crane.

The next Lions Club meeting 
will be held next Tuesday, Dec. 
16, instead of the regularly sched
uled date of Dec. 23. The change 
was made to avoid conflicts with 
activities during the final days be
fore Christmas.

Choteau 52 fg ft Pf *P
Dan Rogers ... .. 4 1 0 9
Lonnie Kelly 3 2 J 8
Dave Hartman 1 4 5 a
Steve Snyder 4 4 1 12
John Dhane 4 6 3 14
C. Gunderson ... 1 1 3 3
Terry Martin 0 0 1 0
Allen Adams 0 0 1 0

Totals ........ 17 18 15 52
•

Ft. Benton 40
• •

fg ft Pf fp
Villeaux ...... . 3 5 4 11
Lepley . .. .5 1 5 11
Elliot .............. .0 0 2 0
Ritter ........... 4 1 1 9
Fjelstad ..... ... 1 1 4 3
L u s in ............. .... 3 0 2 6
Tope ................. .....0 0 1 0
Bennett ............ .... 0 0 2 0
Larson .............. .... 0 0 2 0
Wethem ........... .....0 0 2 0

Totals ............ ....16 8 25 40

Legionnaires S e t  
C hristm as P arty

The annual American Legion 
Christmas party is scheduled for 
Saturday, Doc. 13. Festivities will 
begin at 6 30 p.m with a no-host 
cocktail hour in the lower Legion 
hall and a potluck dinner in the 
upper hall at 7.30.

A dance is scheduled for 9 p.m 
in the lower hall. The dance is 
open to the public.

T ra p  S h o o t S la te d
A trap shoot will be held this 

Saturday. Dec. 1, at 1 p.m. at the 
trap grounds east of Choteau on 
the Dutton highway. Shooters will 
compete for hams and turkeys. 
The shoot is being sponsored by 
the Future Farmers of America.

The trap grounds are located 1% 
mEes east of Choteau on the Dut
ton highway and 1 mile north.

9.5 per cent gave no response to 
the question.

President Nixon called for the 
installation of the Safeguard Mis
sile System last March, and told 
the American public the system 
would replace the existing Senti
nel missile system. The Sentinel 
Missile System was designed to 
protect the populated areas of the 
country. The proposed Safeguard 
Missile System is designed to pro
tect the deterent force of the U. S. 
in case of nuclear war.

In a press conference Monday, 
the President warned that if the 
major appropriation bills are not 
acted upon by Christmas, he will 
call a special session after Christ
mas.

The U. S. Army announced Tues
day, Oct. 21, that one of the pro
posed Safeguard Missile Sites, 
which would guard the deterent 
forces in this area, would be near 
Conrad. It is thought that some 
3,500 workers and their famEies 
will move into the area at the peak 
of the proposed construction. -

The estimated cost of the project 
is about $160 million, excluding 
the cost of procuring and installing 
the weapon system equipment.

Shortly after the proposed site 
was announced. Mayor Jim Deilwo. 
along with Jim Hamilton, City 
Council president; George Higgins, 
secretary of the Choteau Chamber 
of Commerce, and Robert Gormley, 
superintendent of schools, attended 
an ABM oriefing session in Con
rad. Dellwo told the Acantha at 
that time there was a possibility 
that Choteau might have an in
crease of about 50 families because 
of shortage of housing in Conrad.

Last week, Major Merton Giant 
told the Choteau Chamber of Com
merce that there was a severe 
shortage of housing in Conrad, and 
unless that community took some 
kind of action, it would be iE- 
equipped to handle the need of 
the workmen scheduled to arrive 
in the Conrad area next summer 
if the money is allotted by the 
Senate.

In his talk to the Chamber, Maj
or Giant touched on the contro
versy over the Safeguard Missile 
System. The Safeguard Missile 
System, according to Maj. Giant, 
has received more publicity than 
any other defense system and poss
ibly more than any piece of legis 
lation. Maj. Giant termed the ob
jections of the system, “more em
otional than practical.”

An impact survey was taken in 
Choteau last week by the Army 
Corps of Engineers. The represent
atives who carried out the survey 
told Mayor Dellwo that Choteau 
was better equipped than most of 
the small towns in this area to 
handle an increase in population.

Services T o d a y  
F o r  J o e  S uek

Joseph Herman Suek, 90, died 
in the Teton County Nursing 
Home Monday. Services are set 
for today at 11 a.m. at St. Williams 
CathoEc Church in Dutton. Inter
ment will be in the Dutton Ceme
tery.

Suek was born Dec. 4, 1879 in 
New Munich. Minn. He was a long 
time Dutton resident. He worked 
as a butcher there and was the 
cemetery sexton from 1949 until 
1963.

He is survived by four brothers, 
George, Dutton, Henry, Great 
Falls, Pete, Vaughn, and Herman 
of Osage, Minn. He is also surviv
ed by a sister, Mrs. Mary Lock
hart, Melrose, Minn.

The services wiE be officated 
over by Rev. Harry Butori. PaE- 
bearers are James Suek, Arnold 
Suek, Eugene Suek, Robert Suek, 
Elgar Suek, and Lawrence Suek.

Banks Funeral Home is in 
charge.

Christmas festivities will com
mence this Sunday, Dec. 14 at the 
Choteau Elementary School and 
continue through Dec. 23.

Invitations have been sent to 
parents of grade school youngsters 
to attend an open house on Thurs
day, Dec. 18, from 7:30 to 9 p.m. 
Rooms wiE be decorated for 
Christmas and teachers wiE be 
in their rooms. AE students are 
asked to stay out of the building 
during the open house.

Coffee wiE be served in the 
cafeteria.

In conjunction with the open

Local Jaycees  
T e ll Progress 
O f  Library D rive

The Choteau Jaycees announced 
earlier this week that $5,100 of 
the $13,500 needed to purchase the 
ViEager building for the new Cho
teau Public Library has been 
raised.

The Jaycees are behind their 
time schedule for the fund raising 
drive, but said they have had good 
response from the people who have 
been contacted.

Mrs. Jim Arensmeyer, member 
of the Library Board, told the 
Acantha that the First National 
Bank of Great Falls has imposed 
a Jan. 2 1970 deadline on their 
offer to lower the price on the 
building from $25,000 to $22,000. Ac
cording to Mrs. Arensmeyer, an 
additional $5,000 will be needed to 
purchase furniture and equipment 
for the new library, making a total 
of $27,000. C h o t e a u ’s share is 
$13,500, with the other half to 
come from federal matching funds.

Adrian Dargan, co-chairman of 
the Jaycee Library Committee, u r
ged the communiy to support the 
Jaycee drive so the deadline could 
be met. Dargan said anyone wish
ing to contribute to the library 
fund should contact a Jaycee 
Checks should be made payable to 
the Choteau Library Fund 

Dargan emphasized that the Jay 
cees is an organization which is 
working for the growth and bet
terment of the community. “No 
project could better merit our time 
and effort than the proposed new 
library,” he said.

2 n d  H o n o r R oll 
F o r  C H S  T o ld

Robert Gormley, superintendent 
of schools, has announced the hon 
or roll for the second six week 
period at Choteau High School.

Seniors: Wendy Otness, 8.2; Val
erie Krone, 8.0; Linda Bachmeier, 
6.8; Robert Batton, 6.8; Sandy Han
son, 6.8; Frank Hensley, 6.8; Betty 
Jo Jessop, 6.8; Carolyn Johnson, 
6.8; Janet Morey, 6.8; Bob Corbett, 
6.2; Rose Corey, 6.2; Caroline Drey- 
er, 6.2; Henri Wisse, 6.2; Louis 
Bouma, 6.0, and Benna Christman, 6 .0.

Juniors: Susan Rathman, 8.5;
John Dhane, 7.8; Gloria RusseE, 
7.5; Carrie Enzweiler, 7.2; Jane 
Southard, 7.2; Greg Luinstra, 7.0; 
Gary Beaudean, 6.8; Louise Dreyer, 
6.5 Irene Inbody, 6.2; Carol Luin
stra, 6.2, and Jane Wisse, 6.2.

Sophomore: June Dale, 8.2; Peg
gy Groth, 8.2; Pam Groth, 8.2; Mary 
Hensley, 8.2; Andy Jordan, 8.0; 
Evon Davidson, 7.8; John Reed, 
7.8; Karen Agee, 7.5; Caroline 
Scott, 6.5; Janet Otness, 6.0, and 
Robert Stokes, 6.0.

Freshmen; Gary Denison, 8.0; 
Jeanne Kretschman, 8.0; Linda 
Luinstra, 8.0; Jim Hinman, 7.5; 
Robert Jenson, 7.5; Jody Hamil
ton, 7.2; John Breen, 6.8; David 
Hansen, 6.8; Ralph LaRance, 6.8; 
Louise Pearson, 6.8; Kathy Rath- 
man, 6.2, and Bonnie Bremer, 6.0.

M o n ito r in g  C o u rse
There wiE be a two-hour refresh

er course in radiological monitor
ing in the science room at the 
Choteau High School next Tues
day, Dec. 16, at 7 p.m., Vem Murr, 
county director of Civil Defense, 
has announced.

house the elementary school staff 
extends an invitation to anyone 
wishing to visit the classrooms 
while classes are in session to do 
so. Those wishing to visit classes 
are asked to come during school 
hours preferrably during the early 
part of the week of Dec. 15.

The teachers wiE not take time 
away from child instruction to wel
come parents nor to talk to them, 
said Stan Rathman, elementary 
school principal, but chairs will be 
available in the back of each room 
and parents should feel free to 
come and go as they wish. *

The foEowing times are prefer- 
rable, in order to avoid Christmas 
program practice and recesses.

Kindergarten and 1st grades 9- 
10 a.m. and 1-2 p.m.; second
through sixth grade, 9-10:30 a.m. 
seventh and eighth grade, 9-11 a.m. 
and 1-3:15 p.m.

The Christmas season wiE be 
officially kicked off this coming 
Sunday night when school board 
members and school personnel get 
together for a potluck dinner spon
sored by the Montana Education 
Association, Choteau Chapter.

Christmas programs are schedul
ed as follows:

Friday, Dec. 19: 2:35 p.m. grades 
5-8 (vocal and band) in the new 
high school auditorium.

Monday, Dec. 22: 11 a.m. Morn
ing kindergarten program in the 
kindergarten room. Afternoon kin
dergarten program in the room at 
2 p.m. At 2:45 grades 1-4 in the 
new high school auditorium.

On Tuesday, Dec. 23, individual 
rooms wiE have gift exchanges 
and parties. Dismissal of all grades 
will be at 2:45 p.m. that day and 
buses will run at 3 p.m.

M rs . A r t  W e lls  
D ies a t  H o m e

Mrs. Arthur (Charlotte May) 
Wells died in her home south of 
Choteau on Thursday, Dec. 4, at 
thn age of 78.

Mrs. Wells was born March 23. 
1891 in Maple HiE, Kan. to Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Bruce Young. After 
graduating from high school, she 
taught school in Kansas. In 1912, 
she married Arthur A. WeEs, and 
the couple came to Montana, home
steading west of Choteau in 1921.

In 1937, the couple moved to 
Choteau where they lived until 
1942 when WeEs took the posi
tion of manager of Sun River El
ectric in Fairfield. In 1955, the 
couple retired and moved to their 
home south of Choteau.

Mrs. WeEs was a member of the 
Order of Eastern Star and of the 
Choteau United Methodist Church.

She is survived by the widower; 
a daughter, Mrs. Adele Meyer 
Tacoma, Wash.; two sisters, Mrs. 
T. A. Cone, Los Angeles, CaHf., 
and Mrs. H arry Beach, Maple HE1, 
Kan., and a brother, J. B. Young, 
Long Beach, Calif.

Services were held Monday at 
the United Methodist Church in 
Choteau with Rev. Allen Adams 
officiating. Interment was in Cho
teau Cemetery.

The paEbearers were James 
Peebles Jr., LaVeme Murr, Jesse 
Gleason, J. C. Salmond, Darwin 
Crane and Leonard Sheble. The 
music was provided by Robert 
Gronberg, soloist and Helen Ball- 
antyne, organist.

MRS. ARTHUR WELLS

Jess« Gltaion, local western artist, i i  shown above with a painting 
he is currently working on. Gleason has been painting as long as he 
can remember, and is presently teaching an art class in his Choteau
studio.

Jesse G leason: A rtis t o f th e  O ld  W e s t
This is the first of a three-parti series on Jesse Gleason, outstanding western artist from Chofeau.
Jesse Gleason was bom in a log] 

cabin about five miles north of 
Choteau on Spring Creek. Over 
60 years later, he was to build 
another log cabin, but this one 
was in Choteau, and was to be 
the birthplace of many creative 
remembrances of years past.

Gleason is a western artist, and 
in coming years, he may be 
thought of as the outstanding 
western artist of our time.

At a spry 78, Gleason is still 
painting, and helping younger art
ists develop their talents by teach
ing them.

Gleason’s father came to Mon
tana to run cattle while Montana 
was still open range. "Things were 
a lot different then,” Gleason said. 
“There was no doctor around when 
I was born, so an Indian woman 
helped my mother when the time 
came.”

There were no reservations when 
Gleason grew up, and many of his 

) playmates were Indian chEdren.

'T was always asking the old In
dians what it was like in the old 
days, he said, “and they told me. 
They were honest about it, too. I 
used to go up to Browning and 
visit them after they were put on 
the reservation."

The knowledge the old Indians 
passed on to the young Gleason 
was to become the foundation of 
many of his later works. He still 
likes to do Indian pictures and 
portraits.

Meeting people was different 
then, too, according to Gleason. 
“You meet so many people these 
days, you can't possibly remember 
all of them. When I was growing 
up, our closest neighbor was 25 
miles away. If you went visiting 
it usually meant you stayed the 
night. I can remember when as 
many as 15 people would stay at 
our place. When you met some
body you remembered them - they 
left an impression. I can still re
member the old timers around 
town from those days, clear as a 
bell.”

As a teenager, Gleason saw the

end of “open range.”
“This area, between Choteau and 

the mountains, was the last to be 
fenced in. A homesteader couldn’t 
and still can’t, make a Eving on 
160 acres. But in 1914, the land 
was fenced."

It was about this time that Glea
son traveled to art school in St. 
Paul, Minn. He studied art there, 
off and on, for about four years. 
He gave the foEowing reason for 
leaving the school:

“I sat up late one night, and did 
a picture I caEed “Changing 
Ranges,” showing a cowboy at 
work. I took the picture to class 
the next morning and asked for 
criticism. They told me they could
n’t criticize it because they didn’t 
now anything about life out here. 
I decided that this was the kind 
of thing I wanted to paint, so I 
left."

On returning to Montana, Char
les RusseE confided in Gleason: 
“You know, if I (RusseE) had 
stuck with art school, I might 
have made an artist someday.” 

“I’ve thought of that many

times,” Gleason said.
During the first World War, 

Gleason was the first Montanan to 
pass the rigid requirements of the 
U. S. Marine Corps. After training, 
he was sent to France where he 
served as a scout.

He said, “It was dangerous and 
tiring work, but it was worth it. 
When we finally got to Germany, 
the scouts were treated better by 
the officers because they figured 
we deserved it.”

Gleason is one of the few men 
who earned six battle stars, signi
fying he went through six major 
battles during World War I. One 
of those battles was the Battle at 
Belleau Wood, which is one of 
the highlights of Marine Corps his
tory.

Gleason was one of only seven 
from his company who lasted 
through the war without being 
killed, wounded or transferred.

After tne war, Gleason returned 
to Montana and served three terms 
as county assessor, and ran cattle 
until 1929. Until about 10 years ago, 
he worked as an interior decor

ator. At that time he turned his 
entire attention toward painting.

Gleason has been painting for a 
long time, as long as he can re
member, in fact. When he was a 
boy, he drew because he Hved on 
a ranch, and it served him as a 
handy form of entertainment. Then 
a little later, he picked up a Ettle 
spending money by painting.

“My brother-in-law was a clari
net player and used to play dances 
around here,” he said, “and I used 
to paint piEow tops to sell at the 
dances. I was too shy to seE them 
myself, so I would give some kid 
four bits to auction them off, and 
I’d get about $7.”

Nowadays. Gleason is reimbursed 
a bit more for his work. A few 
years ago, he sold a painting for 
$1,000. A painting by Gleason us- 
uaEy runs from $35 to $500.

Gleason recalled the first paint
ing he sold: “I sold a painting, 
about 4 feet by 6 feet, to a saloon 
keeper to put in his saloon. He 
gave me $20, and I thought I had 
reaEy arrived.”


