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D&K Ag Supply, l
“The on ly d ea ler OUTSTANDING in  yo u r fie ld "

C a l l  r r n n  a r l v k n r

from page 1
V “Buck said that anyone who has a' 
‘gift ce rtified

: contact him at 590-5109 so that he 
can.either'order merchandise or re- 
funa'the^ certificate. Also,' anyone 
who has questions about sporting 
goods .orders should call him at that 
cell phone number.

^Despite the outcome, Buck said, 
“I really appreciate the woricof the 
Qre idc’partment. Thcy did what they 
could under pretty miserable condi
tions.” "

More than 20 Choteau and Fair- 
field firefighters spent nearly six 
hours'on Dec. 23 fighting the fire.

Choteau Fire Chief Gary Betcher 
last week said the investigation into 
the cause of the fire determined that 
the blaze started in the ceiling of-a 
storage room in the southeastern 
comer ‘df thb buildihg' where the 
stovepipe from a wood stove exited 
through the ceiling to the flat roof. 
Betcher said thebum pattern showed 
that the fire started in the ceiling and 
moved down the walls, catching 
items in the room on fire.

Choteau volunteer firefighter Joe 
Coble, trained as a local fire mar
shal, said he and County Fire Chief 
Dick Van Aukcn both concur that 
the cause of the fire was a failure of 
some sort in the stovepipe as it went 
through the ceiling. He said the ini
tial attack team of firefighters who 
went into the building used thermal 
imaging equipment to detect fire 
burning in the ceiling. That with the 
char pattern supports the finding of 
a chimney fire as the origin.

Buck, however, says he’s not 
convinced that the chimney was the 
origin because he has carefully ex
amined the stovepipe and cannot find 
a fault. If the fire started because of 
the wood stove, he said, he thinks that 
a more likely scenario is that sparks 
came out of a damper vent on the 
bottom of the stove and ignited card
board boxes in the vicinity, then got 
into acache of pellets that were being 
burned in the stove.

Teton County Sheriff Keith 
VanSetten said Dec. 24, ‘That old 
wood is just waiting for a chance to 
burn. Once it starts it burns very hot 
and very quickly.”

The stucco-covered wood build
ing has been a part of Chotcau’s 
downtown commercial district for

decades. The original structure was 
a service'station. For many years, 
local appliance dealer and repair
man Andy Jenson owned the build
ing and grounds..After retiring in 
the 1990s, Jenson in turn leased it 
for several years to Janie and Craig 
Zwememan who operated the Big 
Sky Bronze foundry and showroom 
there. Auctioneer Dave Lindseth of 
Augustalater opened Pine Knot Col
lectibles, an antique business, in the 
showroom. .

' Buck’s Inc. purchased the build
ing in August 2005 and John Buck 
subsequently opened the sporting 
goods store in the showroom area 
and had added an archery range on 
the west side of the building.

According to the Montana De
partment of Revenue, the 2009 full 
reappraisal market value on the 
building was $61,253 (not includ
ing the contents of the business). 
The shop sold big game and archery 
hunting items and assorted outdoor 
gear. The showroom also contained 
displays of several trophy animals 
owned by local hunters and taxider
mists.

Volunteer firefighters along with 
two ambulance crews, four Teton 
County Sheriffs Office personnel, 
the county Search and Rescue bus, 
and a crew from Northwestern En
ergy responded to the fire shortly 
before 5 p.m. on Dec. 23.

Kyle Buck told the Acantha that 
he called 9-1-1 after discovering the 
fire at about 4:45 p.m. Kyle said his 
older brother, Clint, had stoked the 
wood stove about 20 minutes previ
ously. When Kyle went back to 
check on it, he found the room al
ready ablaze with fire spreading 
across the ceiling and walls and 
burning items in the room. He tried 
to make a 9-1 -1 call, but the phone 
went dead. He and his brother both 
made it out of the building unin
jured.

At nearly the same time, Under
sheriff Denny Blaucr was patrolling 
nearby and spotted smoke coming 
from the rear portion of the build
ing. He radioed to dispatch and the 
Choteau Volunteer Fire Department 
responded. The fire chief quickly 
called for Fairfield firefighters. 
Betcher said Choteau brought two 
structure trucks and Fairfield drove

Sheriff’s dispatch log
Doc. 21 —  9:41 a.m., dispatch noti

fied MoqUjpa Vjighway. P$trp) ,of #  ,y,o- , 
hide off the road four miles north of the , 
Gordon exit; no injuries reported. v

■+* 10iO4 a.m., dispatch (received a  
call regarding a haystack fire off Second-.. - 
ary Highway 220 at about 12th Road.,. 
Northwest. Responders determined this 
was ¿controlled bum thatthe landowner 
had not reported to the sheriffs office.

— 10:16 a.m., deputy responded to 
a  single-vehicle accident with no injuries 
on U.S.‘,Highway 287.

—  11:27 a.m., dispatch received a 
report of semi-truck hitting aguard rail on 
Interstate 15 in the northbound lane a  
mile south, of Power, no Injuries.

— 3:31 p.m., Beehive Homes in Cho
teau requested an ambulance to trans
port qp individual to Teton Medical C en
ter in’Choteau.

—  10:28 p.m., deputy assistance 
was a requested at 513 Main Ave. N. in 
Choteau.

Dec. 22 —  11:55 a.m., deputy ar
rested an individual on a  warrant from 
District Court at a  residence in Choteau.

—  2:23 p.m., dispatch received a  
report of a vehicle almost running an
other vehicle off the road as it was pass
ing at the intersection of SecondaryHigh- 
ways 219 and 220 near Pendroy.
‘ \  —  5:45 p.m., individual reported the 
theft ofasnowmobile and otherpersonal 
property from a storage area in Choteau.

Dec.2 3 — 3:26 a.m., Fairfield ambu
lance responded to a medical emer
gency at 416 Fourth Ave. N. and trans
ported an individual to Benefis in Great 
Falls.

— 12:28 p.m., Northwestern Energy

CORRECTIONS POLICY
The Acantha will correct factual errors or omissions in its news 

items in the next publication. To report an error, call 406-466-2403.

Tylee Patton pictured in CHS choir
A cutline accompanying a picture of the Choteau High School choir, 

singing in the CHS Christmas concert, incorrectly identified Tylee Patton 
as Kylee Peebles.
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17 miles.to the scene with a struc
ture truck and crew as well.

Betcher said firefighters found 
the fire burning strongly in the rear 
portion of the building. “By the time 
we were on scene, it had already 
vented through the roof,” he said. 
Firefighters made their initial attack 
through the front and pushed the 
flames back with water, but discov
ered the fire burning in the roof, 
making the situation highly danger
ous for firefighters.

After a series of small explo
sions —  originally thought to be 
ammunition going off but later de
termined to have been stored paint 
cans — firefighters came back out 
of the building. Betcher said they 
made one more attempt to knock 
down the fire from inside the build
ing before determining that the roof 
was too unstable and going into a 
defensive mode from the outside.

The firefighters accessed two dif
ferent fire hydrants and were able to 
keep six hoses, fully charged, trained 
on the fire. Through their efforts, the 
firefighters were able to keep the fire 
from reaching the retail area of the 
store. Items in the front area were 
damaged by water and smoke, but 
not burned, Betcher said.

Fircfightcrsdidn’tclear from the 
scene until between 10:30 p.m. and 
11 p.m., Betcher said. During the 
evening, firefighters were able to go 
to the Search and Rescue bus to 
warm up and get coffee, Gatorade 
and food. VanSetten said the Antler 
Bar and John Henry’s restaurant 
both donated food and nonalcoholic 
beverages for the emergency re
sponders.

Betcher said none of the fire
fighters was injured in the suppres
sion effort, but just about every one 
of them, hindered by 40 pounds of 
turnout gear, slipped and fell one or 
more times as the water from their 
hoses froze on the ground, creating 
very slippery conditions. Tempera
tures in Choteau on Dec. 23 hovered 
at or just below 0. A light wind was 
blowing out of the west and with a 
bit of a temperature inversion, the 
smoke from the fire, rather than 
rising, stayed close to the ground 
and drifted eastward.

The building is located one block 
off Main Avenue on a com er lot 
with a wide gravel area on the south

and east sides. The nearest structure 
was a small building to the west. 
Betcher said that building was not 
damaged, nor was the power pole 
next to the building in the west-side 
alley as the brunt of the fire was on 
the southeast side of the rear portion 
of the building.

VanSetten said the firefighters 
did an outstanding job of saving the 
front o f the building. “They kept the 
front of that building pretty much 
uncharred. There is some water and 
smoke damage, but it did not bum,” 
he said. The sheriff said the Bucks 
along with their friends, family 
members and firefighters completed 
the salvage o f the retail area of the 
store by about 10 p.m.

VanSetten said law officers have 
put a few barricades up around the 
building and will keep an eye on it 
during regular patrols. As damaged 
as it is, he said, the building still 
belongs to the Bucks and is private 
property. “Anyone caught entering 
without permission will be cited for 
trespass,” he said.

The sh e riff , a hunter and 
outdoorsman himself, said Buck’s 
Sporting Goods had a great selec
tion of hunting gear and was be
coming established as a quality store 
for this type o f equipment. “He had 
a lot of good customers. It’s just 
very unfortunate to lose that busi
ness,” VanSetten said. On the other 
hand, he said, “We’re just very for
tunate that no one was injured.”

Betcher said he wanted to re
mind anyone who uses a wood stove 
to have the chimney cleaned and 
maintained on a regular basis. Cho
teau resident Micah Martin, a local 
handym an, provides chim ney
cleaning services. Local heating 
contractors, Breen Oil Co. and Pro
fessional Gas Services, can be con
tacted to give propane, natural gas 
or electrical heating systems a safety 
check.

In the past 20 years, Choteau has 
had five major commercial fires, 
including Buck’s Sporting Goods. 
Two —  Knudtzon Lumber Co. and 
Bouma Truck Sales— have rebuilt. 
The others, Triangle Packing Plant, 
Western States Feeds and Buck’s 
Sporting Goods, were all uninsured. 
Triangle Packing and Western States 
never reopened, costing the com
munity more than a dozen jobs.

was notified of an arcing transformer off 
.Seqqqdqry^.igljjyay 2 2 f  six pnd. half 
miles east of Choteau. ’ 

in —  ̂ H s ’pffi.y’ChbieaO 'find PaTrfleid" 
volunteer Are departmentsvispottded td l 
a fire at Buck's Sporting Goods, 26 First 
St. N.E. in Choteau.

Dec.24— 12:52a.m., Choteau VFD  
returned to site of Buck’s Sporting Goods 
to extinguish flare ups.

— 5:59 a.m„ deputy responded to a 
single-vehicle rolloverat 1150 Fifth Road 
N.E., Power, and arrested the driver on 
suspicion of driving while under the influ
ence of alcohol.

— 12:27 p.m., deputy responded to 
a theft of a motor vehicle at 304  Fourth 
St. N. in Fairfield.

—  12:29 p.m., an individual reported 
the theft of personal property from 805 
Third Ave. S.W. in Choteau.

—  3:19 p.m., dispatch received a 
report of vandalism in a  Quonset at 12th 
Road and Sixth andSeventh Lane North
east of Choteau.

Dec. 25 —  4:34 p.m., hospice re
ported the natural death of Mathilda Holta, 
100, at 1219 Secondary Highway 408, 
Fairfield.

—  5:54 p.m., M HP was notified of a 
vehicle/animal accident on U .S. High
way 89 south of Fairfield.

—  9:16 p.m., deputy responded to a 
report of a person seeking treatment for 
a dog bite at TMC.

Dec. 27 —  deputy responded to a 
request for assistance at 711 Seventh 
St. N.W. in Choteau.

Dec.28— 9:40a.m., deputy checked 
into a  possible phone scam from a  resi
dence in Power.

p R O  G A S

New /  Remodel /  Repair /  Service 
Residential /  Commercial /  Industrial

Natural Gas & LP Furnaces, Stoves and Fireplaces 
Wind & Solar Energy Systems • Air Conditioning Systems 

_____________ Sheet Metal Work * Gas Piping_____________

101 3rd Street S.E. •  Choteau, MT •  Free Estimates 
(406) 466-5719 • 590-5678 • renteria@3rivers.net

Be sure to stop in to 
M o u n ta in  F ro n t M a rk e t

for your N ew  Year's Eve 
hors d'oeuvres ingredients...

Goat Cheese • Crackers 
Hummus • Pesto Dips 

Dip Mixes • Popcorn • Soda 
Nuts & Dried Fruit

We will be open from 11 a.m. -  4 p.m. on New Year's Eve.

Wc will be doted 
Jan. 1 and 2.

IV^ountain p ro n t N ^ arket

(406)466-2684  

824 N. Main Ave., 
Choteau, Montana

Lions Club of Fairfield 
Presents 

The 3rd annual

Elephant Auction
Sat., Jan. 16 — 10 a.m. until finished 

Fairfield Community Hall

A "White Elephant" is an object no 
longer o f value to its owner, 

but o f value to. others.

If you have an Kem(e) that require pickup, call 467-3957,
: , and a Fairfield Lion Will come pick it up

. Remember a White Elephant should have some utility use and be in 
working order Please donate only items that may be.useful to others. '

< ‘ Community Drop Off Dates for White Eiaphant item*:
' j ' : Sat; Jan. 9 - 9 a.m .- 6 p.m:, Community Hall.

" 7 Fri.i;Jan.J5 *?9 a.m. -.6 p.m., Community Hall
'\^ tp a rL 'i*6 '!~ 8.a,m. :• Start of Sale, Community Hall' •“

.‘ I > ■*. * ; * -r’
Proceeds from the Auction w ifbe used tty the Lions Club o f F w M d  to support organizations 

. in the F&rMd cornmunity. A priority fo r 2010 yrU be continued enhancement s to the Fairfield 
Community HWL In 200S the 'U ou Club donated U,200 to the ratmbOtatm o f the halt.

: i'.'x--  A  ' /  ’.!• ' a '  ••

Call crop advisor, 
Doug Bouma, for all 

your crop needs.

à

Doug & Kelcy Bouma. Owners • 590-1266 or 467-3631

We provide complete

Women’s Care
for you and your future!

For ALL women's health issues, 
call today to schedule an appointment 
with Caralynn Moore, FNP.

Moore Medical Clinic ”
19 First St. N.E., Choteau • 466-5165

The Choteau Lions Club 
would like to congratulate

Bill and Brook Durocher
on winning the 

D ecem ber Trip -o f-the-M onth  drawing

Have fun on your 4-day Baja cruise vacation!

-  A benefit fo r the Choteau Lions Swimming Poof -

B reen T ire Factory
Tires • Balancing • Brakes 
Alignments • Oil Changes 

Flywheel * Resurfacing

Custom Wheels 
On-The-Farm 

Service

466-2572 • CHOTEAU

'fa jo jo tj JS fe W  Y e a r !
Let's all take some extra time this 

holiday season to enjoy the things on 
this earth that matter the most.

God bless you all this holiday season.

Helicopter
a n d

The Repair Shop
D r
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