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Obituaries
| Am y Bannerman
j Retired homemaker and secre
tary Amy M argaret (Johnson) 
Pannerman, 68, of Belvedere Is
land Plantation, Ga., died Dec. 13, 
2009, after a long battle with can
cer.
■ She was bom Sept. 27,1941, in 
Great Falls, the youngest daughter 
of Ernest and Myrtle Johnson. She 
graduated from Great Falls High 
School.

In 1960 
she married 
Charles W.
Bannerman 
Jr., o f Gar
den C ity,
Ga., whom 
she met at 
R o c k y  
M ou n ta in  
College in 
Billings. BANNERMAN

She worked as a certified profes
sional secretary in many law of
fices.

Amy and Bill lived throughout 
the United States and the world, 
following his job in the pharmaceu
tical industry, making many good 
friends and having many adven
tures before they retired to Belved
ere Island Plantation in McIntosh 
County, Georgia.

Amy especially enjoyed knitting 
and often made sweaters for her 
family members.

Her survivors include: her hus
band; her daughter, Lisa (Jeff) 
Holmes of Ballston Spa, N. Y.; a son 
Karl (Eileen) Bannerman of Char
lotte, N.C.; four grandchildren,

Evan, Colin, Katie and Sarah; two 
sisters, Toni Christman of Choteau 
and Erma Badt of Hanulton; cous
ins, Bill, Ken and Rich Johnson, all 
of Bynum; and many other rela
tives. ’ '

The memorial service was Dec. 
19 at the Belvedere Island Planta
tion' Club House. Memorials, are 
suggested to the American Cancer 
Society. Edo Miller and Sons Fu
neral Home handled thé arrange
ments.

Mathilda Hollo
Mathilda Rodegard Hollo, 100, 

a longtime resident of Fairfield died 
Dec. 25,2009.

Funeral services will be at 11 
a.m., Dec. 31, at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church east of Fairfield, with Pas
tors Bob Unterseher, Robert Bryant 
and Joe Kuhn officiating. Visitation 
will be held at O’Connor Funeral 
Home in Great Falls from 5 p.m. 
until 7 p.m. on Dec. 30 and one hour 
prior to her funeral at the church. 
Interment will be in the St. Paul’s 
Lutheran Cemetery under the direc
tion of O’Connor Funeral Home.

She was bom in Nesbyen, 
Hallingdal, Norway, on July 10, 
1909, and attended school there. 
She was the oldest of eight children.

On Oct. 4,1929, she and her next 
oldest sibling, Olaf Rodegard sailed 
on the Stevangerfjord for America. 
They arrived in Halifax, Canada, on 
Oct. 16. They then settled in 
Edinberg, N.D. In November 1930, 
she married Jorgen Hollo, who had 
left Hallingdal a year earlier. They
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sion in the cafeteria. Michel said the 
board conducted the 
superintendent’s evaluation, but 
planned to go into it more in depth at 
a 'la ter time, after Tharp had re
viewed the board members’ written 
Comments.
* The unanimous vote for renewal 
occurred within a few minutes of 
Michel reconvening the meeting. 
The audience, which by 12:30 a.m. 
had diminished to a dozen people, 
clapped after the vote was taken and 
the meeting adjourned.

In other business:
•Tharp said he was recently ap

pointed to a three-year term on the 
initial board of directors, (he serves 
as president) for an organization,

gion 2 vice president. The Insur
ance Plan service post is an addi
tional role, while Tharp continues 
to be employed as superintendent, 
high school principal and athletic 
director at Dutton/Brady.

•Low team numbers in girls bas
ketball prompted Tharp to place an 
eighth-grade student on the team.

•At the request of the chairman, 
the board revised its agenda format 
so that board members limit them
selves to only discussing items that 
are listed on the prepared agenda. 
Michel said the change was needed 
so that the board, the superintendent 
and the public would have advanced 
notice. Michel said some board 

^members Jb?dvusfdLthe opening unj

Plan. It is a partnership of the Mon
tana Rural Education Association 
and Montana Association of School 
Business Officials created to con
tract with Western States Insurance 
that in turn offers insurance to school 
districts. Tharp is also Montana 
Rural Education Association Re-

•The board approvedme' five- 
year plan as required by the state 
Office of Public Instruction.

•Michel led a short discussion 
about the Brady land transfer peti
tion hearing set for 9 a.m. on Jan. 5 
in the Pondera County courthouse 
courtroom in Conrad.
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were married in Bismarck, N.D. 
They moved to Minnesota, then back 
to North Dakota before moving to 
Fairfield. They arrived on Easter 
Sunday, April 4, 1936.,

Her first trip back to Norway 
was in December 1952and she made 
14 more trips back to her homeland, 
where most of her family still re
sides.

Mathilda was active in the Fair- 
field Assembly of God Church and 
the last survivor of her generation. 
She loved being involved in her 
church and 
a tte n d in g  
G l a c i e r  
Bible Camp 
at Hungry 
Horse.

S h e  
loved to 
crochet and 
knit. She 
m ade nu-
m e r o u s  HOLLO 
quilts and
won many ribbons for her 13 cro
cheted bedspreads at the Montana 
State Fair. Mathildaalso loved flow
ers, gardening, traveling, fishing (es
pecially ice fishing), and playing 
table games. She also loved living 
on her farm and spending time at the 
fam ily cabin in Benchmark. 
Mathilda was an adventurous per

son with akeen sense of humor, and 
was the cause of many smiles and 
chuckles.

Mathilda and Jorgen started 
spending winters in Vancouver, 
Wash., in 1970.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband in 1973; an infant daughter 
in 1940; grandchildren, Stanley 
Bouma, Teena Comney and Hans 
Hollo; brothers, Sever and Ole 
Rodegard; and a sister Kari Haugen.

Survivors include sons, Halgrim 
Hollo of Fairfield, Nels Hollo and 
Edward Hollo of Vancouver, daugh
ters, Tngeborg Dickhoff of Great 
Falls, Kari Bauman of Deer Lodge, 
Marie Campbell of Vancouver, 
Edith Bouma of Fairfield and 
Jeanette McClintock of Hermiston, 
Ore.; brothers, Olaf Rodegard of 
Nesbyen, Norway, R olf and 
Edmund Rodegard of Danville, 
C alif.; and a sister, Sigrid 
Kristoffersen of Nesbyen.

Mathilda had 30 grandchildren, 
59 great-grandchildren, 13 great- 
great-grandchildren and numerous 
nieces and nephews in the United 
States and Norway.

Memorials are suggested to the 
Fairfield Assembly ,of God Church, 
Glacier Bible Camp, Peace Hospice 
or to a charity of the donor’s choice.

Online condolences may be left 
at www.oconnorfuneralhome.com

Defendant in drug sale case 
given five years probation

State District Judge Laurie 
McKinnon on Dec. 1 held hearings 
in two of the 10 felony marijuana 
possession and sales cases, filed last 
summer after a regional drug task 
force bust in Choteau.

Two o f the defendants, Cody 
Lee Tangen of Conrad and Jennifer 
Lynn Buckman of Choteau, have 
entered into plea agreements with 
the County Attorney’s Office. 
Buckman was sentenced on Dec. 1 
and Tangen is still awaiting sen
tencing. A third defendant, Miranda 
Lynn Purkett, entered into a plea 
agreement with Teton County on 
Dec. 1 and will be sentenced Jan. 
26,2010.

On Dec. 1, Judge McKinnon sen
tenced Buckman, 31, for criminal 
possession of marijuana with the 
intent to sell. Buckman had earlier 
pleaded guilty to the charge, admit
ting that she was aware there were 
two l/8th ouhde‘baggies''6fihiSari- 
juana, ready »for'sale, in hteUresi- 
dence. The drugs were found during 
a search of her home on June 30, 
during a multi-location drug bust 
involving Teton County Sheriffs 
Office deputies and members of the 
Central Montana Drug Task Force, 
based in Great Falls. ‘

The Teton County Attorney

agreed to a joint sentencing recom
mendation of a three-year commit
ment to the Montana Department of 
Corrections with all time to be sus
pended on conditions.

The maximum penalty she faced 
for the charge was 20 years in prison 
and a $50,000 fine.

At the sentencing hearing, Coble 
requested the judge to follow the 
plea agreement’s recommendation. 
He said the sentence was appropri
ate and that there needs to be some 
record of the defendant’s conduct.

Buckman’s public defender, Bill 
Hunt of Shelby, however, requested 
the judge to consider imposing a 
deferred rather than suspended sen
tence. A deferred sentence may al
low the conviction to be removed if 
all the terms are satisfied. Hunt said 
she is the mother of two young chil
dren and is working to complete her 
degree in business management and 
accounting online. He said that this 
is Jennifer’ s first fe\pny and that she 
deeply regrets her involvement.

After listening to the arguments, 
Judge McKinnon chose to impose a 
five-year deferred sentence during 
which time she will be on formal 
supervised probation. McKinnon 
also fined her $500 and assessed 
$30 in surcharges.
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Former vice presidential candidate Sarah Palin,' sitting next’ to 
her husband, Todd, signs books in Billings.

Palin signs books 
for Choteau teens
By Logan Ley
Correspondent___________

BILLINGS — Hearty Sarah 
Palin fans and supporters battled 
the sub-zero temperatures and fall
ing snow at 4 a.m. on Dec. 8 at 
Borders bookstore to get wrist
bands so they could get her book 
“Going Rogue: An American 
Life” signed.

Palin was on a 12-day and 19- 
stop tour to promote her new bi
ography.

I was joined in Billings by two 
other Teton County residents, 
Talon and Bailey Sandstrom.

Despite the bitter cold and 
snow, the crowd was merry and I 
enjoyed the four-hour wait in line. 
Local businesses and Palin fans, 
w alked. through.the. line :.and! 
handed out free coffee and cook
ies. “I had coffee and many layers 
of clothing including a sleeping 
bag to stay warm,” said Talon 
Sandstrom.

The crowd grew to around 
•1,000 by 8 a.m. when Borders 
opened its doors. The bookstore 
handed out 1,000 wristbands and 
two books were allowed for each

wristband.
At noon Palin arrived at Bor

ders and started signing books right 
away. The line of people moved 
quickly and wherf it was my turn, 
Palin signed my book, then shook 
my hand and wé introduced our
selves. i. ,

Former Governor Palin had 
brief conversations with some 
people and answered everyone’s 
questions. On my way out of the 
room where Palin was signing 
books, 1 got to meet her husband, 
Todd Palin, son Trig Palin, and 
Sarah’s father Charles Heath.'.

Palin continued to sign books 
andspeakwithMontanaand Wyo
ming residents and some people 
from as far away as Alaska for 
about three moré hours; • ! rB '•
. .T.alonvi Sandsitrom 1s..m p.st- 

• memorable part o f  the day was' 
meeting Palin: She ásked Talón, a 
senior at Choteau High School, 
what he wanted to do after gradu
ation, and he said that she inspired 
him to pursue an education in po
litical science and she thanked him 
for his support. Later that day, 
Palin headed to Colorado Springs, 
Colo., for another signing.;
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We'd like to. thank all of 
our customers this past 

year and wish all a 
Happy New Year.
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