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ieixl ihc invitation for comment to 
the pros pec Live trustees: (Incumbent' 
board member Eric Doheñy is álso 
running.for another jerrri'on the.; 
board.) " - ' K  ' *  u ■

In a related matter, the board 
reviewed its decision, made 5n" 
March 30 to purchase outgoing Su
perintendent Tim Tharp’s family 
home.in Dutton for $129,000 for 
administrative housing, contingent 
on getting a loan from the state 
Board of Investments. On April 8, 
School Clerk Betty Brumwell re
ported that the Board of In vestments 
required evidence of voter approval 
to give loans for the purchase o f 
school property.

In an extended discussion, the 
Dutton/Brady School.Board cited 
the Jaws that- govern school prop
erty acquisition.

According to the state statutes, 
trustees may purchase property con
tiguous to an existing site that is in 
use for school purposes without a 
site approval election. Brumwell 
said that the school’s attorney, Je ff  
Hindoien, said Tharp’s property, 
across the street from the school at 
the comer o f Second Avenue North
east and Second Street North, quali
fies as being contiguous.

State law also says that voter 
approval is not needed if  the cost o f 
purchasing or acquiring a building

is financed without exceeding the 
•maximum general fund budget 
amount for the district.- -  , >

The board'then ?voted again 
! unanimously to purchase Tharp’s 

house for $129,000, but this time 
• stipulating that the district would do 

it in July when i&now s how much 
surplus money it has at fiscal year’s 
end. The funds Would come from a 
combination of the surplus, the flex 
fund, which totals $104,628 and 
which can be used for nearly any
thing; the building fund which to
tals $25,000, and the rental fund 
which totals $1,800. (The building 
reserve fund, currently $88,000, 
cannot be used forproperty acquisi
tion, Brumwell said.)

Michel saidTharp’ shouse would 
be ideal for administrative housing, 
and the board members agreed, al
though Birch commented that the 
district owns three houses in Brady. 
The district already owns a house in 
Dutton, which is rented. The acqui
sition of Tharp’s house came up 
again later m the meeting.

On May 4 the board will ask 
voters for an additional levy for 
$60,897.99, which, according to 
Tharp, would put the proposed gen
eral fund budget at $1,666,512, if 
voters approve, it being only $3,448 
more than this year’s budget.

The ballot will list the levy, if

D O N A T IO N
nation to$5,000 from the 2008 event; 
however, the great response to the 
2009 event, which doubled as the 
town’s centennial, was unprec
edented.

“The food sales and the silent 
auction raised $12,000 by them
selves,” Pedersen said. “People who 
used to live here sent checks."

Fleshman said the cost of operat
ing the public pool keeps going up 
and the donation is a "shot in the 
arm” for the town. “We really ap
preciate it,” she said, adding that 
town clerk Jean Schoonover gave a 
presentation on the pool’s increas
ing expense to the committee before 
the committee made its decision.

According to its Web site, Dut
ton Fun Day is designed as a 
fundraiser to support the town’s 
swimming pool and recreation com
plex that opened m 1968.

On another matter, Great Falls 
resident Donald E. Z im m enjr^n^, 
los(‘his'appeal to the Montana Su- 
preme Court on March 9. H<j had 
ap^haifid a'dbnviction on NoV."'17; 
2008, for maintaining a public nui
sance in the feeding of feral cats on 
a relative’s property in Dutton (and 
in cut-off?milk jugs around town). 
He was fined $500 with all but $200 
suspended, and given a two-year 
deferred sentence.

The sole issue on appeal was 
whether the District Court in Teton 
County erred when it required 
Zimmerman to remove his indoor pets 
from Teton County as a condition of a 
deferred imposition of sentence.

The eburt affirmed the District 
C ourt’s sentence that required 
Zimmerman to remove his pets from 
Teton County, saying it “is clearly 
authorized to protect the commu
nity from the public nuisance that 
resulted from Zimmerman’s inabil
ity to care for his pets."

The District Court imposed other 
conditions, which are no longer 
stayed because of the appeal. De
fendant must stop feeding animals

within the boundaries o f Teton 
County; is not to possess, store, pur
chase or transport animal food of 
any type within Teton County, is to 
remove all animals from Teton 
County within 30 days, is denied 
entry into Teton County for any 
reason after 30 days. In addition, 
town representatives or county law 
enforcement is allowed to enter 
Zimmerman’s property, including 
vehicles or property used by the 
defendant, at any time to ensure 
compliance.

“Now we are in a situation —  he 
can no longer say we can’t do any
thing,” Fleshman said, referring to 
the stay imposed while the appeal 
was pending She noted that feeding 
feral cats was still a problem among 
some residents because they feel 
sorry for the cats.

In other business-
•The mayor reported on her at

tendance at the-Local-Government 
! Center's Mayor’s Academy in Bbze- 
mpn.^/VJgrcIli 3-5. She sajd the 

1 biggest issue was medicalmanjuana 
stores that might target small towns.

•The council approved a con
struction application retroactively 
from homeowner Mark Saab who 
built a fence at 701 4th Ave. S.E.

•Cell No. 2 was dumped in March 
after the sludge tested normal for 
land disposal. Trucks hauled the 
black matter to the Carlson farm. 
Fleshman noted that the lagoon cell 
has a “very good bottom” and the 
sewer system contractor wi 11 be plac
ing the liner in the cell as soon as the 
weather warms. She added that the 
new pumps were installed in the lift 
station and the units are just waiting 
for the new transformers to energize 
the station.

•The council approved three 
draws for the sewer project as fol
lows: SRF Loan A, $1,735 for test
ing sludge to Energy Labs, Denver; 
(The mayor noted that no metals or 
lead was found in the sludge, which 
was 68 percent nitrogen and was

J u n e  l  is  ACRE, DCP d ead lin e
Sherwin K. Smith, county executive director o f Teton County Farm 

Service Agency reminds producers that June 1, is the deadline for the 2010 
Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) Program or the traditional 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program (DCP).

Annual contracts are required to be signed to receive program benefits. 
This is a mandatory deadline for all participants and USDA will not accept 
any late-file applications. “It is critical for producers to begin the enroll
ment process as soon as possible,” said Smith. “Producers must contact 
their local FSA county office to set up appointments well before the June 
1 deadline.” For more information about the DCP/ACRE programs, call 
the Teton County F SA  O ffice  at 466-5351 , Ext. 2 , or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp
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approved, as increasing the taxes of 
a house with a market value of 

■$100,0Q0 by $19.28 and that o f a 
$200,000 home by $38.56. The in
crease is approximately 11.25 mills.

Tharp said the district’s basic 
entitlements in the 2010-11 budget 
would be reduced because the con
solidation incentive decreased about 
$80,000.

’ He' said the maximum general 
fund budget without a vote would 
be $1,605,614. If  voters do not ap
prove the additional levy on May 4, 
they would not be able to vote to 
raise the budget higher than that in 
the future.

Tharp added that federal fund
ing and state Average-Number-Be
longing funding would be reduced 
in the 2011 -12 fiscal year.

Michel said the levy was needed 
because the district is “looking down 
the road to the future."

“Once they vote this, we never 
lose it. It will always give us the 
taxing authority for over-base," 
Brumwell said, referring to the com
plicated formula that is used to build 
the budget.

The board approved Tharp to be 
a “levy advocate.” a new term that 
the Legislature approved last year 
Although the district may not spend 
money on commercial advertising 
for the levy, Tharp may advocate
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“wonderful for farmland”); and SRF 
Loan A. S21,563.42 to Great West 
Engineering (These two draws zero 
out the SRF Loan A fund, which 
originally was $390,700. This fund 
is the town’s "forgiven loan ”) The 
third draw was from the Treasure 
State Endowment Program fund, 
SI 12.779 60 for construction, in
cluding $1,011 for professional ser
vices.

•Several water leaks including 
one at Dutton Insurance on Mam 
Avenue were repaired and a new 
line was installed to the Clay Habel 
house. Fleshman noted that tapping 
into the distribution line m the vi
cinity o f the Habel house might 
improve the pressure on the “hill," 
because it released a buildup of air 
that a blowout valve would nor
mally do. The council discussed the 
new sidewalk installed by Dutton 
Insurance and noted several places 
where sidewalks are problems. .

Flpshman reminded .the cpunejl 
that the law provides that the to\vnhas 
a right to repair its water lines when 
they cross private property, and it has 
been a courtesy to inform the land- 
owner of the proposed action.

•The old chain link park fence 
was sold to the Choteau Soccer Club 
fo r$ l per foot.

•The town plans to pump the 
pool early, clean it, and on a dry day, 
paint it, and is planning to contact 
former lifeguards to see whether 
they want to return.

during office hours and may insert 
its promotion in the school newslet
ter.

Michel said he had gotten some 
“flack” over purchasing Tharp’s 
house but he added that the levy has 
no connection with the purchase. 
“The money comes from a different 
place,” he said. “Having a quality 
administrator close by is vital.”

Sarah Feldmann, who works at 
the Dutton campus for the Big Sky 
Cooperative, said that people in the 
community do not understand the 
difference.

“They won’t vote for the levy if  
the house is bought," she said. “It’s 
a lot of money and there’s three 
houses in Brady.”

Tharp said he agreed to sell it for 
$129,000, based on information on 
its value he had obtained a few years 
ago.

When told by the Acantha re
porter that the Department of Rev
enue listed the 2009 full reappraisal 
value at only $104,700, Tharp said 
the state did not have the correct 
information about his house on file. 
It has five, not three, bedrooms; 
three, not one, full bathrooms; and a 
deck more than twice as large as 
listed, and he was selling several 
major appliances with the deal that 
arc only two years old, as well as a 
state-of-the-art water heater.

Tharp added that half the class C 
schools provide administrative 
housing. His new position as super
intendent in Sunburst includes hous
ing.

Michel said, “It’s wise for the 
district to act; it [the opportunity] 
may not come again It’s our prob
lem to get everyone else to under
stand.”

Birch said, “I want a superinten
dent involved. He must live close to 
school.”

Card of Thanks
Just say Y .E .S . to making 

the right choice!
Do not Drink and Drive!
Youth Enhancem ent S e r

vices, Inc. would like to thank 
the follow ing sponsors fo r 
making the “Choices and Con
se q u e n ce s” p resen ta tio n s 
available to Teton County stu
dents; Choteau Ranch Rodeo, 
Fairfield School, Teton Banks 
- Choteau and Fairfiejd, C ljo-, 
teap, Sch oo l, Teton County 
S h e r iffs  D.epartj^u^Dqtton/ 
Brady School, Stage Stop Inn.

A special thank you to Judge 
Laurie M cKinnon and Valen
tine Swortz for all o f their e f
fort to bring together this pro
gram.

For more information on at- 
risk issues go to Youth En
hancement Services, Inc. on 
Facebook.
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-  ALL YOU CAN EAT -

THE LAST BUFFET OF THE SEASON
Thurs., April 15th • 5-closing

D olili P ortan  Iningiiintion I ibntni 
C elebro  tes I i ist Yeor

The Dolly Parton Imagination Library Program has been bringing 
books to children under age 5 living in Choteau School District #1 since 
last May. During that time, 721 books have been delivered to 75 children. 
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library Foundation provides the structure 
for program, but the local community has to provide the funding.

We thank the follow ing individuals and organizations fo r providing 
that funding and bringing the gift o f books to our children this first year.

Nate and Patti 
Achenbach, Dorothy 

Allen, Bonnie 
Andersen, Yvonne 

Armstrong, EvaAnseth, 
Fay and Georgia Buck, 
Syd Clark, Cindy Cross, 

' Carol Casperson,
, Susan Caskey, 

Choteau Booster Club, 
¿Choteau Education 
Association, Choteau 
Elementary Staff, Bill 
'-and Brook Durocher;

Ross and Lorran Depner, 
Donna Dyrdahi, Marie 
Ferns, CHS FCCLA, 

Peggy and Burt Guthrie, 
Marsha and Charlie 

Hinch, Jerry and Marilyn 
Herman, Pat and Clark 
Inbody, Shelly and Mike 
Johnson, Alison Kreiss, 
Dale and Sandy Lange, 

Patty Meilinger, Mary 
McRae, Leah McDonald, 
Bepky Moulton, Jeff and 
Melody Martinsen, Bob

and Dawn Pearson, 
Gerry Paulus, Millie 

Pedersen, Helen 
and Don Rice, Ruth 

Reiquam, Becky 
Rappokf, Sandy 
Robbins, Debbie 

Carison-Saylor, Gene 
and Linda Sentz, Rose 

Mary Snodgrass, 
Elaine Sedlack, 

Cathy Sessions, The 
Tonkovich Family 
and Mandy Wick. .

?yVe hope the Dolly Parton Iinaginatioh library can continue to", 
provide books for our children for years to come. Donations'can 

be made to the CHS FCCLA Book Fund and left at the Choteau/- 
Teton Public Library or the Choteau High School office or mailed 

.. to the High School at 204 7lh Ave. N.W.
It costs'$30 to provide books for  one child for a year. Thanks again!.

D&K Ag Supply, u
“The m ly  d ea ler OUT-STANDING in  y o u r fie ld ”

Call crop advisor, 
D oug Bouma, for all 

your crop needs.

Doug & Kelcy Bouma. Owners • 590-1266 or 467-3631

GAS *

♦ E le c tr ic a l  
H e a tin g

♦ A ir-C o n d itio n in g
♦ A lte rn a tiv e  E n e rg y

F R E E  E S T IM A T E S
(406) 466-5719 • Cell 590-5678

101 3rd S tre e t S E , C h o tea u  M T  5 94 2 2  
re n te r ía ®  3 rive rs .n et

Lon? Tree Service
I n e  luminili ' ;  • I n c  f clluu; .nul l i i inm.il  

stump Kcmm.il  ■ ( ,rindinu• 
lim ket Iru< k Work • I)i-i«-nsililr Sp.u c

Cad for a FREE estimate 
Certified Arborist &W 466-5403

W h  L ocally Owned and O perated • R eferences • L icensed and Insured

We provide complete

Women's Care
for you and your future!

For ALL women's health issues, 
call today to schedule an appointment 
with Caralynn Moore, FNP

Moore Medical Clinic
19 First St. N .E., Choteau • 466-5165

—  Sunday Bowling Special —

Bowl 3 Games 
for the Price of 2!

S u n d ay  O p en  Bowling drink special: 
■ ¿ f .. $ 1 0  B uckets  of Beer.

open fri:; sat. & sun. 5̂%. Don'tforgeti. i- •
3 p.m . to  M idnight. < We're a great placdior̂ ourBirthdayParty/Spedal1 - 

■ 466-2818 ,' l*i‘JI|- Occasion or.Eventi CaU us today for resetyaJiansl

6 Lanes • Poker & Keno Machines • Beer & Wine • Candy & Snacks.

i

You are invited to our...
Spedai Book Reading

with Jamie Ford, author of

"Hotel on the Corner 
of Bitter and Sweet"

Please join Jamie for an evening o f Wine, 
Cheese and Chocolate!

Thursday, April 22 • 5:30 p.m.
at the Choteau/Teton Public Library 

in the Alice Gleason Room.
B ooks are available at the C hoteau/T eton Public Library

We would like to thank Mike Maples of 
Rocky Mountain Construction for helping us 

create a beautiful space for Mountain Front Market.

W e'd  also like to  th a n k  everyone w h o  offered  to he lp  
w ith  o u r m o v e. There  are m any generous folks in  our com m unity. 

W e  c o u ld n 't have done it w ith o u t ALL o f  you ...

The Heavy Lifters: Laurie Jorden'
BradMcBratney&

Lisa Grossman, Kibb 
Mills, Tanner Lee, Will 

Snodgrass, Tom Flowers,
GennyBariiaugh,

Ghris Karow,''Colleen 
* Owen, Ian & Yve Bandweli,

The Pack Rat Crew:
Maggie Carr, Polly 
Cunningham, Erin 

Fairbank, Laurie Jorden, 
Linda Sentz, Judy Singer, 

Mary Tonkovich. 
The Shakers. & ” 

, v Movers:'- ,*'-•• 
-Jen, Jason, Daniel & 
Taylor AsselsBne,'.Cindy' 
' Cross, Afisoh Kreiss,

Cori McKay, Judy Singer' 
Mary Tonkovich..

Thanks also, to Doug 
at the Post Office for use' 
o f the floor buffer, Doug 

at Rex's Market and f  
ASfacyai John Henry's

forpròvlding boxes, v•'-The Setters £• \i 
Stockers:-

■ Robefsóii; y v",-- W ju and Russ ó*mií

.
J’ ;v

; /, ... i'- 'S '- 'i
• 'M ond ay-Saturday '’ 

11 a .m .-6p.m .'"*‘

(4Ó5) 425-2634
Iv(ountain  Hrorit ÎVÎarliefcy“• ' SOI MiînAvt.K..cLct-aaMV
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http://www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp
mailto:acantha@3riveri.net

