
1 s Choteau A cantha •  Wednesday, April 14, 2010 * PAGE 3

Donations 
can assist 
children’s 
reading 
program

April marks the first anniversary 
of the Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library program in Choteau.

During this first year, 75 chil
dren registered for the program and 
have had wonderful age appropriate 
books delivered to their homes each 
month. The importance of introduc
ing books and the love of reading to 
children at a very early age is well 
documented. The Dolly Parton 
Foundation states, “The key is to 
start at birth. The more words a 
child hears, (by being read to) the 
larger the child’s vocabulary, and 
the larger the child’s vocabulary, 
the more likely the child will be a 
proficient reader.”

The Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library program makes books avail- 
able.to all children under age 5 with 
no restrictions or qualifications ex
cept that they live in the geographi
cal area being served by the pro
gram; here, this is School District 1. 
All parents or guardians need to do 
is register the child and one book a 
month will be sent right to the child’s 
home. Registration forms are avail
able at the library, Choteau Public 
Schools, TLC Pre-school, Head Start 
and the Teton Public Health De
partment.

The Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library Foundation provides the 
structure for the program and Pen
guin Group Inc. makes the books 
available. Community sponsors pro
mote the program, register the chil
dren and provide the necessary fund
ing.

The Dolly Parton Imagination 
Library program is being brought 
here by Choteau School District 1, 
the Choteau High School Family 
Career and Community Leaders of 
America members and the Choteau/ 
Teton Public Library.

To help fund the program, indi
vidual community members are in
vited to sponsora child fora year. A 
donation of $30> will. pro.vfdeVJ2 
qualitypagerappropriate books for 
one childTor a year. If  you would 
like to help with this project, dona
tion forms are available at the Cho- 
teau/Teton Public Library and at the 
Choteau Elementary School and 
Choteau High School offices, (and 
in the ad in this week’s paper). If 
you have questions about the pro
gram, please contact Marsha Hinch 
at the library at 406-466-2052 or 
Eva Anseth 406-466-2334.

Medic
World War II veteran reminisces about tour of duty
By Nancy Thornton
Acantha reporter

C Choteau resident
Hugh Neill’s experi
ences as a World 
War II medic are 
providing later gen

erations with an understanding 
of the toll war took on a genera
tion of youth who are now in 
their 80s and 90s.

Neill, 85, has been a farmer, 
husband, father and teacher, but 
he is known around town for his 
vivid stories of the three and a 
half years he spent on the Italian 
front in the 361st Regiment, 1st 
Battalion, Company C of the 
Fifth Army’s 91st Infantry.- The 
Anzio Beach was a long way 
from Neill’s home on a farm 
and cattle ranch near Stanford.

Neill and his twin brother, 
Howard, graduated in 1942. 
Their graduation present was a 
letter from Uncle Sam saying 
that if they enlisted, they could 
get what position they wanted.

“So we signed up for the Air 
Force, but they lied,” Neill said, 
describing how at the induction 
center in Butte, the man in charge 
told them, “No, you’re going into 
the infantry as medics.”

Off they went to Camp 
Grant, near Rockford, 111., for a 
two-and-a-half-month training 
stint, a crash course, Neill said. 
They learned how to dress 
wounds, check for shock, stop 
bleeding, and set broken bones.

Then it was off to Camp 
White, Ore., to train in the in
fantry. By the summer of 1943 
they were in a 100-ship convoy 
crossing the Atlantic in a zigzag 
pattern and watching destroyers 
engage a few German subma
rines with depth charges. Eigh
teen days later they arrived at 
Oran, Algiers, still in their 
woolen uniforms. The men suf
fered from heat exposure in the 
115 to 120 degree climate, until 
they were given their cotton uni
forms.

None o f the men were told 
what was going to happen, but it

ÜS3became obvious 
g a p w a r i r ^ e ^ e ^ a m e ;  
ships, learning ftpjKtqgliinb 
over the side on web ropes to 
the “ducks,” or small landing 
craft below.

Neill, and his brother held 
the rank of private first class 
medical corps, whose main job 
was as litterbearers, but Hugh’s 
initiative led to more responsi
bilities. He became a medical 
aide for Company C, a squad 
leader who would lead relief
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Choteau resident Hugh Neill has 
vivid memories of his wartime 
experience as an infantry medic 
in Italy.

medical units to the front and back 
to the aide stations.

The 361st Regiment was 
among the thousands of men who 
landed at Anzio with the goal of 
getting to Rome and breaking the 
German hold on the Apennine 
Mountains to the north.

His first act as a 19-year-old 
medic was to aid a German boy- 
soldier, who was shot through the 
legs. “The other GIs did not want 
me to attend him, but I said he 
didn’t want to be here either. We 
took care of prisoners very well, 
then all hell broke loose,” Neill 
recalled.

Because he was a medic, Neill 
could not carry a gun, but he was 
a squad leader who faced enemy 
fire when he would lead new med
ics to exchange the exhausted 
ones at the front lines.

Several incidents during the 
war have left Neill with an under
standing that he escaped certain 
death several times.

He started across a river with 
eight men, but they were soon un
der fire from German mortar 
rounds. With no hope of dodging, 
the men were sitting ducks until 
two American P51s spotted them 
and fired on the German position.

Leading men through 
, minefields was another risky ven- 
jtufe. Single file, five paces apart,
! Neill led th?, unit bhlil he spotted, 
the telltdly five-pronged top ot’a^ 
“bouncing Betty” that one man 
had just stepped on.

“Freeze,” Neill said he yelled, 
explaining that a bouncing Betty 
was the name for an explosive de
vice that pops up in the air and 
then explodes. The soldier was 6 
feet, two inches tall and Neill said 
he told the man to bend over as far 
as he could as low as he could be-
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Private First Class Hugh Neill, a medic, receives the Bronze Star 
in April 1945.

fore releasing his foot. Neill’s in
struction saved the man’s life.

However, being a medic was 
about tending the wounded, the 
nearly dead, and the dead, Neill 
said, adding, “I wrote out too 
many KIAs.”

When the troops moved into an 
orchard for a frontal attack at day
light, an enemy tank fired a round 
that exploded over a soldier’s 
head. "It took half the guy’s head 
off,” he said. Using a compress, 
Neill pushed his brains back into 
his skull. He lived two or three 
minutes, but then Neill marked 
him “KIA,” he said.

The man’s dog tags went to the 
commanding officer and Neill 
wrote out his rank, name, com
pany and serial number on a 
“ticket” from Neill’s stash of 
blank ones in his medical bags, 
tied the ticket to the soldier’s 
shirt, and called the litter squad. In 
all, Neill carried seven medical 
bags full of supplies.

The fighting was nonstop, he 
said.

Neill was awarded a Bronze 
Star in April 1945 for his heroic 
actions in leading his squad of 
litterbearers through intense en
emy fire on Sept. 18,1944. He 
proudly keeps a letter of commen
dation from General Livesay.

, His eyes turned watery as Neill 
1 remembered an incident with a 

youngrecruit who wa^'hTtbya 
mortar round through the side of 
his chest. When Neill came upon 
the soldier, he heard a sucking 
sound, and watched as the man 
bled out from a severed artery.

“I held him on my lap. His last 
words were, ‘Momma, I don’t 
want to die,”’ Neill said.

The march continued to the 
mountains, but the fighting wors

ened. At one point, the grave 
squad could not keep up with the 
mounting dead, and the corpses 
were stacked in a pile like 
cordwood.

Neill said his closest call with 
death was a large black and blue 
bruise that covered half his 
chest, compliments of a piece of 
shrapnel that knocked the wind 
out of him and burned his jacket.

He recalled that he yelled, 
“medic,” only to realize that he 
was the only medic there. He 
said he got the shakes after that, 
but recovered. “It didn’t even 
break the skin,” he said.

The American soldiers who 
died in Italy are buried in two 
cemeteries, 7,500 in Liverano, and 
more than 10,000 in Florence.

“Every time I wanted to go 
back to Italy, I was in the hospi
tal,” Neill said, explaining that 
he may not have been severely 
injured in the war, but he  spent 
three months in an Italian hospi
tal with a chronic form o f  dysen
tery that permanently weakened 
his digestive system. Doctors re
moved 20 inches of his colon, 
and his gallbladder, and he has 
had bouts of sickness since then.-

Back stateside, Neill m et his 
future, wife, Lurene,.and,together., 
they shired'jthdir lives as_teach- 
ers and parents. His'ad vic^'to the > 
yoii'fig'is)t#4£et your educhtibhi'1' 
That comes first.”

The Neills went to his unit’s 
reunion every two years, and 
Lurene said she noticed that the 
men needed to talk about their 
terrible experiences. However, 
of the 33 who joined Hugh’s 
unit, only 11 came home. Only 
one other medic'made it to  the 
last reunion.'

Autoharp 
concert 
in Choteau 
on April 19

On April 19, Bryan Bowers will 
present an informal “house concert” 
at the Choteau Community Art Stu
dio.

For nearly three decades, Bowers 
has been to the autoharp what Early 
Scruggs was to the five-string banjo. 
He presents instrumental virtuosity 
combined with warmth, eloquence, 
expression, and professionalism.

As a child, Bowers would tag 
along with the field workers and 
gandy dancers, learning to sing old 
call-and-answer songs. Bowers re
calls, “The music I heard while 
working in the fields was mesmer
izing. I’d see the gandy dancers 
coming down the tracks, setting the 
rails and getting their ties straight. 
In that old song * Whup Boys, Can’t 
You Line ‘em?, Chack a Lack,’ 
‘whup boys, can’t you line ‘em?’ 
was the call the leader would sing. 
‘Chack a lack’ was the bounce-back 
of the hammer after falling on the 
pin. I  just thought that music was 
something that everyone did. It was 
years later that I realized what I’d 
been raised around.”

A major artist on the traditional 
music circuit, Bowers has redefined 
the autoharp, and was inducted into 
the Autohaip Hall of Fame in 1993.

The concert begins at 7 p.m. at 
the Choteau Community Art Studio 
located above the Legion Club. 
Admission is $ 10. Refreshmen ts will 
be served. For more information, 
call Pam at 406-466-2548.

Memorial 
art exhibit
on display 
at library

Artwork done by students from 
Choteau, Valier, Fairfield, Augusta 
and Power for the third annual Mar
garet Groot Memorial Student Art 
Exhibit is now on display in the 
Choteau/Teton Public Library.

* ' The‘Front'Rangé 'Art'"Associ ip. “ 
tion spopsors the event that willrun ,.

,9qh

Choteau artist and longtime library 
assistant Margaret Groot, who died 
in 2007. “Everyone is encouraged

bisorherfavorite piece," saidFRAA 
President Ralph Thornton.

This year a student will receive 
reco g n itio n ‘ fo r the “People’s 
Choice,” a new addition to the stu
dent awards.

MARIJUANA
whether they could be regulated 
through any means. Bieler suggested 
a business license, but that would 
have to be imposed on all business 
owners— something Anderson said 
he would not support.

Another approach Bieler sug
gested was for the city to go on 
record as saying all businesses op
erating here must comply with fed
eral law. Federal law still considers 
marijuana to be an illegal, controlled 
substance.

Dunckel said different cities 
across the state are imposing differ
ent rules and regulation on medical 
marijuanastores. Helena has banned 
the stores, citing federal law. Great 
Falls has put a moratorium on issu
ing business licenses for the stores 
so th^t it can gather more informa
tion. 1

Council members noted that a 
medical marijuana store could be 
located outside corporate city limits 
in the ̂ county, where there are no 
business regulations.

Patton said the city’s wisest ac
tion at this time may be to take no' 
action at all until more details are •• 
sorted out. City Clerk Jodi Rogers 
will learn’more about the topic at the 
Montana Clerk Institute later this 
spring and Bieler is slated to take a 
Web-based course on the topic

within the next few weeks.
Martin said the city could also 

ask planning consultant Bob Home, 
who is working with the city’s Zon
ing Task Force, for his input.

Rogers said, “No one has enough 
information is where we are right 
now.”

By consensus, the council agreed 
not to take any action at this time,1 
but to announce that the city will 
adhere to federal law until officials 
get more information on how to 
regulate medical marijuana dispen
saries.

Council members also reviewed 
a letter from Bieler on another topic 
—  one that is a constant thorn of 
contention for city officiaTs: enforc
ing ordinances regulating barking 
dogs. ' . {;

■ Dunckel said Bieler’s letter 
points out that state* fajv'gives the 
county commissioners authority to 
adopt barking dog laws countywide. 
If they did that, he said, the sheriffs 
office and county attorney would 
have to enforce the ordinance.

He said he would like to request 
the commissioners tP adopt such an 
ordinance, but that he would like to 
see the support of Fairfield Mayor 
Lillian Alfson and Dutton Mayor 
Susan Fleshman too.

Council members also discussed

S iR Y IN G t H O T E A U '" :" ” '
“Rëmeinber, Grass Grows.Sy. The. inch, pies By thè Foot
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the need for a local dog control 
officer, a pound and the ability to 
euthanize unwanted dogs. Ander
son suggested that the city may be 
able to contract with an entrepre
neur for that service.

Patton said the city would prob
ably have to subsidize such a busi
ness venture so the individual would 
be guaranteed a base income.

The council agreed by consen
sus to invite VanSetten to the May 
18 council meeting so they can talk 
with him about dog control issues 
before going to the commissioners. 
ThecouncilalsoagreedtoaskBieler 
to attend that same meeting.

In other business, the council;

gram, which is actually ignited by 
specially trained members o f the 
Choteau volunteer fire department, 
working for Big Sky. The contract 
price went up $1,000 and is now 
$8,500. That cost includes both the 
purchase o f the fireworks and insur
ance on the .show.

•Approved a home occupation 
permit forBrian and RheaBrutosky 
to operate B&R Maintenance and 
Cleaning Service, a home mainte
nance and cleaning service, from 
their home at 27 Ninth Ave. N.W.

•Approved the first amended plat 
of Lot 1 in the Stott Addition, giving 
preliminary" approval "to "owner" 
Denny Barlow to divide one large

•Authorized the mayor to. sigh a 
loan from Teton Banks-Choteau for 
up to $180,000 for construction of 
the new.Choteau-Teton County fire 
hall and for purchase of the land for 
the new hall.

•Heard from Public W orks Di
rector Kelly Hirsch that, the city is 
buying a 1989 road g rader for 
$15,000. This grader is 24 feet long 
and about eight and a half feet tall, 
Hirsch'said. It is equipped with a 
ripper I back, a 10-foot center blade 
and a seven-foot front blade. It has 
been used 8,000 hours. The; grader 
will be particularly useful fo r grad
ing city alleys.

___ from page 1
opment. Patton, who owns Black 
Sheep Sports and Graphics, said ibe 
city’s business.scctor hastaken sev
eral Hits recently with the loss.of ,14 
jobs at the Great Falls ClinicfCho-. 
teauoffice (which is dosing May 1) 
and three to four j  obs from theMoq-.. 
taña Department of Family Services 
Office here (which is consolidating 
into the Conrad Office on April 16).

“What I’ve seen happening to 
our town alarms me,” he said.

Patton said he would like to see 
the city find ways to encourage busi
ness development and retention in 
any way that it can. He also said he . 
thinks the Chamber of Commerce

Hirsch also noted," that the city needs to more aggressively prónkHe 
•Approved ¡a facilities lease lot into two smaller lots;;each-ofy crew is working to'reestablish'the Choteau. ■' ‘ . -'v:-

agreement'with.the Choteau Base-. !- about 10,000 square(feet.in sizeror “̂ city’s tree farm in’the same location Anderson said he supports for- 
baíl^m nussibñm .w hichtheb‘aser/= .26 ofaríaérelThqM ohtan 'al^artrtaouth of Üie Mini P arL T h e c re á is  mation of Port. Authority, a taxing 
bail'" progrírh-agrees to carry a $ f  ment of Éhviroríme’ntál Quality has - also planning to begin alley brush entity that uses property ¡axes ¡o

yet to approve the application.’ The ' pileandleaf cleanup in May. Leaves fund economic developmentactive 
Joint City-County Planning Board * shouldbebaggedandplacednextto ties such as grant writing, business 
has recommended approval o f the a person’s garbage cans. Brush recruitment and retention.

million.'general liability insurance,- 
to designate "the city as "another 
insured” in the, policy, and' to re
quire those using the complex to 
sign “hold harmless” waivers. The 
Baseball Commission has agreed 
verbally to this lease, and has a copy 
to sign.

•Signed a contract with the li
censed pyrotechnics company, Big 
Sky Fireworks of White Sulphur 
Springs,' to oversee and insure the 
Choteau 4th of July fireworks pro

subdivision.
•Approved a  $12,000 loan from 

the city's Revolving Loan Fund for 
Jill Owen, owner of theRockyMoun- 
tain FrontMarket, for assistance with 
the completion of the remodeling of 
tile interior and exterior of the-gro
cery store’s new building on Main 
Avenue North. The loan is for five 
years at 5 percent interest.

should be trimmed and easy for one. 5' “T do notmind raising’taxes if it
perspn to load into-a dump .truck pays off,” .An<krspn.isaid.- adding, 
manually, ; , . ,  that thi.v is a tax: that would pay/or

Hirsc'ri also noted (hat the,city _ itself oyer and oyer a g a i n , *.' V, 
nais hauled two loads'ofscrap iron to. / Anderson, said^ne" thinks the 
Great Falls,"and"sold it 'fo r  $ i',800.£
"Tlie city will haul clown another 
load tills week. '". - . - -

Council members also had aspic- his business, Grizzly'Sports, and is 
‘ited discussion on economic devel- very pleased, with the. results!.. '  :

said^he thinks 
mayor should do' ¿'morning radio 
program on KSEN promoting Cho-
fa ta li . À  nH i»n.v»n c « v c  f o r

H
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