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The Montana Board of Regents is meeting this week 

to consider how to implement budget cuts in the Mon- 
‘ tana University System. The governor is mandating 
these cuts in response to the downturn in Montana’s 
economy and the attendant reduction in revenue flow
ing into government coffers because of the national re
cession. We sincerely hope that the cuts eventually ap
proved will not have a long-lasting, negative impact on 
Montana State Extension Service, which provides criti
cal economic and educational outreach services to 
county youth and adults.

Farmers and ranchers and small business owners 
here are the foundation of the economy, yet gricultural 
producers here have suffered through the highs and 
lows of the commodity market over the past 20 years, 
and drought that has affected parts of the county dating 
back to 1996. Currently, the main watershed that 
serves this region (the Teton-Marias-Sun River drain
ages) is at just 55 percent of average snowpack, and 
yet another drought-plagued growing season is pre
dicted Agricultural producers in our area rely heavily 
upon the Montana State Extension Service to provide 
them with information that can help them cope with 
the challenges of farming and ranching here. They 
need access to the local agriculture agent who can give 
them information on crops that grow better in arid con
ditions, tactics for handling cutworm invasions, and 
even information on how to cull for herd reductions, 
not to mention linking ranchers with hay sources from 
out of the area. These are just a few of the many ways 
that the Extension Service is actively helping farmers 
and ranchers find ways to stay on their farms and to 
keep the fabric of this ag community together.

Teton County’s small businesses also face tough 
competition from large retailers in Great Falls (just 52 
miles away down U.S. Highway 89), and the national 
recession has hit home here too. Our Extension Office 
in Teton County has been a leader in anti-poverty and 
business retention/renewal activities through the Hori
zons program offered through the Northwest Area 
Foundation. The Teton County office is working with 
the Choteau Chamber of Commerce to find strategies 
that will help the small retail community here survive. 
Trying to find an “expert” to help4n a small commu
nity is very difficult. MSU Extension provides that dh-v 
reci assistance and educational Outreach to help small > »• 
business owners try to find ways to compete in today’s 
economy. Access to this education and objective re
search ̂ through Extension is invaluable to small-town 
businesses and without it, the future for Montana’s 
small business owners in rural communities is grim.

MSU Extension Service in Teton County also makes 
sure that citizens here have access to a myriad of edu
cational activities and services. Extension serves 170 
Teton County youths who are active in 4-H and have 
the opportunity to learn new skills from 70 enrolled 4- 
H leaders. Last year, 4-H youth here learned skills in 
93 different project areas and manv also learned public 
speaking and leadership skills. Cundren today need to 
be strong, involved individuals to withstand die soci
etal pressures to drink and drive, use tobacco and 
drugs, have sex and make other bad, dangerous 
choices. The skills and leadership abilities 4-H teaches 
our young people help these kids withstand these pres- 

\  sures and teach them how to make good decisions for 
them futures. Extension is a leader in rural communi
ties in building strong, healthy children and teenagers, 
who are the future of our state.

But children are not the only ones here who benefit 
from MSU Extension Service. Agents Mark Major and 
Jane Wolery also have a long list of classes and pro
grams that benefit adults. As America copes with the 
twin disasters of rampant diabetes and obesity,
Wolery’s programming on healthy eating and exercise 
opens the doorway to dozens of people who are now 
experiencing, firsthand, the benefits o f regular exer
cise. These free classes on nutrition, food safety and 
wellness are invaluable to our community, and they are 
classes that deeply affect the health and happiness of 
people in rural Montana.

We appreciate the difficulty of the Board of Re
gents’ job as members try to balance the needs of the 
Montana University System as a whole. We encourage 
the board to consider how very valuable the educa
tional outreach services of MSU Extension are to the 
rural population of this state. People in Teton Coiinty 
have already put their money where their mouth is, 
voting with their pocketbooks to support and retain Ex
tension here. In 2008, they went to the polls and ap
proved a new special local property tax levy of up to 
eight additional mills, to be phased in over several 
years, to fund our two-agent Extension Office and to 
preserve the level, of services offered here. Teftom. 
County taxpayers are already, paying 7.02‘mills to f i- . 
nance the county’s share of Extension'costs. As one of 
the proponents of this levy,, the Acantha editorialized 
in support of the new tax measure as a way of ensuring 
that Extension here would have stable funding through ' 
die year 2020'. W e can only hope now that we weren’t 
leading local voters astray, and that wereally ;\yilLhave';; 
our excellent Extension, Service programming here 
now and m the future... ’ *. . '>.} £-; "...
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Letters from our readers
Congratulations, Montana Cuts w ill hurt rural, elderly people

I can’t believe it’s been six months since the Montana Clean Air Act 
was put into effect! I don’t go into a lot of bars but have been in some 
recently. The first time I went into a bar for a hamburger in Fairfield, I 
was surprised there was no smoke smell It was pleasant to be there

I have read a lot of reports on the smoking addiction and end up 
feeling guilty I smoked when my children were bom and they devel
oped all the problems that are reported, ear infections, allergies, and nu
merous colds; and my kids smoked .ns they became adults and have 
quit. I think about this when a young parent walks into my office and I 
smell tobacco smoke. And I wonder how second-hand smoke affects 
the people who were exposed to it before the Montana Clean Air Act

Congratulations Montana!
Nancy Semen/a. addictions counselor 

P.0 Box 308 
Choteau

Where was everyone?
As a newcomer to Choteau, I was amazed at the turnout for the 

March 27 high school promenade. I sat amidst parents, grandparents, 
school age and younger children and cheered for these handsome 
couplesjn their eveningxiife^ss. Mmmmmsu.

Lesa.tiian two weeks laton I sat in
num to'near an excellent, cotrcisc inforn^^^Fprograrft,!:CIibk!es and 
Consequences, presented by Youth Enhancement Services. Information 
both statistical, academic and personal was augmented by handouts, 
contact numbers and offers to be of assistance to the community and in
dividuals.

This is information that gives substance to parenl/child discussions 
of the consequences of our choices — specifically the horrific combina
tion of alcohol and driving.

Obviously, considering the standmg-room-only attendance at the 
prom stroll (as well as the school events I’ve attended) this is a commu
nity that supports its children.

So, why was the Choices and Consequences program ignored?
Laune Jordcn 

420 Main Ave. N.
, Choteau

It appears our governor has little concern for nursing homes and the 
medical profession as a whole. He announced on April 5 that he was 
going forward with the proposed budget cuts. The nursing home per 
diem increase projected (which was a meager 2 percent) and approved 
by the Legislature for the coming fiscal year would not be forth com
ing. This is unfortunate

We are all struggling to keep our heads above water. This is just one 
more slap in the face to our elderly They do not deserve this kind of 
uncaring attitude The budgets arc always balanced at the expense of 
our elderly population. This also has a trickle-down effect. It affects 
employees and the community.

It appears he is just beginning. The proposal is to move per diem 
rates back to 2009 levels for the 2013 biennium \re the rest of the 
prices going to go backwards? I don’t think so. The object of our exist
ence is to move forward not backwards. Studies show on a consistent 
basts that Medicaid doesn't cover costs and now we are supposed to go 
backwards.

Arlene Wolbaum, administrator 
Teton Nursing Home 

P.O. Box 317, Choteau
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ma.Iis'&e.sK-inonlh anniversary.
of the Montana Clean In'dOor S ir Act. Every Montanan’s health has im
proved, due to high compliance among bars, casinos and other busi
nesses statewide

In 2006, the U.S. Surgeon General reported that there is no risk-free 
level of exposure to secondhand smoke. With smoke-free laws like 
Montana’s, fewer Montanans will suffer heart attacks in the short term. 
In the future, fewer will develop lung cancer and cardiovascular dis
ease. As a physician assistant and the health officer,for Teton County, I 
am happy to know that fewer Montanans will be suffering and every
one will be living healthier lives.

The success of the Clean Indoor Air Act should be celebrated as a 
public health triumph. Breathing smoke-free air is the right of every 
Montanan and is essential to our future. Support Teton County’s 
smoke-free establishments, for everyone’s health. „

Tim Sinton, PA-C, Teton County Health Officer 
P.O. Box 1483, Choteau
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Saving Gracie b y  Author Carol Bradley

Card, of Thanks
I want to take.*this opportu

nity to thank a ll 'o f you who 
sent me cards, donations, or 
food, after Alex’s passing, and 
especially those^ who helped 
Louise and me get packed and 
loaded as we prepared for our 
move to Shoreline, Wash.

W e would never have made 
it without you.

Thank you all again, 
Janet Truchot 

and Louise Neel
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A  portion of the proceeds 
will be donated to 

Bright Eyes Animal 
Care and Rehab

fck'klIm Bfak'ùfm lk  ,

Main Street, Augusta

(4 0 6 ) 5 6 2 -3 6 6 5
arMo@3riveis.itet 

www,a0gustagaller7.com

Holy St. Jude
Apostle and Martyr, rich in 
virtue and great in miracles, 
near kinsman of Jesus Christ 
who has been granted great 

powers, Faithful intercession 
o f all who seek Your aid in 

time o f need. From the depths 
of my heart, I  humbly beg, to . 
. whom God has giyen such' 
"great power, to help me in my 
present and earnest petition.
I promise to make your name, 
known and cause you to be 
invoked. State your petition.

? Say 3 Our Father's1 
£ and 3  Hail Mary's for . , . 
r nine consecutive.days.

See us for all your 
seed needs this spring!

Cert. Jedd Clearfield, Fortuna Spring Wheat, and others 
Cert. Metcalfe • Cert. Haxby Feed Barley 
Seed Oats • Haybet and Stockford Barley

> Please c e ll fo r  va rie ties and p rice s/ V ..
- -i,---  v -  ; -- —  r

V’v.ì ¿ir j tSkiV

.vo '
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