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.occasional military traffic on the 
roads, which service several missile 
silos. - ^  •

Malmstrom Air Force Base 
awarded the $1 million construc
tion contract for approximately 13 
miles of .road to Schellinjger Sand 
and Gravel Co. of Columbia Falls, 
and the company did the work in 
mid to late September, milling up 
the road surface, mixing the cal
cium chloride with sand and gravel 
and reapplying this mixture to the 
road as well as replacing several 
cattle guards.

The commissioners, however, 
said the construction project did not 
turn out as planned. During the 
project, they said, the weather rained 
for several days. Apparently, this 
extra moisture caused the slurry to 
shift, with the larger gravel settling 
to the bottom and the sandy calcium 
chloride coming to the surface. The 
result was a road surface nearly de
void of gravel that easily rutted, was 
slimy and slick when wet, and that 
had a soft, oozing texture that would 
not dry out.

With winter weather conditions 
now here, Teton County Road Fore
man Darrin Johnson says drivers 
should be prepared for two different 
types of conditions on the treated 
portion of the roads: slick and icy if 
the temperatures are below freez
ing; and muddy and slippery if a 
chinook brings a temporary thaw 
through the area. The commission
ers said the road bears an average 
traffic load of about 160 vehicles a 
day, including school buses.

At last week’s public hearing, 
the commissioners said they went 
back to the U.S. Air Force and the 
Federal Highway Administration 
after complaints from local drivers 
about the roads began rolling in last 
fall. Board of Commissioners Chair
man Joe Dellwo said the commis
sioners have asked the Air Force 
and FHWA to do something about 
the road, but so far, the Air Force 
has said that it just needs time to dry
out and cure.

'  Officials with the Malmstrom 
Air Force Base issued a written state
ment to the Acantha in ' which a 
spokesperson explained that a dry 
period of time is needed to allow the 
roadtocure.“Iftherearethreeweeks, 
of relatively dry weather, the road 
will finish curing and excessive 
moisture absorption will cease,” the 
USAFsaid.

“ If the road stabilization mate
rial continues to be a problem on 
this road, the Air Force and the 
Federal Highway Administration 
will determine what the best solu
tion will be and will get input and 
feedback from the county,” the 
USAFsaid.

Dellwo said the Air Force and 
FHWA have not yet accepted the 
road and are withholding final pay
ment to the contractor until the road 
has a chance to cure. The county has 
not accepted the road as satisfactory 
either, he said.

The county’s position, Dellwo 
said, is that the Air Force should pay 
for extra work— like putting down 
more gravel —  to improve driving 
conditions. If the county takes ac
tion on its own, he said, it is highly 
likely that the U.S. Air Force will 
refuse to bear the costs. Dellwo said 
the county has requested the USAF 
civil engineer on the project to get 
permission from the FHWA for a 
structural engineer to examine the 
road and possibly authorize extra 
graveling.

“The Air Force is in a wait-and- 
see mode,” Dellwo said.

Choteau businessm an Lyle 
Hodgskiss, who lives with his fam
ily on the road, said the reduced 
speed limit seems to be an attempt 
by the county to shift responsibility 
for road safety from the county to 
individual drivers.

“The other night when it snowed,
I was only going 25 mph and could 
barely stay on the road,” Hodgskiss 
said. “There are going to be a lot of 
rigs in the ditch and a lot of tickets."

Later, Hodgskiss also said, “It’s 
just frustrating ... that we’re in a

position that we can’t do something 
to help with the condition o f die 
road.”

.Commissioner Jim Hodgskiss 
said he’s hot even sure the Air Force 
or the Federal Highway Adminis
tration plan to do anything —  even 
though the county has requested 
action."

The commissioners provided the 
Acantha with a copy of a Nov. 15 
letter from the Western Federal 
Lands Highway D ivision -in 
Vancouver, Wash., to County At
torney Joe Coble, in which a federal 
employee, speaking on behalf of 
Construction Operations Engineer 
Howe T. Crockett, said, “These 
roads have recently been inspected 
by the WFLHD C ontracting 
Officer’s technical representative 
who reports them hard, durable, and 
performing to design intent. Addi
tionally, Mike Miner, the Missile 
Engineering representative indicates 
that the USAF is fully satisfied with 
the condition of the roads and has no 
reservations about transport erector 
use. ... WFL considers the roads 
complete and acceptable and has no 
current intent of additional work on 
these routes.”

Dellwo said he still believes that 
Miner is trying to get another engi
neer to come and inspect the road. 
He said the commissioners have met 
two to three times with Air Force 
officials and have sent them pic
tures of the road when it was wet. “I 
think they are aware of it, but I don’t 
think they are going to be able to do 
something in time this winter,” he 
said.

Harold Yeager, whose son owns 
a ranch served by the road, said the 
county commissioners need to get 
the Air Force’s attention and make 
the federal entity fix the problem. 
“You’ve got to file a suit against 
them or whatever it takes to get their 
attention,” he said, adding that the 
commissioners need to call the 
state’s congressional delegation too.

David Hirschfeld, who lives on 
the Bellview Road South, said he

thinks the road will e ventually cure. 
Now, he said; the road is good to 
drive when it’s dry, and only be
comes problematic when wet or, as 
now, frozen and slick. He opposed 
the 35 mph speed limit and instead 
encouraged the commissioners to 
put a speed limit on passing ve
hicles.

“I just don’t know that setting 
the speed limit is going to do any
thing but slow down the people haul
ing their boats to the lake, and the 
rest of us are going to have to worry 
about getting a speeding ticket on it 
when the conditions are okay,” he 
said.

Lane and Bev Yeager, who live 
on a ranch 17 miles up the road, said 
they are concerned about the dan
gerous driving conditions and that 
the 35 mph speed limit will add 
another 30 minutes to the public 
school bus route that serves their 
four school-aged children.

“You’re going to have to do 
something, I’m afraid,” Lane Yeager 
said of maintaining the road. “It’s 
alm ost like you’re driving on 
marbles.”

He also said, “We’re going to 
have to hold you guys to the fire if 
it’s our kids or a school bus that gets 
hurt.”

Dellwo said the 35 mph speed 
limit is an attempt to reduce the risk 
o f someone having a serious wreck 
on the road.

Dellwo said the county does not 
want to take steps now that would 
let the contractor, the U.S. Air Force 
or the FHWA off the hook for pay
ing to fix the road. “We want to keep 
the responsibility for fixing this road 
on Schellinger and the Air Force. 
We don’t want to have to pay tax 
dollars to fix what was their prob
lem,” he said.

In other business at last week’s 
meeting, the commissioners ap
pointed Toole County Attorney 
Merle Raph as a special deputy Te
ton County attorney, to assist Coble, 
who provides the same assistance to 
Raph in Toole County.
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in how the state Department of Natu
ral Resources and other state de- 

' partments will treat land within the 
WUI, an area where structures and 
other human development meet or 
intermingle with undeveloped wild
land fuels.

In the old plan, most of Teton 
County is designated as beingwithin 
the WUI. Nowthe'dommissioners 
are proposing a greatly-reduced 
WUI that may or may not include 
private land east of the national for
est boundary.

The committee met for the sec
ondtime on Nov. 17 and most of the 
discussion focused on how to de- 
finc the WUI in Teton County.

Van Auken told the committee 
that the changes in state legislation 
are coming from both the DNRC 
arfd the Montana Department of 
Labor and Industry. The DNRC is 
requiring counties to adopt strin
gent building codes within WUI 
areas or forfeit the right to request 
DNRC grants.

Teton County has already de
clined to adopt those codes and is 
now no longer eligible for certain 
DNRC fire-mitigation grants, he
said.

Secondly, however, the Montana 
Department of Labor and Industry 
is in the process of writing adminis
trative rules governing construction 
specifications for structures, roads, 
etc., in lands designated as part of a 
WUI. County commissioners may 
or may not adopt these codes. So 
far, the Teton County commission
ers have said they do not plan to 
adopt those codes either.

“My personal opinion is that it is 
back-door zoning,” Van Auken said. 
“They are going to require the coun
ties to do.zoning in order to get this 
funding.”
,. Tetpn County’s, existing Com

munity’ Wildfire Protection Plan set

the WUI very broadly so the county 
could use DNRC fire mitigation 
funds nearly anywhere. Now, with 
rules related to construction (ce
ment porches, fireproof roofs, etc.), 
for land within the WUI, the county 
needs to refine the designation, Van 
Auken said. Most of Teton County, 
especially in the central and eastern 
two-thirds, does not heed to be bur
dened with these regulations, he 
added.

Van Auken said he would like to 
see the WUI parallel the Lewis and 
Clark National Forest boundary.

“If you look at Teton County, 
it’s kind of a microcosm of the state. 
We have the mountains to the west 
and the plains to the east,” Van 
Auken said.

King, attending the committee 
meeting, noted that the new legisla
tion requires the county to define 
land within the WUI parcel by par
cel.

She also asked the committee to 
consider whether it should include 
private land under conservation 
easements and other public lands 
(State Lands, Bureau of Land Man
agement lands and state Fish, Wild
life and Parks properties) within the 
WUI since little or no construction 
would occur on that land anyway.

DNRC representative Dave 
Hamilton asked the committee to 
consider how much subdivision and 
residential development will be done 
in the forested private lands along 
the forest boundary in western Te
ton County.

Commissioner Joe Dellwo, who 
ranches west of Bynum in the Black- 
leaf area, said his family still smarts 
over the federal grizzly bear recov
ery area — which included their 
property without any local input.

“I have a real problem, knowing 
how I felt when it was done to me, 
going out and doing this to someone

else,” he said. “For me that leaves 
the Forest Service or the Forest Ser
vice and the BLM as the boundary, 
and then you’re not going.to affect 
any private property owners.” ,;i\

Greg Archie, also with the 
, DNRC; . s a i d ^ ^ w ^  .playing- 
-(devil’s a c h ^ a te ^ e i f  hb’iaSd th 
the county wouldn’t really.be creat
ing a WUI if it only designated 
federal or state-owned land since 
there are relatively few structures 
on those public lands anyway.

Anyone on the committee who 
drove out west of Choteau into the 
forested Arrowleaf Subdivision 
would describe that area as a “wild
land-urban interface,” he said, but 
the county doesn’t want to impose 
zoning on that land so it is propos
ing to keep it out. “So basically 
what you are saying is that Teton 
County does not want to have any 
WUI designation in the county,” he 
said.

Van Auken said a designation 
that included only public lands 
would allow the county to avoid 
imposing “reverse zoning” on pri
vate property owners.

Even if the county used the for
est land boundary as the eastern 
edge of the WUI, he said, there 
would still be 135 acres of private 
land in the WUI from the Mortimer 
inholdings.

Hamilton said the county should 
considerlookingatstructures among 
fuels (mostly trees) and perhaps 
draw a WUI line on the east that 
follows the mountain tree line.

Vaiden Bloch, another consult-

the tree line on the east.
Erik Eneboe, the DNRC unit 

manager at Conrad, said anything 
the commissioners adopt is going to 
be an infringement on private prop
erty rights, so there needs to be a

^ i r T h i r i ^ b l f f ^ P W l^ lS l^ l^ f -.igfiup - v  _, >
* owners wpo would be affected, 

should have a say, he said.
The committee agreed and the 

commissioners drafted a letter about 
the public meeting that was sent last 
week to 72 landowners along the 
Rocky Mountain Front in Teton 
County, urging them to attend or 
give other input.

The committee will present the 
two different WUI boundaries de
veloped by Bloch at next week’s 
meetings, and will hear from land- 
owners on whether they want their 
property in or out of any designated 
WUI.

H am ilton said  landow ners 
should be aware that if they opt out 
o f the WUI, they are on their own to 
pay for fire mitigation work like 
clearing brush, widening roads, 
landscaping yards, for example. 
“There’s no state money to help out 
with it,” he said. “All we can do is 
come and try to put the fire out.”

The commissioners said they will 
also take written comment on the 
WUI and landowners who can’t 
make it to one of the meetings should 
call, write or drop by the commis
sioners’ office to give input.

The time line for the project calls 
Tor the draft plan to be completed in
December, for public hearings and 

ant with Northwest Management, rrevisions in January and for final 
said he could produce a map that 'ad o p tio n  in  F ebruary . The 
would show two different potential committee’s next meeting is Dec. 8 
boundaries —  one the federal and at 1 p.m.attheFarmServiceAgency 
state lands on the east and the other, conference room in Choteau.
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S ta y  a n d  Ski S p ec ia ls  with. ' , .  
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"‘j - ’ . (2 nights minimum/lift ticket not included)
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FREE ESTIMATES^.
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D&K Ag Supply,
“The only dealer OUTSTANDING in your fie ld

Call crop advisor, 
Doug Bouma, for all 

your crop needs.

Doug & Kelcy Bouma. Owners • 590-1266 or 467-3631

C O M M U N IT Y  C H U R C H

C o m e experience flie life -changing love of Jesus

S u n d a y s  a t  1 0 :3 0  a .m .
414 S. Main • Choteau

Nursery Age 0-3 Kids’ Church Age 3-6th grade
www.newlifewebsite.com 4 6 6 - 2 3 0 3
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•rat Senke on Second TV
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406-466-3311 • 925 North Main • Chotead

Order from our Menu or enjoy Dally Specials!
Wednesday, Dec. 1: Lunch; Avocado Burger • Dinner Pork Chop with Mashed 

Potatoes and Gravy

, cfiicken  over Rice • Dinner: C h ickem friw i o
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Friday, Dec. 3: Lunch: Grilled Cheese w ith a cup o f Seafood Chowder • ' 
Dinner Tequila Lime Chicken

Saturday, Dec. 4: Lunch: Chili Burger • Dinner: Prime Rib

Monday, Dec. 6: Lunch: Pizza Burger • Dinner: New York Steak with Skewered 
Shrim p , , ,

Tuesday, Dec. 7: Lunch: Meatball Sub • Dinner: Country Style Chicken Alfredo

www elkcountrygrill com • Wireless Internet Available
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Full 24-Hour Assisted Care 
i*  Housekeeping &

Laundry Provided 
Medication A ssistance^^P^

’l*  Delicious Home-Cooked Meals

0 ,°" “ ^ E E H I V E
homes (406) 466-5559

Quality Assisted Senior Living Brility 1006 W. Dlvisioa • Choteaa;
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