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The Choteau, Fairfield and Augusta chambers of 
•commerce are all putting on super community events 
¡this weekend so mark your calendar and make time to 
¡stay hom e and s^w®^frthe local businesses that pro
vide for your retanana service needs all year round. 

-The Fairfield Holiday Stroll is Dec. 3 with events 
¡throughout the day and into the evening, including a 
chili cook-off at the Community Hall. The Choteau 
ChristQias Stroll is all day on Saturday with a host of 

¡spe^iakervents, including a free Christmas children’s 
¡m p v i^ fiie  truck rides with Santa Claus and horse- 
d^avyjybuggy tours of Choteau’s decorated homes. The 
Auj^staCowboy Christmas Rendezvous has a silent 

¡auction, a snowman decorating contest, lunch conces
sion s, a craft fair, Christmas trees for sale and much 
more on Sunday, Dec. 5.

The national recession that started in 2009 and is 
¡still lingering has hit America’s retailers hard and busi
nesses in small markets like Choteau, Fairfield, and 
Augusta are feeling the impacts as well. Small-town 
shop owners are handicapped because they can’t take 
advantage o f “volume discounts” and usually don’t 
draw folks in from far out o f town to expand their re
tail bases. Many of our local merchants need the holi
day shopping season to make the year end in the black 
rather than the red. Businesses in Choteau, Fairfield 
and Augusta stock high quality items so their prices 
mayh be higher than what is available on some 
cheaply-made products in big box stores. For example, 
you can be assured that the gift ware you purchase at 
Country Hallmark or Curly Willow Basins won’t break 
or fall apart with time. You can know that the active 
gear bought at Black Sheep Sports will be high quality 
and long lasting, and the parts and auto supplies from 
K’s Auto in Choteau will be well-built and durable.
• We know that the merchants in our small towns 
can’t offer shoppers all the variety and range o f prices 
that the big town stores do, but we think you’d be sur
prised at all they do have to offer. Please, visit our 
stores, look at the sales, the special holiday merchan
dise, talk to owners about special orders or extras like 
free gift wrapping. Make shopping locally part o f your 
holiday tradition — a tradition that will help ensure the 
.survival o f your community and o f the small-town cul
ture that we all value and that draws newcomers here' 
,pyery year.
v^'On a another note-pleas^ -supp^t^cr G hoteauT'^^  
fcSes’ C aring;T r^gnrar^^^^dn^m iy, Dec. 8,'TstHtf' 
.official deadline for community members to return f  
presents, purchased for families in need, ¡through the 
Caring Tree project. This g ift drive is designed to help 
families-who are-on lo w; oryfiixedjiijepui^s obtain gifts ( 
¡forparents and children and1 to provide gifts for the <l 
elderly who are in need. Gift tags are now on Caring 
•Trees at the Choteau Post Office and Teton Banks- 
Choteau In the spirit of Christmas, those with more re
sources are asked to share with those struggling —  to 
take tags o ff the trees, purchase gifts and return them 
to drop-off sites at the Choteau Acantha and Teton 
Banks-Choteau. Be true to one o f the most basic mes
sages o f  the Christmas sea so n .^  let- thosewith wealth 
share with those who have naught. Cash donations can 
be sent to the Choteau Jayciees,’ P.O. Box 274, Cho- ‘ 
teau, M T 59422. For nipre information, ;c’ontaet Jenni
fer Asselstine. 4.; - ‘ . ' i t  ?•?•«»•
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Montanans: cuts in services

Outrage over the debt 
and its burden on 
our children and 

grandchildren was a 
leading cause of the 

Republican rising in the recent 
election/Deepenjngranxiety 
over a deficit-smothered 
economy contributed to the 
Democratic waves in 2006 and 
2008. Now, washed in on an 
epic tidal wave, Republicans say 
they get the message. They, , •„ 
didn’t do the job on the'debt 
when it was theirs to do. G $el\ 
a second chance, they pledge to 
get started. Republicans adver
tised themselves as serious bud
get cutters in the recent cam
paign, and now they vow to per
form as advertised.

Budgetary solutions may not 
be as easy, but the math is ' ~ 
simple. The federal governme 
is spending abpy 
year, andjhf ' '
" '"T heT
across Montana with ¡per 
even greater velocity than i 
rest of the nation. There is no * 
question about the mandate j 
cutting spending here. That bef? 
ing true, Montanans should V 
brace for some belt tightening*; 
because 40 cents of every dollar 
Montana government spends ” 
comes from our big brother in 
Washington.

The most uncomplicated fre
quently mentioned strategy for 
cutting back is to return federal 
spending to 2009 levels. That 
year Montana received $1.9 bil
lion in federal aid. On a per. 
capita basis, only six states were 
higher on the federal dole than- 
Montana. c

In 2010, our federal piece of 
the pie jumped to $2.3 billion. 
That $400 million increase in* 
one year by itself equated to 
more than 20 percent of all the

mJK** Guest column
V: : By Bob Brown

money the state takes in from 
taxes, and would be a $100 mil
lion overdraft on $300 million 
Montana now has “in the bank.” 
The impact of such federal cuts 
would surely prove the old say
ing that a government big 
enough to give you what you 
want is big enough to take from 
you what you have.

Since our state constitution re
quires a balanced budget, we 
won’t have the alternative of go
ing into debt to compensate for 
federal cuts. Our state government 
will have to severely cut services 
or drastically increase taxes, or 
both. With conservative Republi
cans 4 h ^ n  c o o i |S l^ ia te ^

houses of the Legislature, don’t 
figure on any taxing solutions.

Though it pales in compari
son, Montana went through this 
once before. In 1980 the Reagan 
wave brought conservatives to a 
great victory. Federal budget 
cuts followed in 1981. The 1981 
Legislature, meeting in January, 
didn’t reckon on the level of 
cuts, and spent money from the 
feds we didn’t get. To comply 
with the Constitution, Gov. Ted 
Schwinden called the Legisla
ture into special session in No
vember of 1981 to balance the 
budget. His recommendation
was a 5_cenLincreaseinjnotor

general fund in federal highway 
matching requirements so that 
additional revenue could be 
freed up to cover the costs of 
paying for the federal cut backs.

Predictably, the Republican 
Legislature balked at the in
creased taxes, and the result was 
a modest $30 million in spend
ing readjustments and reduc
tions. The average Montanan 
hardly felt a thing.

This time around swallowing 
hundreds of millions won’t be as 
easy, but thé reality is that our 
nation can’t continue to live be
yond its means. Significant re
ductions at all levels of govern
ment have to occur. Nickeling 
our way out this time will not be 
an option for Montana. This 
time we will feel the pain.

Bob Brown is a former Mon
tana secretary of state and state

fuel taxesto relieve the state Senate president.

“Ihis Season, Take Time to Give Yourself 
the Gift o f  Better Health."

Hannah Sexton, MPA-C, will present...
A Healthier —You!

A 45-minute information session

Join Hannah in a discussion of three common and often 
preventable diseases and leam more about the roles o f.. .  

•W hat is cholesterol?
•W hat is high blood pressure?
•W hat is pre-diabetes?

Tuesday, December 7th
12:00 p.m.(bring a lunch) or 5:15 p.m. 
ChotMu/Toton PuMkLibraryY : ' /
Aik* Gkason Room ~ , f

54  million adults in the U.S. are pre-diabetic. Many o f these adults will develop • 

Type 2 diabetes in the next 10years" Am erican Diabetes Association. . /-.

P m  i  ù tili t;.. H o m i lo» n Omilily (  tu  <• Tetonj
Clinic: 915 4th St. N.W., Choteau, MT « (406)466-6085 Center
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