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■ EMS from page 1
Dutton/Brady School District for 
$10,000. Since then, and with the 
community's help and support, the 
group tore down the teacherage, 
remodeled the triplex and added 
two garage bays, the total of which 
the state Department of Revenue in 
the 2009 reappraisal valued at 
$83,756.

Except for Larson, the active 
volunteer roster turned over from 
eight members to four new ones, 
with two more in training. Ostberg 
and Campbell, in follow-up inter
views, talked about the EMS work 
they do while juggling their family 
and career needs.

Ostberg is the service manager 
for Frontline Ag in Conrad and he 
spoke on his cell phone while in 
Austin, Texas, on business.

He said the biggest challenge is 
having enough personnel on call. 
He and his wile, Lon, who live just 
outside of the town of Dutton, have 
a 4-ycar-oId daughter and a 7-year 
old son. Lon teaches in Great Falls 
and is completing a master’s degree 
in counseling from the college in 
Havre, where she travels for classes 
on the weekend, leaving Shawn to 
care of the children, and unable to 
take the emergency calls.

“The community needs to know 
we arc not losing the ambulance 
service We want to make sure we 
don’t lose it in the future. We pro
vide the best service we can," Shawn 
Ostberg said, explaining that he is 
seeking the emergency service's 
sustainability.

■ GRANT

The Dutton EMS works in part
nership with the Dutton Volunteer 
Fire Department, the Teton County 
EMS, the Teton County Sheriffs 
Department and the state Highway 
Patrol.

Campbell is the secretary at the 
Dutton/Brady School and her hus
band, Mike, operates a crop-spray
ing business, which Colleen assists 
in running during the summer. They 
have two grown children and two 
grandchildren.

“We have saved lives. We arc all 
volunteers at heart and enjoy serv
ing the community in this capacity, 
but we don’t have enough people on 
our crew,” Campbell said.

Bryant is the corporation’s trea
surer who pays the bills and Larson 
is the vice president, Campbell said. 
For the fiscal year ending June 30. 
2009, the most recent Dutton EMS 
tax form (IRS Form 990 available 
on the Internet) lists the corporation 
as receiving S8.000 in donations, 
and 524,972 in receipts from pa
tients (and insurance companies) 
that were treated and/or transported. 
A company in Missoula docs the 
Dutton EMS billing.

Besides (he land and buildings, 
the Dutton EMS had machinery and 
equipment worth S4.500 and two 
ambulances worth $13,000. In fis
cal year 2009, the corporation had 
515,520 in expenses and was pay
ing on a $27,501 mortgage to Dut
ton State Bank. It had borrowed 
55,500 from Dunning and Tharp to 
cover cash flow issues but Campbell

said those loans were paid off.
The Dutton EMC had been sued 

a few years ago by a patient it had 
transported, but that lawsuit was 
settled out of court, Campbell said.

During the start-up years, the 
Dutton EMS rented space to the 
Pondera Medical Center to operate 
a medical clinic. Dunning, who is a 
registered nurse, was the part-time 
clinic coordinator. That arrangement 
ended, and this past year, Dunning 
retired to spend more time with her 
family.

Ostberg said Dunning had made 
many sacrifices on behalf of the 
Dutton EMS and her passion and 
her fundraising and grantwriting 
skills built the Dutton EMS into 
what it is today.

“Sue was our cheerleader,” 
Campbell said, adding that the Dut
ton crew has the same passion, but 
that said, a person can commit only 
so much time to be on call, and the 
fundraising efforts take even more 
lime. She noted that all four mem
bers were out of town over Thanks
giving, which meant that the crews 
in Power or Choteau covered the 
area.

The Dutton EMS crew also puts 
in time for training and big training 
events held in Billings, for example, 
leave the area without local cover
age.

Campbell said she and Ostberg 
had met with Deb Coverdcll, the 
Teton County EMS and Disaster 
and Emergency Services coordina
tor. They have proposed to open

another discussion with her and with 
the Teton County Commissioners 
as well as with the Dutton EMS 
accountant.

Campbell said it will take some 
time to analyze the pros and cons of 
a merger, and one of the first tasks 
might be to distribute an informa
tional letter to the people that the 
Dutton EMS serves m January.

Ostberg noted at the council 
meeting he would seek tjic blessing 
of the community before the “Ts’ 
arc dotted and the ‘Ts* crossed.”

The councilmcn and the mayor 
asked him who would own the build
ing and equipment if a merger oc
curred and what would happen to 
the memorial donations that the 
townsfolk give to support the inde
pendent organization in the event 
the county gets involved. Ostberg 
said those are the questions that 
would need to be answered before 
anything happens.

Flcshmun said she believes the 
townsfolk would not be concerned 
about a merger if  it were shown that 
the EMS would be more reliable.

Christman said the struggle to 
find people to train and take the call 
appears to be ongoing, but having a 
local unit is essential and he would 
support whatever Campbell and 
Ostberg fell was necessary to sus
tain the service.

Campcll said that the crew has 
people who can drive the ambu
lances leaving the EMTs to locus on 
the patients “We get great support.” 
she said
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school districts to meet stale or fed
eral health or safety standards.

Last spring, the Quality Schools 
Program awarded 5 10,607,964 to 
33 school districts, none of which 
went to Teton County schools, but 
did includeS93.500 to Augusta Pub
lic Schools.

“I am excited to sec we made the 
list.” Choteau School Superinten
dent Kevin St. John said in a recent 
interview.

He said it was the second time 
the district applied for the same 
grant, because the project did not 
rank high enough in the first round.

The district "fixed it and wrote it 
better,” he said of the second try. He 
cautioned that the funding would 
still have to be approved by the 
Legislature,soat this point he would 
“waiTahd see” what happens.

Tfic'school district spent $1 ,000 
to design the project and St. John 
spent a halfa day in Helena oversee
ing the preparation of the applica
tion, he said

The district will provide 520.000 
in building reserve funds to com
plete the 5364.000 project

St. John said the food service 
area in the elementary school wing 
is outdated, and a safety concern 
occurs when garbage trucks and food 
supply trucks drive through the play
ground designated for kindergarten 
through second grade students to 
reach the service area.

Added to that, a company special
izing in workers’ compensation re
viewed the ergonomics of separate 
food storage and preparation areas 
and found they could be improved.

St. John said the district staff 
must go outside to retrieve food stored 
in a freezer and walk downstairs into 
a basement to get food stored there 
because the food service area does 
not have enough storage.

One mistake might lead to a se
rious accident, he said 1

Dutton/Brady Schools applied 
foraS474,490Quality Schools Pro
gram grant, but the district is not
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The Acantha will correct factual errors or omissions in its news 

items in the next publication. To report an error, call 406-466-2403.

B u s in e s s  w a s  t h e  B e n to n  P h a rm a cy
Shcrwin Smith, who is retiring from the U.S.D.A. Farm Service 

Agency after working 33 years with the agency, grew up in Fort Benton, 
where his lather owned and operated the Fort Benton Pharmacy. An 
article in last week’s edition incorrectly stated the name of the business. 
Also retiring from the USDA this week is Julie Amclinc, who has worked 
there for 28 years.
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included in the governor’s recom
mendations. Dutton/Brady Super
intendent D K Brooks said the dis
trict was told to wait until February 
to learn whether its projcel was 
funded.

The school proposed an energy- 
rctrofu project that would include 
conversion from pneumatic controls 
to digital controls for the physical 
plum to set up separate healing zones 
within ihc Dutton campus building, 
among other things.

Brooks said ihc district docs not 
have to pay the grant preparer, 
McKinstry Co., if the district docs
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Card of Thanks
To the “S e c re t  ̂

S n o w -S h o v e le r ,” 
you made my day!
Tlnink you. so very ^  
much.

Donna Dyrdahl
4 3 -1 tp

not receive the grant According to 
the commerce department’s Web 
site, applications for the 2015 bien
nium will be accepted next fall.

Last spring, McKinstry Business 
Development ManagerTimTolman 
of Missoula told the school board 
that the district is not meeting the 
current new construction code for 
fresh air, it being an older building. 
The grant funds would fix that, 
among other things.

Card of Thanks
To all our friends and neigh

bors.
I would like to thank every

one for the outpouring of con
cern and care following my re
cent accident. W e heard from 
many of you that aren’t on our 
,daily or weekly -list.,That is 
especially thoughtful. Those of 
you that are closer and we visit 
with frequently know that you 
are on our A list. Until an unfor
tunate thing like this happens it 
is hard to appreciate the sup
port base we all have around us.

1 am also very thankful for 
the skill and willingness o f all 
the emergency response per
sonnel who sacrifice often for 
the rest of us.

Sorry this note wasn’t in the 
paper on Thanksgiving week 
as it should have been. I am 
more thankful now than before 
of many things but the com 
munity and people we live in 
and around has to be on top of 
the list.

I 'm  going to be okay soon, 
recovery is a little slow form e, 
so if  I forget your name, I’m 
going to claim my scars as an 
excuse.

Sincerely. Bruce Lee 
4 3 -1 tc and family

r

seven days a week. 
466-2818

Sign up now for Neiv Year's 
Eve Moonlight Bowling. 
$10 for 3 games. 9-Pin 
No-Tap, starts at 9 p.m. 

Fun for the whole family!

Open bowling available 
Dec. 26 - Jan. 2.

There is no league bowling during this time.
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Champagne Available

New Years Eve Specials

Lobster.

l^Pound R ib Eye w ith  
1 Bernaise Sauce

’ Chicken A lfredo v:
r i p ,  -, r •» *■» - „ . ’ j
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tHPortW ine Sauce, ¿

1 í Mussels’ Se '
ClamsinWhiteSauce

406- 466-5642
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♦ E lectrica l
♦ H eating-
♦ A ir-C ond ition in g
♦ A lternative  Energy

FREE ESTIMATES 

(406) 466-5719 • Cell 590-5678
101 3rd Street SE, Choteau MT 59422 

renteria@3rivers.net

D&K Ag Supply, a t|||
“The only dealer OUT■STANDING in your fie ld ”  * »

Call crop advisor,
Doug Bouma, for all 

your crop needs.

Doug & Kelcy Bouma, Owners • 590-1266 or 467-3631

_____________________

C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

Com e experience the life-clicincjincj love o f j  esus

Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
414 S. Main • Choteau

N ursery A g e  0-3 Kids’ Church Age 3-6ili grade
www.newlifewebsite.com 466-2303

s f...
Q ^  Skyline Beauty 

Shop and Boutique
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snrl T/iaii/(. Y r.u  Jen' tjouY pslvm urjel

We would like to wish eveiyone 
Happy New Year and thank the 

community for their support in 2010.
~ Robin, Holly, Dorothy, Connie, Darlene

. Choteau Thading Post

810 1st Avenue South».Great Falls 
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Fairfield O ffice: Ft. Benton O ffice: MANG Office:
105 4 th  S tre e t S o u th  1510 SL Chartes S treet 406-791-0306 

406-467-2641  406-622-5789 ,

mailto:acantha@3rivers.net
mailto:tetonads@3rivers.net
http://www.choteaut.eantha.com
mailto:renteria@3rivers.net
http://www.newlifewebsite.com

