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O T Y , C ALLED  RICHEST
ITS m iU  AFTER  H A LF DEN

T A M !

MAJOR STIVERS 
AND THE GENERAL

MONTANA HOUGH RIDER BESTS 
BRIGADIER GENERAL IN 

VERBAL COMBAT

Ordered By Superior Officer to Fur
nish Him With Automobile Advises 
General to Hire a Taxi and Con
sternation Follows'; Stivers Sails 
for France.

Major D. Gay Stivers, the Montana 
rough rider, has sailed for France. 
He tendered his services to the sec
retary of war more than a year ago 
and waB commissioned as a major in 
the quartermaster’s department. His 
year of bureau work in Washington 
was not without incidents of inter
est. The major, born under the sha
dow of a cavalry troop guidon, has 
(the positive way of one accustomed to 
coipmand. He is sometimes start
lingly positive. Now down at Wash
ington there are many thousands of 
young men wearing the uniform and 
enjoying the rank of army officers, 
who have seen no military service. 
They are stenographers and supernu- 
meries of men in high place. They 
have never drawn sword or smelled 
powder except on parade. The Wash
ington name for them is “ slickers.” 
They are said to be stronger numeri
cally than officers of the line who 
are serving with the colors. They 
are not very high in the favor of the 
real soldier who has gone into the 
army to fight.

Major Stivers, who was born in 
the service, his father having been a 
regular army officer, and was him
self the captain of a troop of rough 
riders which served through the 
Spanish American war, has little pa
tience with this new type of pot hook 
warrior of the Pullman system. He 
walked down to his office in Wash
ington a few days ago, and in the 
course of six blocks, was compelled, 
by army regulations, to salute about 
1800 of these commissioned non-com
batants. His arm was tired and so 
was his disposition.

About this time a blustering brig
adier general arrived at headquar
ters. He wanted an automobile and 
wanted it quick. Some one told him 
that Stivers could fix him out. So 
he sent his orderly to Stivers, who, 
Baluting, said;

"General Blank presents his com
pliments to Major Stivers; he desires 
that one of the departmental auto
mobiles, one of high power, be placed 
at his disposal immediately. Ho also 
wants a good chauffeur.”

The Montana rough rider saluted 
the orderly punctiliously. “ My com
pliments,” said he, “ to General 
Blank. Tell him if he wants an au
tomobile to hire one, as I do.”

The orderly went back to the gen
eral and reported. The general was 
furious. He would have this west
ern major cashiered for impertinence 
to a superior officer. He stormed 
and threatened.

When he calmed down he ascer
tained that Stivers was acting direct
ly under the secretary of war, and 
subject to no orders except those that 
came from the war head. The old 
general could only talk and glare, and 
that ended the matter. It is of re 
cord that he hired a taxi.

On another occasion a young steno
graphic colonel, who had something 
to do with Stivers, and ranked him 
in the spirit of superior camaraderie 
called him a “ rookie.”

In the army, “ rookie” is slang for 
the raw recruit, whose army breech
es have not yet adjusted themselves 
to his figure. It did not set very 
well with, the Montana soldier.

"Where do you get that stuff,”  he 
growled. “ Rookie, indeed. Why, my 
boy, I have served more time in the 
guard house than you have in the 
army.”

Stivers was very keen to get away 
to the front. He was offered a lieu
tenant colonelcy if he would remain 
In Washington to do bureau work, 
where his efficiency and thorough
ness was much appreciated by the war 
department. He came back on this 
tender with an offer to accept a de
motion in rank to captain if he would 
be allowed to go to the front at once 
But he went away with the rank of 
major and his friends are confident 
that he will soon win higher place.

Half a century after its discovery 
by prospectors, Cooke City, believed 
by the great Jay Cooke of Northern 
Pacific fame to be the richest min
ing camp in America, and for years 
declared by noted mining experts to 
contain the most highly mineralized 
mining area in Montana, is to come 
into its own through the construc
tion of a railroad that will permit 
traffic in and out and will open' its 
great deposits of gold and silver, 
lead, copper and. manganese to the 
world.

A permit having been granted by 
the secretary of the interior for the 
construction of a “ metal surfaced” 
road through one edge of the Yellow
stone national park from Gardiner 
to Cooke City, the Cooke City Tran 
sit Company has been organized with 
a capital of $1,-250,000 to build the 
railroad 52 miles through the moun 
tains, and work on the line will start 
this summer and be completed be 
fore fall if the plans of the organizers 
are carried out.

Tom Stout of Lewistown, former 
congressman from Montana, is presi
dent of the company. His principal 
associate is Robert I. McKay of 
Ohio, who has made an exhaustive 
investigation of the mining district 
and its possibilities, and who is the 
owner of some extremely rich mining 
property in the old camp. Other 
easterners with all the capital that 
could possibly be needed to back the 
enterprise are interested, and while 
a small amount of the stock is being 
placed with Montana investors, the 
corporation is a comparatively close 
one and in no sense is the plan one 
involving promotion work in any 
form to bring about its development.

The beginning of construction 
work on the railroad into Cooke City 
will, it is predicted by those who 
know the district, start one of the old 
time mining stampedes such as Mon
tana has not witnessed for a quarter 
of a century, for if all the claims 
made for the camp by conservative 
men are borne out, Cooke City will 
take its place as a rival of Butte, 
which is the greatest mining camp 
in the world.

Where Is Cooke City?
There are many thousands of 

people in Montana who have never 
heard of the camp, and who will 
ask, “ Where is Cooke City?”

Take a look at your map. Turn to 
Park county, and in the very south- 
easternmost corner you will find a 
small dot bearing the name, Cooke.

It is located on the northeast 
boundary of Yellowstone Park, in 
about as remote and inacessible a 
spot as can be found in Montana. 
However, the railroad grade survey
ed for the new line is not a difficult 
one and can be built at comparatively 
low cost. Estimates for its construc

tion have been figured as low as 
$700,000.

The story of Cooke City is one 
of the most interesting in the annals 
of Montana mining history, for with 
the vast mineral wealth that is dis 
coverable on all sides in its hills, big 
fortunes have been lost in the vain 
effort to mine the ore without rail
road facilities, which has made op
eration of any kind in the district 
enormously expensive.

Story of Cooke City.
Cooke City was discovered in 1868 

by Horn Miller and another early day 
argonaut. Miller, a picturesque 
character of the district for half a 
century, died there only a year ago 
at the age of 90. His faith in the 
camp never wavered, and as the 
years came and went he kept on pros
pecting, declaring that the’ time 
would come when Cooke would make 
Butte look like a piker. Only a few 
days before his death he made thq 
announcement that he was going to

Tom Stout of Lewistown, Who Heads 
Million Dollar Corporation Which 
W ill Build Rail Lino From Gurd- 
incr Through Yellowstone Park to 
Cooke City.

wait another forty years for a rail
road, and that if it didn’t get there 
by that time he was going to Alaska 
to mine. In the hills surrounding the 
old camp there are other ancient 
veterans of the gold pan and pick 
who have been there since the early 
70’s, waiting and waiting for the 
steamliorse to find the camp so that 
they could reap a harvest. Tt is de
clared that one or two of these old 
prospectors have never been out of 
the hills for nearly fifty years, and 
having come to Montana from points 
off the railroad in the middle west

before the Union Pacific built 
through, they never have seen a rail
road train!

One of the first capitalists to be
come interested in mining property 
at Cooke City was the noted Jay 
Cooke, after whom the camp was 
named. It was in the prime of Cooke’s 
speculative career in Wall Street 
when he became interested in the 
Montana mining camp and also in the 
financing of the Northern Pacific 
railroad.

So flattering were the reports 
made by his mining engineers on the 
Cooke district .that Jay Cooke invest
ed heavily in mining properties there, 
and when the decision was reached to 
go ahead with the Northern Pacific, 
he determined to make Cooke City 
the mid-continental terminal of the 
system which was eventually to reach 
the Pacific. His surveys were made 
accordingly, and Cooke faced the 
prospect of becoming one of the big 
cities of the Rocky Mountain dis
trict.

Cooke Goo« Broke.
Then two things happened that 

changed the destiny of the camp and 
left it abandoned by civilization for 
half a century. The first was the 
creation of Yellowstone Park in 1872 
and the government’s refusal to per 
mit a railroad to be built through 
any part of it. The second event was 
the failure of Jay Cooke in the same 
year. The crash of his financial fall 
was felt over the continent and in
volved countless people. The North
ern Pacific went into the of a receiv 
er, and when it emerged in a reor
ganized condition, Cooke City was 
forgotten.

In the years following there were 
intermittent attempts by various min 
ing men to develop the rich prospects 
there in spite of the lack of railroad 
facilities. Scores of small smelters 
were built during the 80’s and 90’s. 
Dr. L. C. Tanzer of Seattle invested 
$250,000 in a smelting plant, but in 
that remote district the cost of opera
tion was too great to permit of prof
itable mining and reduction of the 
ore.

Then attempts were made to get 
a permit to build a railroad through 
the Yellowstone Park from Gardiner. 
For 25 years these efforts were re
peated by different people unsuccess
fully. Other routes were surveyed 
from various points, including Co
lumbus, Stillwater county, but these 
were all decided to be impracticable. 

McKay Gets Permit.
At last Robert I. McKay, an Ohio 

capitalist, became intersted in the 
district. He made a long and thor
ough investigation of the whole situ
ation. In the course of several years 
he painstakingly assembled the data 
covering the mineral possibilities 
there, showing how vast Btores of

metals w’ere being kept from use by 
the government through its refusal 
of permission to build a railroad 
through a corner of the National 
park which was not included in the 
itinerary of tourists or travelers.

Unquestionably the war had some
thing to do with the decision, as the 
nation and the countries allied with 
the United States have never been 
in such desperate need of metals as 
now, but tvhen the matter was placed 
before Secretary of the Interior Lane 
he gave it due consideration and 
finally Issued the permit to build 
a “ metal surfaced” road through the 
park between Gardiner and Cooke 
City.

This is the only occasion on which 
the interior department has granted 
a permit to build a railroad through 
a national park, and in this case the 
permit was not granted for a steam 
railroad, but for a “ metal surfaced’ 
rond. The permit Is in other res 
pects the most liberal ever granted 
by the government, the intent plain 
ly being to assist in the production of 
ore that may be reduced to metal and 
add to the volume available for the 
nation and its allies in the prosecu 
tion of the Avar.

The permit having been granted 
it was a comparatively easy matter 
for Mr. McKay to interest capital in 
the project, to assist him in the en 
terprise. It will be a matter of some 
pride to the stato that Montana capi
tal will also be interested in the pro 
ject.

Raided By Nez Perccs
The only means of reaching Cooke 

City up to this time has been a wagon 
road, on which Mr. McKay spent some 
$35,000 for resurfacing and grading. 
With a motor truck pulling two trail
ers he was able to ship out 17 1-2 
tons at ■ a load, and a considerable 
quantity of the ore was shipped to 
a smelter at Bayonne, N. J. He now 
has a quantity of rich silver ore 
stored at Gardner which will be ship
ped soon for smelting.

More than 20,000 feet of shafts 
and tunnels have been run In ex
ploring claims in the seven mineral 
mountains surrounding Cooke City. 
Many smaller smelters of various 
types have been erected in and 
around the camp. The first at Cooke 
City was erected in 1877. It ran 6A 
tons of bullion from the ores of the 
Shoo Fly. the Republic and the Elk 
Horn. This bullion remained in the 
furnace until the Nez Perces Indians 
raided the camp, carrying away some 
of the bullion for bullets and hiding, 
some for future use. They also cut 
up the belting and bellows to secure 
the leather. Another Bmoltcr, erect
ed in 1883, produced 422 tons of bul
lion from the ores of the Shoo Fly, 
Republic and New World mines.

NOW LIEUTENANT 
OF ENGINEERS

JACIi TYLER, MONTANA BOY, IS 
JUST ACHING TO GET OVER 

AND DO HIS SHARE

“ Never Shav Such Enthusiasm as the 
Boys in Our Training Camp Show,”  
He Says; “A ll Anxious to Go Over 
and Take a Crack at the Huns as 
Soon as They Can Get There.”

United States Engineers! Hats off 
to them!

The regiments of this arm of the 
service noAv serving in France have 
covered themselves with glory in 
their operations with the French and 
British, and there Is not an officer or

â i i  c h a r u

authority on

YELLOWSTONE CHEMICAL CO.
Dealers In Roach Powder, Pnrltan In

secticide, Disinfectants, Liquid Soap, 
Sweeping Compound, Fly Oil, Scrubbing 
Compand. Paper Towels, Toilet Paper, 
Cresyllne Sheep and Cattle Dip, Automatic 
Sprayers and Sonp Dispensers.MILES CITY, MONT.

Great Falls Brick &  Tile Co.
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA

Manufacturers of
IiIGHT, BUFF AND DARK FAC* 
BRICK, FIRE BRICK, BUILDING 
TIDE, HOLLOW BLOCKS, F IB *  

PBOOFING, DRAIN T IL *
Office t «>* 1st National Bank Building

Elk Run Ranch
W. L. VELIE, Owner. 

REGISTERED HEREFOBDS

A prime lot of two year old bolls 
for sale. These animals are of In
tense Anxiety breeding.

If  you want a herd leader or stock 
bull, address

THOMAS M ELYIN. Herdsman

Elk Run Ranch, Hlghwood, Mont

This picture tells 
the story of the 
friendship of a Chi
cago man and a 
Montana man that 
has lasted for nearly 
40 years, grotving 
more firmly cement
ed as the decades 
slip by.

The friends are 
David G. BroAvne of 
Fort Benton, presi
dent of the Stock- 
men's National bank 
of that city; and 
Charles O. Robin
son, a member of 
Clay, Robinson &
Co., of Chicago, the 
oldest and largest 
live stock commis
sion firm in the 
world.

David G. BroAvne & 
is one of the best 
known and most 
successful bankers 
in Montana, and 
Charlie Robinson, as 
he is known to a 
host of cattle and 
sheep men in the 
Treasure state, is 
probably the leading 
beef selling of the country, so that 
each is a leader In his line of busi
ness.

“ Dave” Brown, as his old time 
friends all over Montana hail him, is 
one of the most influential and best 
known citizens of Montana. Coming 
to the Rocky mountain region in the 
late 70’s, he engaged in freighting 
into Montana, and 38 years ago es
tablished himself in Fort Benton. In 
his freighting operations between 
1880 and 1885, he made a good start 
for a fortune, which he increased 
by merchandising, operation of the 
ferry at Fort Benton and in other 
ways. In 1883 he secured some gov
ernment contracts that proved ex
tremely profitable, and two years 
later he had charge of the govern
ment transportation contracts for 
Montana, Wyoming and Nebraska. He 
has been largely interested In the 
Stockmen’s National Bank since its 
foundation and his ability has been 
responsible for the building of that 
institution to the present important 
position it occupies in the Mon
tana banking world.

The Stockmen’s National Bank was 
organized in 1890, taking over the 
interests of the Bank of Northern 
Montana, which had been establish
ed In 1880 by Charles E. Duer, T. E. 
Collins and HIrshfield Brothers. The 
Stockmen’s soon bepame one of the 
strongest and best known banks in 
the state. Today its total footings 
are approximately $2,500,000. It has 
$200,000 capital and $200,000 sur
plus. Only two of the original stock
holders are still Interested in the 
bank. These are David G. Browne 
and Dr. J. V. Carroll. Mr, Browne

David G. Browne, Fort Ben ton Banker, and Charles 
O. Robinson, of Clay, Robinson &  Co., Chicago Live 
Stock Commission Man, Who Have Beep Friends 
Since tho Long Homs Came Up From Texas.

has been president of the institution 
for nine years.

There is probably no man in the 
country who has been more intimate 
ly connected with the cattle and 
sheep industry of the state for 40 
years than Charlie Robinson, who 
has known every cow outfit in Mon 
tana since the days when they began 
trailing the long horns north from 
Texas in the 70’s. In those days he 
was an aggressive youngster with a 
disposition that made him friends 
wherever he went. He knew not only 
the owners of all the principal brands 
in the territory, but practically every 
cowpuncher that rode the range used 
to call him by his first name, which 
meant that he spoke their language.

It is said by old timers that many 
a cow hand thought Clay, Robinson 
& Co. owned Chicago, and when they 
went back east with a shipment of 
stock they were sure of it. Whenever 
a stockman had to have something in 
a hurry from the east— from a car
load of rock salt to a baby buggy—  
his only impulse would be to wire 
Clay, Robinson.

It is said that a big cattle man in 
the Milk River country lost his wife 
suddenly when a baby boy was born. 
The nearest white woman was a hun
dred miles away, and she was sent 
for, but when the cowhands at the 
home ranch held a council of war in 
this sudden and unusual emergency, 
the plans suggested for ways and 
means of rais^ig the infant were 
many and varied. One man In the 
outfit, known as “ Doc”  because he 
was a great reader and had once had 
aspirations to grace the medical pro
fession, said he had read'that the 
Dago who started the town of Rome,

In Italy, had raised a pair of twins on 
the milk of a she Avolf. He was for 
hunting a wolf’s den where there 
A v e re  young ones, roping the mother 
and bringing her to the ranch.

There was loud protest. Half a 
dozen punchers said they’d like to see 
this kid raised with a wolf for a 
mother, Finally the roundup boss, 
a lanky Texan, hit the idea that Avas 
followed out. A telegram Avas sent 
by messenger to Miles City, addressed 
to Clay, Robinson & Co., requesting 
them “ to ship at once a milk cow, a 
baby buggy and a good nurse to herd 
the kid.’ ’ It Is said, too, that all 
three articles ordered were sent for- 
Avard on record time.

Last year the livestock sold on 
commission by Clay, Robinson & Co. 
at their 11 sales yards totaled nearly 
$ 200, 000, 000 .

“ The first range cattle I ever saw 
Avere shipped to us by I. P. Alter of 
Rawlins, Wyoming, in June, 1878,” 
said Mr. Robinson, in discussing the 
early days of the cattle business. “ I 
remember that the Btock arrived in 
very poor shape, as shipping facili
ties A v e re  very bad in those days. 
The steers looked as though they had 
been through a train wreck. Many 
of their horns were broken off and 
they were covered with cuts and 
bruises. We sold them to G. F. Swift, 
founder of Swift & Co., for $5.10 a 
hundredweight. The year before Ma
jor Iliff, well known to all old timers 
as the Colorado cattle king, shipped 
us some Texas steers that had been 
wintered two years in Colorado.

'The lowest price I have ever 
knoAvn Montana steers to bring was 
for a shipment of Scott & Hanks of 
Miles City in the late 80’s, Avhen ani
mals averaging 1,250 pounds went for 
from $2.65 to $2.90 per hundred. The 
highest price was of course received 
last fail, when range cattle sold for 
as high as $15.75. I hesitate to say 
what prices will prevail next fall, but 
it is safe to say that all previous re
cords will be distanced.

“ In the old days we used to handle 
great numbers of cattle in a season 
for Montana stockmen. I remember 
that in 1902 or 1903 we sold Id,000 
cattle for John Harris and David G. 
Browne of Fort Benton.”

Naturally, sn living through the 
days from the beginning of the cat
tle industry to the present, Mr. Rob
inson has seen wonderful changes in 
Montana. “YeB,” he said, “ the old 
days have gone for good, but this 
state is better than ever. There isn’t 
a state in the union that will ever 
equal it. This is going to be a great 
cattle producing country, with a bet
ter quality of stock coming out of 
it every year. There is going to be 
a tremendous demand for beef and 
breeding stock In the next few yerfrs 
and every grower should increase his 
cow herd to the limit he can handle 
properly and breed them to good 
bulls. There isn’t going to be any 
faster or surer way of making money 
than by breeding cattle and sheep.

SHIPMENTS TO SAMMIES 
HAVE BEEN RESTRICTED
Sammies overseas can no longer 

receive a package when the notion 
to send one to send one strikes the 
folks at home. A recent ruling for
bids the sending of packages to sol
diers on tho other side unless he has 
specifically asked for the article sent 
and his request has been approved by 
the regimental or higher commander.

Postmasters and express company 
representatives throughout the state 
have received copies of the order 
which became effective April 15. The 
ruling applies to any shipment made 
by freight but only affects the land 
forces on the other side. Shipments 
to marines and members of tho navy 
are not restricted.

Thoso receiving the orders have 
been advised that shipments made un
der the recent ruling can be accepted 
without examination at the local of
fices but Avarns that examinations of 
shipments will be made before they 
are placed on board a boat to see 
if they coincide with the order.

Lieutenant Jock Tyler

a man In an engineers regiment that 
is not proud of his branch. <■

That is the way First Lieutenant 
Jack Tyler, a Montana boy who is at 
Great Falls on leave, feels. He has 
just completed his course at an offi
cers’ training camp in Virginia, and 
is now expecting to leave for France 
any day.

Lieutenant Tyler is a sbn of E. A. 
Tyler, manager of the Insurance de
partment of the American Society of 
Equity, and formerly lived in Great 
Falls. He Avcnt to Camp Lewis, 
Avhere ho soon Avas promoted to the 
rank of sergeant. He made such an 
oxcelleut showing that he Avas recom
mended for training for a commis
sion, Avhich he secured. *

Like all of the Montana boys in 
service, Lieutenant Tyler is just ach
ing to get “ over there” and get a 
crack at the Huns. “ I never saw 
such enthusiasm as there Avas in our 
training camp,” he said. The boys 
can hardly wait to get across and get 
into it. They Avant to see this war 
won in the right way.”

tonsmake my work easier.
“They support my feet so well. I always wear 
them when I'm ironing or doing my housework. The men who designed them certainly knew the kind of shoe a housekeeper needs. Why don't you try a pair?”

The Gotzian is the famous “ Lady Comfort”  Shoe, designed after 
years of study. It Gives the feet support and protection at every 
point. It is made o f soft, pliable leather on a special last that is 
comfortably wide over the ball of the foot. Elastic side gores 
make it very adjustable and easy to slip on and off. The patent- 
ieathcr tip gives an attractive finish for house or street wear.

Don’t put up with tired feet. Let the Gotzian dealer near you fit you with a pair of “Lady Comforts.” The trade-mark on the sole is your guarantee of securing the original.
C. Gotzian U Company Park

Square Saint Paul, Minn.

‘Fits Like Your Footprint’


